
 

 

 
Gig Harbor 

City Council Meeting 
 
 

May 29, 2012 
 5:30 p.m. 



 
AMENDED AGENDA FOR 

GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
Tuesday, May 29, 2012 – 5:30 p.m. 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Approval of City Council Minutes May 14, 2012. 
2. Receive and File: a) Council Retreat Minutes May 11, 2012;  
3. Liquor License Action: a) Assumption: Finholm’s Grocery & Deli; b) Added 

Privilege Red Rooster Café. 
4. Appointment to Parks Commission. 
5. Correspondence / Proclamation: Pierce Transit Proposed Amendments to Bylaws. 
6. Skansie House Electrical Engineering Contract. 
7. Skansie House Mechanical Engineering Contract. 
8. Wheeler Street End Record of Survey - Consultant Services Contract/David 

Evans and Associates, Inc. 
9. Approval of Supervisors Guild Collective Bargaining Agreement. 
10. Pt. Fosdick Square (Safeway) – Termination of Obligations Relating to Outdated 

Agreements. 
11. Eddon Boat Beach – Consultant Services Contract / Grette Associates. 
12. Approval of Payment of Bills May 29, 2012: Checks #69715 through #69804 in 

the amount of $504,168.25. 
13. Approval of Payroll for May: Checks #6491 through #6505 and direct deposit 

transactions in the total amount of $324,300.58. 
 
PRESENTATIONS: 
GHPD Employee of the Year Awards 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  None scheduled. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  

1. Open Record Appeal Hearing – Appeal of SEPA Threshold Determination for 
Shoreline Master Program. 

 
STAFF REPORT:  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT / COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 

1. Planning/Building Committee: Mon. Jun 4 at 5:15 p.m. 
2. Parks Commission: Wed. Jun 6 at 5:30 p.m. 
3. Operations Committee: Thu. Jun 14 at 3:00 p.m. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  For the purpose of discussing pending litigation per RCW 
42.30.110(1)(i), and property acquisition per RCW 42.30.110(1)(b). 
 
ADJOURN: 



MINUTES OF GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL MEETING – May 14, 2012 
 

 
PRESENT:  Councilmembers Ekberg, Young, Guernsey, Perrow, Malich, Payne, and Kadzik and 
Mayor Hunter.   
 
CALL TO ORDER:  5:30 p.m. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
 MOTION: Move to amend the agenda to add the appointment of attorney Scott Snyder to 

be hearing officer in the upcoming SEPA Appeal of the Shoreline Management 
Program to New Business. 

  Ekberg / Kadzik – unanimously approved. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Approval of City Council Minutes: a) Minutes of April 23, 2012; b) Special Meeting April 30, 
2012; c) Special Meeting May 2, 2012. 

2. Receive and File: a) GHPD 1st Quarter Report; b) Downtown Planning & Visioning 
Committee minutes March 21, 2012; c) 4th Quarter Finance Report. 

3. Correspondence / Proclamations: a) Ready, Set, Go! 5210 Childhood Obesity. 
4. Liquor License Action: a) Special Occasion – GH Yacht Club Junior Sail Program; b) 

Chamber of Commerce – Maritime Gig; c) Added Privilege – Red Rooster Café; d) 
Renewals: Target, Puerto Vallarta, Round Table Pizza, Julep Nail Parlor. 

5. Summer Sounds Concert Contracts. 
6. Second Reading of Ordinance No. 1240 – Compensation for Municipal Judge. 
7. Pump Station 3A Wet Well – Construction Services Contract/HDR. 
8. Well #11 Production Well Development – First Amendment to Consultant Services Contract 

with Carollo Engineers. 
9. Donkey Creek Project - Consultant Services Contract Amendment No. 2 – Parametrix. 
10. Donkey Creek Project – Preparation of Final Plans and Specifications, Preparation of 

Bidding Documents and Final Permitting Assistance - Consultant Services Contract 
Amendment No. 3 – Parametrix. 

