
 

 

 
Gig Harbor 

City Council Meeting 
 
 

March 28, 2011 
 5:30 p.m. 



AGENDA FOR 
GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

Monday, March 28, 2011 – 5:30 p.m.  
 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Approval of the Minutes of City Council Meeting of March 14, 2011. 
2. Receive and File: a) Finance / Safety Committee Minutes February 22, 2011; b) 

Planning/Building Committee Minutes March 7, 2011. 
3. Eddon Boat Property – Long Term Monitoring Plan Year 3/Consultant Services 

Contract/Anchor QEA LLC. 
4. Approval of Payment of Bills for March 28, 2011: Checks #65998 through 

#66578* in the amount of $712,257.00. 
* Ck#65998 – 66009 Bank of America checks 
  Ck#66010 – 66500 Bank of America checks destroyed due to bank conversion 
  Ck#66501 – 66578 Columbia Bank checks  
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: For the purpose of discussing pending litigation per RCW 
42.30.110(1)(i). 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:    

1. Public Hearing and Resolution Authorizing an Amendment to the Development 
Agreement for the Phased Development with McCormick Creek LLC. 

 
STAFF REPORT:  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT / COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 

1. Council Retreat – Fri. Apr. 22nd at 8:30 a.m. 
2. Shoreline Master Program Public Hearing / Open House: March 31st at 4:00 p.m. 
3. Planning / Building Committee: Mon. Apr. 4th at 5:15 p.m. 

 
ADJOURN: 
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MINUTES OF GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL MEETING – March 14, 2011 
 

PRESENT:   Councilmembers Ekberg, Young, Franich, Malich, Payne, and Mayor 
Hunter. Councilmembers Conan and Kadzik were absent. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 5:32 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Approval of the Minutes of City Council Meeting of Feb. 28, 2011. 
2. Correspondence / Proclamations:  AWC Retro Program Refund Letter. 
3. Liquor License Action: a) Special Occasion: Kiwanis Club; b) Special Occasion: 

Paradise Theatre; c) Special Occasion: Quipunet at GH Yacht Club;  
 d) Renewals: Gig Harbor Beach Bay B&B, St. Anthony Hospital, Gig Harbor 

Farmers Market Association, The Green Turtle, Happy at the Bay Teriyaki, 
Harbor Greens, Gig Harbor Farmers Market, Maritime Inn, and Greenhouse 
Restaurant; e) Discontinued: QFC #886. 

4. Receive and File: a) Minutes of the Boards and Commissions Candidate Review 
Committee Feb. 28, 2011; b) Minutes of the Operations & Public Projects 
Committee Feb.17, 2011. 

5. Hearing Examiner Contract. 
6. Appointment to Parks Commission. 
7. Appointments to the Gig Harbor Arts Commission. 
8. Appointments to Lodging Tax Advisory Committee. 
9. Appointment to Planning Commission. 
10. Tacoma Pierce County Economic Development Board Payment for Economic 

Development Services. 
11. Approval of Payment of Bills for March14, 2011: Checks #65889 through #65997 

in the amount of $861,954.31. 
12. Approval of Payroll for the Month of February: Checks #5851 through #5870 in 

the amount of $304,541.29. 
 
 MOTION: Move to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. 
   Ekberg / Malich - unanimously approved. 
 
Mayor Hunter read the names of the re-appointed and appointed Commission members 
and asked those present to stand and be recognized.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: For the purpose of discussing pending litigation per RCW 
42.30.110(1)(i). 

 MOTION: Move to go into Executive Session at 5:35 p.m. for approximately 
20 minutes to discuss pending litigation per RCW 42.30.110(1)(i).  

   Franich / Malich – unanimously approved. 
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Councilmember Ekberg recused himself from the Executive Session citing a conflict in 
interest. 
 
 MOTION: Move to return to regular session at 5:54 p.m.  
   Franich / Payne – unanimously approved. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Official City Newspaper.  City Clerk Molly Towslee presented an overview of the 
history of the recent re-bid for official newspaper.  She explained that in 2010 the city 
paid approximately $19,650 for advertising and legal fees, of which $9,000 was 
reimbursed. 
 
Councilmembers discussed the lower cost and higher circulation of Gig Harbor Life 
while noting that The Peninsula Gateway is a more traditional newspaper.    
 
