
 

 

 
Gig Harbor 

City Council Meeting 
 
 

April 13, 2009 
6:00 p.m. 



AGENDA FOR 
GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

April 13, 2009 – 6:00 p.m. 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Approval of the Minutes of City Council Meeting of Mar. 23, 2009. 
2. Receive and File: a) Operations Committee Meeting Minutes March 19, 2009; b) 

Parks Commission Minutes March 4, 2009; c) Public Benefit Rating System; d) 
Intergovernmental Affairs Minutes February 9, 2009. 

3. Public Art Placement – “Ring in the Salmon” Bell at Donkey Creek Park.  
4. Re-appointments to Building Code Advisory Board. 
5. Re-appointments to the Civil Service Commission. 
6. Proclamation – Earth Week / Arbor Day. 
7. Resolution – Surplus Property.  
8. Harbor Hill Water Tank Property – Quit Claim Deed.  
9. Skansie Reservoir Repainting Project – Public Works Contract and Materials 

Testing Contract Authorization.  
10. Hunt-Wollochet Signal Repair Project Materials Testing 

Authorization/Construction Testing Laboratories, Inc.  
11. NetShed Documentation Services Contract. 
12. RCO Grant – Austin Estuary Restoration Project.  
13. Liquor Licenses: a) LLC Change – Inn at Gig Harbor; b) Assumption – Brix 25 Inc. 
14. Approval of Payment of Bills for April 13, 2009: Checks #60631 through #60770 in 

the amount of $737,145.83. 
15. Approval of Payroll for the month of March: Checks #5394 through #5417 and 

direct deposits in the total amount of $369,663.26. 
 
PRESENTATIONS:  Earth Week / Arbor Day Proclamation. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Second Reading of Ordinance – Harbor Hill Water Tank and Mainline  
Latecomers Agreement.  

2. Second Reading of Ordinance – Creating a Federal Drug Investigation Fund. 
 

NEW BUSINESS:    
 
STAFF REPORT:  

1. Harborview Drive Road Closure Informational Update.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 



MAYOR’S REPORT / COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 

1. Finance / Safety Committee: Mon. Apr 20th at 4:00 p.m. 
2. City Council Worksession - 2009 Workplan: Mon. Apr 20th at 5:30 p.m. 
3. Operations Committee: Thu. Apr. 16 at 3:00 p.m. 
4. Parks Appreciation Day: Sat. Apr. 18th 9:00 a.m. – Noon. 
5. Boards & Commission Candidate Review: Mon. Apr. 27th at 4:30 p.m. 
6. Volunteer Appreciation Event: Mon. Apr. 27th at 5:00 p.m. 
7. GH North Traffic Options Committee – Wednesday, May 20th, at 9:00 a.m. 

 
ADJOURN: 
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 GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF MARCH 23, 2009 
 
PRESENT:  Councilmembers Ekberg, Young, Franich, Conan, Malich, Payne, and 
Mayor Hunter. Councilmember Kadzik was absent. 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  6:01 p.m.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
1. Approval of the Minutes of City Council Meeting of Mar. 9, 2009. 
2. Receive and File: a) Parks Commission Minutes of Jan. 7 and Feb. 4, 2009; b) 

GHPD Monthly Report. c) Salary Commission Minutes March 11, 2009. 
3. Correspondence / Proclamations: a) Parks Appreciation Day; b) AWC Retro Refund 

Check. 
4. Liquor Licenses:  a) Renewals: GH Farmers Market Assoc.; Qdoba Mexican Grill; 

The Green Turtle; Harbor Greens; Gig Harbor Farmers Market; Maritime Inn. b) 
Application in Lieu of Current Privilege: The Inn at Gig Harbor. 

5. Resolution No. 787– Surplus Equipment.  
6. Hearing Examiner Services Contract – Second Amendment. 
7. Re-appointment to Arts Commission. 
8. Borgen Parcel for Cushman Trail Restroom Site – Property Purchase. 
9. Public Art Placement – “Ring in the Salmon” Bell at Donkey Creek Park. 
10. Hunt/Wollochet Signal Project – WA Water Right-of-Way Agreement.  
11. Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvement Project - Change Order No. 1. 
12. Approval of Payment of Bills for March 23, 2009: Checks #60505 through #60630 in 

the amount of $585,966.28. 
 

Mayor Hunter announced that number nine, Public Art Placement has been moved to 
the next meeting to allow for clarification of an issue. 

 
MOTION: Move to adopt the Consent Agenda as amended. 
   Franich / Malich – unanimously approved.  
 

OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Public Hearing and First Reading of Ordinance - Harbor Hill Water Tank and 
Mainline Extension Latecomers Agreement. David Stubchaer, Public Works Director, 
presented a brief history and described the changes to this ordinance since it came 
before Council last. He explained that Franciscan Health Systems has agreed to make 
payment outside the Latecomer’s Agreement to avoid the 5% administration fee. He 
said that Staff met with Ben Pearson from the Sportsman’s Club to review the results of 
a revised model, adding that the new model still requires the water tank and waterline in 
order to meet commercial fireflow regulations.  
 
