
 

 

 

 
City Council 

Meeting  
 

 
November 9, 2015 

 5:30 p.m. 



AGENDA 
GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL 

November 9, 2015 – Council Chambers 
 

CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL: 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Approval of City Council Minutes October 26, 2015. 
2. Correspondence / Proclamations: a) Proclamation for American Indian Heritage Month.  
3. Liquor License Action: a) Renewals: Marketplace Grille, Blue Cannon Pizza Company, 

Albertson’s, Pioneer 76, Qdoba Mexican Grill, The Wine Studio, Bartell Drug Company, Tobacco 
Harbor, and Greenhouse Restaurant; b) Special Occasion Liquor License: Skansie Netshed 
Foundation. 

4. Receive and File: a) Impacts of Growth – Planning & Building Minutes Oct. 26, 2015; b) 
Intergovernmental Affairs Committee Minutes: Oct. 21, 2015; c) PW Committee Minutes: Oct. 12, 
2015. 

5. Resolution No. 1013 - Housekeeping Update to Drug and Alcohol Policy. 
6. Boating Infrastructure Grant – Grant Support Services – Professional Services Contract. 
7. Approval of Payroll for the month of October: Checks #7592 through #7606 and direct deposit 

transactions in the total amount of $574,691.60. 
8. Approval of Payment of Bills: Checks #79725 through #79824 in the amount of $755,465.19. 

 
PRESENTATIONS: 

1. Show of Appreciation to Representative Caldier. 

2. Proclamation for American Indian Heritage Month, Claudia Marston. 

3. Award Presentation to our local Police and Firefighters. 
 

OLD BUSINESS:  None scheduled. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:    

1. Public Hearing – General Fund Revenue Sources. 
2. Resolution No. 1014 - Property Tax Levy and Resolution No. 1015 - Excess Property Tax. 
3. First Reading of Ordinance – Unauthorized Recording of a Motion Picture. 

 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR / STAFF REPORT:  
Tree Update, City Administrator Ron Williams. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT / COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 

1. Civic Center closed for Veteran’s Day – Wed. Nov. 11th. 
2. Council Worksession on Impacts of Growth – Finance, Information Services, 

Communications/Tourism, Mon. Nov. 23rd following the Council Meeting. 
 
ADJOURN TO WORKSTUDY SESSION:    Impacts of Growth – Police Department. 
 
 
Americans with Disabilities (ADA) accommodations provided upon request. Those requiring special accommodations please 
contact the City Clerk at (253) 853-7613 at least 24 hours prior to the meeting.  
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MINUTES 
GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL 

October 26, 2015 – Council Chambers 
 

CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL: 
Mayor - Jill Guernsey: Present  
Council Member - Steven Ekberg: Present  
Council Member - Tim Payne: Present  
Council Member - Casey Arbenz: Present  
Council Member - Rahna Lovrovich: Present  
Council Member - Michael Perrow: Present  
Council Member - Paul Kadzik: Present  
Council Member - Ken Malich: Present  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Approval of City Council Minutes October 12, 2015.   
2. Liquor License Action: a) Devoted Kiss Café Application in lieu of Current 

Privilege.   
3. Receive and File: a) Impacts of Growth – Public Works Minutes Oct. 12, 2015;  

  b) Boards and Commissions Candidate Review Minutes Oct 19, 2015;  

c) Third Quarter Financial Report;   d) Public Works Committee Minutes 

Sept 14, 2015.  

4. Appointments to Arts Commission and Lodging Tax Advisory Commission.   

5. Second Reading of Ordinance No. 1326 - Special Event Filing Period.  

6. Maritime Pier Art Contract.   
7. Harborview Drive Sidewalk Project - Critical Areas Review Update – Professional 

Services Contract/Parametrix.   
8. Updating the Sewer Hydraulic Model – Professional Services Contract/HDR 

Engineering, Inc.  
9. Approval of Payment of Bills: Checks #79585 through #79724 in the amount of 

$679,819.05. 
 
MOTION: Move to adopt the Consent Agenda as Presented. 
  Malich/Lovrovich - unanimously approved. 
 
