
 

 

 
Gig Harbor 

City Council Meeting 
 
 

December 12, 2011 
 5:30 p.m. 



AMENDED AGENDA FOR 
GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
Monday, December 12, 2011 – 5:30 p.m.  

CALL TO ORDER: 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Approval of the Minutes of City Council Meeting of Nov. 14, 2011. 
2. Liquor License Action: a) Special Occasion – Homestead Group Home; b) Application – 

Moctezuma’s. 
3. Receive and File: Budget Worksession II Nov. 8, 2011 – Amended Minutes. 
4. Resolution No. 885 - Surplus Property. 
5. Lobbying Services Contracts. 
6. Water Rights Assistance – Agreement for Attorney Services/Tom Mortimer. 
7. Financial Management Software Upgrade Agreement. 
8. Resolution - Fee Schedule Update for 2012. 
9. Amendments to Maritime Pier Restroom Contribution Agreements – Sunshine LLC and Dylan 

Enterprises (Tides Tavern). 
10. GHPD - Consultant Services Contract / Pendleton Consulting, LLC. 
11. Point Fosdick Drive/56th Street Improvement Project – Ratification of Transportation 

Improvement Board (TIB) Grant Agreement. 
12. Point Fosdick Drive/56th Street Improvement Project – Consultant Service Contract/David Evans 

and Associates, Inc. 
13. Playground Design Services Agreement – Shane’s Inspiration. 
14. Agreement for Phone System and Broadband Services. 
15. Approval of Payment of Bills for Nov. 28, 2011: Checks #68446 through #68559 in the amount 

of $827,609.08. 
16. Approval of Payroll for the month of November: Checks #6371 though #6390 in the amount of 

$306,359.53. 
 

PRESENTATIONS:    
1. Recognition of Service - Councilmembers Conan and Franich. 
2. Tacoma Pierce County Tourism Professional of the Year – Laureen Lund. 

 
OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Second Reading of Ordinance – Performance Based Height Exceptions for Private Schools. 
 

NEW BUSINESS:    
1. Public Hearing and Resolution – Six -Year Transportation Improvement Program. 
2. Planning Commission Work Program – Revised. 

 
STAFF REPORT:  

1. Planning and Building Committee Update. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT / COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 

1. Operations Committee: Thu. Dec 15th at 3:00 p.m. 
2. Finance / Safety Committee: Mon. Dec 19th at 4:00 p.m. 
3. No second Council Meeting in December. 
4. Civic Center closed Mon. December 26th in observance of Christmas. 
5. Civic Center closed Mon. Jan 2nd in observance of New Years. 

  
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  For the purpose of discussing pending Guild Negotiations per RCW 
42.30.140(4)(a), and property acquisition per RCW 42.30.110(1)(b). 
 
ADJOURN: 
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MINUTES OF GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL MEETING – NOVEMBER 28, 2011 
 

PRESENT:   Councilmembers Young, Franich, Conan, Malich, Payne, and Mayor 
Chuck Hunter. Councilmembers Ekberg and Kadzik were absent. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 5:30 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
1. Approval of the Minutes of City Council Meeting of Nov. 14, 2011.  
2. Receive and File: Minutes of Budget Worksessions – Nov. 7th and 8th, 2011. 
3. Resolution – Cooperative Purchasing.    
4. Memorandum of Understanding – Gig Harbor Historical Museum. 
5. Amendment to City Attorney Contract. 
6. Approval of Payment of Bills for Nov. 28, 2011: Checks #68351 through #68445 in 

the amount of $461,047.79. 
 

 MOTION: Move to adopt the Consent Agenda as presented. 
 Conan / Young – unanimously approved. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Final Public Hearing and Second Reading of Ordinance – 2012 Proposed 
Budget. Finance Director David Rodenbach gave an overview the 2012 Budget. He 
explained that no changes had been made since the last reading. 

 
Mayor Hunter opened the public hearing at 5:32 p.m.   No one came forward to speak 
and the hearing closed.   

 
 MOTION:  Move to adopt Ordinance No. 1227 as presented. 
  Payne / Conan - unanimously approved. 
 

2. Public Hearing and Second Reading of Ordinance – 2011 Budget Amendment. 
Finance Director David Rodenbach presented the background information for 
amendments to the general fund, the street operating fund, and the street capital fund 
prior to year end. 
 
Mayor Hunter opened the public hearing at 5:38 p.m.   No one came forward to speak 
and the hearing closed.   

