
 

 

 
Gig Harbor 

City Council Meeting 
 
 

November 28, 2011 
 5:30 p.m. 



 
AMENDED AGENDA FOR 

GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
Monday, November 28, 2011 – 5:30 p.m.  

 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Approval of the Minutes of City Council Meeting of Nov. 14, 2011.   Page 2 
2. Receive and File: Minutes of Budget Worksessions – Nov. 7th and 8th, 2011.   Page 6 
3. Resolution – Cooperative Purchasing.   Page 15 
4. Memorandum of Understanding – Gig Harbor Historical Museum.    Page 22 
5. Amendment to City Attorney Contract.   Page 27 
6. Approval of Payment of Bills for Nov. 28, 2011: Checks #68351 through #68445 in the 

amount of $461,047.79. 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Final Public Hearing and Second Reading of Ordinance – 2012 Proposed Budget.  

Page 32 
2. Public Hearing and Second Reading of Ordinance – 2011 Budget Amendment.  Page 

39 
 

NEW BUSINESS:    
1. Public Hearing and First Reading of Ordinance – Performance Based Height Exceptions 

for Private Schools.  Page 43 
2. Appointment of a City Representative for the Public Transportation Improvement 

Conference.   Page 70 
 
STAFF REPORT:  

1. Flood Control Zone District Presentation by Pierce County: Council direction needed. 
2. Pierce Conservation District $5 Assessment.   

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT / COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 
Planning/Building Committee: Mon. Dec 5th at 5:15 p.m. 
  
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  For the purpose of discussing pending or potential litigation per RCW 
42.30.110(1)(i) and Guild Negotiations per RCW 42.30.140(4)(a). 
 
ADJOURN: 
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MINUTES OF GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL MEETING – NOVEMBER 14, 2011 
 

PRESENT:   Councilmembers Ekberg, Young, Franich, Conan, Malich, Payne, Kadzik 
and Mayor Chuck Hunter.  
 
CALL TO ORDER: 5:32 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Approval of the Minutes of City Council Meeting of Oct. 24, 2011. 
2. Liquor License Action: a) Added Privilege: Safeway; b) Renewals: Harbor 

Kitchen, Half-Time Sports. 
3. Receive and File: a) Flood Control Zone District Letter;  
4. Commute Trip Reduction Agreement. 
5. Resolution No. 879 – Sole Source Purchase of Equipment. 
6. Resolution No. 880 – Renewal of Pierce Conservation District Assessment. 
7. Holiday Tree Lighting Entertainment Contract. 
8. Final Plat Approval – Jasmine Plat. 
9. (CPP 0914) Donkey Creek Project Final Design, Permitting, and Bidding 

Assistance – Consultant Services Contract Amendment No. 1. 
10. Approval of Payment of Bills for Oct 24, 2011: Checks #68169 through #68350 in 

the amount of $1,099.108.02. 
11. Approval of Payroll for the month of October: Checks #6355 though #6370 in the 

amount of $304,605.27. 
 

 MOTION: Move to adopt the Consent Agenda as presented. 
 Kadzik / Payne – unanimously approved. 
 
PRESENTATIONS: Barbara Grace Award - Senior Planner Jenn Kester. 

Planning Director Tom Dolan presented the background information for this yearly 
award given to a “mid-level planner who has distinguished her of himself with dedication 
to public service and professional accomplishment.”  He praised Jennifer for her 
outstanding job as a planner for the city for over nine years. 
 
Mayor Hunter presented Jennifer with the Barbara Grace Award, thanking her for her 
service to the city.  Councilmember Kadzik voiced his admiration for the job she 
performs.  Ms. Kester accepted the award saying a few before introducing her husband 
Ken and son Owen. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Second Reading of Ordinance – Code Enforcements Citations.  Planning 

Director Tom Dolan introduced this ordinance that would allow a more efficient method 
for enforcement of land use violations 
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 MOTION:  Move to adopt Ordinance No. 1226 as presented. 
  Payne / Ekberg - unanimously approved. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:    

1. Public Hearing – Development Regulations in Flood Hazard Areas.  Planning 
Director Tom Dolan presented background information on the interim ordinance 
adopted by Council at the September 26th Council meeting. He explained that this 
public hearing was set by the ordinance in order to accept additional testimony. 
 
Mayor Hunter opened the public hearing at 5:42 p.m.   No one came forward to speak 
and the hearing closed. 
 
Mr. Dolan addressed Council questions on potential exemptions and flexibility, and the 
ability to quantify the potential cost of the regulations. 
 