11. 2012 SR16 Burnham Interchange Mitigation Improvements Wetland Monitoring – 
Consultant Services Contract/DEA, Inc. 

12. Public Safety Testing Agreement Renewal. 
13. Washington State Grant for Maritime Pier Design and Construction. 
14. 2012 Traffic Model Update Contract Amendment No. 2 – David Evans & Associates. 
15. 2012 Pavement Maintenance Project - Public Works Contract and Consultant Services 

Contract Awards. 
16. Approval of Payment of Bills May 14, 2012: Checks #69577 through #69714 in the amount 

of $532,359.34. 
17. Approval of Payroll for the month of April: Checks # 6473 through #6490 in the amount of 

$360,764.07. 
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 MOTION: Move to adopt the Consent Agenda as presented. 
  Ekberg / Payne – unanimously approved. 
 
PRESENTATIONS: 
1. Ready, Set, Go! 5210 Childhood Obesity Proclamation.  Mayor Hunter presented the signed 
proclamation to Kirstin Hawkins, YMCA Communications and Outreach Instructor. She and 
Christine Butorak, Senior Health and Wellness Instructor described this program to combat 
childhood obesity.  
 
2. Gig Harbor Boat Club – Kayak Storage Presentation.  Bruce McKean, Helix Design Group 
and parent of one of the racing kayakers gave a brief introduction.  Alan Anderson, founder of the 
club and team coach, presented the club history and future plans which include a para-canoe 
program.   
 
Mr. McKean then presented the basic concept for the proposed storage facility that they would like 
to locate at Skansie Brothers Park.   
 
Councilmember Kadzik said he would like to make a request for the city to give staff direction to 
move forward with this project and to absorb as many fees as possible. 
 
There was discussion on the steps required to develop a policy for private organizations building 
on city property and appropriate placement of structures.   Council directed staff to work with the 
city attorney to work out the licensing and liability issues, and to ask the Parks Commission for an 
appropriate policy. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  None scheduled. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:    
1. Washington State Heritage Grant for Eddon Boat.  Mayor Hunter explained that the city has 
the opportunity to apply for a Washington State Heritage Capital Grant for the reconstruction of 
the Eddon Boat Marine Railway which would require a $60,000 cash contribution from the city. 
There is $175,500 budgeted in 2012 for Eddon Park improvements that could be used for this 
purpose.  
 
Councilmember Ekberg disclosed that his company carries the insurance for Gig Harbor 
BoatShop, but said he didn’t feel this was a conflict. 
 
 MOTION: Move to go forward and apply for the grant with the understanding that if 

requires a $60,000 commitment from the city. 
  Young / Malich – unanimously approved. 

 
2. Appointment of Attorney Scott Snyder as hearing officer in the upcoming appeal. City 

Administrator Denny Richards explained that Angela Belbeck would be representing the staff 
members during the upcoming appeal which means the Mayor and Council would need separate 
legal representation. 
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MOTION: Move to appoint W. Scott Snyder as hearing officer in the Frisbie appeal. The 
hearing officer is authorized to conduct the hearing and any required 
prehearing procedures, and make rulings on evidentiary and procedural 
matters. The Gig Harbor City Council expressly reserves its final decision-
making authority and the right to overrule any ruling of the hearing officer to 
exclude any evidence the City Council deems relevant and material. 

 Ekberg / Young – unanimously approved. 
 
STAFF REPORT:  
 
City Administrator Denny Richards reported that this is his fifth week and he has enjoyed it so for.  
He stressed that we are extremely busy and gave an overview of current construction projects. He 
said that he met with the Port of Tacoma Government Affairs representative and will meet with 
Briahna Taylor from Gordon Thomas Honeywell Government Affairs next week. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT / COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
 
Councilmember Young reported that tonight there would be a decision on the tied vote for his 
position on the Pierce Transit Board of Commissioners. He said they are headed in the direction 
of a ballot this fall as a result of the fall in revenues. 
 