Mr. Stubchaer addressed the issues stated in a letter submitted by Tom Sturgeon. He 
explained that the fee is based on the average gallons per day / per person use and so 
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the fee calculated is still correct based upon Mr. Sturgeon’s approved preliminary plat.  
The second issue stated by Mr. Sturgeon is that he was not allowed to utilize the MUD 
zoning benefits during application. Per Tom Dolan, the reason he was denied is 
because he used the Planned Residential Development standards in lieu of the MUD 
criteria. Mr. Sturgeon further stated that he could erect water tower storage on his 
property at a much lower cost.  Mr. Stubchaer responded to this by saying this would 
not be allowed because this isn’t part of the Comprehensive Water Plan; system-wide 
improvements agreed upon in the 1996 Pre-Annexation Agreement were required. 
Finally, Mr. Sturgeon questioned whether OPG followed the appropriate RCWs that 
allow for a Latecomers Agreement. Mr. Stubchaer said that the RCW doesn’t specify bid 
requirements, but Mr. Chadwell has said that they obtained three bids and used the 
lowest. 
 
Councilmember Franich asked about Mr. Sturgeon’s request to be exempted because 
his property is being developed as residential. Mr. Stubchaer responded that although 
the plat is mostly residential, it still has the MUD overlay zone.  Mr. Sturgeon shared in a 
meeting that this plat is a placeholder, and he may go forward at some time or he may 
make changes. The Latecomer’s Agreement is based upon the zoning but the pro-rata 
share is calculated on the preliminary plat and the number of lots. He further explained 
that the reason that the Northcreek Plat was excluded is because it is zoned residential 
and meets current fireflow requirements.  
 
Mayor Hunter opened the public hearing at 6:14 p.m. 
 
Ben Pearson – 9721 Burnham Drive.  Mr. Pearson, Treasurer for the Gig Harbor 
Sportsman’s Club, spoke on behalf of the 1100+ members in asking to be excluded 
from the Latecomer’s Agreement. He said that they already are part of the Burnham 
Waterline Latecomer’s; they helped build it and will pay for it when they connect. He 
noted that this is all the water they need to develop their property.  Mr. Pearson then 
said that staff has a double standard in regards to Latecomers Agreements. He 
explained that when built, the Burnham Waterline supplied sufficient fireflow to the 
properties.  Then the city adopted a Comprehensive Water Plan that increased the 
requirement for commercial fireflow, and so a booster pump was installed. To further 
build out Gig Harbor North area, a water tank was installed and the booster pump which 
supplied fireflow to everyone along Burnham / Borgen / Harbor Hill was turned off.  He 
explained that the double standard is that Northarbor Business Park connected to the 
Burnham Water Line and then continued to build out their property even after the water 
tank was operational, but they are not being asked to participate in this current 
Latecomers. Those that haven’t yet tapped in are being required to pay again for the 
water that they already purchased.  Mr. Pearson said he reviewed the State Municipal 
Sewer and Water Act and the city’s ordinances; there is nothing that authorizes staff to 
charge twice for water. He then explained that the city’s ordinance defines a latecomer 
as a property owner that is not party to the duly-executed Latecomer’s Agreement; so 
by this definition, and because they already have an executed Latecomer’s Agreement, 
the Sportsman’s Club cannot be included in this agreement. He again asked to be 
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excused, along with the ten other property owners along Burnham Drive from this 
Latecomer’s Agreement.  
 
Mr. Pearson responded to questions from Councilmember Malich by saying that they 
haven’t paid yet because they haven’t had a reason to tap into the line. He said their 
share of the Burnham Waterline will be $54,000 when they do connect. The second 
Latecomer’s Agreement will be $172,000.  
 
Councilmember Young asked the City Attorney for clarification on paying towards two 
Latecomers Agreements.  Angela Belbeck clarified that yes, you can participate in 
multiple agreements. She further clarified the definitions by saying the parties to a 
Latecomer’s Agreement are the developer/builder and the city. The property owners in 
the assessment area are not actually parties to the agreement. 
  
Councilmember Franich commented that he agrees with Mr. Pearson that this doesn’t 
seem fair. Mr. Pearson responded that the unfair part is that those who tapped into the 
original line are not being asked to participate in this second agreement. 
 
Councilmember Payne asked how many years are left on original Latecomers 
Agreement. Mr. Stubchaer answered that there are eight years left on the fifteen year 
agreement. He further explained that the original agreement was for the transmission 
line and this second agreement is for capacity to meet the current Comprehensive Plan 
requirements for fire flow.  This has changed over time; anyone who connects now has 
to meet the current requirements. 
 
John Chadwell – Olympic Property Group. Mr. Chadwell explained that when that area 
developed it needed the waterline to be connected to the city’s water system and so a 
line was run up Burnham to Gig Harbor North and to the water tank. It appears that the 
Sportsman’s Club is being charged twice because the system was built in two pieces; 
it’s two parts of the same required system-wide improvements. He said that Mr. 
Pearson is correct that timing made a difference because when you implement a 
Latecomer’s Agreement it is a “snapshot in time.” If someone has hooked up already, 
they aren’t included in the second round.  
 
