
 

 

 
Gig Harbor 

City Council Meeting 
 
 

May 26, 2009 
(on Tuesday due to Memorial Day Holiday) 

6:00 p.m. 



AGENDA FOR 
GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

Tuesday, May 26, 2009 – 6:00 p.m. 
(due to Memorial Day Holiday) 

 
CALL TO ORDER:   
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Approval of the Minutes: a) City Council Meeting May 11, 2009; b) Special City 
Council Meeting May 18, 2009. 

2. Receive and File: a) Parks Commission Minutes April 1, 2009; b) Operations & 
Public Project Committee Minutes April 16, 2009. 

3. Liquor License Renewals: Target; Puerto Vallarta Restaurant; Round Table 
Pizza; and Julep Nail Parlor. 

4. Resolution – Surplus Furniture at Skansie Brothers Park House. 
5. Resolution – Processing Eleven and Rejecting One 2009 Comprehensive Plan 

Amendment Application. 
6. 2009 Traffic Model Update – AM Model – Consultant Services Contract 

Amendment No. 1 / PTV America, Inc.  
7. 2009 Traffic Model Update – AM Peak Hour Data Collection – Consultant 

Services Contract / All Traffic Data, Inc.  
8. Boys and Girls Club – Sanitary Sewer and Stormwater Facilities Easement and 

Maintenance Agreements.  
9. Pierce County Historic Property Survey Grant Agreement. 
10. Probation Services Contract.  
11. Comprehensive Plan Amendment, Transportation Improvement Plan(s), Traffic 

Impact Fees – Consultant Services Contract Amendment #2 / HDR Engineering, 
Inc. 

12. WSDOT/City Interlocal Agreement for Construction Administration Services for 
BB16 Mitigation Improvements Project.  

13. Approval of Payment of Bills for May 26, 2009: Checks #60983 through #61090 
in the amount of $1,201,984.82. 

 
OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Second Reading of Ordinance – Establishing a Process for the Allocation of 
Limited Sewer Capacity.   

2. Second Reading of Ordinance – PCD/BP/ED Zoning Changes. 
3. Second Reading of Ordinance – Sewer Exception Code Revision.  
4. Second Reading of Ordinance – Nuisance. 
5. Second Reading of Ordinance – Amending City Council Meeting Time. 

 
NEW BUSINESS:    

1. Public Hearing and First Reading of Ordinance – Sehmel Drive Area-Wide 
Rezone. 

2. First Reading of Ordinance – Special Events Permits. 
 



STAFF REPORT:  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT / COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 

1. Planning/Building Committee – Mon. Jun 1st at 5:15 p.m. 
2. City Council / Parks Commission Joint Meeting – Mon. Jun. 1st at 6:00 p.m. 
3. Intergovernmental Affairs Committee – Mon. Jun 8th at 4:30 p.m. 
4. Finance/Safety Committee – Mon. Jun 15th at 4:00 p.m. 
5. City Council Worksession – Budget Update – Mon. Jun 15th at 5:30 p.m. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: To discuss pending litigation per RCW 42.10.110 (1)(i). 
 
ADJOURN: 
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 GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF MAY 11, 2009 
 
PRESENT:  Councilmembers Ekberg, Young, Franich, Conan, Malich, Payne, 
Kadzik and Mayor Hunter.  
 
CALL TO ORDER:  5:31 p.m. (early starting time due to accommodate an Executive 
Session) 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: To discuss potential litigation per RCW 42.10.110 (1)(i). 
 
 MOTION: Move to adjourn to Executive Session at 5:39 p.m. for approximately 

20 minutes for the purpose of discussing potential litigation per RCW 
42.10.110(1)(i). 

  Ekberg / Kadzik – unanimously approved. 
 
 MOTION: Move to return to regular session at 5:59 p.m. 
  Kadzik / Malich – unanimously approved 
 
 MOTION: Move to back into to Executive Session at 5:59 p.m. for an additional 

fifteen minutes for the purpose of discussing potential litigation per 
RCW 42.10.110(1)(i). 

  Kadzik / Malich – unanimously approved. 
 
 MOTION: Move to return to regular session at 6:14 p.m. 
  Conan / Malich unanimously approved 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Approval of the Minutes of City Council Meeting of Apr. 27, 2009. 
2. Receive and File: a) Minutes of Council Worksession Apr. 20, 2009; b) Minutes 

of Council Worksession Apr. 27, 2009; c) Recovery Act JAG Award; d) Finance 
Committee Minutes Apr. 20, 2009. 

3. Kinship Caregiver Day Proclamation. 
4. Liquor License: Application – Seven Seas Brewing.  
5. Summer Sounds Contracts. 
6. Administrative Services Agreement with Flex Plan Services, Inc. 
7. Eddon Boat Remediation Project – Consultant Services Contract for a portion of 

the Institutional Control Plan Implementation / Anchor Environmental.  
8. Approval of Payment of Bills for May 11, 2009: Checks #60868 through #60982 

in the amount of $513,686.82. 
9. Approval of Payroll for the Month of April: Checks $5418 through #5438 and 

direct deposit transactions in the total amount of $356,618.15. 
 
 MOTION: Move to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. 
  Ekberg / Malich – unanimously approved. 

Consent Agenda - 1a
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OLD BUSINESS: 

1. First Reading of Ordinance – Establishing a Process for the Allocation of Limited 
Sewer Capacity. City Administrator Rob Karlinsey presented the background for this 
ordinance that addressed the orderly processing to allocate sewer capacity. He 
described the changes incorporated as a result of Council comments at the last 
meeting. 
 
Barry Margolese – 108 So. Jackson #300, Seattle, WA 98104.  Mr. Margolese proposed 
an amendment to the ordinance to read: “Notwithstanding the above priority, the 
Director shall have the authority to issue up to 5 CRCs for those projects that have a 
majority of CRC requirements already granted and available, and will be ready to 
proceed with construction within 6 months of the grant of the additional CRCs.”  He 
explained the reason for the proposed amendment is his approved plat on Stanich 
Avenue. For a more efficient project that meets the minimum four units per acre, they 
have an intake appointment with staff to submit a revised application for eleven lots. 
They are ready to proceed, but they need one additional CRC. He asked Council to help 
find a way for them to move forward. 
 
