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AMENDED AGENDA FOR 
GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

August 11, 2008 - 6:00 p.m. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  For the purpose of discussion potential and pending litigation 
per RCW 42.30.110(1)(i); property acquisition per RCW 42.30.110(1)(c); and a 
personnel issue per RCW 42.30.110(1)(f). 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Approval of the Minutes of City Council Meeting of July 28, 2008;  
2. Council Committee Reports: Minutes of Intergovernmental Affairs Committee 

April 14, 2008. 
3. Receive and File: a) Quarterly Finance Report; b) Council Retreat July 11, 2008; 

c) Workstudy Session: Mainstreet Program July 28, 2008; d) Building/Fire Safety 
July Activity Report. 

4. Correspondence / Proclamations: Walk From Obesity. 
5. Liquor Licenses:  a) License Assumption: Brix 25; b) License Commitment – 

Kimball Espresso Gallery; c) Special Occasion License: Gig Harbor Film Festival 
event at Skansie Brothers Park. 

6. Resolution No. 759 - Surplus Equipment.  
7. KLM Veterans Memorial Park & 50th Street Improvements – Construction Award.  
8. KLM Veterans Memorial Park & 50th Street Construction Material Testing 

Services Contract.  
9. Harborview / Judson Street Improvements Project - Contract Amendments No. 1 

& 2 with CTS Engineers.  
10. Resolution for Sole Source Purchase Authorization for Chlorine Sensors. 
11. Resolution – Designate the Fishing Vessel “Shenandoah” on the Gig Harbor 

Register of Historic Places. 
12. Resolution - Extension of Surplus Property Purchase and Sale Agreement  

– Parcel #0221174081. 
13. Grandview Street Improvements Design Contract – McDonald to Soundview.  
14. 2008 Street Rehab & Resurfacing Project – Change Order No. 2.  
15. Eddon Boat Restoration Project – Contract for Geotechnical Services. 
16. Canterwood Blvd. NW Roadway Improvement Project - Construction Contract 

Ratification. 
17. Approval of Payment of Bills for Aug. 11, 2008: 

a. Checks #58465 through #58600 in the amount of $1,180,331.36. 
18. Approval of Payroll for the month of July: Checks #5166 through #5196 and 

direct deposit transactions in the total amount of $360,197.70.  Note: Payroll 
check #5182 dated July 2, 2008 replaced VOID payroll check #5111 dated May 
5, 2008. 

 
PRESENTATIONS:  Walk from Obesity – Merrillee Scheidin. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  Harborview Judson Improvements Project Update.    
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 NEW BUSINESS:    

1. Resolution for Public Hearing – Harborview Drive/WWTP Street Vacation.  
2. Resolution for Public Hearing – Woodworth Avenue Street Vacation.  
3. Resolution for Public Hearing – Prentice/Sutherland Street Vacation.  
4. Public Hearing and Resolution - Burnham / Sehmel Annexation.  
5. Draft Transportation and Capital Improvement Plans. 
6. Harborview / Judson Street Improvements Project - Contract Amendments No. 3 

with CTS Engineers.  
 

STAFF REPORT:  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
 
MAYOR’S REPORT / COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 

1. August 25th City Council Meeting - cancelled. 
2. Downtown Business Plan Final Meeting: Tues., Aug. 12th at 5:30 p.m. at the 

Visitor Center. 
3. Marina Stakeholders Meeting: Mon., Aug. 18th from 5:00-7:00 p.m. in Community 

Rooms A & B.  re: Retroactive Marine Fire Protection Requirements. 
4. Master Plan Stakeholders Meetings: Wed., Aug. 20th at 8:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 

and 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  re: Public Input for Building & Fire Safety Process 
Improvements.    

5. Operations Committee: Thurs., Aug. 21st at 3:00 p.m. - cancelled. 
6. Building Code Advisory Board: Tues., Aug. 26th at 5:30 p.m. in Planning/Bldg. 

Conf. Room. 
7. Planning/ Building Committee: Tues. Sept. 2nd at 5:00 p.m. in Planning/Bldg. 

Conf. Room. 
8. GH North Traffic Options Committee – Sept. 3rd at 9:00 a.m. in Community 

Rooms A & B. 
9. BB16 Level III Citizen Panel Meeting – Sept. 3rd at 12:00 p.m. in Community 

Rooms A & B. 
10. Intergovernmental Affairs Committee: Mon., Sept. 8th at 4:30 p.m. in Executive 

Conf. Room. 
11. Budget Workstudy Session: Mon., Sept. 8th at 7:00 p.m. Friday, Sept. 12th 8:30 

a.m. in Community Rooms A & B. 
12. Finance / Safety Committee: Mon., Sept. 15th at 4:00 p.m. in Executive Conf. 

Room. 
 
ADJOURN: 
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 GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF JULY 28, 2008 
 
PRESENT:  Councilmembers Young, Conan, Malich, Kadzik, Payne and Mayor 
Hunter. Councilmembers Ekberg and Franich were was absent. 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  6:03 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Approval of the Minutes of a) City Council Meeting of July 14, 2008; b) Special 
City Council Meeting July 17, 2008; 

2. Receive and File:  Police Department Monthly Report. 
3. Liquor Licenses:  a) Special Occasion Liquor License – Kiwanis; Renewals: b) 

Cigar & Wine and Gig Harbor Yacht Club. 
4. Skansie Netshed Inventory Contract.  
5. BB16 Interchange Project Management – Contract Amendment/Stephen B. 

Lovell & Associates.  
6. BB16 Level III Screening Analysis – Contract Amendment – H.W. Lochner, Inc. 
7. Canterwood Improvements Project – Construction Survey and Construction 

Support Services Contract - David Evans & Associates. 
8. Canterwood Improvement Project Contract Administration Agreement - WSDOT. 
9. SR-16/Burnham Drive Maintenance Agreement – WSDOT. 
10. Two Parcels at Crescent Creek - Phase I Environmental Assessment. 
11. North Well No. 9 & South Well No. 10 Project Contract – Carollo Engineers. 
12. Point Fosdick Drive Sidewalk Project – Local Agency Standard Consultant 

Agreement/HDR Engineering, Inc. 
13. Eddon Boatyard Restoration Project - Amendment to Contract with SHKS. 
14. Wetland Property Agreement with SHDP Associates LLC/Capital Management 

Group, Inc. 
15. Approval of Payment of Bills for July 28, 08: 

        Checks #58284 through #58464 in the amount of $1,798,364.96. 
 
 MOTION: Move to adopt the Consent Agenda as presented. 
   Young / Conan – unanimously approved. 
 
PRESENTATIONS:   
 

1. Harbor WildWatch.  Bruce Holser, President and Robyn Dupuis, Secretary of 
the Board are representatives from Harbor WildWatch, a non-profit organization of 
volunteers and staff whose mission is to promote education about the marine 
environment of Gig Harbor and the Key Peninsula and to inspire stewardship of the 
Puget Sound by providing learning opportunities. They presented a PowerPoint 
presentation on the different aspects of their organization and answered questions 
about the program. They explained that events costs anywhere from $200 - $300 and 
asked for support in the 2009 Budget. Council was very complimentary of the program 
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and encouraged the Board to contact staff about submitting a proposal for program 
support in 2009. 