PRESENTATIONS: 
 
Association of the United States Army  Meriwether Lewis Chapter.  
 
Warren Zimmerman, Gig Harbor Subchapter member, gave a brief description of the 
Chamber of Commerce involvement of the AUSA and Merriweather Lewis Chapter. He 
introduced John Guardia, President of the Gig Harbor Subchapter. 
 
John Guardia presented the history of the organization and explained all the services 
they provide. 
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Amy Tiemeyer, President of the Meriweather Lewis Chapter continued to describe the 
services and programs that AUSA is involved. She encouraged everyone to become 
involved with the Gig Harbor Subchapter. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  None scheduled. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:    

1. Skansie Netshed Lease.    Councilmember Ekberg disclosed that his firm 
provides insurance coverage for the Skansie Netshed Foundation, but it would not 
affect his ability to make a decision. 

 
City Administrator Ron Williams presented this lease that would allow the Skansie 
Netshed Foundation to complete the restoration of the Netshed and to lease the 
building to provide programming to pursue the interpretation of historic and 
contemporary commercial fishing family cultural heritage.  
 
Councilmember Lovrovich announced that as a member of the Board of the Skansie 
Netshed Foundations, she would be abstaining from the vote. 
 
MOTION: Move to approve and authorize the Mayor to execute a lease with the 

Skansie NetShed Foundation to conduct certain programs and to 
complete a grant for the Skansie Netshed. 

  Payne / Perrow - unanimously approved. 
 

2. Grandview Forest Park Tree Removal Phase 2 Project – Construction Bid Award. 

    Project Engineer Marcos McGraw presented this contract for the removal of two 
diseased trees within the Grandview Forest Park and two with the Skate Park.  He 
addressed questions. 
 
MOTION: Move to approve a Small Public Works Contract with Woodland Industries 

GC, Inc. in the amount of $5,414.15 for tree removal. 
Payne / Arbenz - unanimously approved. 

 
MOTION: Move to authorize the Public Works Superintendent to approve additional 

expenditures up to $2,000 to cover any cost increases. 
  Payne / Arbenz - unanimously approved. 
  
CITY ADMINISTRATOR / STAFF REPORT:  

Pierce County Trails Outstanding Project Award – The Cushman Trail.   
City Administrator Ron Williams explained that this award from ForeverGreen Trails 
Council was awarded for significant accomplishment made to further the vision of a 
regional trail system in Pierce County. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
Tim Geringer – 3410 48th St. Ct. NW.  Mr. Geringer thanked Council for prioritization of 
the sidewalk project on 38th. He said he understands that it will take phases and time 
but he is confident it will get done.  
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MAYOR’S REPORT / COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
 
Mayor Guernsey announced she was in Washington D.C. this past week and took a gift 
from the Gig Harbor Candy Company for the Republic of Croatia Ambassadors, the 
Embassy, and his staff. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 

1. Planning / Building Committee: Mon. Nov 2nd at 5:30 p.m. 
2. Public Works Committee: Mon. Nov. 9th – 4:00 p.m. 
3. Council Workstudy Session: Impacts of Growth – Police Dept.: Mon. Nov. 9th 

following the Council Meeting. 
 
ADJOURN TO WORKSTUDY SESSION:    
 
Impacts of Growth – Planning and Building.  The meeting adjourned to the workstudy 
session at 5:52 p.m.  
  

  

  

  

  

_________________________________  ________________________________  
Jill Guernsey, Mayor        Molly Towslee, City Clerk  
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PROCLAMATION OF THE MAYOR 

OF THE CITY OF GIG HARBOR 
 

 
WHEREAS, the history and culture of our great nation have been 
significantly influenced by American Indians and indigenous peoples; and 
 
WHEREAS, the contributions of American Indians have enhanced the 
freedom, prosperity, and greatness of America today; and  
 
WHEREAS, their customs and traditions are respected and celebrated as 
part of a rich legacy throughout the United States; and 
 
WHEREAS, Native American Awareness Week began in 1976 and 
recognition was expanded by Congress and approved by President George 
Bush in August 1990, designating the month of November as National 
American Indian Heritage Month; and 
 
WHEREAS, in honor of National American Indian Heritage Month, 
community celebrations as well as numerous cultural, artistic, educational 
and historical activities have been planned; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Jill Guernsey, Mayor of the City of Gig Harbor, do 
proclaim the month of November, as  
 
 

NATIONAL AMERICAN INDIAN  

HERITAGE MONTH 
 
 
and invite all citizens of Gig Harbor to join me in this special observance. In 
Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the 
City of Gig Harbor to be affixed this 9th day of November, 2015. 
 