Councilmember Malich gave a brief update on the Tacoma Narrows Airport Committee talks about 
the next generation of FAA controls and economic impacts of an airport on the communities. He 
said he would forward the minutes as he receives them. 
 
Councilmember Kadzik asked if the city responds to complaint letters such as the one from Ms. 
Jump regarding utility rates and Donkey Creek. Mr. Richards responded that staff attempts to 
respond to all letters and calls.  He was asked to forward a copy of any responses to 
Councilmembers. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 
1. Open House Rainier-Cascade Water Main Improvement Project: May 16th 4-6 p.m. 
2. Operations Committee: Thu. May 17th at 3:00 p.m. 
3. Civic Center closed May 28th for Memorial Day. 
4. City Council Meeting: Tues. May 29th at 5:30 p.m. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  For the purpose of discussing pending litigation per RCW 
42.30.110(1)(i) and Guild Negotiations per RCW 42.30.140(4)(a). 
 
Mayor Hunter, City Councilmembers, City Administrator Denny Richards, and City Attorney 
Angela Belbeck were in attendance. It was announced that no action was to be taken after the 
session. 
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MOTION: Move to adjourn to Executive Session at 6:10 p.m. for approximately 15 
minutes for the purpose of discussing pending litigation per RCW 
42.30.110(1)(i) and Guild Negotiations per RCW 42.30.140(4)(a).  

 Payne / Perrow – unanimously approved. 
 

At 6:28, Mayor Hunter returned to the Council Chambers and announced the need to extend 
the Executive Session for another ten minutes. 
  

MOTION: Move to return to regular session at 6:42 p.m. 
 Payne / Kadzik – unanimously approved.  

  
ADJOURN: 
 
 MOTION:  Move to adjourn at 6:42 p.m. 
  Payne / Kadzik – unanimously approved. 
 

      CD recorder utilized:  Tracks 1002 – 1016 

                                                                                 
                                                                                                                          
Charles L. Hunter, Mayor    Molly Towslee, City Clerk 
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Gig Harbor City Council Retreat 
May 11, 2011, 8:30 a.m. 
Community Room A/B 

Call to order: 8:35 a.m. 
 
Members Present:  Mayor Hunter and City Councilmembers Malich, Perrow, Kadzik, Ekberg, Guernsey, and Young. 
Councilmember Payne joined the meeting at 8:45 a.m.   
Staff Present:  Denny Richards, Mike Davis, Bill Colberg, Steve Misiurak, Jeff Langhelm, Emily Appleton, Paul Rice, David 
Rodenbach, Tom Dolan, Peter Katich, Jennifer Kester, Barbara Tilotta, Marco Malich, Darrell Winans, Stacy Colberg, and Molly 
Towslee. 
 
After roll call, Mayor Hunter began the meeting with the first agenda item.  
 
The group went through the agenda discussing the following: 
 

Administration / Finance / Tourism 
 

1. Donkey Creek Funding:  David Rodenbach gave an overview of funding options. Council discussed the option to 
draw from several funds and HBZ money and at what percentage.  
 
Recommendation:  Go ahead utilizing the available funding sources discussed. Any funding shortage would come from 
the Civic Center Debt Reserve Fund with payment addressed during each budget period, and HBZ funds, the amount to 
be determined after the bid documents are finalized to determine what portion of the project can be allocated to 
transportation improvements.  

 
2. Salary Commission:  Council and staff discussed moving forward with this independent review and 

recommendation for Council and Mayor’s salaries that was put on hold during the 2008 recession. 
 

Recommendation:  Direct the Salary Commission to move forward for a recommendation for the 2013 Budget. 
 