 MOTION: Move to appoint The Peninsula Gateway as the city’s official 

newspaper. 
  Young / Ekberg - two voted in favor. Councilmembers Franich, 

Malich and Payne voted no. The motion failed. 
 
 MOTION: Move to appoint Gig Harbor Life as the city’s official newspaper. 
  Malich / Franich - four voted in favor. Councilmember Ekberg 

voted no. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   

1. Public Hearing on 2011 Comprehensive Plan Amendment Docket. Senior 
Planner Jennifer Kester introduced the docket and gave a brief overview of the four 
proposed comprehensive plan amendments. She answered questions on the electric 
vehicle infrastructure policy. 

 
Mayor Hunter opened the public hearing at 6:09 p.m. No one came forward to speak 
and the public hearing closed. 
 
Ms. Kester continued to address Council’s questions on the amendments. 
 
 MOTION: Move that all of the 2011 Comprehensive Plan Amendment 

applications be forwarded to the Planning Commission for further 
processing. 

  Ekberg / Payne – unanimously approved. 
 

2. 2011 Planning Commission Work Program – Revised.  Planning Director Tom 
Dolan explained that extensive oral and written comments on the Shoreline Master 
Program will delay the Planning Commission from beginning review of the 2011 
Comprehensive Plan Amendments until late June or early July.  Due to this delay, the 
Planning Commission is requesting a one-year interim change to the downtown parking 
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regulations. This would allow the review of the C-1 gross floor area text amendment first 
and then the Commission would go back to a more comprehensive review of the 
downtown parking regulations.  He addressed Council questions. 

 
MOTION: Move to approve the revised Planning Commission 2011 work 

program. 
 Payne / Young – four voted in favor. Councilmember Ekberg voted 

no. 
 

3. SR16/Burnham Drive NW Interchange Improvement Project Acceptance. City 
Engineer Steven Misiurak presented the background information on this project to 
increase capacity required as a result of the construction of the hospital.  He explained 
that the project realized over $590,000 in construction savings, adding that the success 
of the project is attributable to the hard work of a consortium of organizations and 
shared project management. He said that he has made application to The Association 
of Public Works Association for Project of the Year for this project. 
 
Councilmembers thanked Mr. Misiurak and his staff for a job well done on this complex 
project. City Administrator Rob Karlinsey complimented staff on avoiding costly change 
orders and for the outstanding public outreach. 

 
MOTION: Move to formally accept the project completion and authorize the 

Mayor to sign the Project Certificate of Completion. 
 Payne / Malich – unanimously approved. 

 
4. Resolution 857 – Emergency Declaration for Replacement of the Cushman Trail 

Cross Culvert.  City Engineer Misiurak present the background information for this 
resolution authorizing the replacement of a broken culvert along Cushman Trail. He 
answered Council question on how the degradation of the culvert occurred, ownership, 
and funding options. 
 
City Attorney Angela Belbeck reminded Council that due to the emergency nature of this 
action, it would require a majority plus one vote.  
 

MOTION: Move to adopt Resolution No. 857 declaring an emergency, waiving 
competitive bidding requirements and authorizing the Mayor to 
execute contracts for the emergency replacement to the broken 
culvert under Cushman Trail located approximately 900 feet north 
of Rosedale Street. 

 Young / Ekberg – unanimously approved. 
 

STAFF REPORT:  

Lift Station Improvement Sequencing.  City Administrator Rob Karlinsey explained that 
repairs to Lift Station No. 4 had been moved to the top of the list due to the recent 
malfunction at that site. He explained that Lift Station No. 4 is critical as it handles 
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approximately 50% of the city’s sewage.  He also reported that staff continues to move 
forward with design and property acquisition for the upgrades to Lift Station No. 6 on 
Cascade and Ryan with plans to construct in 2012.  
 
City Engineer Steven Misiurak addressed questions regarding the estimated project 
costs for Lift Station No. 6. He said that the goal is to avoid having the project cost more 
than the estimate adding that there will be regular updates to the Operations and Public 
Projects Committee and City Council as this moves forward. 
 
City Attorney Angela Belbeck explained that there are upcoming project hearings that 
are in the queue for public noticing and asked if Council would consider postponing the 
appointment of the Official Newspaper to allow a transition period.  Planning Director 
Tom Dolan added that the Gig Harbor Life’s requirement to have public notices 
submitted eleven days prior to publication adds additional restraints and asked if the 
appointment could be postponed until April 15th. 
 
