
 

 

 

 
City Council 

Meeting  
 

 
November 23, 2015 

 5:30 p.m. 



AGENDA 
GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL 

November 23, 2015 – Council Chambers 
 

CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL: 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Approval of City Council Minutes November 9, 2015. 
2. Liquor License Action: a) Renewals: Hy-Iu-Hee-Hee, Netshed No. 9, Kelly’s Café and 

Espresso, Half Time Sports, Wet Coast Brewing Company; b) Special Occasion: 
Skansie Netshed Foundation; c) Special Occasion: Kiwanis Club of Gig Harbor. 

3. Receive and File: a) Impacts of Growth – Police Dept. Minutes Nov. 9, 2015; b) Boards 
and Commissions Review Committee Minutes Nov. 17, 2015; c) Gig Harbor Arts 
Commission Minutes Nov. 9, 2015; d) Parks Commission Minutes Oct. 7, 2015. 

4. Appointment to Arts Commission. 
5. Client Assistance Memos - Consultant Services Contract. 
6. Resolution No. 1016 – Surplus Equipment – I.T. 
7. Second Reading of Ordinance No. 1327 – Unauthorized Recording of a Motion Picture. 
8. Municipal Research and Services Center - Annual Contract Renewal for Small Works, 

Consultant, and Vendor Rosters. 
9. Jerisich Dock Water and Power – Small Public Works Contract. 
10. Ancich Upland Park Development & Ancich Netshed Restoration Project – Professional 

Services Contract. 
11. Resolution No.1017 - Closed Record Decision – Harbor Hill S1 Final Plat and Final PRD 

Approval. 
12. Ancich Waterfront Park - RCO ALEA Grant Agreement Approval. 
13. Lift Station No. 17 Property Appraisal Contract – Shapiro Commercial Appraisal, LLC. 

14. Approval of Payment of Bills: Checks #79825 through #79930 in the amount of 
$742,432.20. 
 

PRESENTATIONS: 
Remembering Mayor Gretchen Wilbert. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
NEW BUSINESS:    

1. Public Hearing and First Reading of Ordinance – Modifications to the 2015-2016 
Biennial Budget. 

2. Public Hearing and Resolution No. 1018 – Canterwood Div 14 Sewer Utility Extension 
Agreement. 

3. Resolution No. 1019 – Canterwood Div 14 Water Service Area Amendment. 
4. First Reading and Adoption of Ordinance No. 1328 – Harbor Hill S1 Rezone to PRD. 

 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR / STAFF REPORT:  

1. City Administrator Update, Ron Williams.  
2. Welcome Plaza/Lift Station 4B – 60% Design Review, Jeff Langhelm 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT / COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 

1. Civic Center closed for Thanksgiving Holiday: Thursday and Friday, Nov. 26th and 27th. 
2. Finance / Safety Committee: Mon. Nov. 30th at 4:00 p.m. 
3. Joint City Council/Design Review Board: Mon. Nov. 30th at 5:30 p.m. 
4. Public Works Committee: Mon. Dec. 14th at 4:00 p.m. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  For the purpose of discussion potential litigation per RCW 
42.30.110(i). 
 
ADJOURN TO WORKSTUDY SESSION: 
Impacts of Growth – Finance, Information Services, Tourism/Communications 
 
 
Americans with Disabilities (ADA) accommodations provided upon request. Those requiring special accommodations please 
contact the City Clerk at (253) 853-7613 at least 24 hours prior to the meeting.  



Page 1 of 3 
 

MINUTES 
GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL 

November 9, 2015 – Council Chambers 
 

CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL: 
 
Mayor - Jill Guernsey: Present 
Council Member - Steven Ekberg: Present 
Council Member - Tim Payne: Present 
Council Member - Casey Arbenz: Present 
Council Member - Rahna Lovrovich: Present 
Council Member - Michael Perrow: Present 
Council Member - Paul Kadzik: Present 
Council Member - Ken Malich: Present 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Approval of City Council Minutes October 26, 2015.  
2. Correspondence / Proclamations: a) Proclamation for American Indian Heritage Month.  

 
3. Liquor License Action: a) Renewals: Marketplace Grille, Blue Cannon Pizza Company, 

Albertson’s, Pioneer 76, Qdoba Mexican Grill, The Wine Studio, Bartell Drug Company, 

Tobacco Harbor, and Greenhouse Restaurant;      b) Special Occasion Liquor 

License: Skansie Netshed Foundation.   

4. Receive and File: a) Impacts of Growth – Planning & Building Minutes Oct. 26, 2015;  

 b) Intergovernmental Affairs Committee Minutes: Oct. 21, 2015;    c) PW 

Committee Minutes: Oct. 12, 2015;    d) Parks Commission Minutes Sept. 2, 2015.  

 

5. Resolution No. 1013 - Housekeeping Update to Drug and Alcohol Policy.   
6. Maritime Pier Expansion Boating Infrastructure Grant – Grant Support Services – 

Professional Services Contract.  
7. Approval of Payroll for the month of October: Checks #7592 through #7606 and direct 

deposit transactions in the total amount of $574,691.60. 
8. Approval of Payment of Bills: Checks #79725 through #79824 in the amount of 

$755,465.19. 
 
MOTION: Move to adopt the Consent Agenda as presented. 
  Ekberg / Kadzik - unanimously approved. 