 
2. Thunderbird / Eddon Boat Historical Interpretive Artwork. Mark Hoppen said he 

was here to ask for a motion of support for an interpretive artwork to be placed at Eddon 
Boat Park. He said he presented information to the Gig Harbor Arts Commission who 
then made a motion to forward their approval to the City Council. Mr. Hoppen’s 
PowerPoint program described the nature of the artwork and how it fits in context with 
the historical site. Mr. Hoppen explained that the piece is designed to go anywhere, but 
it is intended to be on the hillside between the seating area and the end of the fence by 
the bulkhead. The designer is the same stainless steel artist whose work graces the 
entry of the Civic Center, Gary Jackson.  Mr. Hoppen presented slides to illustrate how 
this piece, which could potentially be placed on the National Historic Registry, fits the 
city’s criteria for supporting public art. He added that the city is authorized by resolution 
to cover the cost of materials and labor for installation and could chose to contribute a 
portion of the cost of the artwork. Mr. Hoppen stressed that the art piece is extremely 
durable; it would not increase the city’s insurance or maintenance budget; it would not 
create a public nuisance; nor would it create a pedestrian traffic hazard. He further 
explained the artwork would become property of the city after passage of an ordinance 
for that purpose, and the artist will supply an appraisal of the estimated value for 
insurance purposes. He described the artwork and its proposed placement then offered 
to answer questions. 
 
Councilmember Malich said he thought another location had been decided upon by the 
Parks Commission.  Mr. Hoppen responded that the Parks Commission decided that 
they wanted it on the hillside and wanted to see a 3-dimensional drawing of the artwork 
because up to that point all they had seen was something “flat.” He took a ½ scale 
model to the artist to develop a 3-D model. 
 
Mayor Hunter said that there may be problems with that location. One, the Gig Harbor 
Boatshop desires a mid-level viewing loft off the main floor which will need handicap 
access down along that hillside. Two, there will be electrical and other utilities located in 
that space.  These things will have to be constructed before we can decide the exact 
location of the art work. 
 
Mr. Hoppen said the piece won’t be built until the money is raised and that may take 
some time to raise the necessary $10-12 thousand. He said that early designs had the 
vessel placed into the mounting so that you only saw it from one side. This design can 
be viewed from any angle and will accommodate placement other than where it is 
envisioned to go. 
 
Councilmember Payne asked if there is a projected timeline for raising the funds. Mr. 
Hoppen responded that if approved tonight he will present it to the T-Bird owners at the 
upcoming banquet.  He will be sending out a mailing, contacting relatives of those who 
worked in the shop, contacting local service organizations, and making it possible for 
individual donors to contribute. 
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Mayor Hunter said that if fundraising is as successful as the upcoming 50th Anniversary 
of the Thunderbird Celebration, it shouldn’t take long.  
 

MOTION: Move to proceed with the Thunderbird / Eddon Boat Historical 
Interpretive Artwork. 

 Malich / Payne – unanimously approved. 
 

3. Harborview / Judson Project Update.  Emily Appleton, Senior Engineer 
introduced Eric Schmidt and explained that he is the consultant helping the city develop 
a conceptual master plan of the whole downtown area including Judson / Stanich / 
Uddenberg areas, all along Harborview to North Harborview / Austin area. From the 
conceptual plan we will develop the Phase I Construction Project after we received the 
preliminary construction costs.  Ms. Appleton said that another update will come to 
Council on August 11th and the final conceptual design will come back for approval in 
September.  She then turned it over to Mr. Schmidt. 
 
Eric Schmidt introduced the members of his team. They took turns presenting an 
expansive slide show broken into four segments: 1) Issue and Opportunities; 2) Public 
Process; 3) Opportunities; and 4) Preliminary Layouts. After each section they paused 
to address questions. 
 
Mayor Hunter stressed the need for a conservative palate when incorporating artwork 
into the streetscapes. He also stressed the importance of maintaining the eclectic 
character of the town.   
 
Mr. Schmidt said that it is very important to them to make sure that the different districts 
to remain distinct. He referred to the existing walls and plantings along the upland 
sidewalk as examples of the love and character that they will retain and use to base 
their design. He said that only broken panels of sidewalk will be replaced on the upland 
side which will be power washed to match the older portions. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:      
 

1. Second Reading of Ordinance – Water Utility Rate Increase. David Rodenbach, 
Finance Director, presented the information on a proposed 3% increase in the water 
rate that is expected to provide approximately $73,000 in additional operating revenues 
for the water utility in 2009. This will raise the average monthly rate from $22.29 to 
$22.96. 

 
David discussed Councilmember Malich’s request for more information on programs for 
low-income families. He said that approximately 6% of the Gig Harbor families qualify as 
low-income. He explained that city code currently states you have to be low income and 
have senior citizen or disabled status to qualify for help. David introduced the city’s 
consultant, Ashley Emory who did a study and found that it would cost the water fund 
$18,000 a year if 6% of the city residents are included in this program.  
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Mr. Emory addressed questions about the effect this would have on rates by explaining 
this would require another one-time rate increase of 5% to compensate. He stressed 
that this is within Council’s ability and the figures could be worked into future rate 
studies without too much impact. 
 
Councilmembers discussed educating the public on our current program and the need 
to expand the limits of who qualify.  A recommendation was made to bring this before 
the Finance Committee to further evaluate a program to include other low-income 
residents. 
 
Mr. Emory said that the next time the city performs a rate study, the single most 
important thing that can be done for residential equity is to start making significant 
distinctions between hi-residential users and low-residential users. You also get the 
added benefit of conservation. 
 

 MOTION: Move to adopt Ordinance No.1133. 
    Kadzik / Payne – unanimously approved. 

 
2. Second Reading of Ordinance – Sewer Utility Rate Increase. David Rodenbach 

presented the information for a 15% sewer rate in 2009.  This increase is to address the 
23 million in upcoming capital improvement projects. This increase is expected to bring 
in $372,000 annually and will raise the average monthly rate from $40.71 to $46.82. 
 

 MOTION: Move to adopt Ordinance No.1134. 
    Young / Conan – unanimously approved. 

 
3. Second Reading of Ordinance – Stormwater Utility Rate Increase. David 

Rodenbach introduced this ordinance for a 3% increase in stormwater rates effective 
January 2009 that will raise the rate from $10.80 per month to $11.12 per month. He 
said that this rate will not fund the Capital Improvements in 2009 and that is the reason 
for the recently implemented GFCs.  
 

 MOTION: Move to adopt Ordinance No.1135. 
    Young / Malich – unanimously approved. 

 
4. Second Reading of Ordinance - Establish a Salary Commission. No staff 

presentation. 
 
Councilmember Payne voiced his support of the ordinance.  
 

 MOTION: Move to adopt Ordinance No.1136. 
    Kadzik / Payne – unanimously approved. 

 
5. Second Reading of Ordinance – Temporary Sewage Holding Tanks. Jeff 

Langhelm, Associate Engineer explained that the minimal changes to the ordinance at 
Council’s request at the first reading are highlighted yellow. He said that the SEPA 
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determination must run its course and this will be back to Council at the first meeting in 
September. 
 
Councilmember Payne asked for clarification on the comments in red on page four. 
Carol Morris, City Attorney explained that she just wanted to clarify the Council’s intent 
in asking for a copy of a maintenance agreement. Councilmembers discussed whether 
this would be needed if there is already language requiring a bond for the cost of 
pumping the tank. 
 
