
 

 
AGENDA FOR 

GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
December 12, 2005 - 7:00 p.m. 

CALL TO ORDER: 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:   
 
SPECIAL PRESENTATION:   Environmental Excellence Award – Department of Ecology. 
 
SWEARING IN CEREMONIES:
Mayor Chuck Hunter  Councilmember Steven Ekberg Councilmember Derek Young 
Councilmember Tim Payne Councilmember Paul Kadzik  Judge Michael Dunn 
 
CONSENT AGENDA:
These consent agenda items are considered routine and may be adopted with one motion as per Gig 
Harbor Ordinance No. 799.
  1. Approval of the Minutes of City Council Meeting of November 28, 2005. 
  2. Correspondence / Proclamations:  a) Youth Health Awareness Day; b) Letter from the 

Department of Archaeology & Historic Preservation;  c)  Letter from DCTED;  d) Letter from 
Sierra Bucher. 

  3. Assigned Counsel Agreement – 2006. 
  4. Renewal of Interlocal Agreement – Fire Investigation Agreement with Pierce County. 
  5. Eddon Boat Net Shed Re-Roofing Contract Authorization. 
  6. Resolution 658 – Declaration of Surplus Property. 
  7. Public Use of City Civic Center Facilities - Policy and Agreement. 
  8. 36th / Pt. Fosdick Intersection Improvement Project – Change Order No. 1. 
  9. City Shop Ventilation System – Contract Authorization. 
10. Approval of Payment of Bills for December 12, 2005: 
  Checks #48874 through #48979 in the amount of $336,117.28. 
11. Approval of Payroll for the month of November: 
 Checks #4029 through #4065 and direct deposit entries in the amount of $255,104.89. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:      
1. Second Reading of Ordinance – Hall Street Vacation. 
2. Second Reading of Ordinance – Increasing Monthly Water Rates. 
3. Second Reading of Ordinance – Increasing Monthly Sewer Rates. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:    
 1. Appointment to the Planning Commission. 
 2. Resolution for Public Hearing F.H. Adams Addition Alley Vacation Request – Willis/Ross 

Condominium Building. 
 
STAFF REPORT: 
 1. Jennifer Sitts, Senior Planner – Planning Commission Work Program. 
 2. Stephen Misiurak, City Engineer – Eddon Boat EPA Grant Applications. 
 3. Mike Davis, Chief of Police – GHPD November Statistics. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS / MAYOR’S REPORT:  Moving Forward with Partnerships 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS:
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: For the purpose of discussing property acquisition per RCW 42.30.110(1)(b). 
 
ADJOURN:



GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF NOVEMBER 28, 2005 
 

PRESENT:  Councilmembers Ekberg, Young, Franich, Conan, Dick, Picinich, Ruffo 
and Mayor Wilbert.  
 
CALL TO ORDER:  7:03 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS:   
 1.  2006 Proposed Budget.  Mayor Wilbert opened the public hearing at 7:04 p.m.  
David Rodenbach, Finance Director, gave a brief overview of changes since the last 
reading of the proposed 2006 Budget. He explained that at Council’s directive, an 
objective was created for a major street project savings program. A second major 
change was the budgeting of $30,000 for a review analysis of the Planning / Building 
Department at the request of the Mayor Elect, Chuck Hunter. 
 
No one signed up to speak at the public hearing and the Mayor closed the hearing at 
7:07 p.m. and opened the next public hearing. 
 
2. City’s Six-Year Transportation Improvement Plan 2006-2011.  Steve Misiurak, City 
Engineer, introduced the annual update to the Six-Year TIP. He explained that the 
changes are the deletion of the 36th & Pt. Fosdick project and the addition of the 
pedestrian crossing of SR-16, which involves no city funds. 
 
No one signed up to speak and the Mayor closed the hearing at 7:09 p.m. and opened 
the next public hearing. 
 
3. Wetland and Critical Area Regulation Revision.  John Vodopich, Community 
Development Director, explained that the city is required under the State’s Growth 
Management Act to review the Critical Areas Wetlands Regulations to incorporate the 
best available science techniques and any recent changes in law.  This was to be 
completed at the end of 2004, but Council deferred action until a complete wetland 
inventory could be completed. Adolfson and Associates completed the inventory in 
October, and the proposed ordinance includes several changes in response to review 
by the Planning Commission and the Community Development Committee. He gave an 
overview of the recommended changes. 
 
Councilmember Dick asked for clarification on the protection of aquifer recharge areas. 
John Vodopich asked Teresa Vanderburg of Adolfson and Associates to address his 
questions.   
 
Ms. Vanderburg explained that critical aquifer recharge areas are not the same as 
wetlands and were not inventoried.   
 



Councilmember Young added that the WIRA group did a large inventory of aquifer 
recharge areas, but without access to private properties, it may not be complete.  He 
recommended contacting Jennifer Sitts, Associate Planner, who is very active in this 
area. 
 
Doug Sorensen – 9409 No. Harborview Drive.  Mr. Sorensen commented that the 
recommended changes to setbacks are the same as those adopted by Pierce County 
and voiced concern that these figure double the limits. He asked what science is 
causing the city to increase the buffers.  He asked if the current buffering limits are not 
working or if we are just creating an issue. His last comment was to recommend a delay 
action until other people could attend and comment. 
 
John Vodopich said that this ordinance is in response to an unfunded state mandate. A 
consulting firm was hired to identify the city’s wetlands and to incorporate best available 
science. He pointed out that these buffers are on the low end of what has been 
recommended by the Department of Ecology.  He continued to explain that this update 
helps to standardize the rating of wetlands and takes into account recent studies that 
justify the rationale for these buffers. 
 
Councilmember Ruffo asked if we knew the impact of these amendments to property 
owners.  Mr. Vodopich explained that not specifically, as the inventory was done from 
public right of ways and permission to access private property.   
 
Councilmember Conan asked if there was a percentage breakdown of particular 
wetland categories.   
 
Ms. Vanderburg said that one Category One Wetland was identified so far. She said 
that it is a very low, perhaps less than 5%.  The majority of the wetlands are Category 
Three.  The effects of the larger buffers in the city are very limited.   
 
Carol Morris, City Attorney, explained a recent case on the issue of incorporation of 
Best Available Science in Critical Areas Ordinances and cited the three-part test for 
upholding a determination.   
 
Eric Barta – 9512 Randall Drive.  Mr. Barta asked how salmon runs affect these 
category ratings. 
 
Ms. Vanderburg explained that the presence of salmonoids does not affect the wetland 
rating except for the habitat scoring portion of the rating form.  It does affect the rating of 
streams.  
 
Maureen Barta - 9512 Randall Drive.  Ms. Barta said that she owns property at 9508 
Wheeler. She voiced concern that not enough people knew about the ratings and that 
this should be delayed. She said that the salmon runs in front of Crescent Creek, and 
asked what would happen now that this is changed from a Class 1 to a Class 2 
Category. 
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Carl Halsan – 7218 North Creek Loop.  Mr. Halsan asked whether the estuarine areas 
around Gig Harbor Bay are considered wetlands under the new rules and if so, do they 
fall under the jurisdiction of the Shoreline Management Act. He asked if there is no best 
science to address wetland buffers in these estuarine tideland areas. 
 
Ms. Vanderburg explained that her report refers to certain areas in the estuarine zone 
that do not classify as wetlands such as non-vegetative mudflats that are not covered. 
The science that the state has put together is focused only on freshwater wetlands and 
does not cover estuarine wetlands at all. She recommended that language be added to 
the limitations in order to clarify the intent. 
 
David Fisher – 6815 Cascade Avenue.  Mr. Fisher talked about the creation of wetlands 
by construction and asked about setbacks for such things as storm ponds and ravines 
dammed by roads. He asked why the city should have the same standards as those 
adopted in the rural areas.  
 
Eva Jacobsen – PO Box 2314.  Ms. Jacobsen said that she had a chance to see the 
widespread effects of the Critical Areas Ordinance passed by Pierce County.   She said 
that she has talked to wetlands specialists, staff planners, biologists and others who all 
have different opinions on how well these new rules are working.  She said that there is 
concern that the process is cumbersome and over burdensome to the public and staff. 
Ms. Jacobsen recommended that Council obtain more input from a variety of sources as 
this is a very important ordinance that deserves careful consideration. She stressed the 
need to consider the effects on buildable lands as well as parks. 
 
Councilmember Ruffo asked why she thought this was an important ordinance. Ms. 
Jacobsen responded that she thought there needed to be a unified way of rating to 
further enhance or protect wetlands. Some staff members believe that this particular 
rating system goes too far and some think it is wonderful. 
 
Councilmember Picinich commented that he agreed that the city shouldn’t be compared 
with Pierce County and should obtain more input from the citizens.   Ms. Jacobsen then 
said that several road improvement projects on the Six-year TIP might be impacted. 
 
John Vodopich explained that the deadline for passing this was December 2004 and the 
consequences of no action is that the city will be deemed as non-compliant with the 
state GMA. This puts the city in jeopardy of obtaining grants or loan funds offered 
through the state. Councilmember Young added that no other jurisdiction was able to 
comply and so the state has extended the deadline until the end of 2005.  Mr. Vodopich 
explained that no funds have been earmarked in the 2006 budget for professional 
assistance such as a wetlands specialist and Council may wish to adjust the budget. 
 
Chuck Meacham – 9509 Wheeler Avenue.  Mr. Meacham suggested adding a Fisheries 
Biologist to the definitions list. He then asked why Crescent Creek and Donkey Creek 
had been deleted as critical areas.   
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Ms. Vanderburg explained that an entire section had been added to address 
performance standards for all streams in the city and so these two were deleted in the 
paragraph that Mr. Meacham referenced.  
 
Beverly Simpson – PO Box 2632.  Ms. Simpson said that she too was concerned with 
the removal of reference to Crescent Creek and agreed that it would be good to further 
review the revisions.  She asked why the Category One Wetland referenced in the 
habitat assessment report by David Evans and Associates on Wheeler Street end had 
been removed. Councilmember Young clarified that David Evans and Associates was 
using an old rating system when the report was prepared. The Type One Category is 
now a Type Two rating.  
 
Ms. Simpson then recommended clarification on the language for permitted uses in 
wetland buffer areas when a project is adjacent to a spawning creek. 
 
Matt Halvorsen – 13429 100th Street. Mr. Halvorsen said that the Category One buffers 
should not be set at the low end of the Department of Ecology recommendations for the 
most critical of wetlands.  He added that wetlands function the same whether they are 
located in rural or urban areas and deserve the same level of protection.  He thanked 
the city for completing a wetlands inventory and asked why this was not included in the 
National Wetlands Inventory and Pierce County Inventory. He then asked for 
clarification on the term “hydrologically isolated” as it was not included in the definitions 
page. Mr. Halvorsen agreed that more time should be taken to consider the impacts of 
this ordinance as there seems to be many misunderstandings. 
 
Rob Hayden – 1508 Goodrich Drive NW. Mr. Hayden commented that the majority of 
concerns are coming from those wanting to build something. He asked if there is any 
way to identify if the buffers are effective in protecting the wetlands and then develop 
the means of pro-rating the buffers in designated areas that would allow citizens to 
build. 
 