T.J. Erickson, editor for Gig Harbor Life, explained that that eleven day notification 
period only pertains to classified ads. 
 
 MOTION: Move for reconsideration of the previous motion to appoint Gig 

Harbor Life as the city’s official newspaper. 
   Young / Payne – unanimously approved. 
 
 MOTION: Move to amend the previous motion to appoint Gig Harbor Life as 

the city’s official newspaper effective April 15, 2011. 
   Malich / Franich – unanimously approved. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
Kit Kuhn – A Jeweler Designed for You.  Mr. Kuhn explained that the petition he passed 
out is signed by 27 business owners requesting that the city consider 2-3 hour timed 
parking in the downtown area. He said that marking even every fifth spot would help 
movement and suggested that the salary of the enforcement person could be paid by 
parking fines. He said that the current 30 minute spots seem to be helping. 
 
Councilmembers mentioned several issues and agreed that there needs to be 
continued discussion on parking that involves the property owners.  

MAYOR’S REPORT / COUNCIL COMMENTS:  

Councilmember Malich asked the date of the activation of the pump-out at Jerisich 
Dock. Wastewater Treatment Plant Supervisor, Darrel Winans responded that it would 
be turned on April 1st. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 
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1. Outfall Ceremonial Valve Turning – Wed. March 16th at 3:00 p.m. 
2. Operations Committee – Thu. March 17th at 3:00 p.m. 
3. Finance / Safety Committee – Mon. March 21st at 4:00 p.m. 

 
ADJOURN: 

MOTION:  Move to adjourn at 7:25 p.m. 
  Franich / Malich  – unanimously approved.                

     CD recorder utilized:  Tracks 1002 – 1019 

 

 
                                                                                 
                                                                                                                          
Charles L. Hunter, Mayor    Molly Towslee, City Clerk 
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CITY OF GIG HARBOR 
COMMITTEE OUTLINE MINUTES 

 
City of Gig Harbor Finance and Safety Committee 

(Council Committee Ekberg, Malich, and Payne) 
 

Date: February 22, 2011                    Time:  4:00 p.m.                 Location: Executive Conf Rm.                   Scribe: Jaci Auclair 
 
Commission Members and Staff Present:  Steve Ekberg, Ken Malich, Tim Payne, Rob Karlinsey, Chief Mike Davis, and Paul 
Nelson.   
 
Others Present:   
 
Absent:  
 

Topic / Agenda Item Main Points Discussed Recommendation/Action 
Follow-up (if needed) 

NEW BUSINESS   
 
1. Municipal Court Judge Contract 
Renewal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Councilmember Steve Ekberg called the 
meeting to order and Court Administrator, 
Paul Nelson, introduced the municipal 
court judge’s contract for renewal.  The 
2011-2013 contract includes a retroactive 
6.6% COLA adjustment bringing the 
judge’s monthly compensation to $4,316.  
Mr. Nelson briefly reviewed the judge’s 
hours and duties.  Committee members 
stated they would like to see comparable 
data prior to approving this contract. 
 

 
Finance committee members requested 
that staff gather comparable data on the 
municipal court judge’s compensation.  If 
the contract amount appears to be in line 
with those comparables, the committee 
instructed staff to bring the contract to 
council for approval. 

 
2. Anti-Graffiti Ordinance / Program. 
 

 
Mr. Karlinsey presented the proposed anti-
graffiti ordinance, reviewing the highlights.  
He stated that this ordinance would 
provide a mechanism for rapid removal of 
graffiti from private property as well as  
provide rewards up to $300 for information 

 
Committee members recommended the 
ordinance be brought to council for 
approval. 
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          Topic / Agenda Item                                      Main Points Discussed                                  Recommendation/Action  
     Follow-up (if needed) 

Next Meeting:  December 20, 2010 at 4:00 p.m.                                                             

leading to the arrest of graffiti artists.  He 
added that the Parks Commission and the 
city attorney, Angela Belbeck, were helpful 
in developing this policy which calls for 
formal noticing to the property owner, 
attempting first to have the property owner 
remove the graffiti, but allowing city 
resources to be used with the owners 
consent to perform rapid removal of the 
graffiti if the property owner is unable to 
remove it quickly. Mr. Karlinsey answered 
committee members’ questions regarding 
cost, liability, and ultimate responsibility. 
   