Staff was asked for the number of projects ready to proceed and if there are enough 
ERUs available. Senior Planner Jennifer Kester responded that at most, half of the 
available ERUs will be used by projects in the system. Mr. Margolese’s project most 
likely would receive ERUs with the current draft ordinance. 
 
Kit Kuhn – 3014 Shyleen Street.  Mr. Kuhn said he has a rental house adjacent to this 
property and although he doesn’t endorse the project, he has seen it fall through several 
developers over the past six years. He voiced encouragement for an effort that would 
allow this to move forward if it is a good plan. 
 
Ms. Kester again addressed Council’s questions by saying if this ordinance is adopted 
staff intends on sending a letter to those developers ready to proceed giving them a 
reasonable time to come in and pay the deposit; if they choose not to proceed they 
would move to the bottom of the list. She clarified that applying for additional ERUs 
would not jeopardize current sewer capacity reservations. 
 
This will return for a second reading at the next meeting. 

 
NEW BUSINESS:    

1. Public Hearing and First Reading of Ordinance – PCD/BP/ED Zoning Changes. 
Planning Director Tom Dolan presented the background for this ordinance amending 
the zoning regulations for the Employment District and the Planned Community 
Development Business Park to ensure that the intent and uses are consistent with each 
other.  
 
Mayor Hunter opened the public hearing at 6:39 p.m. 
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Wade Perrow – 9119 No. Harborview Drive.  Mr. Perrow thanked the Planning 
Commission for this long and challenging process to conform the uses in the 
Employment District Zone to what was allowed when his property was located in the 
county.  He said that with Ms. Kester’s help, a matrix was developed for the Planning 
Commission to review. He said he appreciated the Planning Commission’s decision o 
moved several uses currently not allowed to the Conditional Use Permit process. He 
asked Council to approve this ordinance. 
 
John Chadwell -  Olympic Property Group, 4423 Pt. Fosdick Drive Ste. 302.  Mr. 
Chadwell also thanked staff and the Planning Commission for the time that went into 
this ordinance. He said that OPG supports these proposed changes that will provide a 
variety of opportunities for the business park area to be an active, positive place to be 
during all times of the day. This will promote healthier traffic movement and will prevent 
crime. He asked for Council’s support at the next reading. 
 
There were no further comments and the Mayor closed the public hearing at 6:43 p.m. 
 

2. Public Hearing – Comprehensive Plan Docket.  Jennifer Kester presented this 
public hearing on twelve Comprehensive Plan Amendments; nine sponsored by the City 
and three from private party applications. She asked that Council consider all 
amendments and to decide which applications should be forwarded to the Planning 
Commission and which will not be processed this cycle.  After describing the 
amendments, she said that staff is recommending that all but one of the amendments 
be forwarded for review; COMP 09-0006 is an Area-Wide Land Use Map Amendment 
for three locations, and because of the number of amendments and staff work load, staff 
recommends that this be postponed. 

 
Mayor Hunter opened the public hearing at 6:39 p.m. and invited the public to come up 
to speak on the amendments. 
 
1. COMP-09-0001: Water System Service Area Amendment, The proposed 
Comprehensive Plan amendment, requested by North Pacific Design, Inc., would add 
one parcel along Wollochet Drive to City’s Water Service Area. 

 
Mike Demarto –North Pacific Design, 2727 Hollycroft.  Mr. Demarto, representing the 
property owners for the subject parcel for this proposed amendment, explained that they 
are unable to move forward with development on this commercial site as Stroh’s Water 
Company cannot service the area. He said that several restaurants and a hotel have 
shown interest in the site, and asked council to consider adding this to the city’s water 
service area. 
 
Paul Cyr – Barghausen Consulting Engineers.  Mr. Cyr, representing the Stroh Family, 
said that they are requesting that the City Council include their proposal in the water 
service area amendment. He gave a brief overview of the proposed expansion of the 
Stroh’s Business, explaining that they met with City Engineers in October to discuss 
utility service. Unfortunately, they were not made aware of the formal Comp Plan 
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Amendment process and missed the deadline. He asked that the request be included in 
this review cycle. 
 
Staff was asked if there would be an exchange of water rights if the city took on this 
responsibility. Senior Engineer Jeff Langhelm responded that it is possible to transfer 
water rights through a long process but both purveyors would have to agree. He said 
that he isn’t sure that the Strohs would be willing to do so.  
 
Mr. Langhelm further explained that when Mr. Cyr first approached the city in October, 
staff was unaware that a comp plan amendment was required to amend the water 
service area. In December Mr. Cyr was asked whether or not they wished to proceed, 
but the city didn’t receive a response until May.  Staff became aware of the requirement 
for a comp plan amendment in January with the deadline to submit a proposal at the 
end of February.  
 
Ms. Kester explained that the code doesn’t allow a new application at this point. She 
suggested that the Stroh’s proposal could be added to the city sponsored amendment 
to the Water System Plan COMP 09-0009, which would require a change to the policy 
allowing expansion of the city’s water system. She described the review process which 
could take up to a year and a half. 
 
2. COMP-09-0002: Parks, Recreation and Open Space Element, the proposed 
Comprehensive Plan text amendment requested by the Planning Department, would 
remove the PROS Plan from the existing Comprehensive Plan. The current plan expires 
in May of 2009 and the updated plan is not expected until next year. Retaining an out of 
date PROS plan in the Comprehensive plan will create inconsistencies in the Capital 
Facilities Plan. The Growth Management Act does not require this element as it is an 
unfunded mandate. 
 No comments on this amendment. 

 
3. COMP-09-0003: Transportation Element, the proposed Comprehensive Plan 
text amendment, requested by the Public Works Department, would create a general 
transportation improvement plan that will be the basis for the 6-year transportation 
improvement plan that is required to be updated every year separate from the 
Comprehensive Plan. Other minor amendments are included in this application. 

 
 No comments on this amendment. 