Mr. Chadwell used trip capacity as a similar example of participation at the current 
requirement level; what matters is the model in place today. He further said that 
Latecomers Agreements allow for an orderly development pattern so infrastructure can 
be built when needed.  He explained that OPG paid the lion’s share for these 
improvements and to be equitable, they are asking other property owners that benefit to 
pay their share. He then referred to the letter from Tom Sturgeon, saying that each 
property owner could not build their own water tank due to the economy of scale of one 
large tank.  Mr. Chadwell emphasized that all property owners, unless they are already 
hooked up to the Burnham line, are paying their fair share. He pointed out that if a 
property owner chooses not to develop then they don’t have to pay; if they develop then 
it becomes another cost of developing. He finalized by saying that they have been as 
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equitable as possible using defensible standards. He asked that the agreement be 
approved. 
 
Mr. Garrison asked if shooting is a non-conforming use.  Mr. Dolan responded that the 
property is zone R-1 with a MUD Overlay. He said he was unsure, adding that it may 
well be non-conforming. 
 
Doug Tensler – 9721 Burnham Drive. Mr. Tensler, President of Gig Harbor Sportsman’s 
Club, asked for clarification if the city approved Gig Harbor North. He said at one point 
the Gig Harbor Sportsman’s Club had water and fireflow; it was conformed and 
approved. He agreed that they could have connected during that “snapshot in time.” He 
said that they didn’t make the decision to let Gig Harbor North grow and need more 
water…somebody else made that decision and the requirement for a water tank for Gig 
Harbor North. He said that the Sportsman’s Club still has water and fireflow, but now the 
requirements have changed, and they are being asked to pay for something that they 
have already been given. He said he just wants to understand if that is correct. 
 
Councilmember Payne said that the benefit isn’t received until you hook up. In order to 
achieve the benefit now, the infrastructure demands are greater. 
 
Mr. Tensler said it was by somebody else’s choice; the city’s choice, not theirs. He said 
that he just wanted to make sure that was on record. 
 
The Mayor closed the public hearing at 6:32 p.m.  This will return for a second reading 
at the next meeting. 
 
2. Second Reading of Ordinance – Burnham / Sehmel Annexation. Tom Dolan, 
Planning Director, presented the background for this annexation. He said that Council 
asked staff to come back with a recommendation to resolve the inconsistency in the 
pre-annexation zoning and the Comp Plan designation for the property.  
 
Mr. Dolan said that the City Attorney has prepared an opinion that says that if Council 
wants to re-examine the pre-annexation zoning, it would require starting the annexation 
process all over which would take several months.  He said Staff’s recommendation is 
for Council to approve the annexation tonight and initiate an area-wide rezone, which 
could be accomplished quickly. He pointed out that there is no guarantee what 
recommendation will come from the Planning Commission.   
 
Councilmember Conan asked about parcels on the southeast corner that appear to be 
left out of the annexation area in Exhibit B. Mr. Dolan explained that there are some 
parcels that are outside the annexation area. He said he doesn’t have the history for 
why they weren’t included but said he would come back with answers. 
 
Councilmember Payne asked about marine services. Mr. Dolan explained that this use 
is not currently allowed in the city’s ED zoning designation, but there is a proposal to 
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allow this use in three different areas. He said the intent is to have the ED/PCDBP uses 
Ordinance to Council by the second meeting in April.  
 
Paul Garrison – 8306 131st Street NW.  Mr. Garrison presented background for property 
in his ownership for forty years. He said that twenty-five years ago they went through a 
site plan process and since that time they have operated a business there. With a 
stroke of the pen, he said, Council would destroy this. He mentioned the three steel 
buildings and caring for his handicapped daughter, voicing concern that the whole thing 
will get shut down, including all the jobs. He believes there is a solution to this, adding 
that he has done a lot of research. In reading the RCWs he found that it calls for 75%. 
He asked if staff had checked the RCWs or the City Code before doing this.  
 
Tom Dolan responded that the requirement both in the state and city code is 60%.   
 
Mrs. Garrison came forward and read RCW 35.13.130 which states “The petition must 
be signed by the owners of not less than 75% in value according to the assessed 
valuation for general taxation of the property for which annexation is petitioned.” 
 
Ms. Belbeck, City Attorney, replied that this citation doesn’t apply to code cities such as 
Gig Harbor; the governing RCW is 35.A. which requires 60%. 
 
Mr. Garrison then said that in their research they have found several inconsistencies; 
the biggest is that they will immediately be turned into a non-conforming use and can’t 
change without permission from the city. 
 
Mr. Dolan responded that if you want to change from one non-conforming use to 
another, the Gig Harbor Municipal Code requires Hearing Examiner approval. However, 
if there are no changes to the use of the property and the use was legally established 
under County provisions, then they would remain a legal non-conforming use and would 
be allowed to continue; what triggers the new zoning is a change in use. 
 
Councilmember Malich asked Mr. Garrison to explain his concern with being shut down.   
Mr. Garrison shared that they have most of their property rented now and said he could 
try and get the others rented before the ordinance becomes effective.   
 
Council assured him that his existing businesses could continue. Mr. Garrison then 
voiced concern about insurance coverage for non-conforming uses. He responded that 
they aren’t planning on changing the buildings, but they do want to bring in Lighthouse 
Marine and do landscaping. Mr. Garrison said that the pallet business is doing all right, 
but they won’t be there long if they are non-conforming. He then talked about the 
vandalism to his mobile homes after one day of being vacant. He explained that he 
would like to put in something nice that would be an asset to the adjacent park, but if 
limited to residential use, they will have to replace the vandalized house with another 
mobile and see if they can keep the druggies from busting in again.  He asked the City 
Attorney if they could challenge the decision if the ordinance is passed. 
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Ms. Belbeck explained that she couldn’t offer legal advice.  Councilmember Young 
responded that the challenge period was during the 3-year process leading up to this 
decision.   
 