City Attorney Angela Belbeck explained that the city could choose not to impose the 
regulations but in doing so, would forfeit grant opportunities and the ability to qualify for 
the Federal Flood Insurance Program. She said that unless Council wants to adopt 
additional findings, no action is required. 

 
2. First Public Hearing and First Reading of Ordinance – 2012 Proposed Budget. 

Finance Director David Rodenbach introduced the ordinance and described changes 
made as a result of the budget worksessions and the passage of Proposition #1. He 
explained that the current 2011 salary ranges would be in effect until the completion of 
guild negotiations. 
 
Mayor Hunter opened the public hearing at 5:56 p.m.   No one came forward to speak 
and the hearing closed.  This returns for a second reading at the next meeting. 

 
3. Public Hearing on Revenue Sources.  Finance Director David Rodenbach 

introduced this public hearing on revenue sources for the next year’s general fund 
budget. 
 
Mayor Hunter opened the public hearing at 6:00 p.m.   No one came forward to speak 
and the hearing closed. No further action required. 

 
4. Resolution – 2012 Property Tax Levy. Finance Director David Rodenbach 

presented two resolutions; the first to set the city’s regular tax levy and the second, for 
an excess levy for the Eddon Boat bonds. 
 
 MOTION: Move to adopt Resolution No. 881 setting the 2012 tax levy. 
   Young / Kadzik – unanimously approved. 
 
 MOTION: Move to adopt Resolution No. 882 setting the 2012 excess tax levy. 
   Young / Kadzik – unanimously approved. 
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5. First Reading of Ordinance – 2011 Budget Amendment. Finance Director David 
Rodenbach presented the background information for amendments to the general fund 
department, the street operating fund and the street capital fund prior to year end. He 
explained that the public hearing would be held at the second reading of the ordinance 
on November 28th. 

 
6. Naming the Maritime Pier. City Administrator Rob Karlinsey presented 

information on several proposals for naming the maritime pier. Council recommended 
following past practice. 
 
 MOTION: Move to follow the park naming policy as outlined in Resolution No. 

717. 
   Ekberg / Young – unanimously approved. 

 
STAFF REPORT:  None. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  None. 

MAYOR’S REPORT / COUNCIL COMMENTS:  

Mayor Hunter reported that he attended a great Veteran’s Day Ceremony on Friday put 
on by the local Boy Scouts. 

Councilmember Payne welcomed Councilmember Conan back from his mission to 
Africa. He then recognized Council-elect members Jill Guernsey and Michael Perrow in 
the audience. 

Councilmember Ekberg said that he attended the recent Auditor Exit Interview, and 
praised David Rodenbach and his staff for another year with no audit findings. 

Councilmember Young reported that Pierce Transit is creating a boundary adjustment 
and the city will be asked to send a representative. 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 
1. Operations Committee: Thu. Nov. 17th at 3:00 p.m. 
2. Civic Center Closed Thu. Nov. 24th and Fri. Nov. 25th for Thanksgiving Holiday. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: For the purpose of discussing pending litigation per RCW 
42.30.110(1)(i), and Guild Negotiations per RCW 42.30.140(4)(a). 
 
MOTION: Move to adjourn to Executive Session at 6:17 p.m. for approximately 25 

minutes For the purpose of discussing pending litigation per RCW 
42.30.110(1)(i), and Guild Negotiations per RCW 42.30.140(4)(a). 

 Franich / Conan – unanimously approved. 
 
MOTION: Move to return to regular session at 6:45 p.m. 
 Ekberg / Payne - unanimously approved. 
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MOTION: Move to authorize the city’s attorneys to file an appeal of the Flood Control 

Zone District Determination of Non-significance. 
 Payne / Malich – unanimously approved. 
 
ADJOURN: 
 
MOTION:  Move to adjourn at 6:47 p.m. 

  Franich / Payne – unanimously approved. 

      CD recorder utilized:  Tracks 1002 – 1019 

 
                                                                                 
                                                                                                                          
Chuck Hunter, Mayor    Molly Towslee, City Clerk 
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DATE: November 7, 2011 
TIME: 5:30 p.m. 
LOCATION: Community Rooms A & B 
SCRIBE: Molly Towslee, City Clerk 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Hunter, Councilmembers Kadzik, Payne, Malich, Young and 
 Ekberg. 
STAFF PRESENT:  Rob Karlinsey, Dick Bower, Barb Tilotta, David Rodenbach, Tom Dolan, Kay 

Johnson, Stacy Colberg, and Molly Towslee.   
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Mayor Hunter opened the meeting and after roll call, turned the meeting over to City Administrator Rob 
Karlinsey who asked Finance Director, David Rodenbach to begin the overview. 