 
4. COMP-09-0004: Sunrise Enterprises Land Use Map Amendment, the 
proposed land use map amendment, requested by Carl Halsan on behalf of Walter H. 
Smith, would change the land use designation of approximately 15.53 acres located 
along Burnham Drive NW and 112th Street NW, currently occupied by a contractor’s 
yard, from employment Center (EC) to Commercial Business (C/B). 

 
Dave Morris – 6018 106th Ave NW.  Mr. Morris briefly spoke in favor of this proposal. 
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Carl Halsan – 7218 Northcreek Loop.  Mr. Halsan said that this proposed amendment 
would change the designation of the property to match the plan in place since the 
adoption of the Gig Harbor Community Plan. He described the property as part of a 66 
acre block of property of residential on top, a gravel pit in the middle, and offices located 
at the bottom. He said that the city zoning has the property as residential and industrial. 
Now that the property is annexed they are requesting to fix this so that the lower 15 
acres are designated commercial. 
 
Staff was asked if this higher use would trigger a SEPA requirement. Ms. Kester 
responded that code requires a capacity evaluation for any action that increases 
intensity. This action would require a traffic model to determine the impact on problem 
intersections; then the SEPA threshold determination would take that information into 
account which would then be addressed through mitigation or something more 
significant. 
 
Ms. Kester further explained that the application suggests a B-2 zoning request but 
without a development agreement the Planning Commission would evaluate the 
property under any of the zoning designations that allow commercial development. 
 
5. COMP-09-0005: Haven of Rest Land Use Map Amendment, the proposed land 
use map amendment, requested by Haven of Rest, would change the land use 
designation of approximately 3.4 acres of property north of Rosedale Street from 
Residential Low (RL) to residential Medium. The applicant has also proposed entering 
into a development agreement with the City to limit the eventual rezoning of this 
property to the R-2 zone if the Comprehensive Plan amendment is approved. 
 
Catherine Jerkovich – 2106 Pacific Avenue Ste. 300, Tacoma.  On behalf of Haven of 
Rest, Ms. Jerkovich asked Council to forward this comp plan amendment to the 
Planning Commission. She said that the change from Residential Low to Residential 
Medium would bring the property in line with the rest of the Haven of Rest Property.  
 
Ms. Kester explained that the surrounding land use designation is Residential Medium. 
The zoning for the property to the east is Residential Low. This request puts the 
property in line with other Haven of Rest property but not necessarily in line with the 
surrounding properties.  
 
George Nelson – Haven of Rest, 8503 Hwy 16 West, Gig Harbor.  Mr. Nelson explained 
that the land to the north was annexed into the city as R-2 and they wish to change the 
other portion of property they own to be the same. 

 
6. COMP-09-0006: RB-1 Area-Wide Land Use Map Amendments, the Planning 
Commission has requested that the Council allow them to review the appropriateness of 
the land use designation at the following three locations with RB-1 zoning: 

 
Area 1: The corner of Rosedale Street and Stinson Avenue. Currently zoned RB-1 
with Residential Low and Residential Medium land use designations. Current uses 
include Dirtworks contractor’s yard and a CenturyTel building. 
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Michael Stebort – 7814 Stinson Avenue.  Mr. Stebort asked for clarification for what the 
Planning Commission is going to do with this lot. He added that living to DirtWorks is 
noisy.  
 
Ms. Kester responded that the Planning Commission is not united in what the zoning 
should be. They have suggested R-1 through RB-2 which likely would require a change 
to a Residential Medium designation.  The commission would like to take public 
comment before making a recommendation to Council. 
 
Ms. Kester further explained that review of these types of land use designations 
typically take the most review time; due to the number of other land use amendments, 
staff is recommending that this not be forwarded to the Planning Commission. In 
addition, area two is primarily developed and area three has land use applications both 
submitted and approved; there is no immediate need for change in these two areas.  
 
Planning Director Tom Dolan added that if Council feels it is important staff will do their 
best to process this amendment. However, because two of the three areas are 
committed and the third has an existing non-conforming use, staff feels that this can 
wait until next year. 
 

Area 2: The corner of 56th Street and 38th Avenue. Currently zoned RB-1 with 
Residential Low land use designation. Current uses include a gas station, preschool 
and medical offices. 
 
No comments on this amendment. 
 
Area 3: The corner of Peacock Hill Avenue and Ringold Street. Currently zoned RB-
1 with Residential Low land use designation. The property is currently vacant; 
however, a preliminary plat has been approved for one of the parcels. 
 

Jim Lynch – 5224 Olympic Drive NW Ste. 101.  On behalf of Grindstone Management 
LLC, Mr. Lynch spoke in opposition to the Planning Commission’s request to review the 
RB-1 zone on this corner. They acquired the property in 2008 and have a site specific 
design that has been submitted to the city; if the review leads to more restrictions on the 
use of the property, Grindstone may have to move their project out of the city, costing 
the city revenue.  He said that the property has fallen into disrepair and handed out 
photos to illustrate. He described the project as consisting of three buildings at or under 
5000 square feet that will house the offices of Grindstone Management; a private 
company whose sole purpose it to manage the assets of one affluent local family. He 
finalized by saying that the property had ERUs allocated that will be transferred to this 
project. 
 
Ms. Kester commented that the larger parcel has an approved preliminary plat which is 
vested. 
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7. COMP-09-0007: Stormwater Comprehensive Plan, a proposed 
Comprehensive Plan text amendment, requested by the Public Works Department, to 
review the city’s new Stormwater Comprehensive Plan for consistency with the 
Comprehensive Plan. 

 
No comments on this amendment. 
 

8. COMP-09-0008: Wastewater Comprehensive Plan, a proposed 
Comprehensive Plan text amendment, requested by the Public Works Department, to 
review the city’s new Wastewater Comprehensive Plan for consistency with the 
Comprehensive Plan. 

 
No comments on this amendment. 
 

9. COMP-09-0009: Water System Plan, a proposed Comprehensive Plan text 
amendment, requested by the Public Works Department, to review the city’s new Water 
System Plan for consistency with the Comprehensive Plan. 

 
No comments on this amendment. 
 