Mr. Garrison continued to say that 95% of the people didn’t realize that they might be 
getting rezoned as well as annexed. He cited the RCW requirement for a Comp Plan 
update for the annexation area or else there has to be an area-wide rezone within 60 
Days. This could be a lot more expensive than correcting this obvious error. 
 
Dino Foremiller - 2641 64th Street.  Mr. Foremiller said that there are only three parcels 
zoned Commercial EC with Pierce County but which will become residential. He shared 
his plans to build a 2500 square foot building on his property but said he won’t be able 
to do that if it’s zoned residential. He said because it’s only three parcels and not the 
entire annexation area he was told that it would cost $4000 to get it rezoned. He asked 
the Council for assurance that the rezone will be approved. He then said that he is 
located right across from Home Depot and kitty-corner from the hospital and now is 
being told his property will be residential. He asked if the $4000 could be waived. 
 
Betty Garrison – 8306 131st Street NW, Wauna.  Ms. Garrison said if this is passed, 
Council is asking the property owners to “trust them” to do the rezone within 60 days to 
maybe get back what they have.  She emphasized that this is her livelihood and her 
children’s inheritance and said that she would like to leave them something worthwhile; 
not just a bad taste about government. She said this could cost both sides tens of 
thousands of dollars just to get back to where they should be.  She further explained 
that the city’s zoning ordinance says that the Comprehensive Plan is to govern future 
annexation of parcels within the UGA. She said that the land use map supporting the 
Comprehensive Plan shows her property as zoned ED. She said the discrepancy 
should be straightened out before the property is annexed rather than waiting for future 
acts. 
 

MOTION: Move to adopt Ordinance No. 1156 approving the Burnham / Sehmel 
Annexation. 

 Young / Ekberg -  
 
Councilmember Young agreed that there are mistakes just now coming to light, but the 
annexation is too far along to change. He explained the process for the city to 
commence an area-wide rezone of the ED properties, commenting that if all goes well 
the recommendation will be back for Council’s approval within two months. He said that 
the Comprehensive Plan does indicate the proper zoning on these properties. He 
further explained that because this has been a very long process and the applicant has 
been extremely patient in agreeing to expand the boundaries to suit the city; we cannot 
continue to delay this any longer. He said we just don’t have the tools to fix this before 
the annexation takes place. 
 
Councilmember Conan agreed, saying he too understands that the zoning problem is a 
mistake that didn’t come to Council’s attention until it was too far along in the process. 
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He said that the area-wide rezone is a solution that will take some trust, adding that the 
Planning Commission has time to work on it. He pointed out that marine services aren’t 
currently an allowed use in the ED zone, and so proposed amendments to this zoning 
designation will come about at the same time as the area-wide rezone is approved.  He 
spoke in favor of sending this to the Planning Commission. 
 
Councilmember Ekberg pointed out that this option allows a quicker resolution than if 
the annexation process were to begin again. Councilmember Payne added that this 
annexation already has been one of the lengthiest processes in Gig Harbor and he 
empathizes with the proponent, who has been very patient. He said Council will respond 
to the issues raised and added that he hopes Mrs. Garrison will be able to trust that the 
process will be done expeditiously. He spoke in favor of the annexation moving forward. 
 
Councilmember Franich said that he agrees that the zoning was overlooked. He noted 
that in his opinion the Urban Growth Area should be smaller to avoid additional demand 
on city services. He said that the whole key to annexation is obtaining sewer, which 
leads to more development, and more people and more burden on the city. 
 

MOTION: Move to adopt Ordinance No. 1156 approving the Burnham / Sehmel 
Annexation. 

  Young / Ekberg – six voted in favor. Councilmember Franich voted no. 
 

MOTION: Move to commence an area-wide rezone within the Economic 
Development area off Burnham / Sehmel Drive. 

  Young / Ekberg – unanimously approved. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:    
 
1. First Reading of Ordinance – Creating a Federal Drug Investigation Fund. Mike 
Davis, Chief of Police, presented the background information for this ordinance creating 
a second fund for Federal drug seizure monies for budget and reporting purposes. He 
reported that currently there is $60,740.22 in federal seizure dollars. This will return at 
the next meeting for a second reading. 
 
STAFF REPORT:  
 
Chief Davis report that the city was just notified that we are eligible for an $11,200 
Justice Assistance Grant. This money can be used for hiring or equipment associated 
with the court system. He said that he is considering using the funds to replace 
computers in the report room and to assist in the initiation of the CourtSmart Video 
arraignment. 
 
Chief Davis then reported on a second grant opportunity. The Federal COPS Grant 
Program has money set aside to put more officers on the street and to rehire those that 
may have been let go due to the recession. He said it is a nation-wide competitive grant 
that would pay the wages and benefits for an officer for three years. The caveat is that 
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the city would be required to keep that officer on after the three year period and would 
need to pay for a vehicle, training and equipment for each officer. He said that in light of 
the current and future growth and the increase in calls for service, this would be an 
opportunity to help achieve the goal of having two officers on duty at all times.  He 
asked for Council’s direction on whether he should expend the time and effort to apply 
for this grant.  
 