Wade Perrow – 9119 North Harborview Drive.  Mr. Perrow addressed conflicting 
information in the technical report on page 52.  He said that he owns property at 140421 
Burnham Dr. NW and he isn’t sure how to score a Class One Wetland as defined by the 
city.  He suggested that before this in enacted, that the city should know exactly where 
the Class One Wetlands are located then they can determine what buffer should apply.  
He said that recent action taken by Council to adopt the Design Manual is an example 
of negative impacts of an ordinance adopted in a hurry without consideration of all the 
ramifications. He used the power line buffers and the proposed wetland buffers on his 
project as an example of the impact of this ordinance. He said that only 11,000 s.f. 
could be used out of 2-1/2 acres.  He said that it is important for the city to consider the 
“takings” aspect if they determine they need buffers of that size. The science doesn’t 
support the 200’ buffering requirement; adding that he thinks that the 100’ buffer 
adopted by Pierce County works.  He recommended determining where all the Class 
One wetlands are located so that people will know how their property is being affected 
before passing this ordinance.   
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Councilmember Ruffo said that Mr. Perrow raised the issue of a “taking” as he thinks it 
is important for the Council to consider this. He said that he is a property rights 
advocate and stressed that Council needs to protect the individual but also has the 
responsibility to protect the environment.   
 
Mr. Perrow shared a story of a beaver pond that created a larger wetland that killed 
trees, which took six months to clear out and was blamed on the developer.  He said 
that this illustrates how wetlands can be created or enlarged and is unfair with the larger 
buffering. Councilmember Young suggested that Mr. Perrow take a look at the inventory 
to see where they believe the Category One Wetlands are located. 
 
Councilmember Ekberg explained that this is why the city contracted for the inventory in 
order to identify the wetlands and to help in determining buffers. He assured Mr. Perrow 
that this is not being taken lightly.  Councilmember Dick stressed limitations to the 
inventory due to access to private property. 
 
There were no further comments and the Mayor closed the public hearing on this item 
at 8:16 p.m.  She then opened the final public hearing. 
 
4. Vacation of a portion of Hall Street.  John Vodopich presented this request to 
vacate a portion of Hall Street. He explained that this property was automatically 
vacated by law in 1896 and that the city will retain a 7.5 foot easement to maintain the 
utilities located in the area.   
 
Jane Koler – 5801 Soundview Drive.  Ms. Koler said that she is representing the Janelle 
Israel Living Trust and the Harris Trust, who are seeking vacation of Hall Street.  She 
said that the street has already been vacated by operation of law and this will put Hall 
Street back on the tax role, while allowing the city to retain a right of way easement.  
She stressed that nothing will be built on this site being vacated that would have an 
effect on views.  
 
Councilmember Dick asked why the property owners didn’t just file for Quiet Title if 
there is no action to be taken by the city.  Ms. Koler explained that this is an odd area of 
Washington Law. In order for the county records to reflect the correct ownership, a 
Quite Title action has to be done, or the city must go through the vacation proceeding.  
The city’s code recognizes this action and it would be odd for the city to decline the 
request and require the property owner to file in Superior Court. 
 
Tamara Roeder - 9409 Goodman Avenue.  Ms. Roeder asked if the petitioner acquires 
the vacated land and builds, if it would change the current design of the cul de sac. 
 
Councilmembers explained that any development would have to comply with current 
standards and would go through development criteria.   
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Bob Roeder – 9409 Goodman Avenue.  Mr. Roeder asked if the city could guarantee 
that the easement between the street and the sidewalk would remain. He said that the 
kids come and play basketball there and if a fence were to be built, the kids couldn’t 
retrieve the ball.  Another concern is whether the buffer between the sidewalk and the 
street will remain the property depth. 
 
Councilmembers assured Mr. Roeder that this action won’t change any existing 
easement. This only recognizes the ownership. 
 
Councilmember Franich asked if this is a private or public easement.  John Vodopich 
explained that Goodman Avenue is a public street but that the portion being vacated is 
not part of that street.   
 
Councilmember Dick voiced concern that the city is being asked to vacate property that 
may be in the right of way of a public road and has been used for ten years.  Staff was 
asked to look into the required width of the right of way in this area. 
 
There were no further public comments and the hearing was closed at 8:37 p.m. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA:
These consent agenda items are considered routine and may be adopted with one 
motion as per Gig Harbor Ordinance No. 799. 
  1. Approval of the Minutes of City Council Meeting of November 14, 2005. 
  2. Correspondence / Proclamations:  a) Recognition Certification – George Williams 

b) Cascadia Discovery Institute. 
  3. Stormwater Maintenance Agreement(s) – Olympic Property Group. 
  4. Stormwater Maintenance Agreement – Venture Bank.  
  5. Approval of Payment of Bills for November 28, 2005: 
  Checks #48770 through #48873 in the amount of $526,679.16. 
 

MOTION: Move to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. 
  Picinich / Ruffo – unanimously approved. 
 

OLD BUSINESS:  
 
1. Second Reading of Ordinance - 2006 Proposed Budget.  David Rodenbach 
recommended an amendment to the ordinance to raise the non-departmental portion of 
the budget to accommodate the $30,000 Development Review Analysis which would 
also amend the ending fund balance.   
 
 MOTION: Move to adopt Ordinance No. 1022 with recommended amendment. 
   Young / Conan – unanimously approved. 
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NEW BUSINESS: 
 
1. Proposed Annexation – Resource Properties (ANX 05-910).  John Vodopich 
presented information on this request to annex approximately 22 acres of property east 
of Peacock Hill and north of the city limits.  He recommended that Council accept the 
Notice of Intention and proceed to the petition stage requiring that the property owners 
assume all the existing indebtedness of the area; require the adoption of the R-1 zoning 
for the annexation area; and require the submission of a wetland analysis report. 
 
Patricia LeBlanc – 7903 26th Ave NW.  Ms. LeBlanc explained that she approached the 
City Council to seek annexation when her drainfield failed several years ago. Council 
was opposed to annexing her property at the time, and she spent several thousand 
dollars to restore the drainfield to working condition. She said that in addition, she has 
installed a new well pump system, and the cost to hook-up to the city sewer system 
would not be feasible. She asked that her property be excluded from the proposed 
annexation. 
 
David Robertson – 9905 Peacock Hill.  Mr. Robertson said that he owns a six acre 
parcel included in the proposed annexation. He explained that they have a great 
system, and asked why they should have to pay to hook up to city sewer and water. He 
also explained that he has a non-conforming use permit for his family-based business 
that allows for up to 25% growth. If he were to be annexed, he would lose this ability to 
expand. He also asked to have his property excluded from the annexation effort. 
 
Ken Hemley – 9921 Peacock Hill.  Mr. Hemley said that his ½ acre parcel lies between 
the LeBlanc and Robertson properties, and that he could see no benefit in being in the 
city. He asked to be excluded from the proposed annexation. 
 
Councilmember Ruffo said that he was not interested in going against the wishes of 
these property owners. Councilmember Conan agreed that that these three property 
owners were being forced into an action they did not wish to be part of. He made a 
motion to oppose the annexation application.  There was further discussion regarding 
the ability to amend the boundaries. 
 
John Vodopich explained that the original application was for only the two, top parcels. 
At his recommendation, the applicant included the other parcels. 
 
 MOTION: Move to oppose this proposed annexation application. 
   Dick / Ruffo – Councilmembers Franich, Conan, Picinich and Ruffo 

voted in favor.  Councilmembers Ekberg, Young and Dick voted 
against the motion. The motion carried four to two to oppose the 
annexation application. 

 
2. First Reading of Ordinance – Clarifying the Requirements for Sewer Hook-ups.  
John Vodopich presented this ordinance to address sewer connection for newly 
annexed areas.  This ordinance would give newly annexed areas a two-year period in 
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which they would be required to hook up to sewer if the line is within 200 ft of the 
property.  This would amend the 120 day requirement to hook up after notification from 
the city that currently exists in code.   
 
Councilmember Franich voiced concern with the existing 120 day requirement and 
asked if this had been enforced in the past. Mark Hoppen said that recently, there was a 
forced connection on Pt. Fosdick due to a Health Department issue.   
 
Councilmember Franich then said that he didn’t think it was right for the city to require 
someone with a working septic system to hook up to the city’s sewer.  He suggested 
that it be optional except in a situation of a health concern.   
 
Mark Hoppen added that another exception would be for an approved LID or ULID 
which would be approved by a 60% majority of the assessed valuation of the properties 
involved. 
 
Councilmember Young said that he questioned if a vacant piece of property should be 
allowed to remain on septic in perpetuity. Councilmember Ruffo agreed that 
undeveloped land adjacent to the city sewer should be required to hook up. He 
recommended language be added to the ordinance that addresses both of these issues. 
 
Councilmember Dick voiced concern that unless property owners are required to hook 
up, they would never choose to do so. This would result in a patchwork quilt of 
connections and would not offer any economy of scale.   
 
Councilmember Young said that language would need to be added that would require 
property owners to hook up only in the case of a LID or in the instance of a health issue. 
 
Councilmember Franich asked if it would be possible to add “existing structures” to the 
exemptions section on page 3.  Councilmember Young pointed out that this refers to 
new construction only, and it would be redundant to add “existing structures” to the 
particular section. A new paragraph would need to be drafted somewhere else in the 
document. 
 
Carl Halsan -7218 North Creek Loop.  Mr. Halsan asked if this is to be referred back to 
the Community Development Committee for further review, if they could consider vacant 
properties within city limits that are 1-5 acres in size, but are unable to be platted 
because the cost to run sewer to the site is prohibitive.  He recommended that those 
properties that are far away from an existing line be allowed to use septic in the interim 
or be removed from the UGA.   
 
Councilmember Dick thanked him for the information. He said that the city has to 
consider ways to keep developer funding as a means to extend sewer by utilizing 
latecomer’s agreements.  
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Wade Perrow – 9119 No. Harborview Dr.  Mr. Perrow agreed with what had been said 
by Mr. Halsan.  He said that the city engineer denied an application for a project 
because it would be required to hook to a sewer line which was 2-1/2 miles away at a 
cost of approximately four and one-half million dollars to service a half-acre lot.  He said 
that the city has a responsibility to establish the areas that are going to be on sewer, 
develop the ULIDs, and install the lines.  He agreed that too much reliance has been put 
on the developer. 
 
3. First Reading of Ordinance - Wetland and Critical Area Regulation Revision.   
 
Councilmember Ruffo suggested that this ordinance be sent back for further review as a 
result of the public testimony heard this evening.   
 
Councilmember Conan asked if there are methods to protect wetlands other than 
increasing buffers. He also asked what are other jurisdictions are doing about this issue. 
 
Ms. Vanderburg explained that there are other provisions to protect wetlands that 
involve city-specific analyses such as low-impact development strategies.  Buffers, 
along with performance standards are the most widely used methods.  She continued to 
respond that other jurisdictions are trying to adopt ordinances by the end of this year or 
beginning of 2006.  One jurisdiction has been challenged by CTED and DOE because 
they chose not to increase their buffers from the 25-100 ft. limits.  Other jurisdictions are 
looking at low-impact development and other comprehensive ways to approach 
protection of wetlands and wildlife habitat.  
 
Councilmember Conan said that the Planning Commission worked very hard on this 
without the benefit of the wetland inventory. He suggested allowing them to review this 
again now that the inventory had been completed and there are 91 possible wetlands 
identified. 
 
John Vodopich pointed out that the workload for the Planning Commission is quite 
extended and may be in need of prioritization.   
 
 MOTION: Move to send this back to the Planning Commission for further 

consideration now that the Wetland Inventory has been completed. 
   Conan / Young – unanimously approved. 
 
4. First Reading of Ordinance – Hall Street Vacation.  John Vodopich explained that 
this ordinance was the subject of the public hearing earlier in the evening.  He said that 
the city attorney will do further research on the easement concerns and this will return at 
the next meeting. 
 
5. First Reading of Ordinance – Increasing Monthly Water Rates.  Mark Hoppen, City 
Administrator, presented this ordinance that would result in a 5% increase in monthly 
water rates. This will return for a second reading at the next meeting. 
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6. First Reading of Ordinance – Increasing Monthly Sewer Rates. Mark Hoppen, City 
Administrator, presented this ordinance that would result in a 5% increase in monthly 
sewer rates. This will return for a second reading at the next meeting. 
 