 
3.  Panhandlers Policy 

 
Chief Mike Davis presented a proposal to 
deal with the city’s panhandler issue.  He 
recommended passing an ordinance 
similar to Tacoma and Dupont which 
attempts to extract these solicitors and 
transfer the risk elsewhere.  Chief Davis 
answered questions regarding safety 
issues, criminal histories of the 
panhandlers, and time spent responding to 
complaints.  Committee members 
indicated that they would like further 
information and officer testimony on the 
issue. 
 

 
Finance committee members directed 
Chief Davis, Lieutenant Colberg, and other 
officers to return to the March committee 
meeting with additional information and 
testimony.   

 
4.  Donation Policy 

 
Mr. Karlinsey introduced a draft donation 
policy intended to provide guidelines for 
individuals, organizations and businesses 
wishing to make contributions to city parks 
or streets.  The policy will be presented to 

 
Committee members directed Mr. 
Karlinsey to add this item to the council’s 
consent agenda. 
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          Topic / Agenda Item                                      Main Points Discussed                                  Recommendation/Action  
     Follow-up (if needed) 

Next Meeting:  December 20, 2010 at 4:00 p.m.                                                             

the Operations Committee and the Parks 
Commission. A donations fund will be 
created as well. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 4:55 p.m. 
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DATE of MEETING: March 7, 2011 

TIME: 5:20 pm 

LOCATION: Planning/Building Conference Room 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Councilmembers Kadzik (via conference call), Conan and Young 

STAFF PRESENT:  Planning Director Tom Dolan, Senior Planner Jennifer Kester, Senior Planner Peter 
Katich  

OTHERS PRESENT:  Jason Hubbell, Tom Sturgeon, Jon Moist, Charlee Glock-Jacson 

SCRIBE:  Jennifer Kester 

 

1. 1ST AMENDMENT TO THE MCCORMICK CREEK PLAT DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT. 
 
DISCUSSION POINTS 
Tom Dolan presented the proposed 1st amendment to the McCormick Creek Plat Development Agreement.  
This amendment would:  
 
a. Allow three phases instead of four phases 
b. Phase 1 vested for 6 years 
c. If phase 1 completed and 35% of the sewer and water connection fees have been paid, the 

development agreement would be automatically extended for another 6 years.  If phase 1 and phase 2 
have been recorded by year 12 and 70% of the total sewer and water connection fees have been paid, 
the applicant may apply for an additional 7 year extension of the development agreement.  This 7 year 
final extension would be subject to city council approval. 

d. Allow for civil permit approvals to remain valid for two years. 
e. Remove the requirement for paying a pro-rata share of the City’s Interim Improvement project at the 

Borgen SR16 interchange.  Note:  This is still a requirement of the Hearing Examiner approval. 
f. Private soccer fields will be kept available for PAA use for 2 years. 
g. As part of Phase 1 the Developer shall clear and rough grade the portion of road 1 that will not be 

constructed until Phase 2.  This road will also be signed to identify the future road connection to Harbor 
Hill.   

h. As part of each final plat notes shall be included on the face of the plat and in the CC&R’s regarding the 
future road connection to Harbor Hill Drive. 

 
RECOMMENDATION / ACTION / FOLLOW-UP 

The Committee had no specific comments and recommended the proposed amendment go to the City 
Attorney for review and be scheduled at the next available Council meeting after legal review and public 
noticing.   

 

CITY OF GIG HARBOR  
PLANNING AND BUILDING  
COMMITTEE  MEETING - MINUTES 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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2.  WATERFRONT MILLVILLE RESTAURANT DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS TEXT 
AMENDMENT. 

DISCUSSION POINTS 

Jennifer Kester presented the text amendment submitted by Jon Moist on behalf of Stan Stearns which if 
approved would allow restaurant 1 uses in the WM district to be open until 9pm and serve beer and wine 
provided the establishment does not exceed 1,200 square feet.  Councilmember Kadzik explained his 
history with the development of the regulations in the WM zone when serving of alcohol was prohibited from 
this zone.  He expressed his opinion that circumstances have changed in the WM district and proposed text 
amendment could be a good idea for the area.  He has spoken to several residents of the area and has not 
heard opposition.  Councilmember Young felt that this amendment could be good for small businesses 
along the waterfront.  Councilmember Young suggested the amendment receive direct review by the 
Council bypassing the Planning Commission.  Mr. Dolan suggested that the Planning Commission be 
allowed to review that direct consideration request. The Committee agreed and requested that draft 
language be brought back to a special committee meeting on April 4th.  