After further discussion on the cost in staff time to apply and budget constraints, Chief 
Davis was directed to move forward with the grant application process and if chosen, a 
decision to participate could be made at budget time. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  No one came forward to speak. 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT / COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
 
Councilmember Malich reported on an article in The Tacoma News Tribune regarding 
building density being problematic for Fire Departments. He said that he thinks that 
should be addressed here. 
 
Dick Allen – Planning Commission.  Mr. Allen said at the last meeting, the 
commissioners talked about the development standards in the MUD zone which require 
five foot setbacks. He said that this appears to be a carry-over from the old zoning and 
Jennifer Kester, Senior Planner, has agreed to consult with the Building Director to 
determine the legality of the standard as well as to discuss building materials. This 
information will come back to the Planning Commission for further discussion. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 
1. Planning & Building Committee – Monday, Apr. 6th at 5:15 p.m. 
2. Operations & Public Projects Committee – Thursday, Apr. 16th at 3:00 p.m.  
3. Finance / Safety Committee: Mon. Apr. 20th at 4:00 p.m. 
4. Council Workstudy Session- 2009 Work plan – Mon. Apr. 20th at 5:30 p.m. 
5. Boards & Commission Candidate Review: Mon. Apr. 27th at 4:30 p.m. 
6. Volunteer Appreciation Event: Mon. Apr. 27th at 5:00 p.m. 
7. GH North Traffic Options Committee – Wednesday, May 20th at 9:00 a.m. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: To discuss potential litigation per RCW 42.30.110(1)(i). 
  
 MOTION: Move to go into Executive Session at 7:35 p.m. for approximately fifteen 

minutes 
  Payne / Conan – unanimously approved. 
 
 MOTION: Move to return to regular session at 7:50 p.m. 
  Conan / Payne – unanimously approved. 
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ADJOURN: 
 
 MOTION: Move to adjourn at 7:50 p.m. 
  Conan / Payne – unanimously approved. 
         CD recorder utilized: 
         Tracks 1001 – 1032 
        
               
_________________________ _  ____________________________  
Derek Young, Mayor Pro Tem   Molly Towslee, City Clerk 
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CITY OF GIG HARBOR 
COMMITTEE OUTLINE MINUTES 

 
City of Gig Harbor Operations & Public Projects 

(Council Committee Ekberg, Franich, and Payne) 
 

Date:   Thursday, March 19, 2009        Time:  3:30 p.m.        Location: Public Works Conf Rm          Scribe:_Maureen Whitaker    
 
Commission Members and Staff Present: Councilmembers Steve Ekberg, Jim Franich and Tim Payne; Rob Karlinsey, City 
Administrator; David Stubchaer, PW Director; Steve Misiurak, City Engineer; Jeff Langhelm, Sr. Engineer; Jennifer Kester, Sr. 
Planner; and Maureen Whitaker, staff. 
 
Others Present:  David Fisher, GHHWA; Carola Stark, GHHWA Executive Director; John McMillan, GHHWA; Warren Belfany, 
GHHWA; John Chadwell, OPG; 
 
 

Topic / Agenda Item Main Points Discussed Recommendation/Action 
Follow-up (if needed) 

 
1. Jerisich Park Improvements— 

Carola Stark & David Fisher 
 

 
Mr. Fisher presented a preliminary design of the 
improvements to Jerisich Park.  He explained that the 
goal of the improvements were to remove the clutter by 
relocating the news boxes and dumpster/enclosure and 
relocating the Fishermen’s Memorial slightly.  The major 
cost would be moving the Fishermen’s Memorial slightly 
forward, if it can be moved, and enclosing it within a 
circular fountain with benches around it.  It is understood 
that the artist would be contacted first, as the piece would 
need to be cut and reinstalled which changes the overall 
design slightly.  The existing planter would remain in the 
same location to minimize relocating the existing utilities.  
The overall look of the improvements would create an 
open plaza with pavers or as a fundraising effort could 
include bricks.  Also proposed was an arched 
sandblasted sign over the entrance to Jerisich Dock, 
consistent with existing City signage. 
 
Ms. Stark stated that the preliminary design would be 

 
The councilmembers and Public 
Works Director David Stubchaer 
suggested the following 
considerations: 
 
1) Will the arched sign over the 

dock be double-sided? 
2) Relocation of mail box is not 

shown on the preliminary 
design. 

3) Concern that the fountain 
could take up valuable space.  
Some thought that it would 
create a pleasing open plaza 
appearance. 

4) Can impervious pavers be 
used in plaza area? Typically 
the grassy area is very wet 
and slippery during rain 

C
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          Topic / Agenda Item                                      Main Points Discussed                                   Recommendation/Action 
      Follow-up (if needed) 

2 | P a g e  
 

presented to the DRB and Parks Commission for their 
review and input.  Ms. Stark also suggested that her 
organization would also work on getting other private 
organizations involved in funding and assisting in building 
parts of this project. 
 
