
 

 

 

 
City Council 

Meeting  
 

 
October 26, 2015 

 5:30 p.m. 



AGENDA 
GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL 

October 26, 2015 – Council Chambers 
 

CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL: 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Approval of City Council Minutes October 12, 2015. 
2. Liquor License Action: a) Devoted Kiss Café Application in lieu of Current Privilege;  
3. Receive and File: a) Impacts of Growth – Public Works Minutes Oct. 12, 2015; b) Public 

Works Committee Minutes Sept 14, 2015; c) Boards and Commissions Candidate 
Review Minutes Oct 19, 2015. 

4. Appointments to Arts Commission and Lodging Tax Advisory Commission.  
5. Second Reading of Ordinance No. 1326 - Special Event Filing Period. 
6. Maritime Pier Art Contract. 
7. Harborview Drive Sidewalk Project - Critical Areas Review Update – Professional 

Services Contract/Parametrix. 
8. Updating the Sewer Hydraulic Model – Professional Services Contract/HDR 

Engineering, Inc. 
9. Approval of Payment of Bills: Checks # through # in the amount of $ 

 
PRESENTATIONS: 

1. Association of the United States Army: Amy Tiemeyer, President of the Captain 
Meriwether Lewis Chapter, John Guardia, President of the Gig Harbor Subchapter, and 
Warren Zimmerman, Gig Harbor Subchapter. 

 
OLD BUSINESS:  None scheduled. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:    

1. Skansie Netshed Lease. 
2. Grandview Forest Park Tree Removal Phase 2 Project – Construction Bid Award. 

 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR / STAFF REPORT:  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT / COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 

1. Planning / Building Committee: Mon. Nov 2nd at 5:30 p.m. 
2. Public Works Committee: Mon. Nov. 9th – 4:00 p.m. 
3. Council Workstudy Session: Impacts of Growth – Police Dept.: Mon. Nov. 9th following 

the Council Meeting. 
 
ADJOURN TO WORKSTUDY SESSION: 
Impacts of Growth – Planning and Building. 
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MINUTES 
GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL 

October 12, 2015 – Council Chambers 
 

CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL: 
Mayor - Jill Guernsey: Present 
Council Member - Steven Ekberg: Present 
Council Member - Tim Payne: Present 
Council Member - Casey Arbenz: Present 
Council Member - Rahna Lovrovich: Present 
Council Member - Michael Perrow: Present 
Council Member - Paul Kadzik: Present 
Council Member - Ken Malich: Present 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Approval of City Council Minutes September 28, 2015. 
2. Correspondence / Proclamations: a) Domestic Violence Awareness Month; b)   
3. Liquor License Action: a) Added Privilege – Forza Coffee;  
4. Receive and File: a) Impacts of Growth Worksession Minutes – Sept. 28, 2015. 
5. WWTP Phase 2B – Deductive and No Cost Change Orders. 
6. WWTP Phase 2B – Professional Services Contract for Integration Scada and 

Telemetry. 
7. WWTP Phase 2B – Amendment No. 1 to Construction Support Services. 
8. Second Reading of Ordinance No. 1325 – Budget Amendment for Building 

Department Staffing. 
9. Approval of Payroll for the month of September: Checks #7575 through #7591 in 

the amount of $361,389.39. 
10. Approval of Payment of Bills: Checks #79436 through #79584 in the amount of 

$801,258.04. 
 
MOTION: Move to adopt the Consent Agenda as presented. 
  Kadzik / Malich - unanimously approved. 

 
PRESENTATIONS: 

1. Show of Appreciation to Senator Angel and Representative Young.   Mayor 
Guernsey introduced Representative Jesse Young and Senator Angel.  The Mayor 
voiced appreciation for their work for the city during this last legislative session. She 
gave an overview of the results of the session, which included one million dollars in 
state grant funding for improvements to the Ancich Waterfront Park property, significant 
funding in the transportation package, deferred payment of sales tax on the Narrows 
Bridge, a three million dollar allocation for a Highway 16 Corridor Study, and the 
restoration of state liquor revenues to the city. 