Mayor Hunter commented on the amount of time being spent on something that doesn’t 
work. It would be labor intensive to inspect these facilities and to track the maintenance 
and bonding requirements. Councilmember Young agreed that this is taking staff time, 
but the city has caused hardship on property owners that were ready to go to permitting 
when we ran out of sewer capacity. 
 
Councilmember Payne asked about timing and whether one of these facilities would be 
installed before we have capacity again.  Mr. Langhelm said it is hard to speculate, but if 
the developer were allowed to install one at the very end of the building process, it’s 
highly likely that these would not be required because it will easily take more than 18 
months to reach the point of installation. This is past the anticipated date for completion 
of the Wastewater Treatment Plant expansion. 
 
Councilmember Kadzik said that this ordinance eases the way for people to move 
ahead with development; he voiced support for the effort. 
 
Council directed this to return for a third reading in September after SEPA is complete. 
Councilmember Young said he will listen to the tape to clarify the concern with 
paragraph 6. 
 
Councilmember Payne commented that initially he was against this ordinance, but now 
he understands that from a practical standpoint this will allow a project to move forward. 
  
 NEW BUSINESS:    
 

1. First Reading of Ordinance – Heritage Point Rezone. Tom Dolan, Planning 
Director, presented the background information on this ordinance to change the zoning 
map to reflect a site-specific rezone for the parcel at 4129 Harborview Drive back to the 
R-1 designation.  He explained that this does not require two readings to adopt. 
 

 MOTION: Move to adopt Ordinance No.1137 in one reading as allowed by 
Ordinance 1088. 

    Payne / Malich – unanimously approved. 
 

2. Planning Commission Work Program. Tom Dolan explained that during the joint 
Planning Commission / Design Review Board / City Council worksession, Council 
identified several zoning code requirements they would like. After the worksession the 
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Planning/Building Committee met to discuss a different priority list for the Planning 
Commission in 2008.  Council can accept this work program or modify the program. 
 

 MOTION: Move to accept the Planning Commission Work Program as 
proposed. 

    Young / Kadzik – unanimously approved.   
 
 
Mayor Hunter announced the items 3, 4 and 5 had been moved to the next meeting to 
allow staff more time to gather information. 
 

6. Street Rehabilitation / Resurfacing Project Additional Paving Schedule 12 – 
Change Order No. 1.  David Stubchaer, Public Works Director, presented the 
background on this change order to include two additional cul de sacs in the paving 
schedule for Fairway Estates neighborhood. This would address more than aesthetics; 
it would also address the engineering and structural concerns now rather than having to 
come back in five years. 
 
Councilmember Payne asked for clarification on the mixed recommendation from the 
Operations Committee. Mr. Langhelm explained that there were concerns on the 
financial aspect of doing this for aesthetics and the concern of having to come back to 
do the work in five years.  
 
Mayor Hunter commented that the city had done roadway repairs in a piecemeal 
fashion and it all shows up. Everything is on a different schedule for repairs; it would be 
nice to move toward more uniformity. Councilmembers discussed this further and 
agreed that you have to consider both financial and the aesthetics of a neighborhood. 
 
Mr. Stubchaer added that it is cheaper to maintain a road in good condition than to wait 
for it to fail. If these roads are not repaired they continue to deteriorate at a faster rate 
which is more expensive to repair. He then said that he will be implementing a more 
systematic pavement maintenance approach. 
 
Councilmember Young asked why a decision was made in the original contract to not 
include the two cul de sacs and why this change order isn’t on the Consent Agenda. 
Mr. Stubchaer responded that the cul de sacs in question were in better condition than 
the rest of the roadway and so it was strictly a budget decision.  He said it wasn’t on the 
Consent Agenda is because of the mixed recommendation by the Operations 
Committee. 
 
Connie Brown – 2704 39th Street in Fairway Estates.  Ms. Brown said that they 
appreciate that the main road is scheduled to be repaved. She said that leaving a 
patchwork appearance doesn’t make sense adding that the existing roadway is 30 
years old. One of the city engineers said that although the cul de sacs don’t appear to 
be disintegrating, they are.  One of the cul de sacs gets a lot of truck traffic.  She 
pointed out that although this adds $15,000 to the original contract it is only $1,400 over 
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the budgeted amount for road repairs. She concluded by saying that five of the seven 
homeowners that live on the cul de sacs are here tonight. 
 
Dan Stromstad – 2619 38th St. NW.  Mr. Stromstad said that his neighbor of five years is 
a trucker who comes in nearly every day and he has watched the ruts appearing in the 
roadway. The survey done by the city was done before this neighbor moved in. He said 
it would be “penny-wise and pound foolish” to not repave the cul de sacs at that same 
time as the other roadway. 
 

 MOTION: Move to approve the execution of Change Order #1 to the 2008 
Street Rehabilitation and Resurfacing Project (CSP-0805) in an 
amount not to exceed fifteen thousand seventy-seven dollars and 
fifty cents ($15,077.50). 

    Payne / Young – unanimously approved.   
 

7. Cushman Trail Phase 2 – Interagency Agreement.  David Stubchaer presented 
this interagency agreement between Gig Harbor and Pierce County for cooperatively 
designing, permitting, constructing, maintaining and operating the Cushman Trail Phase 
2 between the Park N Ride on Kimball up to 96th Street. This has been bid and is 
waiting for this and the next agenda item to be approved to move forward. 
 
Council and staff discussed agreements with PenMet for signage and to coordinate 
maintenance of the trail. Staff was asked for further information before the upcoming 
joint meeting with PenMet Parks. 
 

 MOTION: Move to approve the Interagency Agreement between the City of 
Gig Harbor and Pierce County for the Development and 
Maintenance of the Cushman Trail. 

    Young / Conan – unanimously approved.   
 

8. Cushman Trail Permit Assignment. David Stubchaer then presented this 
assignment that amends the original agreement between Tacoma Power and Pierce 
County and memorialized the maintenance and operation benefits and responsibilities 
for the completed trail. 
 
 

 MOTION: Move to approve the Permit Assignment the City of Gig Harbor, 
Pierce County and Tacoma Power for the Cushman Trail Phase 2 
Project. 

    Young / Conan – unanimously approved.   
 

STAFF REPORT:  
  
MAYOR’S REPORT / COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
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PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
Betsy Elgar – 8144 Shady Lane in Lakewood, Washington.  Ms. Elgar said her father 
worked under three U.S. Presidents during WWI and WWII. She said she is a Mt. 
Rainier representative for Pierce and Kitsap Counties for the Washington State Chapter 
of Social Workers.  Ms. Elgar informed Council about two public laws: Personal 
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act - 1996 HR-3734 Public Law 
104-193 and also the Balanced Budget Act 1997 Public Law 105-33 both which passed 
when President Clinton was in office and reauthorized by President Bush. She talked 
about the Town Hall Commission in California where she was for 16 years and where 
she learned about people.  She is trying to improve lives for people who are drug 
addicts and homeless. She said she is here to talk about creating jobs, food stamps and 
immigration and the bridge. She is concerned because she was a disaster specialist for 
the American Red Cross and took CPR and Disaster Training. She said she wants to 
know if they are going to build a new bridge. She stressed that they must make sure it is 
earthquake proof to prevent disasters for safety for the population. This is a relevant 
matter and she thanked Council for listening. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 

1. Downtown Business Plan Advisory Committee – Tues. July 29th at 5:30 p.m. 
2. National Night Out – Skansie Park on August 5th at 6:00 p.m. 
3. City Council Joint Workstudy Session with PenMet Parks – Mon. Aug. 4th at 6:00 

p.m. at PenMet Parks office. 
4. City Council Meeting of August 25th CANCELLED. 
5. Intergovernmental Affairs Committee – Mon. Aug. 11th at 4:30 p.m. 
6. Meet with Senator Patty Murray Wed. Aug. 13th at 10:00 a.m. 
7. GH North Traffic Options Committee – Wednesday, Sept. 3rd at 9:00 a.m. in 

Community Rooms A & B. 
8. City Council Budget Retreat – Monday, Sept. 15th at 6:00 p.m. in Community 

Rooms A & B. 
 