There was discussion about moving however keeping the 
anchor monument and plaque at the site.          

events. 
5) Would the electrical panel be 

moved?  Summer events use 
this power source frequently. 
GHHWA should contact City 
field superintendent Greg 
Foote to discuss. 

6) Light for flag pole – need to 
consider alternative. 

7) Driveway at bus stop for 
dumpster is not ADA 
compliant – needs to be made 
ADA compliant. 

8) Need new driveway for 
dumpster. 

9) Lift station and manhole were 
discussed – too costly to 
move.  

10) New code for fire line – 
Public Works (PW) needs to 
make some modifications – 
need to coordinate this work. 

11) New pump-around location 
is in the same place as the 
proposed dumpster.  Project 
should be closely coordinated 
with PW.  

 
2. Sewer Capacity  

 
 

 
Rob Karlinsey opened the discussion with the question 
brought up by Councilmember Young: “Is there anything 
that the City can do to free up sewer capacity now?”   
 
The following options were discussed: 

1. Recent WWTP Improvements (2 New Blowers 
installed and Onshore/Outfall Improvements) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The following responses were voiced by 
Council Committee and staff: 
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          Topic / Agenda Item                                      Main Points Discussed                                   Recommendation/Action 
      Follow-up (if needed) 
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A. Must be issued in an orderly process.  

2. Land Use Applications in Pipeline – 275 ERUs 
have been reserved (projects not yet approved but 
sewer capacity is reserved). 
A.  Include expiration dates on sewer 

reservations (example Snohomish Co.)   
i. Allow permit extensions in exchange for 

giving up reserved CRCs until WWTP 
is complete. 

B. Allow for selling and/or transferring of CRCs? 
3. Approved Land Use Permits that already have 

expiration dates – 2,178 ERUs reserved by 
approved land use permits. 
A. Allow permit extensions in exchange for 

temporarily giving up CRCs until WWTP 
comes on line.  This would require an 
agreement to be consistent with GMA. 

B. Allow permit extensions in exchange for 
paying connection fees now. (Currently 
connection fees are charged at the time of 
construction) 

C. Allow for selling or transferring of CRCs? 
 
Jennifer Kester discussed a proposed Standard 
Operating Procedure for the issuance of Sewer CRCs 
prior to the completion of the WWTP upgrades (see 
enclosed memorandum).  Ms. Kester’s memo intends to 
map out a proposed process for issuing CRCs to projects 
thereby allocating the additional sewer ERUs.  She stated 
that once the process is agreed upon, it can be codified 
and CRC issuance can occur.  

 
1A.  Orderly process is essential. 
 
 
 

 
2. i. Depending on freed-up 

capacity and completion of 
WWTP, may not be worth 
pursuing. 

2.B.Does this option create 
hording and black market 
selling?  

 
3.A. Have a short sunset clause 

for sewer only. 
 
Councilmember Franich 
expressed concern about current 
limited staff time.  He asked if 
there were any pressing reasons 
why we this needed to be done.  
Jeff Langhelm responded that he 
continues to receive calls from 
people wanting to build single-
family residences but are unable 
due to sewer capacity.   
Councilmember Ekberg was in 
favor of having a process for the 
small projects and single-family 
residences to get sewer.   

 
3. Sewer Exception Code 

Revision Ordinance 

 
Jeff Langhelm passed out a draft ordinance that 
introduced the new 200-ft. rule that was inadvertently left 

 
Councilmember Franich 
expressed concern for property 

C
onsent A

genda 2a



 
           
          Topic / Agenda Item                                      Main Points Discussed                                   Recommendation/Action 
      Follow-up (if needed) 

4 | P a g e  
 

 out of Ordinance 911, adopted by Council in 2002.  This 
would address the on-site sewer needs of new buildings 
and structures to be constructed on individual lots created 
prior to GMA if either of the factual situations exist: 
 
The subject lot is not abutting on any roadway where an 
existing public sewer is located in the roadway 
                                    OR 
The subject lot is not within 200 linear feet as measured 
from the nearest property line along the path of sewer 
main construction to an existing public sanitary sewer 
                                    AND 
The subject lot is in its current configuration was created 
prior to July 1, 1990, 
                                   AND 
The septic system to be constructed will serve no more 
than one single-family dwelling unit or no more than one 
building or no more than one structure on the lot meeting 
the criteria outlined in the ordinance 
                                   AND 
The property owner shall record a notice against the lot, 
providing notice to all subsequent purchasers that the 
City’s approval of a septic system under these 
procedures will not affect the City’s ability to enforce any 
of the requirements of the ordinance, (including the 
requirement to connect to the public sewer in the future) 
against the lot at any time in the future, as long as the 
conditions do not change.  

owners with small land-locked 
lots.  The Council Committee 
agreed that this should be 
brought forward to full City 
Council for consideration.  Mr. 
Langhelm agreed to present two 
options/versions for full City 
Council consideration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
4. Radar Speed Signs 

 
Councilmember Franich explained that he asked that this 
item be placed on the agenda for discussion.  He 
believed that the radar speed sign on Burnham / 

 
Councilmember Franich asked 
how long can speed data be 
collected. 
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CITY OF GIG HARBOR 
COMMITTEE OUTLINE MINUTES 

 
Parks Commission 

 
 

Date: March 4, 2009_________        Time:  5:30 p.m.        Location: Community Rooms A&B          Scribe:_Terri Reed 
 
Commission Members and Staff Present: Commissioners: Michael Perrow, Jacquie Goodwill, Peter Hampl and Emily Cross; Staff 
Members: David Stubchaer, Kristin Moerler and Terri Reed. 
 