10. COMP-09-0010: Capital Facilities Plan, a proposed Comprehensive Plan text 
amendment, requested by the Public Works Department, for the annual update to 
capital facilities plan and project lists. 

 
No comments on this amendment. 

11. COMP-09-0011: Utilities Element, a proposed Comprehensive Plan text 
amendment, requested by the Public Works Department, to update the Utilities element 
to be consistent with the new Water System Plan. 
 
 No comments on this amendment. 

 
12. COMP-09-0012: 3700 Grandview Street Land Use Map Amendment, a 
proposed land use map amendment, sponsored by the City Council and requested by 
MP8 LLC / PIONEER & STINSON LLC, to change the land use designation for 2 acres 
of property located at 3700 Grandview Street from a Residential Low (RL) designation 
to a Residential Medium (RM) designation, with an accompanying development 
agreement. 
 
Kit Kuhn -3104 Shyleen.  Mr. Kuhn first asked if this was about amending the height. He 
was advised that this isn’t about height, but about larger buildings. Mr. Kuhn continued 
saying that council shouldn’t remove the height restrictions on this property at Pioneer / 
Stinson; this has come up many times and as he stated before, the harbor is terraced 
when looking up from the bottom of the harbor or from the water; if you build tall and 
large scale buildings it won’t match the character of the downtown corridor. He 
continued to say that this is the entrance to Gig Harbor and he doesn’t think you want 
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large and tall buildings here. He asked Councilmember Payne if his business landlord is 
the same person proposing this. 
 
Councilmember Payne responded that yes, and offered Mr. Kuhn the opportunity to 
come and visit his office and discuss how his finances are handled. He said that this is 
not a conflict of interest in any way; his firm deals with the LLC that owns the BDR 
Building.  
 
Mr. Kuhn responded that he has a coalition of citizens who plan to watch the downtown 
corridor and how they want Council to vote. They will pay for advertisement in the 
Gateway letting the citizens know how Council voted, because if you go against what 
the citizens want and allow large buildings you will have to answer to not only yourself 
but to your voters. He asked Council to not remove the height limit. 
 
City Attorney Angela Belbeck clarified that this is a legislative action and so there is no 
conflict of interest on the part of Councilmember Payne. 
 
Bill Fogerty – 3614 Butler Drive.  Mr. Fogerty voiced confusion regarding a notice of 
non-significance.    
 
Tom Dolan explained that the notice is regarding the city’s Determination of Non-
Significance for a separate application to remove the subject property from the height 
restriction area and which is scheduled for a public hearing before the Hearing 
Examiner on June 4th.  He said that the item on tonight’s agenda involves a change to 
the Comprehensive Plan Map amending the property designation from Residential Low 
to Residential Medium.  If this amendment goes through the applicant has indicated a 
desire to rezone the property to RB-2 to allow larger building sizes. The height of the 
buildings will depend upon the Hearing Examiner’s decision on the withdrawal of the 
property from the height restriction area. 
 
Mr. Fogerty said that he is in favor of keeping the Residential Low designation. He 
addressed Councilmember Kadzik as a fellow member of the Historic Waterfront 
Association Committee, recommending that this gateway property be included in the 
Historic Waterfront’s overall plan to maintain a little maritime village. He said that we 
don’t need office buildings here, which is ultimately going to happen if the property is 
designated Residential Medium. Gig Harbor will then become a Kirkland with a cascade 
of buildings coming down the hill. He said it has to be kept at 27 feet, which is already 
tall.  
 
Jack Bujacich – 3607 Ross Avenue.  Mr. Bujacich said if you buy property with one 
zone then ask Council for an upgrade you are increasing the property value; you should 
live by the zoning for which you bought the property. He stressed that allowing 35’ 
buildings will change the landscape. He said it’s an attempt to ruin Gig Harbor and any 
Councilmember that is a part of this shouldn’t be too proud of himself.  He continued to 
say that height restrictions were put in place so everyone could enjoy the views.  You 
have Gig Harbor North and the South of Gig Harbor where building heights won’t affect 
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the view of this great town; if you allow it for one property you will have to allow it for 
others.  He said that Councilmembers are elected by the people to protect the town, not 
to ruin it. 
 
Marty Paul – 3312 Rosedale Street.  Mr. Paul said that their common goal is a better 
future for Gig Harbor and he doesn’t believe what is allowed on one property puts other 
properties at risk of converting. He stated respect for the community efforts by the 
previous speaker as well as his own family over multiple generations. He said that if 
they didn’t have the best interest for the gateway to Gig Harbor in mind, the trees would 
have already been torn down and they would have built five, 5000 square foot buildings 
and in the process they would have saved a half a million dollars. He voiced 
appreciation of the amount of effort on both sides. He said that they are not asking for 
something that will change the entire look of Gig Harbor. 
 
There were no further public comments and the Mayor closed the public meeting at 7:30 
p.m. 
 
 MOTION: Move we forward these proposed Comp Plan Amendments to the 

Planning Commission with the exception of COMP 09-0006 and 09-
0012. 

  Ekberg / Young –  
 
City Attorney Belbeck provided clarification on how Council could proceed to make a 
recommendation without revealing the nature of the privileged information from an 
Executive Session. 
 
Councilmember Franich said that based upon the discussion in Executive Session, 
moving forward with COMP 09-0001 could put the city at financial risk. He offered an 
amendment to the motion. 
 
AMENDMENT: Move to add COMP 09-0001 to the exclusion list of Comprehensive 

Plan Amendments to be forwarded to the Planning Commission in 
light of the potential financial risk to the city. 

  Franich / Malich –  
 
Councilmember Conan said that the discussion in Executive Session also included 
ways to minimize risk. He said that this would allow an opportunity for review, and by 
the time it comes back with a recommendation from the Planning Commission, Council 
will have the information to make an informed decision. He spoke against excluding this 
amendment. 
 
Angela Belbeck assured Council that forwarding the amendment for further review in no 
way implies a guarantee of approval. Councilmember Franich withdrew his amendment 
to the main motion. 
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Councilmember Young said that before he would agree to accept this into the city’s 
water service area he would expect reciprocal water rights. 
 