 
Senator Jan Angel stressed that it’s a team effort. She recognized the city’s lobbyist, 
Brianna Murry, and thanked everyone who came to Olympia to testify. She gave a brief 
overview of the efforts to get things through the process, and said it is an honor to work 
for the citizens. 
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Rep. Jesse Young echoed the comments by Senator Angel. He recognized Ron 
Williams and others that make up our team. He said it’s time to prioritize needs and to 
come up with innovative ideas. 

 
2. Swearing in of Sergeant Aldridge.   Chief Kelly Busey presented a brief overview 

of the accomplishments of Darius Aldridge. Mayor Guernsey performed the ceremony to 
swear him into the Sergeant’s position.  Sergeant Aldridge introduced his family. 
 

3. Proclamation – Domestic Violence Awareness Month.  Court Administrator Stacy 
Colberg talked about the traveling National Clothesline Exhibit on display in the lobby. 
She described the Domestic Violence Kiosk in the lobby, and talked about events 
scheduled in recognition of Domestic Violence Awareness Month. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  None scheduled. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:    

1. First Reading of Ordinance - Special Event Application Filing Period.  Assistant 
City Clerk Shawna Wise explained that the increase to the filing period from 30 to 60 
days would allow for a more thorough, accurate review of the application, and the 
coordination/scheduling of necessary staffing requirements.  She addressed questions. 
This will return for a second reading on Consent Agenda at the next meeting.  

 
2. Adding four sites to the Local Historic Register Listing:  

a. Resolution No. 1009 -  WPA Picnic Structure at Crescent Creek Park 
b. Resolution No. 1010 -  Wilkinson Barn 
c. Resolution No. 1011 -  Eddon Boat Residence 
d. Resolution No. 1012 -  Austin Estuary Park 

 
Senior Planner Lindsey Sehmel presented the background for these resolutions that 
would add four city-owned places/structures to the Gig Harbor Register of Historic 
Places. She answered questions. 
 
MOTION: Move to accept the recommendation from the Design Review Board to list 

City-owned places/structures on the Gig Harbor Register of historic Places 
and approved Resolution Nos. 1009, 1010, 1011, and 1012 adding the 
properties and/or structures to the Local Historic Register. 

 Payne / Lovrovich - unanimously approved. 
 

3. Resolution No. 1008 – Harbor Winds Water System Comprehensive Plan 
Technical Update.  Senior Engineer Emily Appleton explained that this amendment 
would allow the entire Harbor Winds Preliminary Plat project to reside within the city’s 
Retail Water Service Area. 
 
MOTION: Move to adopt Resolution No. 1008 to amend the Retail Water Service 

Area of the City’s Water System Plan so the entire Harbor Winds 
Preliminary Plat is within the City’s RWSA. 

 Malich / Payne – unanimously approved. 
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CITY ADMINISTRATOR / STAFF REPORT:  
 
Mid-Biennial Budget Review.   Finance Director David Rodenbach explained this 
required review includes where we are in the budget up to September, 2015.  He began 
the explanation of the numbers, and it because the figures in the PowerPoint 
presentation were too small to see clearly, he was asked to make copies of the 
presentation for Council to following along. Mayor Guernsey suggested that this be 
postponed until after the workstudy session later in the evening.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Charlee Glock-Jackson, Chair of the Gig Harbor Arts Commission invited everyone to 
the GHAC Workshop on “Making Friends with the Media” to be held tomorrow evening, 
Tuesday, October 13th at 5:30 p.m. here in the Council Chambers. Two additional 
workshops are planned to learn how to include video and social media to market your 
art or business. 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT / COUNCIL COMMENTS:   None. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 

1. Intergovernmental Affairs Committee – Tue. Oct. 20th at 4:00 p.m. 
2. Boards and Commission Candidate Review – Mon. Oct. 26th at 5:00 p.m. 
3. Council Workstudy Session: Impacts of Growth – Planning & Building – Mon. 