Others Present: _____________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Page 1 
 

Topic / Agenda Item Main Points Discussed Recommendation/Action 
Follow-up (if needed) 

Approval of Minutes Approval of January 7, 2009 Minutes 
Approval of February 4, 2009 Minutes 

Motion:  Move to approve January 7, 2009 and 
February 4, 2009 minutes as presented. 
 
Hampl / Cross – unanimously approved. 

OLD BUSINESS:   
PROS Plan Update City Planner, Kristin Moerler, distributed a draft 

outreach plan, timeline and survey for the PROS Plan 
update.  
 
The proposed method of distribution for the survey 
was discussed.  Member Goodwill expressed her 
concerns with getting a random population sample 
and public input using Survey Monkey. 
 
Public Works Director Stubchaer asked the 
Commission for direction on the survey. 
 
Suggestions were made for the stakeholder group 
list. 

Motion:  Move that if we are going to do a 
survey, that we do a survey that provides us 
with a random sampling that gives the 
opportunity for valid survey results. 
 
Goodwill / Cross – Unanimously approved. 
 
Commission members will forward any 
comments on the survey questions to Kristin 
Moerler or Terri Reed. 

Adopt-A-Planter Program A list of the City-maintained planters and photos were 
distributed by staff.  The program was briefly 
discussed and the constraints. 
 
Terri Reed gave staff input that the program would be 
best run if completely managed by an outside group. 

Member Goodwill will contact the GHHWA 
about the possibility of taking on and managing 
this project from April through September each 
year. 
 
Staff will check on budget for planter materials. 
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Parks Commission Minutes Page 2 March 4, 2009 

Parks Appreciation Day (PAD) 2009 Commission Chair Perrow gave an update on the 
planning for PAD.  Posters and postcards will be 
available soon. 
 
 

Parks Commission members made their park 
selections: 

• Austin Estuary/Donkey Creek Park – 
Perrow/Tarabochia 

• BMX/Volleyball/Crescent Creek Park - 
Goodwill 

• Adam Tallman Trail – Cross 
• Wilkinson Farm Park – Borgen 

NEW BUSINESS:   
Park Security Commission Chair Perrow would like to have some 

security issues in City parks addressed. 
Staff will invite the Police Department to attend 
the April meeting to offer input and discuss 
options. 
 
Commission members will bring a list of the 
concerns they would like to discuss. 

PARK UPDATES:   
 Commission Chair Perrow mentioned some concerns 

expressed by PenMet Parks about the Sand 
Volleyball Courts. 

Staff and Commission Chair Perrow will make 
a site visit to review and assess the conditions 
of the park. 

 The Parks Commission thanked Peter Hampl for his 
service to the City and contribution to City parks. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: Gary Williamson was present and distributed the 
Friends of Wilkinson Farm (FWF) suggested ideas for 
getting the inventory of the barn completed. 

Motion:  Move to endorse the plan 
recommendations for initial steps to inventory 
and salvage Wilkinson barn artifacts of 
historical significance. 
 
Goodwill /  
 
Motion amended:  ask that this furthermore be 
a collaborative effort between the City of Gig 
Harbor, the Harbor History Museum and the 
FWF. 
 
Goodwill / Hampl – unanimously approved. 

NEXT PARKS MEETING:  April 1, 2009 @ 5:30 p.m. 
ADJOURN  Motion to adjourn at 7:04 p.m. 

 
Hampl / Cross 
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ADMINISTRATION 
 
 

Meeting Minutes 
Intergovernmental Affairs Committee 

February 9, 2009 
 

 
 
 
In attendance: 

Councilmember Conan 
Councilmember Payne 
Councilmember Young 
City Administrator Karlinsey 
Peter Katich, Senior Planner 
Dale Learn, GTH – GA, via teleconference 
Briahna Taylor, GTH – GA, via teleconference 

 
The meeting convened at 4:30 p.m. 
 
The main purpose of this meeting was to review the Schedule and Talking Points for 
Paul Conan’s and Tim Payne’s trip to Washington DC on February 10, 2009.  After 
clarification of the HUD/EDI request and re-authorization approach Dale Learn 
dropped from the meeting. 
 
Briahna Taylor reviewed amendment draft language of the pending Shoreline 
Moratoria Bill; essentially describing renewal limitations.  Peter Katich advised that 
the City’s Shoreline Master Program initially mandated to be updated by December 
2011, has been granted a one-year extension to December 2012.   
 
Taylor gave status reports on WWRP requests; WWTP and Eddon Boat, as well as 
updates on AWC’s position on other pertinent legislation. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m. 
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PROCLAMATION OF THE MAYOR 

OF THE CITY OF GIG HARBOR 
 

To establish the 4th week in April of each year as “Earth Week” in Gig 
harbor in celebration of the gifts humanity receives from a healthy urban 
forest. 
 