Ms. Kester responded to a request from Councilmember Kadzik on how to include the 
request from Mr. Cyr. She suggested that Council direct staff to incorporate the request 
for a service change into COMP 09-0009, the city’s own water system update which 
doesn’t commit to a decision but only to the public hearing process. 
 
AMENDMENT: Move to amend COMP 09-0009 to include the Stroh Water Service 

request. 
  Kadzik / Conan -  

   
Staff was asked to clarify how this affects the review process that has already taken 
place on the city’s amendment.  Jeff Langhelm explained that if this is added, the city’s 
comp plan amendment would have to go back for review by Pierce County and the 
Department of Health.  If either of the comp plan amendments that propose changes to 
the city’s water service area is approved, there will be subsequent review processes to 
finalize the plan.  

RESTATED  
AMENDMENT: Move to amend COMP 09-0009 to include the Stroh Water Service 

request. 
  Kadzik / Conan - six voted in favor. Councilmember Franich voted no.  

 
Councilmember Franich voiced concern with the request to change the designation of 
the property owned by Haven of Rest. He said this area is traditionally residential and 
an upzone doesn’t do justice to the surrounding properties. 
 
AMENDMENT: Move to amend the motion to add COMP 09-0005 to the exclusion list 

of Comprehensive Plan Amendments to be forwarded to the Planning 
Commission. 

  Franich / Payne -  
 
Councilmember Young said that this amendment should be forwarded to the Planning 
Commission to allow the public process. 
 
Councilmember Kadzik agreed, saying that he isn’t particularly in favor of the change 
but he is uncomfortable stopping proposals at this level. He said that he would like to 
hear the public’s comments. 
 
Councilmember Malich agreed with Councilmember Franich’s comments. He said it 
doesn’t serve the city any useful purpose to forward this to the Planning Commission. 
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RESTATED  
AMENDMENT: Move to amend the motion to add COMP 09-0005 to the exclusion 

list of Comprehensive Plan Amendments to be forwarded to the 
Planning Commission. 

  Franich / Payne – Councilmember Franich and Malich voted yes.  
Councilmembers Ekberg, Young, Conan, Payne and Kadzik voted no.  

 
The City Clerk was asked to restate the main motion as amended. 
 
MAIN MOTION  
AS AMENDED:  Move we forward these proposed Comp Plan Amendments to the 

Planning Commission with the exception of COMP 09-0006 and 09-
0012 and amend COMP 09-0009 to include the Stroh Water 
Service request. 

  Ekberg / Young –  
 
Councilmember Payne said that for the same reasons as stated by Councilmember 
Kadzik, we should allow COMP 09-0012 to go through the public process. He said that 
the whole intent was to allow the Planning Commission to have their process. 
 
AMENDMENT: Move to include COMP 09-0012 in the list of Comp Plan 

Amendments to be forwarded to the Planning Commission. 
   Payne / Conan -   
 
Councilmember Ekberg explained that the reason he asked for this to be excluded is 
because it has gone through the process and the citizens spoke clearly to the project.  
He added that the project doesn’t meet the selection criteria. 
 
Councilmember Conan responded that the Development Agreement changed 
significantly from when it went through the Planning Commission review and he would 
like to see it continue through the process. 
 
Councilmember Franich said that the idea of the project has changed slightly but the 
bottom line result is the same; the project has gone through the process and the public 
has spoken; the public didn’t want it and the Planning Commission didn’t want it. 
 
Councilmember Young said that if the proposal comes back the same as what was 
presented to Council at the end of the year he will vote against it. However, because we 
ran out of time and several had asked that this be returned to the Planning Commission 
he believes that it makes sense to do so.  He pointed out that forwarding this 
amendment to the Planning Commission isn’t an approval of anything. He then 
encouraged public input to raise concerns. He said that there is a big difference in this 
proposal and what is allowed now, and there may be something in-between that would 
be appropriate. 
 
Mayor Hunter commented that the public has taken a beating on this issue; they spoke 
against it and it has come back again which he doesn’t think is fair. 
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Councilmember Kadzik said yes, we had lots of testimony which he appreciates, but 
said he believes this deserves another hearing by the Planning Commission.  
 
RESTATED  
AMENDMENT: Move to include COMP 09-0012 in the list of Comp Plan 

Amendments to be forwarded to the Planning Commission. 
   Payne / Conan - a roll call vote was taken: 
 
Ekberg – no; Young – yes; Franich – no; Conan – yes; Malich – no; Payne – yes; 
Kadzik – yes.   
 
The motion to forward COMP 09-0012 to the Planning Commission passed. 
 
City Administrator Rob Karlinsey addressed the inclusion of the Cyr request, saying 
staff raised an issue that they would like Council to understand. 
 
Ms. Kester explained that North Pacific Design paid a significant amount of money for 
their water service boundary reviewed for the Comp Plan Amendment 09-0001. If 
Council decides to sponsor the Cyr request, there would be no fee involved.  
 
Ms. Belbeck explained that because it’s not their application we cannot make them pay; 
however, it can be made a condition of the city’s amendment. 
 
Councilmember Franich pointed out that this same issue came up when the city was 
deciding to sponsor the Grandview Street Comp Plan Amendment. He asked if the 
developer could be asked to pay the cost of the amendment, and Legal Counsel said 
that language could not be added to have the developer to pay for review. 
 
AMENDMENT: Move to amend the main motion to add as a condition of adding the 

Stroh request to 09-0009 that the proponent will pay for the review 
fees. 

  Young / Ekberg -  
 
Tom Dolan commented that it is a matter of fairness.  Ms. Kester added that the matter 
of cost did come up regarding the Grandview Street Comp Plan and Council could have 
placed a condition to ask the property owners to pay, but Council chose not to. 
 
Councilmember Franich disagreed, saying the he was told that this condition couldn’t be 
made part of the agreement.  
 
Councilmember Ekberg asked if most of the amendments could be forwarded to the 
Planning Commission and COMP 09-0009 be brought back at the next meeting when 
all the issues are addressed. 
 