Mayor Hunter asked if Council would be able to meet on Friday, September 12th from 
8:30 to 11:00 for a Budget Retreat because Chief Davis would not be available on the 
15th. Councilmembers will check with the City Clerk to let her know. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  For the purpose of discussing pending litigation per RCW 
42.30.110(1)(i). 
 

MOTION: Move to adjourn to Executive Session at  8:35 p.m. for 
approximately ten minutes for the purposes of discussing pending 
litigation per RCW 42.30.110(1)(i). 

 Payne / Malich – unanimously approved. 
 
MOTION: Move to return to regular session at 8:45 p.m. 

Kadzik / Payne – unanimously approved. 
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ADJOURN TO COMMUNITY ROOMS A&B - WORKSTUDY SESSION:   Mainstreet 
Program Parking Inventory Update.  
 
 MOTION:  Move to adjourn to the workstudy session at 8:45 p.m. 
  Kadzik / Payne – unanimously approved. 
    
        CD recorder utilized: 
        Disk #1 Tracks 1- 12 
        Disk #2 Tracks 1- 28 
               
 
 
               
_________________________ _  ____________________________  
Charles Hunter, Mayor    Molly Towslee, City Clerk 
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ADMINISTRATION 
 
 

Meeting Minutes 
Intergovernmental Affairs Committee 

April 14, 2008 
 

 
 
 
In attendance: 

Councilmember Conan 
Councilmember Ekberg 
Councilmember Payne 
City Administrator Karlinsey 
Consultant, Tim Schellberg 
 

The meeting convened at 4:35 p.m. 
 

Karlinsey gave an update on the Greater Peninsula Partnership.  The goal is to put 
the finishing touches on a document that outlines the main state highway problems 
and priorities for the Gig Harbor/Key Peninsulas as well as Kitsap County, then 
present that document to our state legislators. 
 
The committee discussed the legislative strategy for 2009, including requesting 
additional funding for the wastewater treatment plant expansion.  Consultant Tim 
Schellberg agreed to research past history of similar legislative requests. Karlinsey 
will research the potential for applying for a federal STAG grant to help pay for 
treatment plant improvements.   
 
 The shoreline moratoria and outside-city utility extension bills were also discussed, 
and the consensus was to re-introduce both bills in the 2009 session.   
 
The committee also discussed the City’s water right application, and the need to 
request the assistance of Gig Harbor’s state legislative delegation when appropriate. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:25 p.m. 
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 GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL RETREAT 
July 11, 2008 

8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. at Gig Harbor Civic Center 
 
 

PRESENT:  Councilmembers:  Steve Ekberg, Derek Young, Paul Conan, Ken Malich, 
Tim Payne, Paul Kadzik and Mayor Hunter.  
 
Staff: Rob Karlinsey, David Rodenbach, David Stubchaer, Steve Misiurak, Marco 
Malich, Dick Bower, Jennifer Kester, Mike Davis, Laureen Lund, Lita Dawn Stanton, Kay 
Truitt, Molly Towslee, and Carol Morris, Legal Counsel. 
 
Mayor Hunter called the session to order at 8:20 a.m.  He explained that the agenda 
includes a list of tasks / projects identified at last year’s retreat that are underway. He 
said that staff would briefly introduce each agenda item before discussion. He said that 
the idea is to make sure that the city is moving in the right direction and to see where 
improvements can be made. 
 
The retreat continued with discussion on the following agenda topics. 
 

1. Potential signal light at the corner of Soundview and Hunt.  This item is on the 
agenda due to concerns with increased traffic as a result of the new development 
across from Stroh’s and the current problems with turning left off Soundview on to Hunt. 
Steve Misiurak said that they will continue to monitor traffic at this intersection and 
information will be updated with the 6-year and 20-year Traffic Plans. He said that 
current studies show that most of the traffic routes through Kimball, and not down Hunt. 
 
Councilmember Ekberg and Malich voiced a preference for a single lane 4-way stop 
rather than a signal. Rob Karlinsey suggested a temporary 4-way stop to see how it 
works. 

 
2. Speed Studies on Soundview Drive and Burnham Drive (section from Eagles to 

No. Harborview Dr.)  Steve Misiurak said that city-wide speed studies will be conducted 
on major arterials and collector streets. He gave an overview of how the studies are 
performed. There was discussion on placement of the two portable speed indicators. 
 
There was also discussion about a temporary detour around Austin Street during the 
WWTP Expansion Project. 
 

3. Senior Center, 4.  Senior Center Programming and 5.  The Boys & Girls Club 
Agreement. 
 
Councilmember Young announced that Rob and he would be meeting with the Boys & 
Girls Club on Tuesday to discuss issues with the contract.  Council and staff then 
discussed the following issues:  
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• A request for on-going maintenance fees. 
• Franciscan Health System providing programming for Seniors. 
• Pierce County’s Contribution to Operations. 
• Use of the Bogue Building for a Senior Center. 
• Changes that have occurred since the city’s original resolution of support. 
• Dual use of the facility to maximize the potential. 
• A feasibility study on the need for a Senior Center and what it entails. 
• Existing potential sites for this use. 
• The number of Seniors in the community that this would serve. 
• Level of support the city has provided to other local organizations such as the 

YMCA and the History Museum. 
• At what level is this Council willing to participate. 

 
Mayor Hunter stressed that Rob and Councilmember Young have been negotiating in 
good faith and any changes to the level of contribution has to be agreed upon by the 
Council as a whole. He asked for direction for the upcoming meeting on Tuesday. 
 
Everyone agreed that the Boys & Girls Club would provide a good service to the 
community and wanted to make sure it was clear that the city isn’t against a Senior 
Center, just that there could be alternative locations. After further discussion Council 
agreed upon a contribution level of $250,000 spread over two years; $150,000 the first 
year and $100,000 the second year.  Rob and Councilmember Young were asked to 
convey this at the meeting. 
 

6. 2008 Budget Adjustments.  David Rodenbach gave an overview of the proposed 
budget adjustments, the savings that could be realized from each department and a 
proposal to move a portion of the Civic Center Reserve Fund to 2009 to address the 
budget shortfall. Staff was asked to identify a way to plan for impact fee credits in the 
future. 
 
The point was made that the lower REET Funding is the only true budget shortfall; the 
other figures are due to unanticipated projects.  
 
Mr. Rodenbach discussed the anticipated decline in sales tax revenue for 2009 due to 
the completion of the hospital and the option to retire certain revenue bonds as a 
financing strategy. He was directed to bring forward a proposal to do so. 
 
Staff was asked if the departmental savings discussed would result in a drop in service. 
Mr. Rodenbach responded that it would not.  