7. Resolution Adopting the Six-Year Transportation Improvement Plan 2006-2011. 
Steve Misiurak presented this resolution that was subject to a public hearing earlier in 
the meeting. He offered to answer any questions. 
 
Councilmember Dick asked for clarification on the eastbound on-ramp at the Wollochet 
Interchange.  Mr. Misiurak responded that he believes that this was put back on the 
state’s TIP with the passage of HB912 and is slated for implementation in 2008.  It can 
be added to the city’s TIP for informational purposes next year. 
 
Councilmember Young mentioned that he would welcome bringing back the Hunt Street 
Overpass for recalculation of impact fees.  Mr. Misiurak said that the appropriate time to 
reintroduce impact fees would be after the city-wide capacity evaluation. 
 
 MOTION: Move to adopt Resolution No. 657 as presented. 
   Ruffo / Picinich – unanimously approved. 
 
STAFF REPORT:  
 1. Dick Bower, Building Official/Fire Marshal – Emergency Management and 
Planning.  No verbal report presented. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:    
 
Wade Perrow – 9119 North Harborview Drive.  Mr. Perrow said that six months ago he 
cautioned Council about adopting changes to the Design Review Manual in haste. He 
said he has an issue that has developed in the Northarbor Business Campus as a 
result.  The building was designed when the property was in the county, but has since 
been annexed. In order to use the design, they are going to have to eliminate a portion 
due to the 30 foot setback. Another ten foot of setback is taken for the power line road 
which is considered an enhancement corridor.  This would remove 8,400 s.f. of a 
24,000 s.f. building; resulting in a 36% reduction.  If the 200 ft. setback for wetlands is 
implemented, he would end up with less than 3,000 s.f. of property that he would own.  
He asked Council to direct staff to review that enhancement corridor language to make 
sure it is consistent with the intent.  He added that he favors using the power line 
corridor for bike paths, and agreed that dense vegetative screening is important, but 
disagreed with the size and that it should be a requirement for his property alone rather 
than the power line corridor.  He said that 15-20 feet should be sufficient.  He again 
asked that this be brought back for reconsideration. 
 
Matt Halvorsen - 13429 100th Street.  Said that when he was president of the Peninsula 
Neighborhood Association, he came before Council to object to the increase in the 
commercial property in the Gig Harbor area. Now it appears that it is holding up the 
hospital, which is more crucial than a Costco.   
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COUNCIL COMMENTS / MAYOR’S REPORT:   Make a Difference Day. 
 
Mayor Wilbert introduced Captain Mike Horn, Ft. Lewis, who described the efforts on 
October 22nd,  “Make a Difference Day,” of the 201st Brigade to clear the ivy and do 
other repairs at the Bogue Volunteer Center.  Captain Horn provided commentary to the 
slide show of the members of the 201st, who spent over six hours on this community 
project. 
 
Mayor Wilbert then introduced Eagle Scout Rob Hayden, who took on the final clean-up 
of the Bogue Volunteer Center as his project.  Rob gave a brief explanation of the result 
of his efforts.  
 
Councilmember Young said that he realizes that the Planning Commission has several 
things on their agenda, and suggested that either staff, the Council, or the Planning 
Commission itself prioritize the workload to address the upcoming hospital, comp plan 
and EIS updates in March.  He said that there are other, minor issues that can be 
delayed. He mentioned that one thing that he would like for them to review is a small 
text amendment to the RB zone so that the building square foot limitation would be per 
structure instead of per lot.  Additionally, there is the need to revisit multiple lots that are 
owned by one owner. 
 
Councilmember Ruffo said that it is a Council responsibility to set priorities for the 
Planning Commission. He said that there are items that are priority and can be 
articulated at the next meeting. The rest should be left up to the new Council and Mayor 
to prioritize.  Councilmember Ekberg suggested that staff prepare a list before the next 
meeting.  
 
Councilmember Ruffo announced that this would be the last Council meeting for 
Councilmember John Picinich, who would be unable to attend the December 12th 
meeting. He thanked Councilmember Picinich for his twelve years of service. The 
Mayor, Councilmembers, Staff and members of the audience gave Councilmember 
Picinich a standing round of applause. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS:   
 
Mayor Wilbert introduced Mayor Elect Chuck Hunter, Councilmember Elect Paul Kadzik, 
and Councilmember Elect Tim Payne, adding that they would be sworn in at the next 
Council meeting of December 12th. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: For the purpose of discussing property acquisition per RCW 
42.30.110(1)(b). 
 
 MOTION: Move to adjourn to executive session at 9:55 p.m. for approximately 

20 minutes to discuss property acquisition per RCW 
42.30.110(1)(b). 

  Picinich / Franich – unanimously approved. 

11 



 
 MOTION: Move to return to regular session at 10:03 p.m. 
  Picinich / Ruffo – unanimously approved. 
 
ADJOURN:  
 
 MOTION:   Move to adjourn at 10:03 p.m. 
   Picinich / Ruffo – unanimously approved. 
 
        CD recorder utilized: 
         Disk #1 Tracks 1 – 21. 
         Disk #2 Tracks 1 – 28. 
         Disk #3 Tracks 1 – 6. 
 
 
 
____________________________ ____________________________  
Gretchen A. Wilbert, Mayor  Molly M. Towslee, City Clerk 
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PROCLAMATION OF THE MAYOR 

OF THE CITY OF GIG HARBOR 
 
 
WHEREAS, national, state and local studies have shown that the youth of today are 
avoiding the benefits of physical activity and good nutrition to their detriment and in 
order to create a change in the mind set of our children towards more physical exercise 
and activity and good   nutrition, we must seek out youth leaders, who will develop and 
design projects which will help to influence their peers, friends and classmates to follow 
more healthy lifestyles; and 
 
WHEREAS, in 1990, 25% of adults were overweight, in 2002 the percentage increased 
to 34% and in 2004 the percentage again increased to 40% and in 2004, two-thirds of 
the children five to seventeen could not pass the minimum national fitness tests: 33% of 
boys and 50% of girls could not run a mile in ten minutes and 25% of boys and 70% of 
girls could not do one pull up; and 
 
WHEREAS, various medical journals and sources support the finding that the severity 
of childhood obesity is so great that it could shorten life spans by five years; and  
  
WHEREAS, the promotion of the benefits of physical activity and good nutrition in 
homes, schools and communities is essential for the good health and development of 
our children; and  

WHEREAS, the youth of our community are capable of designing their own unique 
projects and designing the projects to increase awareness to their friends, relatives, 
peers, and classmates about the positive benefits of daily physical activity, good food 
choices and the dangers of a sedentary lifestyle; and 
 
WHEREAS, by empowering the youths of our community to take leadership roles, they 
will be better able to influence their friends, relatives, peers, and  classmates in 
choosing to exercise and follow good nutrition guidelines and to be advocates of healthy 
lifestyles, based on creative youth-based messages, which will maximize the number of 
youths exposed to the messages; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Gig Harbor does hereby 
proclaim the Year 2006, as 
 
 

“HEALTHY YOUTH AWARENESS YEAR” 
 
and urges all community-based organizations, religious communities, civic groups, 
elected officials and government agencies to utilize this day to raise awareness of 
healthy living lifestyles for the youth in our community. 
 

 
 
 

 
             
    Mayor, City of Gig Harbor      Date 



   

 
    Tacoma/Pierce County Chapter 
 
 

Empowering Leaders to Make a Difference 
 

 

ALF BACKGROUND 
 
The American Leadership Forum is a national non-profit organization with eight local chapters. ALF’s 
mission is to join and strengthen a community of diverse leaders to better serve the public good.   
 
ALF’s purpose is to enhance individual leadership skills, to increase each participant’s commitment to 
community leadership and service, and to create a growing network of leaders with the skills, trust and 
relationships to work collaboratively for the public good.  ALF meets its objectives by providing a year-
long leadership program for 20 to 24 established diverse community leaders.  The 22-day program 
includes a Wilderness Challenge where individuals practice group teamwork, learning trust and self-
reliance.  In addition, monthly seminars led by nationally recognized speakers address such topics as 
conflict resolution, understanding difference, ethics, collaboration and consensus-building.  Each class 
also works on a community project chosen by the group, gaining experience for collaborative community 
work in the future.  After graduation, each class joins the ranks of Senior Fellows gathering regularly for 
issue forums, social events, continuing leadership education, and community service. This growing 
network of Senior Fellows carries out the mission of working collaboratively for the public good.  
 
ALF connects diverse leaders across city, county and sectoral lines, increases an understanding of ethnic 
and other differences and weaves a new tapestry of strong relationships so that local leaders can call on 
one another to work effectively together. ALF classes are carefully balanced for diversity of all kinds. The 
goal is to represent as much as possible the diversity of the region. Between 25% and 30% of each class is 
drawn from communities of color. It is the boundary-crossing nature of the ALF program that makes it so 
unique.  As described by ALF Board member Margy McGroarty, “ALF provides a rare opportunity to 
meet and work with leaders from across Pierce County who share a common goal…to contribute to 
improving the community in which we live.”  
 
Using an outcomes-based evaluation process, recent ALF participants have demonstrated statistically 
significant increased leadership capacity, appreciation of diversity and commitment to the local 
community. In addition, 100% of participants indicate that they would highly recommend the program to 
other leaders. The evaluation data support what Tacoma’s Fire Chief Eileen Lewis states about the ALF 
leadership experience:  “My ALF class gave me balance and helped me develop further as a leader 
during a difficult year (the year of 9/11). Supporting each other and giving back to the community is what 
the ALF experience is all about.” 
 
The Tacoma/ Pierce County Chapter was originally founded and funded for six years from 1989-95.  In 
2000, a dedicated Board of ALF graduates recognized the need for an ongoing collaborative leadership 
initiative in our community and re-started the chapter.  Since then, five classes have completed the year-
long program, and another is in progress, bringing the total number of ALF leaders to almost 250.    
 
Foundations and corporations currently supporting ALF include The Greater Tacoma Community 
Foundation, The Forest Foundation, The Gottfried and Mary Fuchs Foundation, the Weyerhaeuser 
Company Foundation, The Russell Family Foundation, the Florence Kilworth Foundation, Grantmaker 
Consultants, Inc., the Ben B. Cheney Foundation, KeyBank of Washington, Weyerhaeuser Company, 
Columbia Bank, Simpson Investment Company, The News Tribune and Russell Investment Group.     
 

 













 
 

ADMINISTRATION 
 
 
TO:  MAYOR WILBERT AND CITY COUNCIL 
FROM: MARK HOPPEN, CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
SUBJECT: ASSIGNED COUNSEL AGREEMENT AMENDMENT 
DATE: DECEMBER 12, 2005 
 
INFORMATION/BACKGROUND 
Pierce County provides indigent defense services for the Gig Harbor Municipal Court 
through Pierce County’s Department of Assigned Counsel.  The attached contract 
amendment authorizes the continuation of this relationship from January 1, 2006 
through December 31, 2006, with a 2.5% increase in the amount of the contract.  This 
represents a contract increase from $42,500 in 2005 to $43,562 in 2006.   
 
POLICY CONSIDERATIONS 
The City of Gig Harbor and Pierce County anticipated a two-year contract for 2005 and 
2006, which was amendable quarterly if Pierce County costs were altered.  The Pierce 
County budget for the Department of Assigned Counsel increased 2.5% for 2006. 
 
FISCAL CONSIDERATIONS 
The current contract can be evaluated quarterly to determine whether payments should 
be revised to accurately reflect county costs.  Pierce County is requesting a revision to 
the last year of the current contract.  The city budget will provide $50,000 in 2006, as it 
did in 2005, to cover this contract and its potential fluctuations as per quarterly review.   
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Administration recommends approval of the amendment to the agreement. 