LEGISLATIVE 

David Rodenbach briefly introduced this fund. There was no discussion. 
 
NON-DEPARTMENTAL 
David Rodenbach gave an overview of the Objectives for this fund:  
 

 Operating transfers out. 
 Employee Benefits - payments for LEOFF I disability, workers comp and unemployment benefits. 
 Debt Service 
 City Audit 
 Election costs 
 Emergency Management – placeholder. 

 
No follow-up discussion. 
 
COURT 
Court Administrator Stacy Colberg presented the 2012 Objectives, similar to 2011. She highlighted: 

 Community Awareness programs 
 Increased cast load 
 Paperless program 
 Increased collections 
 No passport services 
 Courtsmart system 

 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION  

1. Work with I.T. to get the sound system in the Council Chambers adjusted. 

GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL 
BUDGET WORKSESSION MINUTES 

______________________________________________________________________________________
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ADMINISTRATION 
City Administrator Rob Karlinsey said this budget similar to 2011. He presented an overview of the goals 
and objectives. 
 

 Mainstreet Program. 
 Lobbyist Contracts – 11% COLA 
 Policies Updates 
 Insurance Recovery has increased 

 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION 

1. Work together with GHHWA on marketing study parameters and to find a consultant. 
 
FINANCE / INFORMATION SYSTEMS 
Finance Director David Rodenbach and IT Manager Kay Johnson gave overviews of the 2012 Objectives. 
 

 Financial Management Systems Upgrade. 
 Increased Bandwidth to facilitate video arraignments, permit tracking 
 Phone system upgrade – VIOP 
 Firewalls 
 IT Staff Adjustment: increase to 30 hours weekly 

 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION  

1. Make sure CenturyLink has opportunity to bid 
 
LEGAL 
Rob Karlinsey explained the budget for legal services. 
 
PLANNING 
Planning Director Tom Dolan gave an overview of the 2012 Objectives. 
 

 Update to comprehensive plan 
 Process improvements 
 Land use text amendments 
 SMP update 
 Ratification of countywide planning policies 
 Balance planning tasks 
 Annex east half of the bay 
 Downtown Parking Revisions 
 Medical Marijuana Collective Gardens 

 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION  

1. Cost and need for an overwater survey. 
 
BUILDING / FIRE SAFETY / EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
Building / Fire Safety Director Dick Bower gave an overview of the 2012 Budget. 
 

 Capital: New computer for Permit Tech 
 Staffing Adjustment: Keep temporary building inspector in 2012 and revisit the workload. 
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DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION  
1. The increase in inspections numbers verses the number of permits due to large projects. 

 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Chief Davis gave a brief overview of the 2012 Capital Outlay. 
 

 Radio system if Proposition #1 fails. 
 Upgrade to mobile data computers in vehicles 

 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION  

1. Financing of take-home vehicles. 
2. Replacement begins in 2014. 
3. Model Lakewood’s replacement policy 
4. Equipment replacement fund in place 
5. Vehicle maintenance done by city crew 

 
BUDGET RESERVES 
David Rodenbach gave an overview. 
 

 Transfer funds from Civic Center to Strategic Reserve to clarify intent. 
 Develop policy on how you want to pay back 
 Money will be moved and adjustments made to 2012 Budget 

 
DEBT SERVICE 
David Rodenbach gave an overview. 
 

 $140,000 left from LID No. 97-1 that will remain in fund 
 
PUBLIC ART 
Rob Karlinsey presented the overview. 
 

 Public Art Project - $44,000 grant for Eddon Boat Beach granite sculpture 
 GHAC recommendation for city contribution towards Maritime Pier Sculpture 

 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION 

1. No formal request came forward from the GHAC so budget to be reduced back to the 
$44,000 grant. 

 
Rob Karlinsey asked for Council to consider a request from Peninsula School District for $2500 
to support of the KGHP Radio station. 
 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION 

1. It’s an educational program 
2. Not a large amount 
3. Radio station can promote city events 
4. Promotes the school district and economic health of the community 
5. License at risk of loss 
6. Others are participating 
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Rob then asked for Council consideration for the request from Gig Harbor Wildwatch for $2000 
in support. 
 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION 

1. It’s an educational program that enhanced the community 
2. Give the funds to the parks department to decide 
3. Program helps the city’s NPDES requirements 