 
7. Green Building/LEEDS and 8. Low Impact Development.  Dick Bower reported 

that the Green Building program in Pierce County is going well. LEEDS is another 
volunteer program that is more intricate and is adds an additional 2% to the Green 
Building construction costs. Because it hasn’t been found to be cost effective to fully 
participate in the LEEDS program, staff was encouraged to implement the standards 
wherever possible. 
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The group discussed ways to implement low impact development in the city. Staff 
explained that we are incorporating techniques with the NPDES Phase II Stormwater 
requirements and updates to the Design Manual. The idea of identifying credit 
opportunities as incentive to implement low impact development was brought up. 
 
Council agreed we should move toward methods to encourage low impact 
developments. Staff explained that certain aspects would have to be addressed in 
development agreements and changes in the design standards so it wouldn’t prohibit 
low impact construction.   
 
There was discussion on low impact street design and how it would “green up” 
neighborhoods. Mayor Hunter commented that the city would have to commit to 
maintaining these areas. It was suggested that the Point Fosdick Sidewalk Project 
would be a good pilot program for low impact development. 
 
Rob Karlinsey said that commercial properties that have on-site stormwater retention 
pay the same connection fees as those who don’t and asked if a distinction should be 
made. Carol Morris asked to hold this discussion until she could get the case law on this 
to discuss after break. 
 
The Mayor announced a break at 10:00 a.m.  The group reconvened at 10:15. 
 

9. GMA: Population Allocations.  Jennifer Kester said that the city population has 
reached 6,910 and in order to meet the 2022 population allocation we need 
approximately 5000 more people. Based on development and available land, we are on 
track.   She then addressed questions about density, explaining that the city needs to 
require development at urban density levels which the Central Puget Sound Hearings 
Board has set at 4 units per acre. If we don’t follow these guidelines, our ordinance 
could be challenged, which has happened. 
 
Carol Morris said that Courts have said that the Growth Boards do not have the 
authority to establish a “bright-line rule” for density, but we do have to have an urban 
density backed by rationale. She added that four units is the excepted rule except 
where there are environmental constraints. 
 
There was discussion on an upcoming project and whether it will meet the four-unit per 
acre rule. It appears that the project will meet this requirement and they are looking at a 
text amendment for an assisted living facility which would count toward higher density 
calculations. 
 
There was further discussion on concern with denser development in the downtown 
core and whether there could be areas that remain at a lower density. The question was 
asked if the city could decide on densities with the upcoming neighborhood plan that is 
starting.  Ms. Morris said a good argument could be made because of the traffic buildup 
which is very important; traffic concern is the only issue you can deny development in 
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the Growth Management Act. Another way to address this is to designate certain areas 
for hi-density development to off-set the areas with lower density and to allow the PRD 
designation in areas that are designed to handle the traffic. 
 
A point was made that the number of dwelling units doesn’t necessarily determine 
population; a large home may only house two people.  Ms. Kester responded that the 
projection is based on lots, not size of the houses and the projection is 2.8 people per 
house. 
 
The group discussed minimum densities and which zone they reside. Regarding 
population, the city’s general policy is to take the amount of population that can be 
adequately provided for at approximately four-dwelling units per acre.  
 
The issues of floor area ratios, combining lots, and Canterwood were discussed as they 
relate to density calculations. 
 

10. Passports. Molly Towslee said that the Finance Committee reviewed eliminating 
the passport function. Because it is consuming the Executive Assistant’s workday and 
the application fee has been cut a recommendation is being made to stop the function 
as of January 1st.  Applicants still will have the option of going to Lake Katherine Post 
Office, Port Orchard City Hall, Tacoma, or to Bremerton City Hall. Forms and 
information are all on the internet and renewals are done by mail. Council agreed to 
discontinue the function. 
 

11. Affordable Housing.  Rob explained that we hired a consult to do an inventory of 
current affordable housing in the city and next year we would be looking at a study to 
identify necessary policy changes. 
 

12. Street Vacations: One-Time Blanket Waiver for Non-User Statute. Rob 
recommended not doing a one-time blanket waiver in case there are issues with utility 
easements.  Carol stressed that if there are utilities on any of these sites, the city would 
retain the easement through adverse possession. This process only removes a cloud 
from the title as these areas already belong to the adjacent property owner. 

 
Staff was asked to use the GIS system to identify the remaining places that this non-
user statue applies to, take a look at each site to determine easement concerns and 
then bring back an ordinance to vacate any that don’t have issues. 
 

13. Annexations.  Rob said that Council requested staff to be more proactive in 
annexations and that this will be addressed in 2009. He gave an update on annexations 
currently in process.  
 
There was discussion on whether to pursue Canterwood and it was noted that the 
Canterwood Board of Directors are in discussion about this. 
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14. Street Connections.  Steve Misiurak said that possible East-West Connectors to 
the west side are being identified in the Six-Year TIP and 20 Year process to alleviate 
traffic congestion.   
 
Approaching Pierce County for a Crescent Valley connector to alleviate traffic in the 
downtown corridor was discussed.  There are design issues due to geographical and 
engineering of such a roadway. 
 
Staff was urged to work with Pierce County to overlay our Six and Twenty-Year Plans 
with theirs to coordinate efforts. The group talked about a possible LID for 
improvements to 50th Street Court and tying Harbor Hill to Burnham Drive. 
 

15. Sidewalk/Trails Inventory & Connections.  Rob announced that the bids for the 
Cushman Trail occur today. He said it would behoove the city to punch this trail through 
to Borgen Boulevard. He said he hopes to add trails to the PROS Plan analysis. 
 
Jenn Kester said that a new requirement of the GMA is to have a non-motorized trail 
system in place by 2011.  Mayor Hunter said that PenMet Parks is pushing to connect 
the Westside with Burnham which could be addressed by a 96th Street under / or 
overpass. 
 
The current requirement by ADA for a 2% or less grade change in sidewalk cutouts 
addressed concerns voiced by Councilmember Malich for new sidewalk design. 
 

16. WWTP Expansion and Outfall Extension.  Steve Misiurak announced that design 
for both projects are 95% complete.  The WWTP expansion project should be out to bid 
in 3-4 weeks with construction beginning in late August or early September. He said that 
we are in the process of obtaining permits for the Outfall Extension. 
 
Mayor Hunter voiced concern that the bid documents aren’t ready and cost overruns 
could be huge. He stressed that we shouldn’t rush the process. 
 
Councilmembers asked that Representatives Seaquist and Cantwell be invited to the 
groundbreaking ceremony as they were instrumental in obtaining funding and permitting 
for these projects. 
 

17. Waste Water System Comprehensive Plan.  Steve Misiurak said they are 
proceeding with updates to the Comp Plan and should have a draft by the end of 2008.  
 

18. Unsewered Areas Strategy.  Steve Misiurak explained that they are currently 
revising the map of future sanitary sewered areas and redefining the basin area. This 
will make it easier for groups to form LIDs. 
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19. Utility Rate Increases.  David Rodenbach said that first readings of the 
ordinances increasing utility rates for water (3%), sewer (15%), and stormwater (3%) 
are scheduled for Monday, July 14th.   
 

20. Eddon Boat Park.  Rob said that the contractor has been given the notice to 
proceed on the sediment cleanup. This should begin in August and will take a month to 
complete. The improvements should allow this area to have a more park-like setting for 
people to enjoy.  He gave an update on grant status: 

 
• Lita Dawn Stanton has applied for another Heritage Grant for 1.2 million to 

replace the dock. We will find out if we are on the list on July 16th for funding in 
2010.   
 