 
 MOTION:  Move to adopt Ordinance No. 1228 as presented. 
  Young / Malich - unanimously approved. 
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NEW BUSINESS:    
1. Public Hearing and First Reading of Ordinance – Performance Based Height 

Exceptions for Private Schools.  Senior Planner Jennifer Kester presented the 
background on this zoning code text amendment to include private primary and 
secondary schools to be eligible for performance-based height exceptions for 
gymnasiums and performing arts related facilities. 
 
Councilmember Malich masked if he needed to recuse himself as a member of St. 
Nicholas Church. City Attorney Angela Belbeck explained that this is a legislative issue 
and recusal would not be required. 

 
Mayor Hunter opened the public hearing at 5:43 p.m. 
 
Eileen McCain.  Ms. McCain said she is a St. Nicholas parishioner, has two children in 
their school, and is helping St. Nicholas in her capacity as a land use attorney. Ms. 
McCain explained that St. Nicholas is asking for the same consideration that public 
schools receive. She passed out proof of the school’s state accreditation as a private 
school. She mentioned an understanding of the impact on the surrounding 
neighborhoods; the reason they have met with the Greyhawk Neighborhood Association 
and invited them to participate. 
 
Councilmember Young asked if consideration would be given to take the additional step 
to have the school property re-zoned to P-I in order to leave some legislative control to 
where this could occur. 
 
Ms. McCain responded that a private school could never meet the definition of a public 
institution. Limiting the condition to state accredited schools was the solution to 
preventing others from applying. She added that they will still have performance 
standards that will need to go before the Hearing Examiner. 
 
Ken Montgomery – 7777 Greyhawk.  Mr. Montgomery said that his yard backs up to the 
church and made three points: 1) This exception is within the historic boundary area 
which was in place before the school or Greyhawk neighborhood; 2) The homeowners 
will have to endure increased noise from a gymnasium in their backyards; and 3) If 
allowed, it will lower their property values. 
 
Ken Wheeler – 7733 Greyhawk.  Mr. Wheeler said his property abuts the school 
ground. He said that the children are great, polite and are great neighbors. He 
suggested that they consider a design that placed the first floor below grade to minimize 
the appearance and affect of such a massive structure. He said this might cost more 
than the budget, but they wouldn’t have to change the height restrictions. 
 
Jim Eva – 7855 Greyhawk.  Mr. Eva said that a number of his concerns have been 
mentioned. He commented that Greyhawk residents would be more amenable to the 
project if they had an idea of the plan; where it will be located and what it looks like. He 
agreed that it’s important to get the height restriction exemption before they design the 
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project. He said he knows if the project is built, their property values will decrease due 
to blocked view, increased noise, and parking overflow. 
 
Robert Pohl – 7827 Greyhawk.  Mr. Pohl said his house is located next to the 
community hall, one of the possible locations of the new gym. He said he measured the 
distance from the community hall to his property which is 8’5”. If they change the 
structure it will be detrimental to his property value, and he would oppose this. 
 
Eileen McCain responded that this is a legislative amendment not associated with a site 
specific project and they need the amendment before they can determine a location.  
She clarified that the church has been here for close to 100 years but is not located in 
the historic district.  She said that one site being considered is the existing parish hall, 
which is why the Greyhawk neighbors have been included in the discussions. She said 
that city code requires modulation which would prevent a large, brick wall facing 
anyone’s yard. In addition, there are several ways to go below grade and the sloping 
property may allow the project to be built without blocking anyone’s view. One reason 
they’ve hired BLRB Architect’s is that they know city code but until they know the 
parameters, nothing can be designed. The Greyhawk neighborhood will be part of the 
planning and design phase when it goes through the performance design phase. 
 
Councilmember Malich asked the height of the current church and whether the gym 
needs to be adjacent to the church. Ms. McCain didn’t know, but said it was once 
constructed to be used as a gym in the future, but now it isn’t suitable. Instead the 
parish hall would be turned into a gymnasium / multi-purpose facility. She said that the 
noise would be contained within the gym. She talked about locating the gym close to the 
school because of inclement weather, and consideration for the elderly and young 
children. 
 
Mayor Hunter suggested some sort of schematic to make the neighbors feel better. 
 
Councilmember Franich voiced concern that this ordinance affects more than just this 
one site.  
 
Carol Eva – 7855 Greyhawk.  Ms. Eva voiced appreciation for being included in the 
process. She brought up several points: 1) they were told the structure could be up to 
36’ right up against their back yard; 2) currently there are AA meetings in the parish hall 
with lots of motorcycle, auto, and talking noise until 9:30 at night. A gym would have 
evening events that would increase the noise; 3) there are currently two small driveways 
into the front of the church and it would be difficult to accommodate the increased traffic. 
 