3. Public Works Director Position:  Denny Richards explained the need and efficiencies of having a Public Works 
Director. He said that he is confident he could perform a successful search to fill the position without using “headhunter” 
services. 
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There was also discussion on the need for a Human Resource person and Park Lead position. Denny explained that the 
HR person most likely wouldn’t need to be full-time and that the Parks duties would fall to the Public Works Director. 
Mayor Hunter spoke to the need for more Public Works staff due to the addition of the new parks and annexation of 
streets. 

 
Recommendation:  Council requested a job description for the Public Works Director and what duties the position 

would free up with current staff to be considered during the 2013 Budget process. They also requested a breakdown of 
what the personnel attorney has been paid the past five years, and the job responsibilities of an HR position. They 
directed staff to put the HR position on a “wish list” for budget discussions. 

 
4. Withdrawal from the Tourism Promotion Area:  Councilmember Young presented the background information on 

the perceived lack of effectiveness of the city’s participation in the Tourism Promotion Area and the request by the LTAC 
member Ken Braaten to start the process to ask the County Council to be released from the area. He also spoke to a 
request by the LTAC to ask for additional support for the Sports Commission. 

 
Recommendation:  Begin the discussion to withdraw. 
 

Planning 
 

1. Text Amendment Priority List.  Tom Dolan introduced the list as informational only. 
 

2. Shoreline Master Program Status.  Tom Dolan explained that one appeal of the SEPA has been received with the 
hearing scheduled for May 29th. He explained the need for separate legal counsel for both staff and council.  There was 
discussion on the items in which Council acts in a quasi-judicial manner and moving towards getting away from this 
function.  Councilmembers were reminded not to discuss the SMP update with the public due to the appeal. 

 
3. Downtown Planning / Vision Committee Status.  Councilmember Guernsey gave an update report on what has 

been accomplished to date and where the process is headed. She stressed that this isn’t just a “city vision” but includes 
all groups as we move forward. She described the model project being headed by members of the DRB involving several 
high school students.  

 
Jenn Kester reported that a recent WWU Graduate would be interning with the Planning Department this summer and 
would work on the Planning/Vision Open House in September and that the Planning Commission is looking at several 
common sense amendments that will assist the visioning process. 
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4. Kayak Club Storage Building – Skansie Park.  Tom Dolan explained that he is working with legal counsel for the 

necessary process to allow a private entity to build a structure on city property.   
 
Councilmember Kadzik gave an overview of the Gig Harbor Boat Club proposal to build a structure at Skansie Brothers 
Park to house their kayaks.  He said he would like the city to absorb the permitting costs and staff time to implement this 
project.  
 
Council discussed the benefits, the support of marine activities, the challenges of private use of public property, and 
possible precedence this might set. Use of other sites was discussed. 
 
 Recommendation:  Move forward to develop a policy and to define the necessary steps to move forward for further 
consideration. A presentation to Council by the Boat Club is scheduled for May 14th. 

 
Public Works 
 

1. Traffic Impact Fees.  Emily Appleton presented the background information on the current and proposed traffic 
impact fees. She explained that a study was done in 2007 and 2008 to increase the fees, but due to the recession 
it was put on hold.  

 
 Recommendation:  Move forward to update costs projects and costs further. 

 
2. Harborview & Pioneer Intersection: Street Furniture, Concrete Work, and Minor Safety Improvements.  

Councilmember Kadzik gave an overview of the history of this project to place a clock in honor of Connie Schick at this 
intersection and how that is on hold due to the property owners’ objection to the scope.  A new location for the clock is 
being discussed and the intersection project now is scaled back to sidewalk improvements and movable furniture. 
 
Jeff Langhelm clarified that a new design replicates the pedestrian improvements planned for across the street.  
 
 Recommendation:  Move forward with bulb-out pedestrian improvements across the street only. 
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3. Pt. Fosdick / 56th Road and Sidewalk Improvements.  Denny Richards said the city will work with the businesses 
during construction.  Steve Misiurak reported that the project was awarded to Active Construction who will do their best to 
minimize the impact during the one-year project.   
 