FIRST AMENDMENT TO ASSIGNED COUNSEL AGREEMENT 
 

 
 THIS FIRST AMENDMENT to the Assigned Counsel Agreement is 
entered into this ____ day of __________________, 200_, by and between the 
City of Gig Harbor (hereinafter the “City”) a non-charter code city organized 
under the laws of the State of Washington, and Pierce County, a political 
subdivision of the State of Washington.   
 

W I T N E S S E T H: 
 

 WHEREAS, the parties entered into an Agreement for the provision of 
legal counsel services to indigent defendants in the Gig Harbor Municipal Court 
for the 2005-2006 calendar years; and  
 
 WHEREAS, this Assigned Counsel Agreement (hereinafter the 
“Agreement”) was dated January 1, 2005 and was executed by the duly 
authorized representatives of both parties; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Department of Assigned Counsel is asking that the City 
amend the Agreement to increase the compensation provided to the Department 
in accordance with a two and a half percent (2.5%) Cost of Living Allowance 
(“COLA”) because the County budget was increased 2.5%; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the increase in the COLA would increase the total amount of 
the contract to Forty-Three Thousand, Five Hundred Sixty-Two Dollars and Fifty 
Cents ($43,562.50); 
 
 WHEREAS, an amendment to the Agreement is necessary for the COLA 
to become effective: Now, Therefore, 
 
 In consideration of the mutual promises contained in the Agreement and 
this First Amendment, the parties hereto agree as follows:  
 

T E R M S: 
 

 Section 1.  Section 2 of the Assigned Counsel Agreement identified 
above is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 

2.  In return for the services rendered to the City and to those 
indigent defendants represented by the Department, the City 
agrees to pay the County a sum not to exceed Forty-Three 
Thousand, Five Hundred Sixty-Two Dollars and Fifty Cents 
($43,562.48) $42,500.00 annually, commencing January 1, 2005 
2006 and ending December 31, 2006.  Payments shall be due and 
payable in the amount of Ten Thousand Eight Hundred Ninety 
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Dollars and Sixty-Two Cents ($10,890.62) 10,625.00 at the end of 
each quarter for those services rendered.  
 
Section 2.  All of the remaining terms of the Assigned Counsel 

Agreement shall be unaffected by this First Amendment, and shall be fully 
enforceable by either party.  

 
Section 3.  Severability.  If any court of competent jurisdiction finds 

that any provision, sentence or phrase of this First Amendment or the 
Agreement is invalid or unconstitutional, such invalidity shall not affect the 
validity or constitutionality of any other provision, sentence or phrase. 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this 

First Amendment as of the day and year first above written. 
 

CITY OF GIG HARBOR    PIERCE COUNTY 
 
 
__________________________  ____________________________ 
Mayor      John H. Hill, Director 
      Department of Assigned Counsel 
 
__________________________  ____________________________ 
City Administrator    Pierce County Executive Director 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________ 
City Clerk 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
__________________________ 
City Attorney  
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

 
TO:  MAYOR WILBERT AND CITY COUNCIL 
FROM: JOHN P. VODOPICH, AICP 
  COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
SUBJECT: INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY AND PIERCE 

COUNTY FOR FIRE INVESTIGATION SERVICES 
DATE: DECEMBER 12, 2005 
 
BACKGROUND 
The City has utilized the services of the Pierce County Fire Marshal’s office for the 
investigation of the origin, cause, circumstances, and extent of loss of suspicious 
fires within the City limits.  It is appropriate that the City renew this Interlocal 
Agreement for the term ending December 31, 2010. 
 
FISCAL CONSIDERATION 
Except for updated names and dates, the terms and conditions remain the same 
as the prior agreement. The rate is based on the current CPI and remains the 
same as 2005.  The City would pay $1,459.62 per fire investigation.  For the year 
2006, the cost will be $6,422.33 for all services rendered under the terms of this 
agreement. Annual increases for subsequent years shall be based upon the 
growth in the previous year’s CPI for the Seattle area and the average number of 
fire investigation responses by County to City for the past five years using a rolling 
average method of calculation, and/or based upon modification in the annual work 
plan as agreed upon by the parties.  This anticipated cost has been incorporated 
into the 2006 Budget. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
I recommend that the City Council authorize the Mayor to sign the Interlocal 
Agreement with Pierce County for fire investigation services. 















 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

 

 

 
TO: MAYOR WILBERT AND CITY COUNCIL  
FROM: DAVID BRERETON 
 DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS 
SUBJECT: EDDON BOAT NET SHED RE-ROOFING 

CONTRACT AUTHORIZATION 
DATE: DECEMBER 12, 2005 
 
INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND 
On November 14, 2005, City Council authorized a contract for re-roofing the Eddon 
Boat Net Shed to Rooftop Services, LLC in the amount of $6,991.80.  Rooftop Services 
informed the City on December 1, 2005 that they are unable to obtain proper insurance 
coverage to perform the job and are unable to honor their contract. 
 
The second lowest price quotation was received from Contractor’s Roof Service, Inc. in 
the amount of $9,783.10, a difference of $2,791.30 from Rooftop Services, LLC 
quotation.  The three contractors that originally responded with price quotations were: 
 

Rooftop Services, LLC   $  6,991.80 
Contractor’s Roof Service, Inc.  $  9,783.10 
Peninsula Roofing     $11,176.04 
 

FISCAL CONSIDERATIONS 
This is an unbudgeted objective utilizing existing funds in the Parks Division. This 
expenditure may require a future budget amendment if funds are depleted by the end of 
the fiscal year.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
I recommend that the Council authorize the award and execution of the contract for the 
Eddon Boat Net Shed Re-roofing to Contractor’s Roof Service, Inc. in the amount of 
Nine Thousand Seven Hundred Eighty-three Dollars and Ten Cents ($9,783.10). 





















 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

 
 
TO: MAYOR WILBERT AND CITY COUNCIL  
FROM: DAVID BRERETON 
 DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS 
SUBJECT: RESOLUTION - DECLARATION OF SURPLUS PROPERTY 
DATE: DECEMBER 12, 2005 
 
INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND 
The 2005 budget anticipated replacement of equipment and tools.  In the process of 
reviewing current equipment inventories, several additional items have been determined 
to be obsolete or surplus to the City’s present or future needs.  The items proposed for 
declaration as surplus are set forth in the attached resolution. 
 
FISCAL CONSIDERATIONS 
Monies received for the surplus items will be used to offset the costs for new vehicles 
and equipment. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
I recommend that Council approve the resolution as presented, declaring the specified 
equipment surplus and eligible for sale. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO. 658 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF GIG HARBOR 
DECLARING CITY EQUIPMENT SURPLUS AND ELIGIBLE 
FOR SALE. 
 

 
WHEREAS, the Gig Harbor City Council has determined that City-owned 

equipment is surplus to the City's equipment needs and has been or is in need of 
being replaced with new equipment; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City may declare such equipment surplus and eligible for sale; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Gig Harbor hereby resolves 
as follows. 
 
To declare as surplus: 
 

 
EQUIPMENT 

 
Fixed Asset 
Number/ID 

Number 
 

 
SERIAL NUMBER 

 
MODEL INFO. 

1 Speedaire Compressor   3Z420 
2 Rotary Screen  H207023 13270A0072 
3 Variable Frequency Drive 

(100 HP Blower#1) 
  Drive 

Bulletin#1352 
4 Vacuum/Pressure 

Tank&Control Box 
  Waubaushene 

5 Craftsman Push 
Lawnmower 

00151 015320 917-372490 

6 Speedaire Compressor  9709016234 52598B 
7 Speedaire Compressor   3Z420F 
8 Sears Air Compressor   C63BXBE-273 
9 4 Portable Toyoset 

Heaters 
 03354, 03461, 0317, 05501 OMNI 230 

10 4 Goodyear studded 
snow tires (used) 

  215/70 R15 

11 4 Power King Studded 
snow tires (used) 

  225/70 R15-
1005 

12 Cub Cadet Tractor-
Mower 

148 IJ297G30126 13A-288-IOU 

13 Many oak items from the 
old City Hall: Credenzas, 
bookcases, desks, filing 
cabinets, shelving unit 
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EQUIPMENT 

 
Fixed Asset 
Number/ID 

Number 
 

 
SERIAL NUMBER 

 
MODEL INFO. 

14 Old metal fireplace    
15 Metal bookshelf    
16 2 locking file cabinets 

(short) 
   

17 Large wooden mail-slot 
kiosk 

   

18 Homelite string trimmer 00242 H83443294 20677 
19 Homelite string trimmer 00243 H83443401 20677 
20 Goodyear Tires   235/75/R16 
21 (2) Remington Tires on 

wheels 
  195/75/14 

22 (1) Goodyear Eagle   215/70/R15 
23 (2) Power King    P225/70/R15 
24 (6) Goodyear   P215/70/R15 
25 Echo Hedge Trimmer 00155 065801 HC210E 
26 Stihl Pipe Saw   TS350Super 
27 (6) Stackable chairs    
28 Cable chains    
29 Portable Heaters  03354, 03461, 0317, 05501 OMNI 230 
30 1980 Ford Bucket Truck 255 F37GRJJ0301 Bucket truck 

  

PASSED ON THIS 12th day of December, 2005.   

  
 APPROVED: 
 
 

____________________________________ 
  MAYOR GRETCHEN WILBERT 
 
 
 

ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED: 
 
 
 
                                                                              
MOLLY TOWSLEE, CITY CLERK 

 
FILED WITH THE CITY CLERK:  12/7/05 
PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL: 12/12/05 
RESOLUTION NO.  658 
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ADMINISTRATION 
 
 
 
 
TO:  MAYOR WILBERT AND CITY COUNCILMEMBERS 
FROM: MARK HOPPEN, CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
SUBJECT: PUBLIC USE OF CITY CIVIC CENTER FACILITIES  
  POLICY AND AGREEMENT 
DATE: DECEMBER 12, 2005 
 
BACKGROUND 
To better serve our user groups it is occasionally necessary to make changes 
or additions to the Facilities Use Policy and Agreement. 
 
Interlocal agreement with PenMet Parks will allow the park district to schedule 
regularly recurring meetings (4).  With the existing custodial staffing, it is no 
longer necessary to provide the activity supervisor with a key to the building 
(5.C).  Items 6.C and 7.I have been changed to reflect the need to be aware of 
food plans and to provide for the possibility of additional clean-up following a 
meeting if refreshments or meals are planned.  A final change was made on 
the signature page to reflect that this document is typically computer 
generated with the reverse side left blank. 
 
FISCAL CONSIDERATION 
None. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
I recommend acceptance of the proposed changes to the Public Use of City 
Civic Center Facilities policy and agreement. 
 















 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

 
 
TO: MAYOR WILBERT AND CITY COUNCIL  
FROM: STEPHEN MISIURAK, P.E. 
 CITY ENGINEER 
SUBJECT: 36 /POINT FOSDICK INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 

(CSP-0029) – CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 
TH

DATE: DECEMBER 12, 2005 
 
INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND 
On June 13, 2005, Council awarded the construction contract to Harlow Construction 
Co., Inc. in the amount of $855,447.00 for construction of a single lane modern 
roundabout at the above-mentioned intersection. 
 
Due to unforeseen outside private utility company relocation conflicts, and in order to 
minimize inconvenience to the traveling public, the City’s contractor was unable to 
perform necessary roadway storm drainage work concurrently during the private utility 
work window. Consequently, Harlow was preempted from beginning its first phase of 
storm drain work in a timely manner. Due to this delay along with the concerted effort to 
minimize traffic congestion, additional time is required to complete this project.  
 