There were no further comments and Mayor Hunter closed the public hearing at 6:16 
p.m.  Ms. Kester responded to several Council questions regarding the proposed 
amendment and project. This will return at the next meeting for a second reading. 
 

2. Appointment of a City Representative for the Public Transportation Improvement 
Conference. City Administrator Rob Karlinsey introduced this request to appoint an 
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elected to represent the city at the upcoming December conference to consider 
revisions to the Pierce Transit Boundaries. 
  
Peninsula Transit’s Public Information Officer, Lars Erickson, answered questions on 
the upcoming meeting. He then asked Pierce Transit’s Legal Counsel, Tom Wolfendale, 
to explain the expectations for the first meeting of the PTIC. Both he and Mr. Erickson 
answered Council questions regarding the PTIC. 
 
Councilmembers discussed who would like to act as the city’s representative. Both 
Councilmember Malich and Young indicated an interest. Councilmember Young 
commented that he interacts with many of the same representatives on the PCRC. 
 
 MOTION: Move to nominate Councilmember Derek Young to represent the 

city at the Public Transportation Improvement Conference. 
  Conan / Payne – unanimously approved. 

 
STAFF REPORT:   

1. Flood Control Zone District Presentation by Pierce County: Council direction 
needed.  City Administrator Rob Karlinsey explained that Executive McCarthy and 
Pierce County Councilmember McDonald would like to speak to Council on the flood 
district and asked to be scheduled for the December 12th meeting. Councilmember 
Fleming cannot attend this meeting and has proposed postponing the presentation until 
January 9th or 23rd.  
 
After discussing the time constraints, Councilmembers concurred that they would prefer 
to have Councilmember Fleming and the new City Councilmembers present at this 
discussion.  Mr. Karlinsey was directed to try and schedule the discussion at the first 
meeting in January. 

 
2. Pierce Conservation District $5 Assessment.  Rob Karlinsey explained that 

Council re-authorized the $5 per parcel property tax assessment on November 14th. 
Later, the city received notice from Pierce County that they would be holding a public 
hearing on December 6th regarding the assessment as well. He said that there seems 
to be some confusion on who has the authority to administer the funds and so he has 
asked Angela Belbeck to look into it. He will report back with an answer. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Peter Stanley – Tides Tavern, PO Box 208, Gig Harbor.  Mr. Stanley commented on the 
new city parking lot adjacent to the Tides, praising the efforts of city staff George 
Flanigan and Marcos McGraw for the superb job of handling the project. He thanked the 
city for going out of the way to minimize impact on the restaurant during construction. 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT / COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
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Councilmember said that the new formatting of the council packet it made it hard to 
navigate. City Administrator Karlinsey explained that staff is trying out a new program to 
streamline the process and it’s still a work in progress. 
 
Councilmember Young presented an update on actions taken by the AWC Legislative 
Committee. He said that the letter to the Governor from Washington Mayors regarding 
revenue cuts was countered with a proposal to give up 30 million in storm-water grant 
programs and an additional 35% in liquor tax distribution for close to 70 million in 
reductions. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 
Planning/Building Committee: Mon. Dec 5th at 5:15 p.m. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: For the purpose of discussing pending or potential litigation per 
RCW 42.30.110(1)(i), and Guild Negotiations per RCW 42.30.140(4)(a). 
 
MOTION: Move to adjourn to Executive Session at 7:03 p.m. for approximately 35 

minutes For the purpose of discussing pending litigation per RCW 
42.30.110(1)(i), and Guild Negotiations per RCW 42.30.140(4)(a). 

 Payne / Conan – unanimously approved. 
 
MOTION: Move to return to regular session at 7:43 p.m. 
 Payne / Malich - unanimously approved. 
 
MOTION: Move to adjourn. 
 Payne / Franich – two voted in favor. Councilmembers Young, Malich and 

Conan voted no. The motion failed. 
 
MOTION: Move to authorize the Mayor to sign the settlement agreement with Hood 

Canal Settlement Enhancement. 
 Young / Conan -  
 
Roll call vote:  Young - yes; Franich - yes; Conan - yes; Malich - no; Payne – no.  The 

motion carries three to two. 
 
ADJOURN: 
 
MOTION:  Move to adjourn at 7:43 p.m. 

  Young / Conan – unanimously approved. 