 WHEREAS, trees provide oxygen necessary for life on earth, and 
 
 WHEREAS, one acre of forest absorbs six tons of carbon dioxide and produces 
four tons of oxygen per year, enough for 18 people, and 
 
 WHEREAS, trees absorb and store carbon dioxide which helps control global 
warming, and 
 
 WHEREAS, trees and their roots help prevent erosion, landslides and absorb 
storm water runoff, and 
 
 WHEREAS, trees replenish our topsoil with nutrients necessary for native plants 
to flourish, and 
 

WHEREAS, trees provide habitat for wildlife and filter groundwater to keep our 
streams clean, and 
 

WHEREAS, our urban forest is the very signature of our livable community, and 
 
WHEREAS, an Arbor Day celebration will encourage the planting of trees, and 
 
WHEREAS, the forests provide the lungs of the planet, sanctuary for the soul 

and an economic engine, 
 

 NOW THEREFORE, I, Charles Hunter, Mayor of Gig Harbor, declare the week of 
April 19th through 25th  as 
 

EARTH WEEK 
 
In honor of the establishment of the Gig Harbor/Key Peninsula Arbor Day Foundation 
and designating Saturday, April 25, 2005 as Gig Harbor’s Annual Arbor Day celebration. 
 

 
 

 
             
    Mayor Charles Hunter, City of Gig Harbor    Date 
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ORDINANCE NO. _______ 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF GIG HARBOR, 
WASHINGTON; RELATING TO DRUG ENFORCEMENT 
PROCEEDS; ADDING A NEW CHAPTER 3.31 TO THE GIG 
HARBOR MUNICIPAL CODE IN ORDER TO CREATE A 
SEPARATE DRUG ENFORCEMENT FUND FOR THE 
PROCEEDS OF FEDERALLY FORFEITED PROPERTY; 
AMENDING SECTION 3.30.010 OF THE GIG HARBOR 
MUNICIPAL CODE.; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY AND 
ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE 

 
 
 WHEREAS, 21 U.S.C. § 881(e)(3) authorizes the United States Attorney General 
to share the proceeds of federally forfeited property with participating state and local law 
enforcement agencies; and 
 
 WHEREAS, state and local law enforcement agencies may equitably share in the 
proceeds of federally forfeited property when participating and cooperating in federal 
investigations to enforce federal criminal laws or when requesting a federal agency to 
adopt seized property and proceed with a federal forfeiture; and 
 
 WHEREAS, participating state and local law enforcement agencies must 
implement standard accounting procedures and internal controls to track equitably 
shared moneys and tangible property according to Appendix C of the Guide to Equitable 
Sharing of Federally Forfeited Property for State and Local Law Enforcement Agencies 
published by the United States Department of Justice (the “Guide”); 
 
 WHEREAS, Appendix C of the Guide requires the establishment of a separate 
revenue account for the proceeds of federally forfeited property, which must receive any 
interest income generated by the fund; Now, therefore, 
 
 THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GIG HARBOR, WASHINGTON, 
ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 
 

Section 1.  A new chapter 3.31 is hereby added to of the Gig Harbor Municipal 
Code to read as follows: 

 
3.31.010 Fund Created. 
 
There is created and established a special fund to be known as the 
“federal drug investigation fund” into which all moneys and proceeds from 
the sale of federally forfeited property seized during joint investigations 
with federal agencies or from federal forfeiture proceedings shall be 
deposited.   
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3.31.020 Purposes - Expenditures. 
 
This fund has been established for the purpose of separately accounting 
for proceeds from federally forfeited property in accordance with the Guide 
to Equitable Sharing of Federally Forfeited Property for State and Local 
Law Enforcement Agencies, published by the United States Department of 
Justice.  Moneys in this fund shall be expended only for permissible 
purposes identified in said Guide, as now existing or as later may be 
amended. 
 
3.31.030 Unexpended funds. 
 
Any unexpended funds remaining in the federal drug investigation fund at 
the end of any budget year shall not be transferred to the general fund or 
otherwise lapse.  Such unexpended funds shall be carried forward from 
year to year until expended for the purposes set forth in GHMC 3.31.020. 
 
Section 2.  Section 3.30.010 of the Gig Harbor Municipal Code is hereby 
amended to read as follows: 
 
3.30.010 Fund Created. 
 
There is created and established a special fund to be known as the “drug 
enforcement fund” into which all moneys and proceeds from the sale of 
property seized during drug investigations and forfeited pursuant to RCW 
69.50.505 and all other applicable state and federal laws shall be 
deposited after amounts are dedicated in accordance with state and 
federal laws. 

 
Section 3.  Severability.  If any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this 

ordinance should be held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent 
jurisdiction, such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or 
constitutionality of any other section, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance. 
 

Section 4.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall take effect and be in full force 
five (5) days after passage and publication of an approved summary consisting of the 
title. 
 

PASSED by the City Council and approved by the Mayor of the City of Gig 
Harbor this   day of    , 2009. 
 

     CITY OF GIG HARBOR 
 
 
             
      Charles L. Hunter, Mayor 
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ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED: 
 
 
      
Molly Towslee, City Clerk 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY 
 
 
      
Angela S. Belbeck 
 
FILED WITH THE CITY CLERK:  03/18/09 
PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL:  04/13/09 
PUBLISHED:  4/22/09 
EFFECTIVE DATE: 4/27/09 
ORDINANCE NO:  
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