This Change Order provides for both a 20 day contract time extension and an additional 
$27,070.71 in associated necessary traffic control and other extra project costs. The 
majority of the extra costs are attributable to the required extra flagging hours necessary 
to complete the remaining work safely under traffic control. At any given time it is 
necessary to have one flagger at each leg of the four legged roundabout along with a 
traffic control supervisor who supervises safely the control of traffic throughout the 
roundabout. 
 
ISSUES/FISCAL IMPACT 
This Change Order will revise the total construction project amount to $882,457.71. 
Sufficient funds exist within the Street Operating Fund, Objective No.15 in the amount of 
$995,000 to fund this Change Order. Three funding sources are involved in this project. 
They include WSDOT and Pierce County, each at $330,000.00, and the remainder from 
City Street funds. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
I recommend that Council authorize Change Order No. 1 in the amount of $27,010.71, 
including retail sales tax. 







 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 
 
TO: MAYOR WILBERT AND CITY COUNCIL  
FROM: DAVID BRERETON 
 DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS 
SUBJECT: CONTRACT AUTHORIZATION – CITY SHOP VENTILATION SYSTEM 
DATE: DECEMBER 12, 2005 
 
INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND 
The 2005 Street Operating budget provides the installation of a ventilation system in the 
equipment and welding area at the City’s Maintenance Facility.  Potential contractors 
were contacted in accordance with the city’s Small Works Roster Process (Resolution 
No. 592).  Three contractors responded with the following price quotation proposals: 
 

Schneider-Simpson Sheet Metal & Blower Co., Inc.  $10,753.28 
Scott & From Co., Inc.      $11,500.00 
Narrows Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc.    $19,512.00   

 
Based on the price quotation proposals received, the lowest price quotation received 
was from Schneider-Simpson Sheet Metal & Blower Company, Inc. in the amount of 
Ten Thousand Seven Hundred Fifty-three Dollars and Twenty-eight cents ($10,753.28).   

It is anticipated that the work will be completed within seven weeks after the contract is 
awarded. 
 
FISCAL CONSIDERATIONS 
This work was anticipated in the adopted 2005 Budget Street Operating fund, Objective 
No. 11 in the amount of $10,000.00.  The lowest quotation received is $753.28 over the 
budgeted amount however sufficient funds exist in the Street Operating fund. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
I recommend the Council authorize the award and execution of the contract for 
installation of ventilation system at the City’s Maintenance Facility to Schneider-
Simpson Sheet Metal & Blower Company, Inc. as the lowest responsible respondent, 
for their price quotation proposal amount of Ten Thousand Seven Hundred Fifty-three 
Dollars and Twenty-eight Cents ($10,753.28).   

 





















 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

 
TO: MAYOR WILBERT AND CITY COUNCIL  
FROM: JOHN P. VODOPICH, AICP 
 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
SUBJECT: SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE  
 - HALL STREET VACATION REQUEST  
DATE: DECEMBER 12, 2005 
 
INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND 
The City received a petition on June 30, 2005, to vacate a portion of Hall Street abutting 
the Israel/Hall property as shown on exhibits A and B on the attached ordinance in 
accordance with GHMC 12.14.002C.  The petition was amended on November 9, 2005 
to clarify ownership of the residential property, as the Janell Adrienne Israel Living Trust 
and the Colin Kelly Harris Living Trust.  On November 28, 2005 the City Council held a 
public hearing regarding the requested street vacation.  
 
Specifically, the request is for the vacation of the portion of Hall Street right-of-way 
currently held by the City, and abutting the northern property frontage of Parcels A and 
B of Short Plat No. 2260000371.  Prior research on this right-of-way has determined 
that this portion of Hall Street was platted in Pierce County in 1888 and was not opened 
or improved by 1905, therefore it automatically was vacated by operation of law in 1896.  
The City’s ability to open this portion of Hall Street is barred by lapse of time and the 
City has no interest in the street, except for a 7.5 foot easement to maintain the City’s 
utilities located along the north line of the area to be vacated.  In order to ensure that 
this portion of Hall Street is placed on tax rolls and the ownership is formally recorded, 
the property owner has requested that the City vacate the street under GHMC 12.14. 
 
The City Attorney has responded to the questions that arose at the first reading of this 
ordinance and has made the revisions accordingly. 
 
The right-of-way proposed for vacation along Hall Street is surplus to the City’s needs, 
and the City does not have any plans for improving the right-of-way proposed for 
vacation.  The vacation request will not eliminate public access to any property.   
 
FISCAL CONSIDERATIONS 
The processing fee has been paid in accordance with GHMC 12.14.004.  
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
I recommend that Council approve the Ordinance as presented at this second reading.   
 

























 
 

ADMINISTRATION 
 
 
 
TO:  MAYOR WILBERT AND CITY COUNCIL 
FROM: DAVID RODENBACH, FINANCE DIRECTOR 
SUBJECT: SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE INCREASING MONTHLY WATER 

RATES. 
DATE: DECEMBER 12, 2005 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
This is the second reading of an ordinance increasing monthly water rates.  Rates were last 
increased October 1, 2003 as recommended in a rate study conducted by Gray and 
Osborne, Inc. This same study also recommended a second 5% rate increase 
approximately one year after the first increase. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The proposed rate increase will ensure that adequate revenues are available to meet 
operating costs, replace aging infrastructure, construct new facilities, and maintain 
adequate cash reserves. 
 
FINANCIAL 
The proposed rate increase will provide approximately $35,000 in additional operating 
revenues for the water utility in 2006. 
 
Currently, the City’s average residential water bill for one month is $20.98.  With the 
proposed increase this rate would increase to $22.03. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends adoption of this ordinance.



 
 

CITY OF GIG HARBOR 
ORDINANCE NO. ___ 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF GIG HARBOR, WASHINGTON 
CHANGING THE MONTHLY WATER SERVICE RATE TO BE PAID TO 
THE CITY BY OWNERS OF PROPERTY WITHIN THE CITY FOR THE 
PROVISION OF WATER SERVICES; AMENDING GIG HARBOR CODE 
SECTIONS 13.04.010, 13.04.020 AND 13.04.060, TO BE EFFECTIVE 
BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2006. 

 
 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to raise water service rates and charges to meet the 
increasing cost of providing water services; 

 
WHEREAS, the 2003 rate study by Gray & Osborne recommends these rate 

increases; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Gig Harbor, Washington, DO 

ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Section 1.  Section 13.04.010 of the Gig Harbor Municipal Code is hereby amended as 
follows: 
 

13.04.010 Water Rates.   
The monthly water service rates shall be set at the following amounts: 
   Customer Commodity 
Customer  Base Charge Charge 
Class/Meter  (per meter/month) (per ccf)
Residential  $9.53 $9.08 $1.25 $1.19
Multi-residential 
5/8" & 3/4"  16.74 15.94 1.16 1.10
1"   23.04 21.94 1.16 1.10
1-1/2"   38.66 36.82 1.16 1.10
2"   57.48 54.74 1.16 1.10
3"   107.61 102.49 1.16 1.10
4"   $164.06 156.25 $1.16 1.10
Commercial/Schools 
5/8" & 3/4"  $14.04 13.37 $1.21 1.15
1"   18.53 17.65 1.21 1.15
1-1/2"   29.67 28.26 1.21 1.15
2"   43.09 41.04 1.21 1.15
3"   78.86 75.10 1.21 1.15
4"   $119.11 113.44 1.21 1.15

 



 
 
Section 2.  Section 13.04.020 of the Gig Harbor Municipal Code is hereby amended as 
follows: 
 

13.04.020 Nonmetered residential uses.   
Until a water meter has been installed to measure water consumed by a residential unit or a 
multiple-residential building, the water service charge applicable to such unmetered unit 
shall be $28.28 $26.93 per month per unit. 
 
Section 3.  Section 13.04.060 of the Gig Harbor Municipal Code is hereby amended as 
follows: 
 

13.04.060 Discontinuance of water service.   
Should the owner of any premises desire to discontinue the use of water supplied any 
premises, he shall give the city notice in writing and pay in full any outstanding water 
charges on his account at the utility department.  The water shall then be shut off.  Upon 
proper application and payment of $25.00 $15.00 turn-on charge, water service shall be 
turned on again. 
 

*** 
 
Section 4.  This ordinance shall be in full force and take effect January 1, 2006 which shall 
be at least five (5) days after its publication of an approved summary consisting of the title. 
 
PASSED by the City Council of the City of Gig Harbor, Washington, and approved by its 
Mayor at a regular meeting of the council held on this __th day of December, 2005. 

 
  APPROVED: 

 
  _____________________________ 
  Gretchen A. Wilbert, Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Molly Towslee, City Clerk 
 
 
Filed with city clerk:   
Passed by city council:    
Date published:   
Date effective:  



 
 
 
 SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE NO. ___ 
 of the City of Gig Harbor, Washington 
 

On December __, 2005, the City Council of the City of Gig Harbor, Washington, 
approved Ordinance No. ___, the summary of text of which is as follows: 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF GIG HARBOR, WASHINGTON 
CHANGING THE MONTHLY WATER SERVICE RATE TO BE PAID TO 
THE CITY BY OWNERS OF PROPERTY WITHIN THE CITY FOR THE 
PROVISION OF WATER SERVICES; AMENDING GIG HARBOR CODE 
SECTIONS 13.04.010 AND 13.04.020, TO BE EFFECTIVE BEGINNING 
JANUARY 1, 2006. 

 
 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GIG HARBOR: 
 

The full text of this ordinance will be mailed upon request. 
 
 

APPROVED by the City Council at their regular meeting of December __, 2005. 
 
 

BY:                      
  

MOLLY M. TOWSLEE, CITY CLERK 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

ADMINISTRATION 
 
 
TO:  MAYOR WILBERT AND CITY COUNCIL 
FROM: DAVID RODENBACH, FINANCE DIRECTOR 
SUBJECT: SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE INCREASING MONTHLY SEWER 

RATES. 
DATE: DECEMBER 12, 2005 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
This is the second reading of an ordinance increasing monthly sewer service rates.  Rates 
were last increased October 1, 2003 as recommended in a rate study conducted by Gray 
and Osborne, Inc. This same study also recommended a second rate increase 
approximately one year after the first increase. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The proposed rate increase will ensure that adequate revenues are available to meet 
operating costs, replace aging infrastructure, construct new facilities, and maintain 
adequate cash reserves. 
 
FINANCIAL 
The proposed rate increase will allow the sewer utility to cover operating expenses (not 
including debt service payments) in 2006.   
 
Currently, the City’s average residential sewer bill for one month is $29.63.  With the 
proposed increase this rate would increase to $31.11.  This increase will provide an 
additional $75,000 in annual revenues. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends adoption of this ordinance.



 
 

CITY OF GIG HARBOR 
ORDINANCE NO. 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF GIG HARBOR, WASHINGTON 
INCREASING THE MONTHLY SEWER SERVICE RATE TO BE PAID TO 
THE CITY BY OWNERS OF PROPERTY WITHIN THE CITY FOR THE 
PROVISION OF SEWER SERVICES; AND AMENDING GIG HARBOR 
CODE SECTIONS 13.32.010, 13.32.015, 13.32.020, AND 13.32.025 TO BE 
EFFECTIVE BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2006. 