 
 
 
                       
    Mayor, City of Gig Harbor      Date 
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MINUTES 
GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL WORKSTUDY SESSION 

October 26, 2015 – Council Chambers 
 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Mayor Guernsey called the worksession to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
1. Impacts of Growth – Planning / Building Departments. 
 
 
Planning Director Jennifer Kester began the session by describing the Planning 
Department functions.  She then moved on to land use permit growth since 2008, and 
efficiencies gained and lost. Ms. Kester then spoke to the future of Planning and 
Permitting as it relates to the projected impacts of growth. She finalized by sharing the 
development plan for the future. 
 
She addressed questions. 
 
Building Official Paul Rice spoke next, also using a PowerPoint presentation to illustrate 
the impacts of growth on the Building and Fire Departments. He began with an 
introduction of the four employees in the department, citing their credentials. He gave 
an overview of the statutory requirements they are required to know and follow and the 
tasks required. He explained the slide that shows that inspections and permit review are 
at an all-time high. He then described the things that they would like to do better and 
see happen in the future. He showed the increase in permit activity and inspections 
since 2008 and projected out to 2020. 
 
He answered questions.   
 
Mayor Guernsey and Councilmembers were complimentary of the presentations, and 
the way staff has dealt with the increased workload. 
 
There were no further comments and the meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m. 
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MINUTES 
CITY OF GIG HARBOR  

PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 
Monday, October 12, 2015 – 4:00 p.m. 

Public Works Conference Room 
                                            
 

CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL: 

Council Member – Steven Ekberg: Present 
Council Member – Rahna Lovrovich: Present 
Council Member – Ken Malich: Present 
Mayor – Jill Guernsey: Present 
Public Works Director – Jeff Langhelm: Present 
City Engineer – Stephen Misiurak: Present 
Public Works Superintendent – Greg Foote: Present 
Senior Engineer – Emily Appleton: Present 
Senior Engineer – Trent Ward: Present 
Executive Assistant – Maureen Whitaker: Present  
John Chadwell, Olympic Property Group: Present 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Approval of September 14, 2015 Minutes 

OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Harbor Hill Drive Extension – Verbal Update – Trent Ward/Steve Misiurak. 
Mr. Ward explained that the project has obtained a federal Functional Roadway 
classification and has been submitted into the WSDOT Statewide Transportation Plan 
(STIP). Approval onto the STIP is anticipated sometime this month, and once achieved, 
will enable the City to pursue federal funding sources.  
 
Mr. Ward further stated that a state Transportation Improvement Board (TIB) grant 
request was submitted in August 2015 for $8M. The City will hear whether this project is 
selected for funding on 11/20/15.  In addition, per the recent discussions that City 
Administrator Ron Williams and Public Works Director Jeff Langhelm had with State 
Representative Jesse Young, were informed that the state may be receiving 
transportation funding that has been returned from agencies previously awarded state 
dollars where projects are under budget or not able to meet project timelines. This 
returned funding may become available to agencies like Gig Harbor for “shovel ready” 
projects, and if so, Representative Young proposes this project be at the top of the list 
to receive these funds.  
 
At the Sportsman’s Club request, Mr. Ward said that a ballistics expert reviewed the 
proposed roadway alignment and provided written concurrence that the proximity of the 
roadway to the Sportsman’s Club’s shooting facilities is acceptable with the 
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implementation of some recommended improvements to the site.  He added that the 
Sportsman’s Club provided the City written concurrence with the proposed roadway 
alignment and their driveway relocation on 9/22/15. 
 