Oct. 26th following the Council Meeting. 
 
ADJOURN TO WORKSTUDY SESSION:   
 
Impacts of Growth – Public Works.  The meeting adjourned to the workstudy session at 
6:12 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________ ________________________________ 
Jill Guernsey, Mayor    Molly Towslee, City Clerk 
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MINUTES 
GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL WORKSTUDY SESSION 

October 12, 2015 – Council Chambers 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER:  
 
Mayor - Jill Guernsey: Present 
Council Member - Steven Ekberg: Present 
Council Member - Tim Payne: Present 
Council Member - Casey Arbenz: Present 
Council Member - Rahna Lovrovich: Present 
Council Member - Michael Perrow: Present 
Council Member - Paul Kadzik: Present 
Council Member - Ken Malich: Present 
 
 
1. Impacts of Growth – Public Works Department.   
 
Public Works Director Jeff Langhelm walked Council through the impacts of growth on 
Public Works in the Wastewater, Transportation Improvements, General Engineering, 
Operations, and Parks Departments.    
 
Council thanked the PW staff for working harder with less, and embracing technology. 
 

2. Regulatory Changes for Municipalities with Populations Beyond 10,000. 

Mr. Langhelm then presented information on the regulations facing us as the city 
expands to 10,000 or more population. 
 
At the conclusion of the Public Works presentation, the Mayor asked that the Staff 
Report on the budget be presented. 
 
Finance Director David Rodenbach presented information on the Mid-Biennium Budget 
review.      He answered Council questions. 
 
 
ADJOURN:   The workstudy session adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 
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Minutes 
Board and Commissions  

Candidate Review  
 

October 19, 2015- 5:00 p.m.      Exec. Conference Room 
 

 
 
 

Call to Order: 
Councilmember Malich 
Councilmember Kadzik 
Staff: Shawna Wise 
Councilmember Lovrovich joined the meeting at 5:08pm 
 
New Business: 
 
 

1. Arts Commission  – 1 vacancy due to a resignation 
 
New applicant:  
Elijah Bossenbroek – Mr. Bossenbroek introduced himself and shared his education 
and work experience as a piano composer.  He said he is new to the area and is 
looking forward to volunteering on a committee to become involved in his community.  
 

After the interview, Councilmembers discussed the applicant and the following motion was 
made: 
 

MOTION:  Move to appoint Elijah Bossenbroek to the Arts Commission.   
Kadzik / Lovrovich – three votes yes. 

 
     2.  Lodging Tax Advisory Commission - 1 vacancy due to a resignation 
 
 New applicant: 

Lindsey Johnson – Ms. Johnson explained her role with Harbor WildWatch and the 
Visitor Center.  She said with her community involvement she hears what visitors are 
looking for and feels her knowledge would be helpful to the Committee when 
discussing ways to benefit tourism and promote community activities.  

  
After the interview, Councilmembers discussed the applicant and the following motion was 
made: 
 

MOTION:  Move to appoint Lindsey Johnson to the Lodging Tax Advisory 
Commission.   
Kadzik / Malich – three votes yes. 

 
 

Adjourned at 5:25 p.m. 
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MINUTES 
CITY OF GIG HARBOR  

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 
Monday, September 14, 2015 – 4:00 p.m. 