 
 
 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to raise sewer service rates and charges to meet the 
increasing cost of providing sewage collection and treatment services; and 

 
WHEREAS, the 2003 rate study by Gray & Osborne recommends these rate 

increases; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Gig Harbor, Washington,  DO 
ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Section 1.  Section 13.32.010 of the Gig Harbor Municipal Code is hereby amended as 
follows: 
 

13.32.10 Sewer Rates.   
A.  The monthly sewer service rate shall be set at the following amounts: 

 
  Customer Commodity 
Customer Base Charge Charge 
Class  (per month) (per ccf)
Residential $16.98 $16.17 $2.08 $1.98
Multi-Family Residential 13.06 12.44 2.08 1.98
(per living unit) 
Commercial/School 39.64 37.75 3.68 3.50
Dept. of Corrections                $5,236.35 $4,987 $2.08 $1.98

 
* * * 

Section 2.  Section 13.32.015 of the Gig Harbor Municipal Code is hereby amended as 
follows: 
 

13.32.015  Sewer Rates – Community Systems.  The monthly sewer service rates 
for community systems shall be set at the following amounts: 



 
 

Customer  Monthly 
Class   Charge 
Shore Crest System                            $5.25 $5.00 plus $25.86 $24.63/living unit 
 

Section 3.  Section 13.32.020 of the Gig Harbor Municipal Code is hereby amended as 
follows: 
 

13.32.20 Non-metered uses.  Until a water meter has been installed to measure 
water flow by a residential unit, multi-residential building, or commercial 
facility, the sewer service charge for each unmetered unit/facility shall be 
as follows: 

 
Nonmetered Customer Class   Monthly Charge 

 
Residential  $31.11 $29.63/unit 
Multifamily residential  22.31 21.25/living unit 
Commercial  $76.39 72.75/billing unit 

 
Section 4.  Section 13.32.025 of the Gig Harbor Municipal Code is hereby amended as 
follows: 
 

13.32.025  Sewer Rates – Community systems using flow meters.   
    Customer     Commodity 
Customer   Base Charge    Charge 
Class    (per month) (per ccf) 
Residential   $5.25 $5.00 + $11.73 $11.17/unit  $2.08 $1.98
Multi-Family Residential $5.25 $5.00 + $7.81 $7.44/unit  $2.08 1.98
Commercial   $5.25 $5.00 + $34.39 $32.75/unit  $3.68 3.50
 

* * * 
Section 5.  This ordinance shall be in full force and take effect December __, 2005 which 
shall be at least five (5) days after its publication of an approved summary consisting of the 
title. 



 
 
PASSED by the City Council of the City of Gig Harbor, Washington, and approved by its 
Mayor at a regular meeting of the council held on this __th day of December, 2005. 

 
  APPROVED: 

      
  Gretchen A. Wilbert, Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
_________________________________ 
Molly Towslee 
City Clerk 
 
Filed with city clerk:     
Passed by city council:    
Date published:   
Date effective:  



 
 
 
 
 SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE NO.            
 of the City of Gig Harbor, Washington 
 

On December __, 2005, the City Council of the City of Gig Harbor, Washington, 
approved Ordinance No. ___ the summary of text of which is as follows: 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF GIG HARBOR, WASHINGTON 
INCREASING THE MONTHLY SEWER SERVICE RATE TO BE PAID TO 
THE CITY BY OWNERS OF PROPERTY WITHIN THE CITY FOR THE 
PROVISION OF SEWER SERVICES; AND AMENDING GIG HARBOR 
CODE SECTIONS 13.32.010, 13.32.015, 13.32.020, AND 13.32.025 TO BE 
EFFECTIVE BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2006. 

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GIG HARBOR: 

 
The full text of this ordinance will be mailed upon request. 

 
 

APPROVED by the City Council at their regular meeting of December __, 2005. 
 
 

BY:                      
  

MOLLY M. TOWSLEE, CITY CLERK 
 
 
 
 



 
 

ADMINISTRATION 
 

 
 
TO:  CITY COUNCILMEMBERS  
FROM: MAYOR GRETCHEN WILBERT 
SUBJECT: APPOINTMENT TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
DATE: DECEMBER 12, 2005 
 
INTRODUCTION / BACKGROUND 
In November, with great regret I received Marilyn Owel’s letter of resignation from the 
Planning Commission. 
 
The Gateway ran an ad requesting letters of interest. Two letters were received by the 
December 6th deadline, and are attached for your consideration. 
 
My recommendation at this time will be for the appointment of Jeanne Derebey to the 
Planning Commission.  Let us encourage Linda Gair to participate on the Economic 
Development Board of the Chamber of Commerce and continue to bring us the voice of 
the Gig Harbor Waterfront Retail & Restaurant Association. 
 
I thank them both for offering their experience and talent to serve the citizens of Gig 
Harbor. A letter of thanks will be sent to Marilyn Owel for her service on the Gig Harbor 
Planning Commission. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
To approve the Planning Commission appointment of Jeanne Derebey to the vacant 
term to serve until June, 2011. 
 











 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

 
 
TO: MAYOR WILBERT AND CITY COUNCIL  
FROM: JOHN P. VODOPICH, AICP 
 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
SUBJECT: RESOLUTION FOR PUBLIC HEARING 

F.H. ADAMS ADDITION ALLEY VACATION REQUEST  
– WILLIS/ROSS CONDOMINIUM BUILDING 

DATE: DECEMBER 12, 2005 
 
INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND                                                                                                          
The City received a letter on November 27, 2005 from the law firm of Harlowe & Hitt 
representing Wayne Willis and the Ross Building Condominium Association, owners of 
the abutting property, petitioning the City to vacate an alley in accordance with GHMC 
12.14.002C.  
 
Specifically, the request is for the vacation of the public alley abutting lots 8, 9 and 10 to 
the north and lots 12 and 13 to the south, all in F.H. Adams Addition, located adjacent to 
3010 Harborview Drive. The Petitioner and the City were not aware of the public alley 
when the building permit was approved as the alley was not identified on the Pierce 
County Assessor’s maps. The improvements have been constructed and encroach into 
the public alley.  The need for the vacation came about after the Petitioner applied for 
revisions to the condominium property. To address the problem, and in exchange for 
the vacation of this portion of the alley, the Petitioner has agreed to dedicate to the City 
a 20-ft. easement to be located to the south of the existing 15-ft. public alley requesting 
to be vacated.  Future access to the abutting properties will utilize the new 20-ft. 
easement provided by the Petitioner. This vacation request will not eliminate public 
access to the abutting property.   
 
As defined in 12.14 GHMC, a resolution must be passed by the City Council setting a 
time and date for a public hearing on the proposed alley vacation. 
 
FISCAL CONSIDERATIONS 
The processing fee has been paid in accordance with GHMC 12.14.004.  
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
I recommend that Council pass the resolution setting Monday, January 9, 2006 at 7:00 
p.m. as the date for the public hearing for the alley vacation located in the F.H Adams 
Addition. 













 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

 
TO:  MAYOR WILBERT AND CITY COUNCIL 
FROM: JENNIFER SITTS, SENIOR PLANNER 
SUBJECT: STAFF REPORT - PLANNING COMMISSION WORK PROGRAM 
DATE: DECEMBER 12, 2005 
 
As requested at the November 28, 2005 Council Meeting, listed below are the Planning 
Commission’s active projects.  At the end of this report you will find the staff’s 
recommendation for prioritizing the Planning Commission’s work program for the 
coming year.   
 
Projects currently in review: 
 

Land Use Matrix, City-sponsored, submitted 11/04:  The land use matrix project 
was initiated after an administrative interpretation on uses allowed in the ED zone 
was appealed.  The matrix project will reorganize and clarify existing allowed uses; 
substantive changes to the code are not proposed. The matrix will allow staff to 
identify permitted uses with less reliance on interpretations. The project also clarifies 
and simplifies land use category definitions and parking calculations. After being 
postponed last summer for building size and waterfront-related text amendments, 
the land use matrix is almost finished.  It is scheduled for a worksession on 
December 15, 2005. I predict it will take one additional worksession to finish the 
substance review of the amendment.  An additional worksession will be needed to 
review a draft ordinance and there will be a public hearing after the SEPA process is 
finished.  The public hearing for the land use matrix will most likely occur in March.  
 
Independent Living Facilities in the B-2, General Business District, Colson and 
Colson Construction, submitted 6/14/05:  The amendment would add independent 
living facilities as a conditional use in the B-2 zone.  This amendment was scheduled 
for a worksession on December 1, 2005, but due to snow on that date, the applicant 
asked the worksession be rescheduled to January 5, 2006.  The public hearing for 
this amendment was already noticed and scheduled for January 5th, so the 
worksession will precede the hearing. (GHMC 17.36.030) 

 
Text amendments waiting for review: 
 

Limiting Office Uses in Waterfront Millville, Carol Davis, submitted 6/24/05:  The 
amendment would limit professional offices to incidental uses in existing structures 
in the Waterfront Millville zone. (GHMC 17.48.020(G)) 
 



Height Restriction Area Criteria Amendment, Halsan Frey LLC, submitted 
9/12/05:  This proposal would modify the criteria for amendments to the height 
restriction area map.  The amendment would allow properties which are located at 
the top or behind the ridge line of the view basin to be removed from the height 
restriction area map. (GHMC 17.62.040) 
 
Adding Museums to Performance-based Height Exceptions, Peninsula 
Historical Society, submitted 9/22/05:  This amendment would add museums to the 
list of structures eligible for performance-based height exceptions.  The amendment 
proposes criteria for approval of performance-based height exceptions for museums. 
(Chapter 17.67 GHMC) 
 
Hearing Examiner Review of Development Agreements, City-sponsored, 
submitted 9/27/05:  This amendment will change the processing of development 
agreements to meet State law.  The amendment would change the hearing body for 
development agreements from the planning commission to the hearing examiner.  
The City Council would still be required to adopt the development agreement after 
the public hearing. (GHMC 19.08.040) 
 
Combination of Nonconforming Lots, City-sponsored, submitted 9/28/05:  The 
amendment would allow an owner of two adjoining nonconforming lots to combine 
the two lots, even if the resulting lot would not meet the requirements under the 
current code for area or dimension.  The City Council directed staff to draft language 
at the September 12, 2005 meeting.  The planning staff received the draft ordinance 
from the City Attorney on September 28, 2005. (Chapter 16.03 GHMC) 

 
Projected Planning Commission projects: 
 

2006 Comprehensive Plan Amendments: The 2006 comprehensive plan 
amendments include the map amendment requested by Franciscan Health Systems 
for St. Anthony Hospital. 
 
Critical Areas Ordinance Update: At the Council’s last meeting, the Planning 
Commission was directed to hold a worksession and public hearing on the proposed 
amendments to the City’s environmental code. Until the City adopts the critical areas 
ordinance and becomes compliant with GMA’s best available science requirement, 
the City will be ineligible for certain State grants, including grants for transportation 
improvements. (Title 18 GHMC) 
 
Modifying Building Size Limitations in the RB-1 zone: In 2004, an amendment 
was proposed to remove the 5,000 square feet per lot limitation on nonresidential 
buildings in the RB-1 and replace it with a per structure limitation.   Due to the view 
basin building size text amendments, this proposed amendment was tabled. (GHMC 
17.28.050(I)) 
 

 



Sign Code Amendment for City Wayfinding Plan:  The marketing department 
might propose an amendment to the City’s sign code to allow off-premise signage 
for lodging establishments.  City staff is still looking into the exact text amendment 
needed to accomplish the plan and will discuss the changes with the marketing 
department prior to submitting the application for a text amendment. 
 
Zoning Code Definitions Consolidation:  A text amendment is needed to 
consolidate all the definitions used in the Zoning Code into one chapter.  Currently, 
definitions can be found throughout Title 17.  In many cases there are multiple 
definitions for one term, making application of the development standards difficult for 
the staff and customers.  This amendment is intended to organize, clarify and 
simplify the zoning code for better customer service. 
 
Codifying a Process for Comprehensive Plan Amendments:  The City does not 
have a defined process for reviewing comprehensive plan amendments each year.  
This amendment would create a comprehensive plan amendment permit process 
with defined timelines and review steps.    