Mr. Ward said that the preliminary right-of-way plans for the proposed roadway 
alignment that include right-of-way acquisition needs have received a preliminary review 
by WSDOT for right-of-way certification with no significant concerns noted. He 
explained that the right-of-way certification process is required in order for the City to 
utilize federal funding on this project. He stated that the City anticipates completing the 
NEPA environmental review and permitting process with WSDOT/Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) by the end of this year, and will then begin project specific 
SEPA review in early 2016. 
 
A public open house is scheduled for November 10th. Mr. Ward stated that City staff and 
the City’s design consultant, David Evans and Associates will share with the public the 
proposed roadway alignment and the Alternatives Analysis process by which this 
alignment was selected.  
 
The overall project budget was discussed. City Engineer Steve Misiurak stated that with 
engineering, right-of-way acquisition, and construction, the cost would be in the vicinity 
of $12-13M. He added that the City’s match would come from HBZ.   
 

NEW BUSINESS:  
 

1. Peace Pole – Recommendation from Parks and Art Commission(s). – Jeff Langhelm. 
Mr. Langhelm provided the timeline that the Peace Pole was heard by the Parks 
Commission, Gig Harbor Arts Commission, the City Council Workstudy Session and a 
public open house on Sept. 2nd held prior to the Parks Commission’s monthly meeting.  
Members of the public were asked to place yellow dots on maps of areas around town 
that were considered to be the best locations. The Parks and Arts Commissions looked 
at the public’s suggested locations and made the following recommendations. The 
Parks Commission’s recommendation was to put the pole at the Cushman Trailhead at 
Hollycroft or at the Civic Center. The Arts Commission recommended that the pole be 
located as close to the Civic Center front entrance as possible. The Peace Pole would 
have the phrase “May Peace Prevail” in eight different languages.   
 
The Public Works Committee were unanimous in their recommendation to locate the 
Peace Pole near the entrance of the Civic Center.  Mr. Langhelm stated that he would 
bring the recommendations forward to the full City Council separately from the Wish 
Fish and totem pole.   
 

2. Adopt a Park – Jeff Langhelm.  Mr. Langhelm explained that the Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) has work crews that assist jurisdictions remove invasive plant 
species. DNR will do this work if the City commits to keep the invasives removed by 
way of a “match”.  Mr. Langhelm said that one of the ways provide this “match” would 
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be to develop an Adopt a Park program whereby members of the community assist with 
picking up litter and doing a little hand work to remove invasives and weeds.  
 
The Public Works Committee liked the proposed Adopt a Park program and 
recommended that it be moved forward. 
 

3. North Harborview Tree Removal – Greg Foote and Jeff Langhelm.  Mr. Foote explained 
that the two large Catalpa trees in front of the Bucholtz building are scheduled to be 
removed.  The trees have been pruned over the years and they are buckling the 
sidewalk and dropping branches.  Mr. Foote provided several options for removal and 
replacement and has already spoken to the adjacent businesses who had differing 
recommendations from replacing the area with concrete, installing a tree-less planter, or 
replacing with new street trees.  Mr. Foote said that the crew would need to jack 
hammer a 10x15 section of sidewalk, curb and gutter to try to remove the roots balls. 
The Public Works Committee said that they were not in favor of removing street trees 
and expressed their frustration with not having a better street tree program when 
selecting trees.  Councilmember Ekberg said in his travels, he has seen beautiful old 
street trees that buckle the sidewalk, and were allowed to remain. He said that it seems 
that every street tree that we have planted over the years have resulted in buckling 
sidewalks.  Councilmember Malich said that a policy is needed and asked why can’t 
trees be found that work.  The street trees on Borgen Boulevard were also discussed 
due to the narrow planter strip and the resulting condition of the sidewalks.  
 