• The Heritage Grant in received in 2006 is to make the building assessable to the 
public.  The garage will become restrooms and an open house is being held to 
obtain input on uses for the house. The project must be completed by March of 
2009.  

 
• ALEA Grant Funds for 1.4 million to develop the park; funding to be available in 

2010. We will know the status in August. 
 
Mayor Hunter announced that design work on the building is underway. He praised the 
Gig Harbor Kayak Club and suggested that the city consider allowing them to use the 
building as a shell house and encouraged everyone to think along those lines. 

 
Because there are several private organizations such as this that would like to use a city 
facility there needs to be a public process to determine its use. The point was made that 
it would be helpful to have passive use for non-motorized watercraft in order to obtain 
ALEA Grant Funding. The Mayor offered to talk to Alan Anderson about attending the 
open house to propose this use. 
 

21. Gig Harbor North Visioning.  Rob said that there is interest by OPG to develop a 
“turnkey” park to give to the city in exchange for other development incentives. A 
comment was made that the Gig Harbor Little League has money to invest in ballpark 
improvements. 
 

22. WDOT Relationship.  Rob reported that staff is working well with WSDOT and will 
continue to include them in discussions about improvements to the other interchanges 
such as the one at Wollochet due to the Pierce Transit Park N Ride Project.  

 
23. City/County Coordination of Cross-Boundary Impacts & 24.  City/County Impact 

Fee Sharing.  David Stubchaer said that the Canterwood Project brought us together 
with the County to work on signalization at 144th. He stressed that he would continue to 
coordinate efforts with the county with all future development. 
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25.  Traffic Modeling: Methodology Improvements & 26.  Impact Fees.  Steve 
Misiurak said staff is working with PTV America to get up to speed with the traffic 
modeling software. He said that the plan is to have the ability to do traffic modeling in-
house.  
 
He then discussed impact fees explaining that there will be an open house to discuss 
the updates to the impact fees. He said that fees may look quite different as we identify 
growth related projects to determine whether to include long-term solutions. 
 
There was discussion on looking for other funding sources than impact fees and 
whether the city can use impact fees to satisfy the city’s share of the Hospital Benefit 
Zone taxes. It was determined that the only sales tax could be used to satisfy this 
portion.   David Rodenbach commented that it is a technical fix. 
 

27. State and Federal Earmarks.  Rob said that Congressman Norm Dicks has 
earmarked $950,000 to daylight Donkey Creek. He said he met with Mary McBride from 
Senator Murray’s office, and she was excited about the project as well. 
 
Rob then talked about other funding opportunities: 
 

• State Tribal Assistance Grants that each Senator and Congressman can 
allocate. He approached Ms. McBride about the Outfall Project, and there may 
be possible funding available from the STAG Grant. The application process 
begins in February and a lobbying effort will be made back in Washington D.C. 
for this. 

• BB16 isn’t even on Congressman Dick’s radar and probably won’t be included in 
Senator Murray’s budget either. 

• The city is going to request more earmarks for the WWTP Expansion Project. 
 
Rob commented that the lobbyist from Gordon Thomas Honeywell will be requesting an 
increase in their contract. He said he would like them to reintroduce two bills: one for the 
shoreline moratorium and the other for utility extensions. 
 

28. PenMet/City Tax Overlap. Rob announced the meeting with PenMet on August 
4th at 6:00 p.m. to discuss their desire to annex the city. They don’t want to give up the 
tax revenue from newly annexed areas and concerns that they will disappear through 
future city annexations. 
 
There was discussion on the city annexing into the PenMet Parks District. The city 
would still own and have to maintain our parks. 

 
29. Big Box Development.  Councilmember Ekberg asked if the city doesn’t want big 

box store fronting major streets, then why isn't the code changed to reflect this. 
 
Jenn Kester responded that this will be addressed in updates to the neighborhood 
design project. 
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30. Waterfront Millville Office Use.  Jenn announced that this is being rolled into the 

updates to the Shoreline Master Program. 
 

31. Maritime Pier (i.e., Commercial Dock).  Mayor Hunter explained that for years 
different committees have asked for a maritime pier and some work was done on it, but 
no one ever followed through. He suggested that something should be done to get this 
to the point that everyone can agree whether or not it’s feasible.  

 
Lita Dawn Stanton commented that the Parks Commission and Design Review Board 
have asked to review any plans for a Maritime Pier because Skansie Brother’s Park is 
an historic site. 
 
Councilmember Young asked why this was being discussed. He stressed that we just 
discussed eliminating $750,000 for a high-use facility and now we are talking about 
committing to a dock that costs millions and only serves a few. 
 
Lita Dawn pointed out that in 2004 Council was presented with a proposal for a Maritime 
Pier and the group was given the direction to appoint a committee to study the 
feasibility. The committee was appointed but it was of fisherman, and they were not 
notified and so it died. They are now picking up the ball again. 
 
Councilmember Kadzik added that this was for a Maritime Pier with little commercial 
fishing use.  After further discussion it was recommended that this be allowed to go 
through the public process.  
 
Rob said that he is going to continue to follow Council’s vote last year’s to continue to 
pursue the Ancich/Tarabochia Dock. There is $100,000 in the budget to do so but he 
hasn’t made progress this year due to a legal dispute on the property. 
 
The group broke for lunch at 12:08 p.m. 

 
32. Personnel Policies Update.  Rob Karlinsey said he is taking AWCs model policies 

and blending it with Gig Harbor’s to update the current version. He will have Scott 
Snyder, the city personnel attorney review the document before bringing to Council as a 
draft.  It will then be presented to the Guilds. 

 
33. Drug & Alcohol Testing Policies & Procedures.  Rob said that federal law requires 

a random drug and alcohol testing policy for employees with Commercial Drivers 
Licenses.  He said that this has been presented to the Finance Committee for review 
and will come back to Council for formal adoption. 

 
34. View Basin Subarea Plan.  Jenn Kester reported that the Request for Proposals 

has been sent and they expect to have them back by the 18th. The View Basin Subarea 
Plan will address: 

• Land use and zoning 
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• Boundaries of the View Basin 
• Building Size Design Issues 
• Parking Issues 
• Downtown Revitalization Plan  and Harborview / Judson Street Design Project 

 
From this we can build policies into the Comp Plan and come out with a series of policy 
recommendations and implementing development regulations for the view basin. This 
process will continue through 2008 and 2009. 
 
There was a question on whether the downtown area is the best place to start this 
process. Jenn said that this was based on a budget objective. The discussion 
concluded with the idea that this is the most sensitive area. 

 
35. Harborview/Judson Master Plan.  Rob announced that there is a good group of 

stakeholders and there have been community meetings. He said he is happy with the 
consultants, Cascade Design Collaborative and CTS. The concepts are coming to the 
group on Tuesday night. One eye-opener in the plan is the gain of 119 parking spaces 
from the Treatment Plant through to Judson Street. The master plan will come to City 
Council at the end of August. Once there is buyoff on the concept the actual design will 
begin. If funding is available, construction will occur in 2009. 
 
Rob responded to questions on undergrounding utilities and said that he is working with 
Peninsula Light on the issues.  There was discussion on resolving the issue of 
converting homes to underground through an LID.  Another point was made about 
retaining the historical element of the light poles. 
 
Rob suggested negotiating with Peninsula Light to underground in certain areas where 
there are ADA and safety issues. Council directed him to explore all options.  
 