There was discussion on utility undergrounding and additional efforts to support the businesses during the project. 
 
Councilmember Young left for another meeting at 10:45 a.m. 
 
Parks 
 

1. Eddon Boat Brick House.  Mayor Hunter explained that the city is eligible for 4th Phase Grants for improvements to 
the house in 2013. There was discussion on how to best move forward with design and it was determined the best use of 
the house would be to open it up for a community hall scenario, which also is the recommendation from the Parks 
Commission. 

 
Recommendation:  Move forward with an open design and explore a policy for using it for public and/or private functions. 

 
2. Twawelkax Trail from Cushman Trail to Harborview Drive.  Jeff Langhelm presented the recommendation from the 

Rotary Club at the June 2nd Parks Commission meeting to rename the trail due to the difficulty to pronounce Twawelkax.  
He responded to questions regarding the design of the trail. 
 
Recommendation:  Explore constructing the trail around the wetlands with the idea that it would be moved when the 
Haven of Rest property is developed and the wetland delineation is complete. 

 
3. Wheeler Street End Park Options.  Councilmember Perrow stressed that the city should claim this waterfront 

property.  After discussion a recommendation came forward. 
 
Recommendation:  Move forward with the necessary title search to determine ownership then decide how to proceed. 

 
4. KLM Veterans Park: Basketball Court and Concrete Under Shelter.  Marco Malich reported that a ½ court 

basketball court is planned for 2013 using in-house construction at an approximate cost of $15,000 - $20,000. This project 
would include hard surfaces under the shelter. 
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5. City Park at Crescent Creek Master Plan.  Councilmember Payne recommended developing a master plan for this 
park in 2013. Further discussion suggested keeping the historic and open space nature of the park, improvements to 
accessibility, acquisition of adjacent properties, conservation trails, the usefulness of an aerial photo, and additional 
restrooms up by the fields.  A concern was voiced about speeding traffic and options for slowing traffic were discussed. 

 
Recommendation:  Task the Parks Commission to develop the concept and then hire a consultant for a master plan. 

 
6. Harbor Hill Park – Use and Conceptual Design.  Council discussed how they would like to proceed with design of 

park. Because the city already has 17 acres of trails and several open space and passive parks, the concept of a multi-
use facility to serve the 2000 residents and new school that will locate in that area is what’s needed. 

 
Recommendation:  Move forward with a plan for an active park with lots amenities. 

 
7. Donkey Creek Park – Drainage.  Councilmember Perrow mentioned the problem with the standing water on the 

grass at Donkey Creek Park. Because it is a critical area, Jenn Kester explained that significant permitting would be 
needed if major changes were implemented.  Marco Malich said that they will begin by aerating the lawn, then shoot the 
grades and perhaps bring in fill to the low spots. 
 
In addition, there is concern that the maples in the park along Harborview Drive need trimmed up and the ivy needs to be 
removed from all the trees. 
 

8. Wilkinson Farm Park: 
a. Trails:  Discussion on implementing more trials to open the park more. 

 
b. Barn – Structural Improvements/Roof:  Estimate of $250,000 to fix up the barn. There are grants available, but 

at a 1:1 ratio, so the city would need to budget. There is some urgency to stabilize the barn. 
 
c. Garden Plots: Barbara Carr is the contact to find out if any plots remain available. It’s a very popular program 

and they would like to expand, but the farm property is at capacity, so they are looking outside the city. A 
suggestion was made that possible the Rowher Property on Crescent Valley Drive would be an ideal spot. 
 

d. Farm House Repairs:  Repairs are going well. Electrical repairs will include an alarm system to the barn 
because of the recent break in. 
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e. Pond:  Kae Paterson voiced an interest in getting rid of cattails, etc. to clean out the pond. Explore using this 
project to mitigate wetland requirements elsewhere.  Council and staff discussed the encroachment into the 
park by neighboring residents. Signage was recommended after the project is complete. 
 