Consent Agenda - 1a



Page 13 of 17 

Ms. Kester said that it will affect the time frame and staff’s ability to review for SEPA, 
which has to be done accumulatively. She said she is comfortable with the amended 
motion; they will figure out the process and report back to Council if an additional 
decision must be made. She said that they will make sure that this is presented to 
Pierce County and the Department of Health as an option to the city’s water plan so that 
it could move forward if the Stroh’s proposal is denied. 
 
Councilmember Franich stressed that making decisions at the eleventh hour doesn’t 
seem like we are covering all the bases.  
 
Tom Dolan pointed out that these aren’t final decisions, just direction to have the 
Planning Commission review and report back with a recommendation. Ms. Kester 
clarified that the Comp Plan Amendments can be modified during the process. 
 
Councilmember Franich said he was sorry that Mr. Cyr couldn’t meet the timeline, but it 
seems like we are making a special exemption for one person that isn’t well thought out 
and will take staff time.   
 
Jeff Langhelm reiterated that in October and at the time of discussions with Mr. Cyr the 
city didn’t require a water service area revision to go through a comprehensive plan 
process. In January staff found out that this wasn’t the case.  Mr. Cyr was sent a letter 
in December asking for more information if he wished to proceed; this didn’t come until 
May 4th.  He clarified that there was no deadline requirement on the request letter. 
 
Councilmember Young pointed out that Mr. Cyr was depending upon staff’s advice.  
 
RESTATED 
AMENDMENT: Move to amend the main motion to add as a condition of adding the 

Stroh request to 09-0009 that the proponent will pay for the review 
fees. 

  Young / Ekberg – five voted in favor. Councilmembers Franich and 
Malich voted no. 

 
MAIN MOTION  
AS AMENDED:  Move we forward these proposed Comp Plan Amendments to the 

Planning Commission with the exception of COMP 09-0006 and 
amend COMP 09-0009 to include the Stroh Water Service request 
with language saying that the proponent will pay for the review 
fees. 

  Ekberg / Young – five voted in favor. Councilmembers Franich and 
Malich voted no. 

 
 

3. First Reading of Ordinance – Sewer Exception Code Revision.  Jeff Langhelm 
presented the background information for this action. He explained that in 2006 Council 
adopted an ordinance amending the requirements for sewer hook-ups; at that time an 
exception was inadvertently omitted. He presented two versions of an ordinance to re-
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insert the exception language explaining that the primary difference between the two is 
the proposed distance in which a lot would be required to connect to city sewer. The 
first option exempts a lot that is not abutting an existing public sanitary sewer; the 
second option exempts lots not within 200 linear feet from the nearest property line 
along the path of sewer main construction to an existing public sanitary sewer.  He 
addressed Council’s questions. 
 
Councilmember Ekberg agreed that the language was left out by mistake; the intent was 
to alleviate the problem of a lot within 200 feet of a sewer line that couldn’t hook up but 
was still required to do so. In an attempt to correct that, the whole 200’ requirement for 
hooking up was deleted. He said Option B addresses that concern. 
 
After asking about the cost of installing sewer lines, Councilmember Franich voiced 
support of Option A for properties that are suitable for septic because of the burden of 
cost involved with Option B.   
 
Mr. Langhelm clarified that the underlying intent of this ordinance is to be consistent 
with RCW’s and to compel new developments to connect to city sewer. He added that 
existing developments do not have to hook up unless they redevelop or if there is a 
health threat.  
 
Councilmember Young commented that the intent is not to raise revenue but to give the 
city the authority to force connection when necessary. They system won’t work if you 
just allow those to hook up that want to. Councilmember Ekberg agreed that it’s about 
compliance to get the whole system operating rather than about funding. 
 
Councilmember Payne said he supports a stricter interpretation.  
 
Councilmember Franich said that this Council continually, in the face of the majority of 
the citizens, is in favor of growth. He said this is about cost and we shouldn’t subject 
someone with a large lot that is able to have a septic system to that cost.  
 
Councilmember Malich asked what would happen if a property owner couldn’t obtain an 
easement. Mr. Langhelm said that it would qualify for an exemption. 
 
After further discussion, Mr. Langhelm was directed to bring back both options for 
consideration and second readings at the next meeting. 

 
4. First Reading of Ordinance – Nuisance. City Administrator Rob Karlinsey 

presented the background for this ordinance that addresses dilapidated buildings, 
attractive nuisances, abandoned pits/holes, and trash and junk. He said that 
enforcement follows the same process as the junk vehicle ordinance with the exception 
of a property lien provision.  
 
Councilmember Ekberg voiced support of an ordinance as a method to enforce health, 
safety and attractive nuisance issues, but he said this may still go too far. He used the 
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language on page 4, paragraph “C” as an example of how the city could become 
involved in neighborhood disputes.  
 
Councilmember Young asked the City Attorney if the code should be more specific or if 
broader language such as “things that could prove to be potentially harmful, attract 
animals, or emit noxious fumes” would be defensible. 
 
Ms. Belbeck responded that both ways are legally defensible, but if you leave it too 
broad you open yourself to unintended complaints. Listing the items you intend to 
enforce makes the intent more clear. 
 
Councilmember Franich said that unless it’s a public health and safety issue it shouldn’t 
be included. He pointed out language about yard waste and the definition of public 
nuisance, asking who is going to determine “the repose of the public.” He also voiced 
concern with the how to interpret the definition of “screened.” 
 
Ms. Belbeck responded that this language was included to track the statutory language 
and so any case law will include those same terms. 
 
Mayor Hunter said he agrees with requiring screening from public right of way, but not 
from “any neighboring property.”   
 
Councilmember Malich voiced concern with language in ‘B’ regarding attractive 
nuisances. He asked if the inclusion of abandoned meant a boat in a yard or in the 
water. He also voiced concern that someone’s water feature would have to be fenced. 
 
Councilmember Young brought up the concern that abandoned water features could 
become an issue. Mr. Karlinsey said he would come back with language to address this. 
 
After further discussion about how this ordinance would be interpreted and enforced, 
staff was directed to develop language to amend the ordinance to address these 
recommendations: 
 

a) Paragraph ‘E’ - “Building materials must be neatly piled and screened from 
the public right of way unless there’s an active building permit;” 

b) Paragraph ‘C’, remove the word “unsightly;” 
c) Add a sentence to Paragraph ‘A’ “to exclude decorative residential and 

commercial water features.” 
 