 
Rob Karlinsey handed out a citizen request for more pedestrian / bicycle travel room at the 
Peacock / Borgen Blvd. roundabout. 
 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION 

1. Difficulty in obtaining right of way when constructed 
2. ADA access 
3. No problem driving through there 

 
There were no further comments; the worksession adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 
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DATE: November 8, 2011 
TIME: 5:30 p.m. 
LOCATION: Community Rooms A & B 
SCRIBE: Molly Towslee, City Clerk 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Hunter, Councilmembers Kadzik, Payne, Malich,  
 Young and Ekberg.  
STAFF PRESENT:  Rob Karlinsey, David Rodenbach, Barb Tilotta, Laureen Lund, Steve  
 Misiurak, Emily Appleton, Jeff Langhelm, Marco Malich, Darrell 

Winans, and Molly Towslee.   
 

 INTRODUCTION 
After roll call, Rob Karlinsey asked staff to begin. 

MARKETING 
Marketing Director Laureen Lund said that the 2012 Budget was as tight as 2011. 

 Update marketing video 
 Reserve fund in good shape 
 2015 U.S. Open – a request to use the reserve fund will be forthcoming 

 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION  

1. Web cams; no money in the budget to proceed. GH Inn okay to put on building 
2. Shop Local program.  
3. Admin budget will be amended to remove support for Shop Local program. Dollars may be 

leveraged as the year progresses. 
4. Move forward with low-cost alternatives.  

 
PUBLIC WORKS 
Rob Karlinsey explained that the extensive 2012 capital projects list is the reason for the request for 
temporary staff adjustments. These will all be re-evaluated at the end of one year. He explained that if the 
staffing adjustments are not approved, the projects with strike-through will not be accomplished in 2012. 
He then explained that there are several projects that he is recommending be postponed until 2013 
shown on the blue sheet as strike-through. 
 
Engineering: 

 Senior Engineer – increase current from .55 to 1.0 
 Temporary Community Development Assistant .55 
 Temporary Senior Project Engineer 1.0 

 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION 

1. Roundabout Gap Metering – postpone until 2013. 
2. Non-Motorized Facilities Plan Update – move closer to mandatory comp plan update. 
3. Make sure temporary status of staff adjustments is made clear in hiring process. 

 
PARKS Marco Malich gave an overview of the 2012 Parks Objectives and Capital. 
 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION  

GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL 
BUDGET WORKSESSION MINUTES 

______________________________________________________________________________________
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1. Community Arts Program - placeholder only. 
2. Wilkinson Farm Park Tree Removal. 
3. Wilkinson Farm House electrical system – bring up to useable condition. 
4. Wilkinson Farm House / Barn – needs caretaker due to increased traffic on Cushman Trail. 
5. Tennis Courts 
6. Rohwer House demo. Redo electrical in remaining outbuildings to use for off-season storage. 
7. Roof cleaning for rental properties. 
8. Request for new dump truck / sander to fill in during snow events. No CDL required to drive. 
9. Seasonal Hire to keep up with parks maintenance & flagging. These positions are being 

negotiated with the guild so only included as a placeholder. 
10. Construction Inspector vehicle. 

a) Refurbish verses new 
b) 2001 Tahoe not eco-friendly 
c) More information on Lakewood model requested 
d) Add more to budget and explore options for a new vehicle 

 
PARKS CAPITAL 

 Jerisich Dock Plaza 
 Jerisich Dock Extension - piles and another float, better pump-out 
 Skansie House – new electrical, some plumbing and some structural repairs. 
 Eddon Boat Park – beach water access 
 Crescent Creek Park – play structure 
 Wilkinson Farm Park Trail System Plan 
 Maritime Pier Restroom 
 Harbor Hill Park design and engineering 
 Cushman Trail Phase 3 design, permitting and construction. Amend budget to remove reference 

to HBZ funding 
 NEPA for Cushman Trail / McCormick Creek Plat Connection 
 Public Works Maintenance Facility – design and permitting 

 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION  

1. Use for Skansie Front Room 
2. Eddon Boat Park – Parks Commission wants it to be more ADA accessible to restroom and 

house 
3. Pin pile Bridge at Cushman Trail – if you change design you have to re-design and re-permit 
4. Cushman Trail grant – is it worth ½ million in matching funds that could be better used 

elsewhere? 
5. Need to think more strategically with grant applications. It’s the reason for the strategic fund, but 

we still have to be careful. 
6. Go for pre-engineered building for Public Works Maintenance Facility 
7. WWTP Fund should contribute towards design of the PW Maintenance Facility 
8. Need to move forward on Bujacich Road Lift Station? 