36. Shoreline Regulations.  Jenn Kester said a consultant has been hired to start the 
Shoreline Master Program update. It should be back to Council by the end of 2009 and 
then it goes to the State for final acceptance. The process must be completed by 2011. 
 

37. Downtown Business Plan.  Rob announced a field trip to visit other towns to see 
what works and what doesn’t.  The group should be ready to make a recommendation 
by early August. 
 

38. Renovation Incentives Downtown.  Mayor Hunter asked the question of how the 
city could encourage the downtown business owners to fix up and maintain their 
buildings through possible incentives.  He mentioned breaks on parking requirements, 
reduction of permitting fees, allowing vendor carts and prices to show on outdoor retail 
items.  

 
It was suggested that this would be a great discussion for the Mainstreet / Waterfront 
Business Owners Association. Councilmember Kadzik said he would take this to the 
group to come up with ideas. 
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39. Downtown Parking Strategy.  Rob said that he already hit on this. He said that a 

parking strategy that helps the downtown business thrive is needed. Not only more 
parking but the ability for parking credits for renovations.  
 
Jenn said that this can be addressed in the View Basin Sub-area Plan for comp plan 
amendments.  
 
The group discussed several different strategies to address the parking issue. Jenn said 
that the Planning Commission is working on a text amendment to change the definition 
of gross floor area to no longer include underground parking in the gross floor area 
calculation in every zone except the waterfront zones. 
 

40. Economic Development Plan.  Rob said he hopes to do a city-wide economic 
strategy, but it is low priority on his list. 
 

41. Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan.  David Stubchaer said a consultant 
has been hired to do 2001 Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan update. This will go 
through several phases: where are we now; where do we want to be; and then 
development a plan on how to get there. 

 
Staff was directed to add trails to the scope of work. Rob said this would take a contract 
amendment, adding that another part of the project is to update the Parks Impact Fee. 
 
Rob then addressed the question of annexing the Rohwer Property Park, asking if there 
is a need to do so. It was determined that although it would be nice it isn’t necessary. 
Jenn said that Tom Dolan is talking with Pierce County about the process to include this 
property in the city’s UGA to facilitate its annexation. 
 

42. Skansie Ad-Hoc Committee (dock extension, house, netshed, etc.).  Lita Dawn 
said that this has already been discussed, then explained that the pier is part of the 
master plan for the Skansie Park and that is why it would go to the DRB for comment.  
She was asked to let Council know if it becomes a debate issue and bogs down the 
process. 
 

43. Fuel Dock.  Rob said this was mentioned in the 2008 Budget, but nothing has 
been done. He said that it would be nice to have a fuel dock, but he is at a loss as 
where to start.  He was directed to talk to the marina owners. Mayor Hunter commented 
that the liability issue is so big that there is hesitation to take it on.  

 
Councilmember Ekberg commented that it’s an economic issue. This is a private 
enterprise rather than a city function.  Rob responded that he sees the city in a 
facilitative role rather than a financing role. He was asked to bring the marina owners 
together. 
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44. Eddon House.  Lita Dawn announced the open house to gain public input on 
uses for the house. She said that the bathrooms are going in with funds by the Heritage 
Grant. 
 

45. Citizen Survey.  Rob explained that the contractor is compiling the data from the 
survey and he should have a report within a month. 
 

46. Nuisance Code.  Rob said staff was directed to pursue a nuisance code and at 
their next meeting, he is asking the Planning/Building Committee for guidance on how to 
proceed.   
 

47. Permitting in the UGA.  Jenn Kester explained that what would be needed to 
enforce the coordination of permitting in the UGA is for Pierce County to adopt our 
codes. We have to identify which of the city’s codes that would be included and then 
there is the added complexity of who reviews the plans, who maintains the infrastructure 
and where the money comes from. 

 
She discussed the option of a trial period where we adopt an Interlocal with Pierce 
County. They adopt our identified codes and turn over the fees and permitting to the city 
in cases where city utilities are involved.  At this time approximately 50 permits a year 
are being processed in the UGA. This is still in the research phase and there will be 
several issues to address before proceeding. 
 

48. CLG.  Lita Dawn reported that as a Certified Local Government Gig Harbor has 
been very successful the last three years. The barn structures report was funded 
through CLG dollars; the current Millville Inventory is funded by a 2007 grant; and the 
HABS/HAER Report of engineering drawings and archive photos to be included in 
historic narratives that will go to the Library of Congress.  
 

49. National Maritime Heritage Area.  Lita Dawn said that Representative Pat Lantz 
was instrumental in getting funding to do a feasibility study to identify the Puget Sound 
as the first National Maritime Heritage area.  If we are designated, it will elevate heritage 
tourism for our area and there will be funding to stabilize the Skansie Netshed in the 
sensitive waterfront area.  Other landmark structured identified along the waterfront 
might have funding available. 
 

50. Pierce County Public Benefit Rating System (open space and landmark tax 
incentives).  Lita Dawn then reported that this is very successful program that offers 
incentives to owners to keep their property as they are. She said that with Council’s 
support she hopes to investigate this in conjunction with the Mainstreet Program as part 
of the CLG process. There is a rating system to determine eligibility for the program. 
 

51. Historic District Boundaries and Architecture.  Lita Dawn explained that as a 
result of the Millville Inventory, the Design Review Board will make a recommendation 
about adjustments to architectural definitions of what constitutes an historic home 
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because they are all not Craftsman Style. In addition, the historic boundaries will be 
refined.  

 
Mayor Hunter thanked the staff for all their hard work. He said that a slow down would 
be a blessing to allow us to regroup and catch up. He stressed that everyone is working 
hard. 
 
 

 The retreat adjourned at 1:25 p.m. 
 
 
 
         Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
              
         Molly Towslee, City Clerk 

Consent Agenda - 3b



COUNCIL WORK STUDY SESSION  
MAINSTREET PROGRAM  

July 28, 2007 
Community Rooms A & B 

 
Present: Mayor Hunter, Councilmembers Young, Conan, Malich, Kadzik and Payne.  
 
Mainstreet Program: Steve Lynn, Jack Sutton, Corolla Stark, and Paul Kadzik. 
 
Call to Order: 8:53 
 
Councilman Kadzik introduced Steve Lynn from the Main Street Program who began 
the meeting by introducing the group’s members and a giving a brief overview of 
recent accomplishments: 

• Hiring an Executive Director – Carolla Stark 
• Reached the Main Street Start-Up Status 
• 501(c)(3) Designation obtained 
• Main Street Tax Credit 
• Established Operating Office at the Visitors Center 
• Sponsored their 1st Event 

 
Mr. Lynn continued by presenting information on the parking inventory that they had 
completed.  He explained that the study was done in four sections: 

1. Downtown  
2. Millville Area 
3. Eddon Boatyard to Austin Street 
4. Finholm District 

 
Mr. Lynn described the counting program and its methodology then proceeded to 
present the results of the downtown study. He commented that 85% of the 
downtown parking is off-street. 
 
After the PowerPoint Presentation the group discussed the following points: 
 

• Public / private partnerships 
• Improved signage 
• Restriping existing spaces 
• Employee parking 
• Disincentives in the Municipal Code 

 
The group discussed how to move forward with reaching out to the private property 
owners to work on partnerships. Mr. Lynn said he is working with Eric Schmidt on 
the committee for the Harborview / Judson Street Improvements to identify solutions 
and to come back with recommendations. It was noted the property owners are very 
possessive of their own parking spots. Sharing time slots was brought up and Mr. 
Lynn said it is an issue of educating the property owners who fear liability. 
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Mr. Lynn touched on the tax credit program and then answered questions on a 
Façade Improvement grant program which creates a pool of money administered by 
the Mainstreet Group to help business owner to make improvements. 
 