RECOMMENDATION / ACTION / FOLLOW-UP 
Staff to present direct consideration request to the Planning Commission and develop draft language for 
review by the April 4th committee meeting.  

3. INTERIM ORDINANCE TO ADDRESS DOWNTOWN ISSUES – DIRECT CONSIDERATION. 

DISCUSSION POINTS 

Planning staff explained that since the Planning Commission review of the Shoreline Master Program has 
taken longer than originally expected, staff has drafted an interim DB zone parking ordinance that would 
allow existing buildings in the DB district to change use without having to provide additional parking, 
regardless of the use.   While the Planning Commission will look at the commercial area in the DB and along 
Harborview/N. Harborview, the interim ordinance would be limited to the DB district.  This interim ordinance 
would allow businesses to utilize these new provisions this summer rather than late fall as would occur if the 
City waited for the Planning Commission’s deliberation.  Furthermore, this would also allow the C-1 gross 
floor area text amendment to move one spot up in the Planning Commission’s queue.   

RECOMMENDATION / ACTION / FOLLOW-UP 

The committee recommended that the Council approve the interim ordinance.  The committee further 
recommended that the Planning Commission review the downtown parking regulations in the fall/winter of 
this year and include in that review building size regulations in the DB. 

4.    RESTAURANT PARKING REQUIREMENTS – DIRECT CONSIDERATION. 
 

DISCUSSION POINTS 
Jennifer Kester presented the staff-recommended text amendment to change how parking is calculated for 
restaurant and tavern uses.  Currently, the City requires that parking be based on the maximum occupancy 
of the seating area as calculated by the International Building Code. Ms. Kester explained that the building 
code seating capacity is much larger than the reasonable seating capacity of a restaurant because the IBC 
considers the worst case scenario in seating capacity in order to avoid health and safety issues.  Using the 
IBC maximum seating capacity for the parking calculation leads to excessive parking requirements in the 
range of 40% to 75% increase over what one might consider reasonable. Staff is proposing that restaurant 
parking be based on a submitted seating plan which shows a reasonable seating capacity as determined by 
the Planning Director.  
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RECOMMENDATION / ACTION / FOLLOW-UP 

The committee recommended that the Council approve the ordinance.   

5.    AMENDMENTS TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION’S 2011 WORK PROGRAM. 

DISCUSSION POINTS 
The committee reviewed the 2011 Planning Commission’s work program in light of their recommendations 
for the three text amendment they reviewed at the meeting: interim DB parking, restaurant parking, and 
restaurants in the WM.   

RECOMMENDATION / ACTION / FOLLOW-UP 

Assuming that the interim DB ordinance is passed, the Planning and Building Committee recommended 
the following order of review starting in late June/early July once the Commission has finished review of 
the 2011 Comprehensive Plan amendments.   

1. GFA in C‐1 
2. Downtown Parking/Street‐Level Retail/DB Building Size in QFC Block 
3. Green First 
4. Tree Retention/Enforcement 
5. Residential Plat Layout and FARs 
6. Cottage Housing 
 

  6.  SHORELINE MASTER PROGRAM CONSULTANT CONTRACT EXTENSION. 

DISCUSSION POINTS 
Peter Katich addressed the Planning Commission’s review of the draft shoreline master program and noted 
that due to the Commission’s comprehensive review of the draft document, including conducting 32 public 
meetings on the draft as of the date of the Planning & Building Committee’s meeting, the city’s shoreline 
master program grant funding had been mostly expended with approximately $11,000.00 of the original 
$93,000 remaining in the budget.  Mr. Katich indicated that due to the Commission’s extended review of the 
draft, the update effort was currently 4-5 months behind schedule with City Council review anticipated to 
start in June, 2011.  He noted that additional funding may be necessary in order to provide for additional 
consultant support through the Council and Department of Ecology review phases of the update effort. 

RECOMMENDATION / ACTION /FOLLOW-UP 
None 
 

Meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m.  

 

        Respectfully submitted:  

Jennifer Kester 
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