5. First Reading of Ordinance – Amending City Council Meeting Time. Clerk 
Towslee explained starting City Council meetings thirty minutes earlier could result 
in a savings to the city of up to $300 per meeting. This ordinance was brought to 
Council for consideration due to the budget constraints.   

Councilmember Franich asked if there had been any negative feedback from changing 
the time from 7:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. and suggested changing the time to 5:00 p.m. 
instead of 5:30 p.m. to save further staff time.   
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Ms. Towslee responded that no negative comments had been made about the first time 
change. She then said that because of the Council Committees, it may be difficult to 
meet at 5:00 p.m.  
 
Several Councilmembers said it would be difficult for them to arrive by 5:00 p.m., but 
they can make 5:30 p.m.  There was discussion about scheduling public hearings for a 
time certain to allow the public time to arrive. 
 
STAFF REPORT:  
 
Planning Director Tom Dolan said that staff is working with the City Attorney to move up 
the submittal deadline for Comprehensive Plan Amendments so that the City Council 
and Planning Commission will have more time to review the information. He said an 
ordinance would be presented for review sometime this summer. 
 
City Administrator Rob Karlinsey reported that this afternoon the Governor was 
scheduled to sign the Shoreline Moratorium Bill. He thanked the city’s lobbyist for 
working to get this approved, and Councilmember Young for his effort which included 
testifying. He said that this will allow the city to update their Shoreline Master Plan 
without fear of unintended consequences. 
 
Mr. Karlinsey announced the KLM Veteran’s Park Ribbon Cutting Ceremony on 
Wednesday, May 20th at 5:30 p.m.  He gave an overview of all the scheduled activities 
and encouraged everyone to spread the word.  He also mentioned the Joint City 
Council / Parks Commission Meeting on June 1st. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  None. 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT / COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
 
Councilmember Payne reported that he visited with Sergeant Kelly Busey who was 
patrolling in the city’s new Police Boat and encouraged others to do the same. He then 
suggested that the city consider looking into annexing the other side of the harbor to 
assist with handling abandoned vessels. 
 
Councilmember Franich commented that he is working on contacting the current 
abandoned boat’s owner. He asked if there is an active effort to work with Pierce 
County on this issue. 
 
Mr. Karlinsey responded that Chief Davis had met several times with representatives 
from the Pierce County Sheriff’s Department, but there doesn’t seem to be a strong 
desire on their part due to liability concerns.  He then said that another issue fixing the 
Urban Growth Boundary Line which is down the middle of the harbor. The Mayor said  
he will discuss this with the Pierce County Council at their meeting here tomorrow. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 

1. GH North Traffic Options Committee – Wed. May 20th at 9:00 a.m. 
2. KLM Veteran’s Park Ribbon Cutting Ceremony – Wed. May 20th at 5:30 p.m. 
3. Operations Committee – Thus. May 21st at 3:00 p.m. 
4. Boards & Commission Candidate Review – Tue. May 26th at 4:30 p.m. due to 

Memorial Day. 
5. City Council - Tue. May 26th at 6:00 p.m. due to Memorial Day. 
6. Planning/Building Committee – Mon. Jun 1st at 5:15 p.m. 
7. City Council / Parks Commission Joint Meeting – Mon. Jun. 1st at 6:00 p.m. 

 
ADJOURN: 
 

 MOTION: Move to adjourn at 9:15 p.m. 
  Young / Ekberg – unanimously approved. 
 
 

         CD recorder utilized: 
         Tracks 1001 – 1059 
        
               
_________________________ _  ____________________________  
Charles L. Hunter, Mayor    Molly Towslee, City Clerk 
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GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING 
May 18, 2009 – 5:30 p.m. 

 
PRESENT:   Councilmembers Ekberg, Young, Conan, Malich, Kadzik and Mayor 
Hunter.  Absent: Councilmembers Franich and Payne. 

CALL TO ORDER:  5:30 p.m. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: To discuss pending litigation per RCW 42.10.110(1)(i). 

 MOTION: Move to adjourn to Executive Session at 5:31 p.m. for 
approximately 25 minutes for the purpose of discussing 
potential litigation per RCW 42.10.110(1)(i). 

  Conan / Kadzik – unanimously approved. 
 
 MOTION: Move to return to regular session at 5:50 p.m. 
  Conan / Kadzik – unanimously approved 
 
ADJOURN: 
  
 MOTION: Move to adjourn at 5:50 p.m.  

Malich / Kadzik – unanimously approved. 
  

   CD recorder utilized: 
  Disk #1 Tracks 1001-1004 

 

__________________________  ______________________________ 
Charles Hunter, Mayor   Molly Towslee, City Clerk    
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CITY OF GIG HARBOR 
COMMITTEE OUTLINE MINUTES 

 
Parks Commission 

 
 

Date: April 1, 2009_________        Time:  5:30 p.m.        Location: Community Rooms A&B          Scribe:_Terri Reed 
 
Commission Members and Staff Present: Commissioners: Michael Perrow, Jacquie Goodwill, Emily Cross, Nick Tarabochia and 
Jim Borgen; Staff Members: David Stubchaer, Lt. Bill Colberg and Terri Reed. 
 
Others Present: _Bill Bowers (YMCA) and Gary Williamson (Friends of Wilkinson Farm Park) ______________________________  
 

Page 1 
 

Topic / Agenda Item Main Points Discussed Recommendation/Action 
Follow-up (if needed) 

Approval of Minutes March 4, 2009 Minutes 
 

Motion:  Move to approve March 4, 2009 
minutes as presented. 
 
Goodwill / Cross – unanimously approved. 

OLD BUSINESS:   
Wilkinson Farm Park Update Bill Bowers gave an update on the Friends and 

Servants program.  The YMCA has not approved a 
staff person to help with the youth program so the 
work will need to be project-based. 
 
Gary Williamson reported that the Friends of 
Wilkinson Farm (FWF) will not be able to support a 
garden this year.  A lead group is needed to take on 
this task.  There is also a need for netting to keep the 
deer out of the garden. 