      CD recorder utilized:  Tracks 1002 – 1025 
                                                                                 
                                                                                                                          
Chuck Hunter, Mayor    Molly Towslee, City Clerk 
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DATE: November 8, 2011 
TIME: 5:30 p.m. 
LOCATION: Community Rooms A & B 
SCRIBE: Molly Towslee, City Clerk 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Hunter, Councilmembers Kadzik, Payne, Malich,  
 Young and Ekberg.  
STAFF PRESENT:  Rob Karlinsey, David Rodenbach, Barb Tilotta, Laureen Lund, Steve  
 Misiurak, Emily Appleton, Jeff Langhelm, Marco Malich, Darrell 

Winans, and Molly Towslee.   
 

 INTRODUCTION 
After roll call, Rob Karlinsey asked staff to begin. 

MARKETING 
Marketing Director Laureen Lund said that the 2012 Budget was as tight as 2011. 

 Update marketing video 
 Reserve fund in good shape 
 2015 U.S. Open – a request to use the reserve fund will be forthcoming 

 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION  

1. Last video five years old; and how it will be used. 
2. Web cams; $1,000 no money in the budget to proceed, but no time to move forward. KING TV 

not interested. GH Inn okay to put on building 
3. Shop Local program.  
4. Admin budget will be amended to remove support for Shop Local program. Dollars may be 

leveraged as the year progresses. 
5. Move forward with low-cost alternatives.  

 
PUBLIC WORKS 
Rob Karlinsey explained that the extensive 2012 capital projects list is the reason for the request for 
temporary staff adjustments. These will all be re-evaluated at the end of one year. He recommended 
explained that if the staffing adjustments are not approved, the projects with strike-through will not be 
accomplished in 2012. He then explained that there are several projects that he is recommending be 
postponed until 2013 shown on the blue sheet as strike-through. 
 
Engineering: 

 Senior Engineer – increase current from .55 to 1.0 
 Temporary Community Development Assistant .55 
 Temporary Senior Project Engineer 1.0 

 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION 

1. Roundabout Gap Metering – postpone until 2013. 
2. Non-Motorized Facilities Plan Update – move closer to mandatory 2014 comp plan update. 
3. Make sure temporary status of staff adjustments is made clear in hiring process. 

 
PARKS Marco Malich gave an overview of the 2012 Parks Objectives and Capital. 

GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL 
BUDGET WORKSESSION MINUTES 

______________________________________________________________________________________
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DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION  

1. Community Arts Program - placeholder only.  No money allocated in 2012. 
2. Wilkinson Farm Park Tree Removal. 
3. Wilkinson Farm House electrical system – bring up to useable condition. 
4. Wilkinson Farm House / Barn – needs caretaker due to increased traffic on Cushman Trail. 
5. Tennis Courts 
6. Rohwer House demo. Redo electrical in remaining outbuildings to use for off-season storage. 
7. Roof cleaning for rental properties. 
8. Request for new dump truck / sander to fill in during snow events. No CDL required to drive. 
9. Seasonal Hire to keep up with parks maintenance & flagging. These positions are being 

negotiated with the guild so only included as a placeholder proposal at this time. 
10. Construction Inspector vehicle. 

a) Refurbish verses new 
b) 2001 Tahoe not eco-friendly 
c) More information on Lakewood model requested 
d) Add more to budget and Explore options for a new vehicle instead of refurbish. 

 
PARKS CAPITAL 

 Jerisich Dock Plaza 
 Jerisich Dock Extension - piles and another float, better pump-out 
 Skansie House – new electrical, some plumbing and some structural repairs. 
 Eddon Boat Park – beach water access 
 Crescent Creek Park – play structure 
 Wilkinson Farm Park Trail System Plan 
 Maritime Pier Restroom 
 Harbor Hill Park design and engineering 
 Cushman Trail Phase 3 design, permitting and construction. Amend budget to remove reference 

to HBZ funding 
 NEPA for Cushman Trail / McCormick Creek Plat Connection 
 Public Works Maintenance Facility – design and permitting 

 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION  

1. Use for Skansie Front Room 
2. Eddon Boat Park – Parks Commission wants it to be more ADA accessible to restroom and 

house 
3. Pin pile Bridge at Cushman Trail – if you change design you have to re-design and re-permit 
4. Cushman Trail grant – is it worth ½ million in matching funds that could be better used 

elsewhere? 
5. Need to think more strategically with grant applications. It’s the reason for the strategic fund, but 

we still have to be careful. 
6. Go for pre-engineered building for Public Works Maintenance Facility 
7. WWTP Fund should contribute towards design of the PW Maintenance Facility 
8. Need to move forward on Bujacich Road Lift Station? 