The Public Works Committee asked that a street tree planting policy be developed and 
placed on a future council agenda. 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 
 
ADJOURN: 4:30 p.m. 
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 MINUTES 
GIG HARBOR PARKS COMMISSION 

Wednesday, September 2, 2015 – 5:30 p.m. 
Community Rooms A/B 

                                            
 

 

CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL: 

Parks Commissioner - John Skansi: Present 
Parks Commissioner - Doug Pfeffer: Absent 
Parks Commissioner - Christine Hewitson: Present 
Parks Commissioner - Sara McDaniel: Present 
Parks Commissioner - Nicole Hicks: Present 
Parks Commissioner - Gregg Vermillion: Present 
Parks Commissioner - Rick Offner: Present 
Staff - Terri Reed: Present 
Staff - Jeff Langhelm: Present 
Staff - Greg Foote: Present 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Approval of July 1, 2015 Minutes 
 

MOTION TO APPROVE:  Hicks / Offner – unanimously approved. 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 

PROS Plan Update Status – Public Works Director Langhelm informed the Commission 
that a consultant had been hired to update the City’s Parks, Recreation and Open Space 
Plan.  The Parks Commission will be involved in this process. 

 
Ancich Waterfront Park - Public Works Director Langhelm updated the Commission that 
the City had been awarded two grants for improvements on the Uplands and Net Shed/Pier 
at the Ancich property.  A consultant contract for design will be awarded.  The time 
constraints on the project set construction in mid-2016. 

 
1. Potential Public Art Sites: 

o Totem Pole – The majority of public input received was for placement of the totem 
pole at Austin Estuary Park.  Parks Commission members question the Native 
American reaction and requested more research with the Puyallup tribe. 
Linda Pitcher, 8825 N. Harborview Drive, Gig Harbor, who is a cultural 
anthropologist, spoke that she has worked with the Puyallup tribe and expressed her 
concern that it not be represented as Native American. 
Lita Dawn Stanton, 1722 Sullivan NW, Gig Harbor, spoke that the totem pole has a 
story and just asked that the story be accurately documented. 
Fred Owen, 2406 50th St Ct NW, Gig Harbor, explained that the totem pole is a 
tribute to the tribe.     

o Wish Fish (Rotary) – The Parks Commission discussion was centered around 
placing the Wish Fish outside a City park on private property. 
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MOTION TO APPROVE:  Move that the recommendation of the Parks Commission is to 
not place the Wish Fish in a public park, but encouraged Rotary to consider Uptown as a 
possible site. 

Offner / Hewitson – Vermillion opposed, motion passed. 
 

o Peace Pole (Rotary) – Various locations for the Peace Pole were discussed 
including Donkey Creek Park, the Civic Center property, Cushman Trailhead Park or 
the Murphy’s Landing planter. 

 
Joe Flach, 2704 42nd St NW, Gig Harbor, voiced his concern about the location for the 
Donkey Engine at the front of the Donkey Creek Park and believes it would block the 
beautiful view of the park. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE:  Move that the Peace Pole either be placed at the Civic Center 
or the Cushman Trailhead Park. 

Hewitson / Hicks – unanimously approved. 
 

2. Trail Education and Signage for Bikers and Walkers 
 

Commissioners Hewitson and Offner volunteered to work on a sub-committee starting in 
Mid-November to work on recommendations for trail safety. 
 
Rick Gould, 5116 Leon Lane, Gig Harbor, commented that he runs and commutes on 
the Cushman Trail and requested that the City place directional arrows at the trail 
entrances for safety purposes. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE:  Move that the Parks Commission ask City staff to place 
directional arrows on the trail. 
Offner / Skansi – unanimously approved. 
 
Public Works Superintendent Foote agreed to have Public Works staff place arrows at 
the trail entrances. 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Maritime Pier Art Piece – Recommendation from the GHAC 
Arts Commission Chair Charlee Glock Jackson provided a packet of materials on the 
Call for Artists and selection and review process for a piece of art at the entrance to the 
Maritime Pier.  Parks Commission members asked for the clarification on the “Gig” 
reference of the art piece.  Commissioner Skansi would rather see a commercial fishing 
tie-in and Commissioner Hewitson said that she didn’t want to see any art at this 
location. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE:  Move that the Parks Commission gives the art piece 
presented their recommendation for placement at the Maritime Pier. 
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McDaniel / Vermillion – Hewitson and Skansi opposed, motion passed. 
 

PARK UPDATES: 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 

 

ADJOURN:   

MOTION: to adjourn at 7:06 p.m. 
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