 
Recommendation for a Planning Commission Work Program: 
The staff recommends that the two projects currently being reviewed by the Planning 
Commission continue through completion.  If the land use matrix needs review after 
January 5th, the staff recommends employing special worksessions to finish the project. 
If after January 5th, the Council would like to have the Planning Commission review 
projects in an order other than when the applications were received, the staff 
recommends the following review tiers: 
 

First Tier:  
2006 Comprehensive Plan Amendments 
Limiting Office Uses in Waterfront Millville 
Height Restriction Area Criteria Amendment 
Adding Museums to Performance-based Height Exceptions 
Modifying Building Size Limitations in the RB-1 zone 
 
Second Tier:  
Critical Areas Ordinance Update 
Combination of Nonconforming Lots 
Hearing Examiner Review of Development Agreements 
 
Third Tier: 
Zoning Code Definitions Consolidation 
Codifying a Process for Comprehensive Plan Amendments 
Sign Code Amendment for City Wayfinding Plan 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

 
 
TO:  MAYOR WILBERT AND CITY COUNCIL 
FROM: STEPHEN MISIURAK, P.E. 
  CITY ENGINEER 
SUBJECT: STAFF REPORT - EDDON BOAT EPA GRANT APPLICATIONS 
DATE: DECEMEBER 12, 2005 
 
One of the conditions contained within the purchase and sale agreement between the City 
and the sellers, provides for the City to seek grant funding opportunities towards the 
environmental cleanup of the Eddon Boat yard site. Pursuant to that end, the City will be 
making application for two Federal EPA Brownfield Grants. These grants allocate Federal 
monies towards the environmental cleanup of sites containing hazardous substance or 
contaminants. If successful in the Grant application process, the City could receive up to 
$400,000 in Federal Cleanup monies. The City’s cost share would be approximately 
$150,000.  
 
A copy of the public notice sent out on November 29th is provided for additional 
information. 
 
 
 
 
 









 
 

POLICE 
 
 
TO:   MAYOR WILBERT AND CITY COUNCIL 
FROM: CHIEF OF POLICE MIKE DAVIS 
SUBJECT:  GHPD MONTHLY REPORT FOR NOVEMBER 2005 
DATE:  DECEMBER 12, 2005 
 
DEPARTMENTAL ACTIVITIES 
November YTD totals show we have seen an increase of 453 reports written in 2005 
(2004/1196, 2005/1649). November YTD DUI arrests in 2005 are up by 21 (2004/37, 
2005/58) and November YTD infractions in 2005 are up by 282 (2004/941, 2005/1223).  
Statistics show our November 2005 YTD traffic accidents are down by 16 accidents 
when compared to the same November YTD period in 2004 (2004/190, 2005/174). 
 
November YTD misdemeanor arrests in 2005 are up by 133 (2004/215, 2005/348) and 
our November YTD felony arrests are down by 14 (2004/121, 2005/107). For every 
ticket our officers wrote in November 2005, 1.47 verbal warnings were given (196 
warnings and 133 tickets).   
 
Attached you will find several graphs that track selected 2004 and 2005 monthly 
statistics. I have updated the graphs for November so you can visually evaluate and 
track our monthly activity trends (remember some of the graphs contain cumulative 
numbers). 
    
The Reserve Unit supplied 130.25 hours of volunteer time assisting our officers in 
October. Our reserves provided assistance with the Annual Christmas Tree Lighting.  
 
The Marine Services Unit assisted with the Annual Special Peoples Cruise on 
December 4th. 
 
Some of the more interesting calls for the month of November 2005 included: 
 
 

• November 10th: While responding to a burglar alarm at a local tire store, Officer 
Chapman and Reserve Menday observed a white Honda leaving the parking lot 
at a high rate of speed.  The officers attempted to stop the Honda. The Honda 
fled eastbound SR-16 at a high rate of speed.  A Pierce County deputy deployed 
“Stop Sticks” at the east end of the Narrows Bridge and the Honda hit the stop 
sticks puncturing the front tires.  The driver fled on foot and was apprehended 
after being chased down by Officer Chapman.  The passenger was secured by 
Reserve Officer Menday.  Upon further investigation, it was determined that the 
32-year old male driver and the 25-year old male passenger had broken into the 
storage trailer at the tire store.  The Honda they were driving was stolen and 
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loaded with drugs, drug paraphernalia and stolen items.  Both suspects were 
booked on multiple on-view charges along with existing warrants. This was 
excellent work by both officers. Case # 051366 

 
• November 10th: Detective Entze, along with support officers, served a search 

warrant on a local apartment in connection with a fraud case.  During the search, 
officers located a large quantity of narcotics along with drug paraphernalia and 
stolen property.  A 41-year old male resident was taken into custody and booked 
on several on-view charges.  Case # 051198  

 
• November 10th: Officer Busey investigated a shoplift that occurred at a local 

grocery store.  A short time later he located the vehicle used in the theft at the 
skateboard park.  A 23-year old male and a 21-year old male were arrested for 
multiple charges and a 20-year old female was arrested for being in possession 
of alcohol.  The 21-year old male was also wanted on an active felony warrant.  
Nice arrest by Officer Busey!  Case # 051368 

 
Summary of incidents during the second week in November included: 

 
5 Non Injury Accidents 
2 Hit & Run Accidents 
5 Burglaries (Business) 
3 Stolen Autos 

 
• November 15th: at 0500 hours, Officer Dahm responded to a domestic violence 

call at a local apartment complex.  A 37-year old male was arrested for DV 
Assault 4th degree when it was revealed that he had pushed his 27-year old live-
in girlfriend down.  The male said that his girlfriend had dumped his plate of 
spaghetti in the sink and was spitting toothpaste on the floor of their apartment.  
The male was booked into the Pierce county jail.  Case # 051389 

 
• November 16th: Officers Dahm and Garcia interviewed a suspicious 43-year old 

male that was sitting in his pickup truck near the site of recent vehicle prowls.  
During the interview, the officers discovered that the male’s Washington driver’s 
license was suspended 1st degree.  The officers warned the male not to drive the 
vehicle.  Officer Dahm continued to watch the subject from a distance, and within 
a few minutes the male attempted to drive away in the pickup.  Officer Dahm 
stopped the pickup and arrested the male for DWLS 1st degree.  Case # 051392 

 
• November 16th: at 0350 hours, Officer Dahm responded to a one car non-injury 

accident.  The 19-year old male driver told Officer Dahm that a deer ran out in 
front of him and he swerved to miss the deer.  Officer Dahm determined that the 
19-year old had been drinking, however was not under the influence of alcohol.  
The driver was cited for Negligent Driving w/Alcohol and released to a friend.  
Case # 051393 
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• November 18th:  a 62-year old female was arrested by Officer Jahn for attempting 
to steal $41.00 worth of groceries from a local grocery store.  The 62-year old 
female told Officer Jahn that she had no money and had been cut off from the 
food bank.  She did however receive social security checks which she used to 
bail her son out of jail.  Case # 051407 

 
• November 18th: On November 10th, Officer Douglas began an investigation on a 

27-year old female that had committed several acts of forgery at two local 
businesses.  Officer Douglas also gained knowledge that the female was wanted 
on a felony warrant for possession of narcotics.  Officer Douglas began a search 
for the suspect.  On 11/18/05, Officer Douglas spotted the female driving within 
the city limits.  The female was stopped and arrested on the warrant.  During a 
search of her vehicle incident to arrest, Officer Douglas discovered 73 pieces of 
evidence linking the suspect to several crimes.  After interviewing the suspect, 
she was booked on 28 counts from 11 different charges including Possession of 
Drugs, Fraud, Forgery, Theft & PSP.  Officer Douglas put in a great amount of 
time and effort on this case and through his determination and patience ended up 
with an arrest of a prolific ID thief.  Case #051375 

 
• November 18th: During a traffic stop, Officer Allen smelled marijuana on the 19-

year old male driver.  Upon questioning, the driver produced a large baggie (17.6 
grams) of marijuana from his pocket along with a marijuana pipe.  The passenger 
in the vehicle was a 14-year old male that possessed a small baggie of 
marijuana.  The 14-year old said that he bought the marijuana from the driver for 
$10.00.  During a search of the vehicle incident to arrest, three (3) more pipes 
were located along with several empty baggies.  The driver was arrested for 
possession of drugs with intent to deliver and the passenger for possession of 
marijuana under 40 grams.  Case # 051410 

 
Summary of incidents during the third week in November included: 

 
2 Non Injury Accidents 
1 Hit & Run Accident 
4 Vehicle Prowls 

 
• November 21st: An unknown person stole a 10-week old Chihuahua puppy from 

inside an open dog pen at a local pet store.  The puppy was valued at $900.00 
and we have no suspects.  Case # 051424 

 
• November 22nd:  Officer Busey arrested two females for attempting to steal 

$42.00 worth of assorted alcohol products from a local grocery store.  The 15-
year old and 20-year old females devised a plan in which one of them would 
push the cart full of booze to an area near the door and the other would walk up 
and push the cart out of the door.  Both were caught by store security exiting with 
the cart.  Case # 051426 
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• November 22nd: Officer Busey was dispatched to the same grocery store a short 
time later for a 17-year old male that tried to walk out of the store without paying 
for $15.00 worth of Chinese food.  This suspect admitted to having skipped 
school at Remann Hall and was somewhat under the influence of marijuana.  
The 17-year old was arrested for Theft 3rd and returned to Remann Hall.  Case # 
051427 

 
• November 22nd: Officer Garcia arrested a 26-year old male for attempting to pass 

a forged prescription at a local drug store.  The suspect admitted to being 
addicted to the drug Oxycontin and was writing his own prescriptions for the drug 
from a stolen prescription pad.  Case # 051428  

 
• November 24th: Officers responded to a fight in the parking lot of a local bar & 

grill.  During the investigation, it was learned that a 27-year old male participant 
in the fight was wanted on a district court warrant for DUI.  Officer Chapman took 
the 27-year old suspect into custody and booked him on the warrant.  The other 
participants in the fight were gone on arrival.  Case # 051439 

 
• November 25th: Sgt. Dougil arrested an 18-year old male for driving without a 

driver’s license.  During a search of the vehicle incident to arrest, nine (9) grams 
of marijuana and four (4) marijuana pipes were discovered.  No one in the 
vehicle would claim ownership of the marijuana or the pipes.  A 22-year old 
passenger was taken into custody and upon searching his clothing, $685.00 was 
found in his pocket.  This subject is a known drug dealer and is unemployed.  
The $685.00 was seized and will be checked with a drug dog.  The investigation 
is still active on this case. UPDATE: the drug dog “hit” on the money and it was 
seized.  Case # 051441 

 
Summary of incidents during the fourth week in November included: 

 
4 Non Injury Accidents 
1 Injury Accident 
2 Hit & Run Accidents 
4 Vehicle Prowls 
1 Stolen Auto 
1 Burglary 

 
• November 28th: While on patrol at 0130 hours in the morning, Officer Welch 

noticed an occupied vehicle parked near an open Goodwill bin.  Upon talking with 
the male and female occupants, Officer Welch discovered that the lock on the 
clothes bin had been cut off and the vehicle contained items from the bin.  The 
21-year old male provided false information while being questioned and was 
arrested for obstructing a law enforcement officer and theft.  A search of the 
vehicle revealed a meth pipe and the bolt cutters used to cut the lock.  Case # 
051451 
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• November 28th:  A 50-year old male became upset with another motorist who he 
believed had “cut him off” while driving in town.  The 50-year old became so 
angry that he took his SUV and rammed it into the side of the other vehicle.  The 
50-year old denied deliberately striking the other vehicle and claimed it was an 
accident.  There were no injuries and the 50-year old was cited for negligent 
driving and improper lane travel.  Case # 051455 

 
• November 28th: During the evening hours of 11/27/05, a local tavern and a bird 

food supply store were burglarized.  Both cases appear similar in that it appears 
the perpetrators had significant knowledge of the alarm systems and the location 
of specific contents.  Both cases are currently under investigation and it is 
unknown if the burglaries are related.  Cases # 051452 & 051453 