Public Works Conference Room 
                                            
 

CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL: 

Council Member – Steven Ekberg: Present 
Council Member – Rahna Lovrovich: Present 
Council Member – Ken Malich: Present 
Public Works Director – Jeff Langhelm: Present 
Finance Director – Dave Rodenbach: Present 
Public Works Superintendent – Greg Foote: Present 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Supervisor – Darrell Winans: Present 
Tourism & Communications Director – Karen Scott: Present 
Senior Engineer – Emily Appleton: Present 
Senior Planner – Lindsey Sehmel: Present 
Engineering Technician – Willy Hendrickson: Present  
Executive Assistant – Maureen Whitaker: Present  
Carl Halsan, Halsan Frey 

OLD BUSINESS: 

None 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  
 

1. View Point Street Vacation / Harborview Drive - Carl Halsan, Jeff Langhelm. 
Public Works Director Jeff Langhelm introduced a request from View Point 
Development LLC to vacate a portion of right-of-way on Harborview Drive, 
adjacent to the developer’s property, which was also requested in 2011. Carl 
Halsan, the owner’s representative, explained that this request is in line with the 
new Transportation Element and the Harborview Drive Master Plan that 
encourages narrower lanes and wider sidewalks. Mr. Halsan stated that this 
right-of-way is not part of the non-user statute and the right-of-way will require to 
be purchased after an appraisal is done.   
 
The Public Works Committee was not in favor of losing right-of-way in this area 
and suggested if the developer wished to move forward, the request should go 
before full Council. 
 
Mr. Langhelm stated that the next steps would be for staff to prepare a resolution 
setting a public hearing date, accept a $500 deposit for an appraisal, and prepare 
an ordinance for the public hearing. 
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2. Skansie House Entrance Revisions – Karen Scott. 
Tourism & Communications Director Karen Scott proposed that the laurel hedge 
in front of the Skansie House be removed and the sidewalk be leveled with the 
front porch walkway to reduce a potential trip and fall hazard.  
 
Ms. Scott explained that in 2014, there were reports of swarming bees and 
yellow jackets swarming in and around the laurel hedge and was reported to the 
Public Works crew for help. Eventually the hedge became discolored and 
unsightly. Ms. Scott noted that the hedge has no historic significance to the 
house and provided a historic photo of the house showing no hedge.  
 
Mr. Scott’s second concern is the walkway to the house. She stated that in 2013, 
when the Skansie House renovation was complete, the bull-railed walkway or 
bridge to the front porch was considered temporary and still remains today.   
 
Mr. Langhelm suggested removing the hedge and as a temporary measure, 
remove the bull rail on the walkway and put in crushed rock or pavers, cover with 
beauty bark or soil to make the walkway flush with the pavement.  Mr. Langhelm 
stated that a permanent fix could be done at the same time as the Welcome 
Plaza & Lift Station 4B project. 
 
There was a discussion about vendors blocking this sidewalk area during the 
Maritime Gig and other large public events and the remedy was to not allow 
vendors to continue to block this walkway area.  
 
The Public Works Committee had no issues with Ms. Scott’s proposal and were 
in favor of moving forward with these recommendations.   
 

3. Utility Taxes – Dave Rodenbach. 
Finance Director Dave Rodenbach presented background and current 
information regarding the City’s utility tax code and revenue since established by 
ordinance in 1970. Mr. Rodenbach stated that the City’s five percent tax on 
water, sewer, and storm drainage utilities is currently generating General Fund 
revenue upwards of $300,000 annually. He further stated that the City’s five 
percent tax on phone, gas, and electric utilities is currently generating General 
Fund revenue of over $1 million annually.  Mr. Rodenbach showed a Municipal 
Utility Tax Rate Comparison with regional jurisdictions for water, sewer, and 
storm. This rate comparison should Gig Harbor as having the lowest tax of 5%, 
with Bremerton at 14%. No action was recommended by the Committee.   
 

4. Gig Harbor Arts Commission and Parks Commission Recommendation for 
Maritime Pier Art – Jeff Langhelm. 
Mr. Langhelm said that the Arts Commission made a recommendation to the 
Parks Commission for artwork to be placed near the entrance of the Maritime 
Pier. The Parks Commission voted 4-2 to accept this recommendation. This 
artwork, which stemmed from a 2014 Arts Commission “Call for Artists” originally 
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was a rowboat resting against a formation of rocks or pilings has since be revised 
to change the rowboat to a “gig” to commemorate the original boat used in the 
discovery of Gig Harbor.  The artist submitted two new renderings which 
increased the overall budget from $23,000 to $27,000 which is well under the 
budget of $50,000. 
 