 
STREET OPERATING Steve Misiurak presented: 

 Pavement markings 
 Street sign reflectivity 
 2012 pavement maintenance and repair (HBZ vs. non-HBZ) 
 Street trees and sidewalk replacement 
 City-wide illumination plan 
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 Speed limit evaluations 
 

DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION  
1. Sunnybrae neighborhood to be closed off with berm 
2. Master plan for vegetation? No, but species are in the public works standards. 

 
STREET CAPITAL 

 56th Street/Pt. Fosdick sidewalk and roadway improvements – two pending grant applications. 
 Harborview Dr / Pioneer – demo and flat work to be done in-house (for clock) 
 Harbor Hill Drive Extension – HBZ dollars. Multi-year project with an $800,000 placeholder until 

scope of work completed 
 SR16 Burnham Interchange Roundabout GAP Metering moved to 2013 

 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION  

1. Pt. Fosdick / 56th Street Project – how old?  2003. May have to revisit some design work. 
 
WATER OPERATING  Marco Malich presented: 

 Annual water meter replacement and testing 
 Grandview water tanks painting a darker green 
 Shurgard tank – seismically retrofit  
 Water valve addition at Hollycroft / Olympic.  Reduced dollar amount than shown in budget. 
 Abandon asbestos concrete pipe on Stinson 
 Well #8 wiring upgrades and building removal 
 Woodworth water tank removal 
 Emergency Management Services 
 Upgrade of SCADA monitoring system 

 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION  

1. Call Councilmembers when using the “insert-a-valve” system at Hollycroft 
2. Look into option for someone to buy the Woodworth tank when removed 
3. What to do with property when tank removed? Pocket park 

 
WATER CAPITAL 

 Deep aquifer well development 
 Water rights annual advocate / permitting 
 Reuse and reclaimed water – phase 2 
 Asbestos cement water main replacement 

 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION  

1. Strategies for Well 1 – alternate with others 
2. How much spent on water rights attorney and what tasks were done 
3. Reclaimed water: mechanics of plant near Gig Harbor North 
4. Did waterline replacement on Pioneer help water quality downtown? 

 
WASTEWATER OPERATING WWTP Supervisor Darrell Winans presented: 
 

 Soundview Manhole repair 
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WASTEWATER CAPTIAL Steve Misiurak presented: 
 Lift Station No. 6 replacement 
 Lift Station No. 4 replacement 
 Bujacich Lift Station 
 WWTP Phase 2 
 56th / Pt. Fosdick Sewer Replacement 

 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION 

1. Avoid construction at Jerisich during summer months 
2. Estimated cost to purchase right-of-way for Station 6 
3. Design issues and options for Station 4.  
4. Design includes showers or laundry at Jerisich? 

a) Internal plumbing included but not in design 
b) Cost verses benefit 
c) Encourages live-a-boards 
d) Dock not designed as a full-service facility 
e) Size doesn’t warrant 

5. Why doesn’t city have a standard for lift station design. 
a) There are standards but each lift station is unique: volume, basin, etc. 

6. Sewer rates – no planned increases for 2013 and beyond 
 
STORMWATER OPERATING 

 NPDES  Phase 2 permitting – more requirements to meet in 2013 
  Quail Run storm water facility 
 Stormwater outfalls maintenance 

 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION 

1. Land use code to allow for low-impact development : GAP Analysis will help with guidelines to 
adopt. 

 
STORMWATER CAPTIAL 

 Donkey Creek improvement project 
 38th Avenue culvert improvements 
 WWTP Cross Culvert Replacement 

 
 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION 

1. Location of cross  culvert, for cleaning purposes and flow diversion of creek. 
 

 
Rob Karlinsey asked for Council direction on several community requests: 
 
Peninsula School District for $2500 to support of the KGHP Radio station. 
 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION 

1. Add to Budget. 
 
Gig Harbor Wildwatch for $2000 in support. 
 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION 

1. It brings people downtown 
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2. City hasn’t done it for others 
3. Phenomenal program with unique features 
4. Cool, freaky stuff 
5. NPDES Education component 
6. Should the money be given to the parks department to enhance the concert series 

instead? Concert series already funded by sponsors 
7. Add to 2012 Budget 

 
Peacock Traffic Circle. 
 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION 
City Administrator to let citizen know the challenges and if they can be overcome, it would be 
brought forward in 2013. 
 
There were no further comments; the worksession adjourned at 7:48 p.m. 
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