 
• December 1st: A 42-year old female office manager was arrested for extorting 

almost $4000.00 from the local business where she worked.  The female told 
Officer Cabacungan during questioning that she suffered from a serious disease 
and had extorted the money to help pay her medical bills.  Case # 051478 

 
• December 2nd: During the evening hours of 12/1/05, someone rammed the rear 

doors of a local electronics store with their vehicle in an attempt to break into the 
rear doors to the business.  The doors held and the attempt was unsuccessful, 
however significant damage occurred to the doors.  Case # 051480 

 
• December 3rd: Officer Chapman witnessed a vehicle “fishtailing” and driving 

recklessly.  Upon stopping the vehicle, Officer Chapman discovered that the 28-
year old male driver was under the influence of alcohol and arrested him.  The 
results of the BAC test on the 28-year old were .192 & .175.  Case # 051484 

 
• December 3rd: A short time before Officer Chapman’s arrest, Officer Welch also 

witnessed a vehicle driving recklessly in the parking lot of a local shopping 
center.  After stopping the vehicle, Officer Welch discovered that the 19-year old 
male driver was driving while intoxicated.  While conducting his investigation, an 
off-duty Tacoma Police Officer pulled up on the scene and told Officer Welch that 
the occupants of the vehicle had been waiving a beer bottle around in the car 
while in the drive-thru at a fast food restaurant.  The 19-year old was taken into 
custody and results of his BAC test were .105 & .106.  Case # 051486 

 
• December 3rd: Officer Douglas arrested a 52-year old female for attempting to 

steal $118.00 worth of groceries from a local grocery store.  The female told 
Officer Douglas that she had left her wallet in the car and was just pushing the 
cart out to retrieve her wallet.  When asked if she had ever been arrested before, 
the female replied that she had a small incident in Tacoma several years ago.  
Upon investigating that incident, Officer Douglas learned that the female had 
been arrested last year for shoplifting at Costco.  Case # 051489 
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• December 4th: Officer Welch located another occupied vehicle doing a little 
middle of the night shoplifting from a local thrift store.  The occupants said that 
they stopped to use the restroom.  Of course the business was closed and the 
restroom was locked.  A 36-year old female was arrested for theft and a 27- year 
old male for an active warrant.  Case # 051494 

 
Summary of incidents during the first week in December included: 

 
2 Non Injury Accidents 
1 Injury Accident 
4 Hit & Run Accidents 
5 Vehicle Prowls 
2 Residential Burglaries 
4 Business Burglaries 

 
TRAVEL / TRAINING: 
Officers Dahm and Garcia attended Police Officer Training (PTO) school in Puyallup 
December 5th through the 9th. This is the new field training program aimed at developing 
problem-solving skills with new hires. This change in training focus is in alignment with 
our move toward incorporating the methodology of problem-oriented policing into the 
Gig Harbor Police Department. All our current field training officers are receiving this 
new training. 
 
CSO Mock attended a Domestic Violence and Children Forum. She also attended 
Internet and Your Child safety training in North Seattle.  This is a senior project she is 
working on with Ashley Moore, a senior from Gig Harbor High School.   
 
Officer Busey attended Police Officer Certification Hearings in Burien on November 7th 
and 8th. 
 
Chief Davis attended a Labor Law seminar in Federal Way on November 15th. 
 
SPECIAL PROJECTS 

• We are in the final stages of creating a Police Explorer Post. An orientation 
meeting is scheduled before our regular council meeting on the 12th of 
December. A student from Gig Harbor High School is assisting Officer Busey in 
organizing the Post to satisfy his Senior Project.  

 
• We have another senior from Gig Harbor High School that is organizing all the 

department’s historical memorabilia into a scrapbook for her Senior Project. 
 
• Holiday Helpers was a great success! We sponsored six children from the 

community and in partnership with The Target Store provided each with $142.50 
of Christmas spending money. Several officers and reserves volunteered their 
time to accompany the kids on their shopping spree. Next year we plan on 
expanding the program to include more children.  
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• Looks like we have a winner in our Chief for the Day contest. If you remember 
one of the programs with our officer trading cards was a contest where the first 
kid in the Gig Harbor area who collected all 22 cards with signatures, got to be 
Chief for the Day. Well, a determined 8-year old from Discovery Elementary 
advised me this week he has all the cards and they are indeed signed. The 
youngster’s first name is Davis (no relation to our current chief-- honest) and we 
have his day as the chief planned for December 20th. Rumor has it he may give 
everybody a raise. 

 
• We are looking at changing the look of our patrol vehicle starting with the 

purchase of two patrol units next year. The consensus of the department is they 
would like to switch to the traditional black and white patrol vehicle. I have 
provided a graphic representation of what our cars might look like for your 
review. I would appreciate your feedback on this proposal.  

 
• The alarm compliance report project is going well. We are receiving a large 

number of respondents anxious to register their alarms. We had 35 false alarms 
in October and 25 in November. When our new Citizens on Patrol volunteer Ken 
McClary starts in the next couple weeks this project will be one of his areas of 
responsibility. 

 
 

PUBLIC CONCERNS: 
We are still working the case involving the pit bull that attacked the 18-month girl. The 
prosecutor asked for additional follow-up which we recently completed. The case is now 
being reviewed for charges. The Pierce County Humane Society has had the dog 
quarantined for the last two months. Related to this, we are working on a new animal 
control ordinance which will provide additional regulations on owning animals in the city, 
and provide a hearing process that can deal with dangerous animals. 
 
After January 1, 2006 the Pierce County Humane Society will no longer answer 
requests for animal control services from incorporated cities. We are working on a 
contract with the Kitsap County Humane Society to provide these services. We should 
have a contract for council review shortly after the first of the year.  
 
FIELD CONTACTS 
Staff made the following contacts in the community during November: 
 

• Chief Davis attended the Sheriffs and Chiefs meeting on November 10th 
 

• Chief Davis and CSO Mock spent the day with a student from Peninsula High 
School on November 16th as a part of the Chamber’s Shadow Day. 

 
• Chief Davis attended the Tacoma/Pierce County DUI Task Force Meeting on 

November 16th 
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• Chief Davis and Lt. Colberg met with the Assistant Fire Chiefs from District #5 to 
debrief the marina fire on the 18th. No major problems were encountered and we 
are going to arrange joint training in the future to address critical incidents.  

 
• CSO Mock attended the Tacoma/Pierce County Crime Stoppers dinner 

sponsored by Pierce County Sheriff’s Public Information Officer (PIO) Ed Troyer.  
 
OTHER COMMENTS 
This week we learned that one of our most senior officers, Detective Kevin Entze has 
decided to retire to take a job with the Peninsular School District (PSD) overseeing 
campus security at the Gig Harbor High School. Kevin is our second most senior officer 
behind Lt. Colberg. 
 
Kevin started with Gig Harbor Police Department (GHPD) on February 2, 1984, after 
serving as a patrol officer with the Prosser Police Department for six and a half years. In 
1991, Kevin was selected as a DARE officer teaching area children how to say no to 
drugs. Kevin spent five years teaching the very popular anti-drug curriculum and found 
that he had a knack and natural skill at interacting with young adults. Later, Kevin also 
served as a school board member of the PSD and ran for a state legislative position. He 
has also served as the Washington state president of the Elks and currently is serving 
his second term as a Fire Commissioner for Fire District #5. Kevin was our first 
detective with GHPD and assisted in establishing many of the procedures necessary for 
a dedicated investigative unit. Kevin’s last day is the 21st of December and he will be 
honored for his 28 ½ years in police work that evening at our annual all-hands meeting. 
The department is planning a retirement dinner in January and will advise everybody on 
the details when they become available.  
 
Detective Entze’s tremendous amount of experience and knowledge in police work and 
his street smart approach with investigative police work will be missed at GHPD. Lucky 
for us, and the community, Kevin will still be an important liaison between our local 
schools and the police department in the future. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 

• November Monthly Activity Report 
• November Activity Graphs 
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November 2005 YTD MONTHLY ACTIVITY GRAPHS 

Case Reports Written (cumulative)
2004 - 2005 YTD Comparison
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2004 116 244 370 461 567 651 780 895 993 1090 1196 1332

2005 131 274 362 489 734 894 1026 1158 1305 1486 1649

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

 
 

Trends: Traffic Enforcements vs. Accidents
2004 - 2005 YTD Comparison (cumulative)
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2004 Infractions + Citations 70 156 241 313 525 599 681 755 865 944 1015 1116

2005 Infractions + Citations 71 140 223 337 568 696 779 968 1092 1195 1316

2004 Reportable Accidents 20 44 68 91 103 121 137 150 164 175 190 207

2005 Reportable Accidents 13 27 45 53 84 96 109 124 140 152 174

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Enforcement

Accidents

 



 2

 

2005 Traffic Enforcement vs. Accidents Comparison
Monthly Totals
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Felony Arrests (cumulative)
2004 - 2005 YTD Comparison

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

Felony 2004 22 34 53 60 75 85 95 99 108 114 121 128

Felony 2005 10 16 23 31 47 63 69 76 92 111 117
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Misdemeanor Arrests (Cumulative)
2004 - 2005 YTD Comparison
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Misdemeanor 2004 34 58 81 104 132 144 157 174 192 203 215 230

Misdemeanor 2005 26 54 71 95 129 158 194 219 273 316 348
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DUI Arrests (cumulative)
2004 - 2005 YTD Comparison
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DUI 2004 4 9 13 18 21 23 25 26 30 33 37 42

DUI 2005 4 9 15 26 32 36 37 43 47 56 58
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Warrant Arrests (cumulative)
2004 - 2005 YTD Comparison
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Warrant 2004 2 8 15 29 42 48 54 62 73 77 89 103

Warrant 2005 12 20 29 35 45 54 70 77 83 93 102
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ADMINISTRATION 
 
 
TO:  CITY COUNCIL 
FROM: MAYOR GRETCHEN A. WILBERT 
SUBJECT: MAYOR’S REPORT 
  MOVING FORWARD WITH PARTNERSHIPS  
DATE: DECEMBER 12, 2005 
 
As I contemplate the last report for my term of office as mayor of Gig Harbor, I 
need to tell you I am grateful for the leadership of the Council; for the 
accomplishments these past years, and I look forward to watching your progress 
in the future. 
 
We are blessed with a dedicated staff continuing to work together to provide 
improved customer service.  This goal is a challenge as we are experiencing 
unprecedented growth with a myriad of project permit request being presented to 
our Community Development Department. 
 
My thanks for work well done go out to our loyal, talented and hard-working staff 
under the guidance and direction of City Administrator, Mark Hoppen. 
 
I am proud of the civil wisdom of our City Council members when discussing the 
issues before them – Thank you all so much. 
 
Thank you all for the wonderful “tributes for a job well done” paid to me last 
Tuesday.  It takes partnerships to accomplish the vision for Gig Harbor.  I’ll enjoy 
standing on the sidelines ready to assist, if needed, in the pursuit of our 
Community Center, Boys & Girls Club, Senior Center, Hospital, YMCA, Town 
Around Bus, Historical Museum, Parks Development, Passenger Ferries, 
Bowling Alley, Ice Arena, a Marching Band, and the World Cultural Interaction 
Student Exchange Program.   
 
To indicate your interest in any of the above activities, stop in at the Gig Harbor 
Visitor and Volunteer Center and let us know who you are by signing an interest 
sheet. 
 
Free books and magazines are available at the Gig Harbor Visitor and Volunteer 
Center, in the Bogue Building, on Judson Street.  All donations received lend 
support to the Friends of Pt. Fosdick Library.   
 
I am proud to be a part of our truly livable community whose citizens and staff 
gives their energy and effort from the heart.  Thank you all, so much. 
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