9. Field Reservation Policy.  Councilmember Ekberg said that now the city has plenty of parks it may be time to look 
at a policy for reserving the fields.  It was discussed and agreed that some scheduling is beneficial for team practices that 
depend upon set times. It was also discussed whether or not fees should be charged, and partnering with PAA. 

 
Recommendation:  Ask the Parks Commission to look into a policy for scheduling the playfields. 

 
10. Parks Impact Fees:  Councilmember Ekberg asked whether the city should consider charging commercial 

development with Park Impact Fees.  Councilmember Payne said that the Parks Commission wants more funding to help 
with unfinished and new parks, whether through impact fees or other mechanisms. 
 
There was continued discussion on the current PIF of $1,500 per residential unit and what would be an appropriate 
increase, if any.  Tom Dolan explained that the parks impact fee study was eliminated from the PROS Plan update 
consultant service contract due to the economy.  Council addressed the appropriateness of charging commercial 
development or to explore other funding options. 
 
Recommendation:  Direct staff to get an estimate of what it would cost to do a Park Impact Fee study. 
 
Wastewater System 
 

1. Lift Station No. 4 at Jerisich Park:  Mayor Hunter asked if Council would consider holding off on construction of the 
new lift station at Jerisich and suggested an alternate plan for a short-term fix until other options could be explored. 
 
Darrel Winans gave a report on rehabilitating the current lift station. Council discussed the acquisition and placement of 
the lift station on the property across the street, as well as the design for the proposed structure at Jerisich.  
 
Tom Dolan stressed the need to vest the project under the current Shoreline Master Program. 
 
Emily Appleton passed out a drawing of the proposed structure, and Steve Misiurak responded to questions on how 
quickly the design could be prepared for an alternate location.  
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Council strongly suggested a meeting be set with the architect to sit down and discuss their concerns with the mass and 
scale of the current design. Moving forward with a maximum upgrade to the facility, i.e. more restroom stalls and a 
placeholder for showers was discussed. 
 
Jenn Kester addressed the concern with the design explaining that the Design Review Board could recommend 
embellishments to meet the historical nature of the site. Peter Katich answered questions regarding the adoption of the 
new SMP regulations. 
 
Recommendation:  Stake the location and height of the proposed structure at Jerisich and call the Councilmembers so 
they can look at the impact on the views and the park before making any decisions. 

 
2. Lift Station No. 17 on Bujacich: Steve Misiurak reported on the potential interest of the developers to participate 

in construction of a lift station on Bujacich after they found out the depth required to install sewer lines to hook up to the 
existing lines.  Jeff Langhelm explained that the concern is whether to move ahead with design now or delaying the HBZ 
funding for this project until 2013 as Council discussed earlier. 
 
There was discussion on who this benefits the most, (the developer), and the fact we are already halfway through 2012. 
 
Recommendation:  Move this project to 2013. If the developers come forward with funding now, the HBZ funds can be 
shuffled sooner. 
 

1. Replace A/C Watermains throughout city:  Jeff Langhelm reported on the two million dollar state appropriation for 
A/C watermain replacement and partnering with the Department of Health as the contract agency to receive the grant 
funds.  He said they anticipate the design in 2012 and to be under construction in 2013. He stressed that due to budget 
constraints the roadways won’t be completely overlayed where the watermains are replaced; only patching will be done.  
He said that the city has over 20,000 linear feet of A/C waterlines; the goal is to replace 4-5,000 feet a year.  The 2 million 
will replace 8,000 feet.  
 
Councilmember Payne asked that we do a better job of educating the citizens on what we are doing with their money and 
which funds are used for our projects. He suggested sending something out with the utility bills. Councilmembers 
concurred that this is a good idea. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 1:00 p.m.   Respectfully Submitted:       
                 Molly Towslee, City Clerk 
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