Councilmember Lovrovich thought the art would be better suited at Eddon Boat 
and expressed concern about the art blocking the access by the fishermen that 
utilize the Maritime Pier as well as large delivery trucks that service the Tides 
Tavern which could block the view of the art piece.  Councilmember Ekberg did 
not have a problem with the location and added that art in the parks should be 
useable and this art allowed a place to sit.  Ultimately the Committee was in favor 
of moving this recommendation to full Council. 
 

5. Harborview Drive Master Plan Verbal Update – Jeff Langhelm, Emily Appleton, 
Lindsey Sehmel. 
Mr. Langhelm stated that there is currently $40,000 in the budge to finalize for 
adoption the 2010 draft Harborview Drive Master Plan.  Emily Appleton and 
Lindsey Sehmel said that they are analyzing the Harbor Element and making 
sure that it aligns with current codes and regulations. Ms. Appleton stated that 
the only aspects of Jerisich and Skansie Parks that they are keeping are the 
sidewalk width and patterned sidewalk. There were discussions about pedestrian 
crossing areas and the narrowing of roadways.  Councilmember Malich was not 
in favor of narrowing the roadways and Councilmember Ekberg expressed 
concern about the raised pedestrian crossing area at Pioneer and Harborview 
Drive and wanted this area clearly delineated rather that a large area where 
pedestrians could roam around.   
 

6. LED Street Lighting Upgrade Verbal Update – Estates at Gig Harbor Phase II – 
Emily Appleton. 
Ms. Appleton said that this plat was designed under the old Public Works 
Standards which called for metal halide street lighting.  Ms. Appleton explained 
that in her communications with the developer, they desired that the City pay for 
the retrofit in the amount of $1,375 for five street lights. She said that in her 
analysis, the City would recoup these costs in approximately three years. The 
retrofit costs would be paid from the current City Budget for street lighting retrofit.  
 
Ms. Appleton said that the street lights in the 72nd Street Plat and Courtyards at 
Skansie are also vested under the old Public Works Standards.  The Committee 
encouraged Ms. Appleton to move forward with these developments to work out 
an agreement to have these street lights retrofitted with LED lighting.    
 

7. Harbor Winds Water Comprehensive Plan Amendment - Emily Appleton. 
Ms. Appleton explained that the City is currently considering a technical 
amendment to the City’s Water Comprehensive Plan related to a minor revision 
of the City’s Retail Water Service Area (RWSA). She stated that the Harbor 
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Winds plat is partially in the City of Gig Harbor’s RWSA and partially in 
Washington Water’s Regional Planning Area (WWSC). Harbor Winds Plat is a 
39.4-acre residential plat consisting of 129 lots located on the east side of SR16 
south of 93rd Street NW.  Three of the five parcels comprising the Plat are located 
partially within the City’s RWSA and the other two are within Washington Water’s 
WWSC. She further explained that Washington Water Service does not have 
connections available and do not object to the City providing water services to 
this development.  
 
The City at its discretion may accommodate minor changes to the defined RWSA 
under the technical amendment process outlined in the City’s Water 
Comprehensive Plan. Decisions on technical amendments are made by City 
Council and, if approved, adopted by resolution and then forward to the 
Washington State Department of Health and Pierce County for additional review 
or approval. 
 
Ms. Appleton stated that the development has been tested in the City’s water 
model which indicates that with mitigation through SEPA, water can be provided 
to the Plat. The applicant has agreed to construct the mitigation, which includes 
constructing water system improvements to provide a redundant (looped) 
transmission line in accordance with the City’s Water Plan.   
 
The Public Works Committee expressed no objections. 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: none. 
 
COMMITTEE COMMENT:  
 

00:53:17 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 
 
ADJOURN: 

Respectively submitted by Maureen Whitaker, Executive Assistant 
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