 
 
 
 
 
Lead group and volunteers are needed for the 
garden. 
 
Commission member Tarabochia can provide 
the netting when needed. 

Park Security The Commission members expressed their concerns 
of parks vandalism and illegal activities in the parks to 
Lt. Bill Colberg from the Police Department. 
 
Lt. Colberg explained that the Police Department 
currently has staffing difficulties and an increased in 
serious crimes in the area.  He said that they would 
do their best to monitor the parks and they would try 
and do some walk-throughs in Grandview Forest 
Park. 
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Lt. Colberg mentioned the Police Department’s 
concern of patrolling the new portion of the Cushman 
Trail.  He felt it would be best patrolled with some 
type of “Gator” vehicle.  

City staff has expressed their desire to be able 
to retain the Gator that Stan Palmer 
Construction was required to have available for 
trail construction. 

Parks Appreciation Day (PAD) 2009 Commission Chair Perrow gave an update on the 
planning for PAD. 

Commissioner park assignments were verified.  
Commission has invited Council members to 
participate as site leaders. 

PROS Plan Update Public Works Director Stubchaer reported that the 
Parks plan may just get an update which would cover 
any grant requirement needs.  A comprehensive 
PROS Plan may have to wait until there is a budget 
for a proper survey. 

 

Sand Volleyball Courts Update Public Works Director Stubchaer explained that staff 
had recently met with the Sand Volleyball Group and 
has been given a list of projects the group desires for 
the park area. The group was informed that the City 
had no money available for the projects and that they 
would have to pursue grants and volunteer 
opportunities. 

Commission member Borgen will contact the 
Volleyball group about PAD projects. 

Cushman Trail Update Public Works Director Stubchaer gave an update on 
the trail construction concerns expressed by the 
Ridge Condo development.  He explained that the 
City and County are working to get TPU approval for 
planting some trees to screen them from the structure 
behind their development. 

 

Adopt-A-Planter Update Commission member Goodwill made contact with 
Carola Stark from GHHWA about the possibility of 
them taking on and managing a City planter program. 

Staff will forward planter location information to 
Commission member Goodwill to pursue this 
opportunity further with GHHWA and Laureen 
Lund. 

NEW BUSINESS:   
Commission Positions Due to his yearly scheduled absence in the summer 

months from the Commission, Vice Chair Tarabochia 
will not be moving to the Commission Chair position 
this year. 

Motion:  Move to nominate Jacquie Goodwill 
as Chair and Nick Tarabochia as Vice Chair of 
the Parks Commission. 
 
Borgen / Cross – unanimously approved. 

Jerisich Park Proposal The GHHWA was not present to give their 
presentation. 
 
Public Works Director Stubchaer went over the 

Motion:  Move to accept this as part of the 
Parks Commission and that we would like the 
City and staff to give us input as it progresses 
so that we can suggest direction. 
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general concept, which includes moving the paper 
boxes, dumpster and monument. 

 
Tarabochia / Goodwill – unanimously 
approved. 
 
GHHWA can provide more information at May 
Commission meeting. 

PARK UPDATES: Commission members expressed their dislike of the 
construction signs posted on the Eddon Boat Building 
and hoped that they would be removed when the 
painting begins. 

The Parks Commission would like to be the 
ones to invite the Bujacich family to the 
Opening Day Ceremony of Kenneth Leo 
Marvin Veterans Memorial Park on May 20th. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: None  
NEXT PARKS MEETING:  May 6, 2009 @ 5:30 p.m. 
ADJOURN  Motion to adjourn. 

 
Tarabochia / Cross 
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Business of the City Council 
City of Gig Harbor, WA 

Consent Agenda - 5 

Subject: Resolution -Processing eleven and 
rejecting one 2009 Comprehensive Plan 
amendment application. 

Proposed Council Action: 
Approve resolution fonnrarding Comprehensive 
Plan amendment applications COMP-09-0001, 
COMP-09-0002, COMP-09-0003, 
COMP-08-0004, COM P-09-0005, 
COMP-09-0007, COM P-09-0008, 
COMP-09-0010, COMP-09-0011, 
COMP-09-0012 and COMP 09-0009 as 
amended to the Planning Commission for 
further processing and rejecting application 
COMP-09-0006 for 
further processing. 

Dept. Origin: Planning 

Prepared by: Jennifer Kester 
Senior Planner 

For Agenda of: May 26,2009 

Exhibits: Resolution; Council Bill on applications 
from May 11,2009 meeting without exhibii 

Initial & Date 

Concurred by Mayor: w i8id9 
Approved by City Administrator: @K- 
Approved as to form by City Atty: 
Approved by Finance Director: 
Approved by Department Head: 

txpend~ture Amount Appropriation 
Required 0 Budgeted 0 Required 0 

INFORMATION / BACKGROUND 
On May 11,2009, the City Council evaluated the comprehensive plan amendment 
applications submitted for the 2009 annual cycle, and held a public hearing on such 
applications. As allowed by GHMC 19.09.130 and GHMC 19.09.140, the Council selected 
which applications would be fonnrarded to the Planning Commission to be processed and 
which applications would not be processed during this cycle. 

The 2009 Comprehensive Plan amendment cycle had twelve ( I  2) applications on the docket. 
Nine (9) are sponsored by the City and three (3) are from private-party applicants. Four (4) 
are applications to amend land use designations. 

After the public hearing, the Council decided to accept eleven of the twelve applications for 
Comprehensive Plan amendments in the 2009 cycle and to fotward them to the Planning 
Commission for hearing and further processing. Application COMP 09-0006 was rejected for 
further processing during the 2009 cycle. At the hearing, Paul Cyr, on behalf of Dorothy Stroh 
and the Stroh family, requested that the City Council consider his request to add two parcels, 
currently occupied by Stroh's Feed & Garden Supplies and United Rentals, to the city's water 
system service area in the 2009 review cycle. The Council accepted Mr. Cyr's request and 
directed staff to fonnrard the amendment to the Planning Commission to be reviewed as part of 
application COMP-09-0009. 
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