 
STREET OPERATING Steve Misiurak presented: 

 Pavement markings 
 Street sign reflectivity 
 2012 pavement maintenance and repair (HBZ vs. non-HBZ) 
 Street trees and sidewalk replacement 
 City-wide illumination plan 
 Speed limit evaluations 
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DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION  
1. Sunnybrae neighborhood to be closed off with berm 
2. Master plan for vegetation? No, but species are in the public works standards. 

 
STREET CAPITAL 

 56th Street/Pt. Fosdick sidewalk and roadway improvements – two pending grant applications. 
 Harborview Dr / Pioneer – demo and flat work to be done in-house (for clock) 
 Harbor Hill Drive Extension – HBZ dollars. Multi-year project with an $800,000 placeholder until 

scope of work completed 
 SR16 Burnham Interchange Roundabout GAP Metering moved to 2013 

 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION  

1. 56th Street Project – how old?  2003. May have to revisit some design work. 
 
WATER OPERATING  Marco Malich presented: 

 Annual water meter replacement and testing 
 Grandview water tanks painting a darker green 
 Shurgard tank – seismically retrofit  
 Water valve addition at Hollycroft / Olympic 
 Abandon asbestos concrete pipe on Stinson 
 Well #8 wiring upgrades and building removal 
 Woodworth water tank removal 
 Emergency Management Services 
 Upgrade of SCADA monitoring system 

 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION  

1. Call Councilmembers when using the “insert-a-valve” system at Hollycroft 
2. Look into option for someone to buy the Woodworth tank when removed 
3. What to do with property when tank removed? Pocket park 

 
WATER CAPITAL 

 Deep aquifer well development 
 Water rights annual advocate / permitting 
 Reuse and reclaimed water – phase 2 
 Asbestos cement water main replacement 

 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION  

1. Strategies for Well 1 – alternate with others 
2. How much spent on water rights attorney and what tasks were done 
3. Reclaimed water: mechanics of plant near Gig Harbor North 
4. Did waterline replacement on Pioneer help water quality downtown? 

 
WASTEWATER OPERATING WWTP Supervisor Darrell Winans presented: 
 

 Soundview Manhole repair 
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WASTEWATER CAPTIAL Steve Misiurak presented: 
 Lift Station No. 6 replacement 
 Lift Station No. 4 replacement 
 Bujacich Lift Station 
 WWTP Phase 2 
 56th / Pt. Fosdick Sewer Replacement 

 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION 

1. Avoid construction at Jerisich during summer months 
2. Estimated cost to purchase right-of-way for Station 6 
3. Design issues and options for Station 4.  
4. Design includes showers or laundry at Jerisich? 

a) Internal plumbing included but not in design 
b) Cost verses benefit 
c) Encourages live-a-boards 
d) Dock not designed as a full-service facility 
e) Size doesn’t warrant 

5. Why doesn’t city have a standard for lift station design. 
a) There are standards but each lift station is unique: volume, basin, etc. 

6. Sewer rates – no planned increases for 2013 and beyond 
 
STORMWATER OPERATING 

 NPDES  Phase 2 permitting – more requirements to meet in 2013 
  Quail Run storm water facility 
 Stormwater outfalls maintenance 

 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION 

1. Land use code to allow for low-impact development : GAP Analysis will help with guidelines to 
adopt. 

 
STORMWATER CAPTIAL 

 Donkey Creek improvement project 
 38th Avenue culvert improvements 
 WWTP Cross Culvert Replacement 

 
 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION 

1. Location of cross  culvert, for cleaning purposes and flow diversion of creek. 
 

 
Rob Karlinsey asked for Council direction on several community requests: 
 
Peninsula School District for $2500 to support of the KGHP Radio station. 
 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION 

1. Add to Budget. 
 
Gig Harbor Wildwatch for $2000 in support. 
 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION 

1. It brings people downtown 
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2. City hasn’t done it for others 
3. Phenomenal program with unique features 
4. Cool, freaky stuff 
5. NPDES Education component 
6. Should the money be given to the parks department to enhance the concert series 

instead? Concert series already funded by sponsors 
7. Add to 2012 Budget 

 
Peacock Traffic Circle. 
 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION 
City Administrator to let citizen know the challenges and if they can be overcome, it would be 
brought forward in 2013. 
 
There were no further comments; the worksession adjourned at 7:48 p.m. 
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