Mr. Lynn addressed questions about membership by saying that over 50% of the old 
Waterfront Retail Association had joined. He said they are on track for membership. 
 
Mayor Hunter and Councilmembers praised these efforts and thanked the Main 
Street representatives for their presentation.  
 
Adjourned: 9:30     Scribe:  Molly Towslee 
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 City of Gig Harbor 
Community Development Dept. 
3510 Grandview St. 
Gig Harbor, WA 98335 

Memo 
To: Mayor Hunter and City Council Members 

From: Dick J. Bower, CBO – Building/Fire Safety Director 

CC: Rob Karlinsey 

Date: 08.05.2008 

Re: Building and Fire Safety Report for the month of July 2008 

The following report is being provided in an effort to keep you informed of the myriad activities of the 
building and fire safety department over the past month.  If you have any questions please give me a 
call, e-mail or visit and I’ll get you the answers. 

Departmental Activities:  
During the period building and fire safety staff took part in the following activities: 
- Attended permitting and enforcement process meetings with Consultant and other development 
services staff. 
- Participated in Quick View coordination meeting 
- Conducted fire safety inspections for the Gig Harbor/PAL Art Festival 
- Participated in 2 pre-application conferences and 2 intake meeting on proposed new projects. 
- Coordinated and participated in monthly regional emergency management meeting 
- Participated in State Building Code Council residential fire sprinkler technical advisory group 
teleconference. 
- Reviewed and commented on 4 land use actions  
- Reviewed and commented on1 Public Works Engineering permits 
- Coordinated after action review on Kantor project issues. 
- Participated in PC Local Emergency Planning Committee meeting 
- Attended WA Assn. of Building Officials (WABO) officers meeting 
- Attended WABO annual meeting where Bower was elected first VP of the Assn. 
- Attended regional earthquake exercise planning meeting with regional response partners 
- Hosted Eddon Boat Shop project coordination meeting with architects 
- Attended Council retreat 
- Participated in GHN Traffic Options Committee meeting 
- Participated in PC Type III Incident Management Team all-hands meeting 
- Coordinated staff review meeting related to access issues related to Rogel/Bonneville project  

New Permit Applications 
New Commercial -  0       
New Residential - 6 + 4 new base plans   
Remodel / Tenant Improvement -    7 
Other (Includes plumbing, mechanical, fire system, fuel gas, etc.) -  53        
Total -  70      
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Total valuation -$ 4,475,336.00 
Fee revenues - $       38,250.71 
 
Large Projects Reviewed and Awaiting Revisions:  
Madison Shores Marina 
Northwood Medical Office Building 
 

Major Plan Reviews Completed: 
Reikow Office Building 
Second Floor HNP building 
St. A’s MOB fire suppression systems 
Madison Shores upland development 
Multi-Care 1st and 2nd floor remodel (yup, the new building on Pt. Fosdick by Uptown) 
Shops at GHN Building B shell (major revisions) 

Permits Issued:    
Commercial –  2         
Residential -  0 
Remodel/TI -  10 
Other -  44                                                     
Total Issued -  56   
 
Total Valuation - $ 12,426,628.00     
Fee Revenues - $         81,355.42 

Permits-By-Appointment: 18 

Inspections: 
The following inspections were performed: 
Periodic inspections - 165  
Final Inspections -  42     
Certificate of Occupancy - 9     
Total -  216    

Enforcement: 
The following enforcement actions were taken: 
Investigations - 2              
Stop work orders issued -  
Citations issued -   
Civil NOV’s issued -   
Total - 2               

Fire Inspection Referral /Refusal Follow-ups:   
2 

Business License Inspections:  

Training: 
- Participated in first aid/CPR training 
- Attended Army Corps of Engineers presentation on Corps permitting process 
- Provided OJT training to intern/temporary inspector 
- Attended wood truss bracing seminar provided through MBP.com 
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PROCLAMATION OF THE MAYOR 

OF THE CITY OF GIG HARBOR 
 
 

Whereas, National Walk from Obesity Day raises public awareness of the 
Obesity walk taking place in Tacoma, Washington to bring about education 
and health improvement for generations to come; and 

Whereas, obesity is an epidemic impacting nearly one in four Americans; 
and  

Whereas, most people do not know that Obesity is a serious health 
problem and they do not take it seriously; and 

Whereas, the risk factors for Obesity are poor diet, physical inactivity, 
genetics and age; and  

Whereas, obesity can cause serious health impacts such as sleep apnea, 
high blood pressure and diabetes; and 

Whereas, keeping people healthy and promoting Obesity prevention, 
education, awareness, and treatment, is an important responsibility and 
depends on the actions of many organizations and groups in our 
community; and 

Whereas, obesity touches people of all ages and remains a priority for 
families, communities, and government, and our commitment to keeping 
our communities healthy is stronger than ever.  

Whereas, The Walk from Obesity campaign promotes Obesity prevention, 
education, awareness and treatment.  

Now, therefore, I Chuck Hunter, Mayor of Gig Harbor do hereby proclaim 
Saturday, September 27, 2008, as  

National Walk from Obesity Day 
and encourage all citizens of Gig Harbor to join the 2-mile walk taking place, at 8 a.m. 
starting at Dickman Mill Park along Ruston, Way.  Unite in the national movement to 
give everyone a personal and urgent wake-up call about their risks for Obesity.  

 
                       
    Mayor, City of Gig Harbor      Date 
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                                                                                                            7/2/08  

 

 

Dear Mayor Hunter,  

Saturday, September 27, 2008, is the National Walk from Obesity Day.  On this day, Americans 
nationwide will walk together to raise awareness of obesity and the associated health impacts on 
our society.  In Washington State and the nation, obesity is epidemic and the obesity rates in our 
state have continued to rise at the same pace each year.   

I am writing to encourage you to issue a proclamation declaring Saturday, September 27, 2008, as 
National Walk from Obesity Day in Tacoma, Washington. By taking this action, you will unite 
Tacoma with the National Walk from Obesity Day events taking place across the country.  

The “Walk from Obesity” campaign is aimed at bringing public knowledge to the growing 
obesity epidemic offering information on prevention, education, research and treatment. 

The walk is a partnership between the Obesity Action Coalition (OAC) and Franciscan Health 
System.  Franciscan Health System provides a comprehensive weight management program 
offering lifestyle behavior modification classes, medically supervised weight management and 
weight loss surgery.  

Partnering with the (OAC) provides an opportunity for community education and awareness of a 
disease that impacts one in four Americans. It is estimated that more than 93 million Americans 
are obese, with that number predicted to rise to 120 million in the next five years.  

For more information, visit: http://www.obesityaction.org 

By participating in the National Walk from Obesity Day, you will greatly enhance the efforts of 
Franciscan Health System’s mission of creating healthier communities.   

Please join in and help us spread the word.  Your support will send a clear message to the people 
of Tacoma, WA that protecting their health is important to them, their families, and their 
communities.  

Sincerely,  

Anita Beninger  

Franciscan Health System  

Community Health Promotion Specialist 
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