 
PRESENTATIONS: 
 

1. Proclamation for American Indian Heritage Month.  Mayor Guernsey read the 
proclamation before presenting the signed document to Claudia Marston, who thanked the city 
for recognizing this awareness of American Indian Heritage. 
 

2. Award Presentation to our local Police and Firefighters.  As Mayor Guernsey introduced 
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Father Mark Guzman, John Moist, and Bill Lindsey, members of the Gig Harbor Police 
Department and Gig Harbor Fire and Medic One came to the front of the chambers. 

 
Fr. Mark Guzman  explained that the St. Nicholas Church Community has been keeping the 
military, police, and fire personnel in their thoughts and prayers. He said they want to express 
their great esteem, care, and love for those in uniform by presenting recognition plaques to the 
Gig Harbor Police Department and Gig Harbor Fire and Medic One for all the great things they 
do for the community. He read each plaque before presenting to Chief Kelly Busey and Fire 
Chief John Burgess. 

 
Show of Appreciation to Representative Caldier.  Mayor Guernsey said that Representative 
Michelle Caldier was invited tonight so that the city could voice its appreciation for all her hard 
work during the last legislative session in Olympia, which was very successful for Gig Harbor.  
Representative Caldier thanked the city for the partnership and for reaching out and educating 
her to make sure it was in the budget. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  None scheduled. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:    

1. Public Hearing – General Fund Revenue Sources.    Finance Director David 
Rodenbach explained that per state law this public hearing is being held on revenue sources 
for next year’s general fund budget. He gave a brief overview of revenues and then addressed 
questions. 
 
Mayor Guernsey opened the public hearing at 5:47 p.m. There were no public comments and 
the hearing closed. 
 

2. Resolution No. 1014 - Property Tax Levy and Resolution No. 1015 - Excess Property Tax. 

 
 
Finance Director David Rodenbach explained that these two resolutions set the city’s regular 
tax levy and excess levy for property tax collection in 2016.  He addressed questions. 
 
 
MOTION: Move to adopt Resolution No. 1014 certifying the Regular Property Tax Levy. 

  Kadzik / Lovrovich - unanimously approved. 
 
This levy is for the voted bond for Eddon Boat Property. 

 
MOTION: Move to adopt Resolution No. 1015 certifying the 2016 Excess Property Tax 

Levy. 
  Ekberg / Perrow - unanimously approved. 
 

3. First Reading of Ordinance – Unauthorized Recording of a Motion Picture.   
Chief Kelly Busey presented the background information for the formal adoption of state law 
that prohibits the unauthorized recording of a movie.   
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Councilmember Arbenz voiced concern that this is an antiquated law and asked that the 
ordinance be amended. After discussion, City Attorney Angela Summerfield will amend the 
ordinance and it will return for a second reading on the consent agenda. 

 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR / STAFF REPORT:  
Tree Update.  City Administrator Ron Williams reported on the emergency closure of Borgen 
Boulevard due to a fallen tree. He also gave an update on efforts in the Grandview Forest Park 
and answered questions. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 

1. Al Abbott 6901 Rainier Avenue.  Mr. Abbott thanked and congratulated Councilmember 
Malich on the re-election and for running a wonderful campaign.  Thanked everyone on council 
and community who helped to educate me on what it means to serve on the council. 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT / COUNCIL COMMENTS:  
 
Councilmember Kadzik  gave a heads up for the Ladies Night Out on Thursday.   They have 
sold 1,500  bags and so it will be a very busy and interesting night in the harbor. 
 
Councilmember Malich thanked Mr. Abbott for being such an ethical person and running a fair 
race. He suggested they get together to discuss issues in the future. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 

1. Harbor Hill Extension Open House – Tues. Nov. 10th at 4:30 p.m. 
2. Civic Center closed for Veteran’s Day – Wed. Nov. 11th. 
3. Council Worksession on Impacts of Growth – Finance, Information Services, 

Communications/Tourism, Mon. Nov. 23rd following the Council Meeting. 
 
Mayor Guernsey said goodbye to Karen Miller, Gateway Reporter, who is moving on.  She 
thanked her for her timely and accurate reporting. 
 
ADJOURN TO WORKSTUDY SESSION:    
 

The meeting adjourned to a workstudy session on the Impacts of Growth – Police Department 
at 6:07 p.m. 

 
 

 
_________________________________  _______________________________ 
Jill Guernsey, Mayor     Molly Towslee, City Clerk 
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MINUTES 

GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL WORKSTUDY SESSION 
November 9, 2015 – Council Chambers 

 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
 
1. Impacts of Growth – Police Department. 
 
Chief Kelly Busey began his presentation with a brief history lesson of the department. 
He shared the department’s mission, structure, and community involvement before 
moving into citing statistics from 1979 to present.  
 
He asked for continued support for the brand of enforcement the department is proud to 
offer and offered to answer questions. 
 
ADJOURN: 
 
There were no further comments and the workstudy session adjourned at 6:53 p.m. 
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MINUTES 
GIG HARBOR ARTS COMMISSION 

Tuesday, November 10, 2015 – 10:00 a.m.  
Executive Conference Room 

                                             
CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL: 10:05 a.m. 
Charlee Glock-Jackson, Chair, Leonard Hill, Vice-Chair, and Elijah Bossenbroek.  
Julianna Verboort was scheduled to call in. 
Guest: Laura Birrell 
Staff:  Public Works Director Jeff Langhelm and Molly Towslee. 
 
Chair Glock-Jackson introduced guest Laura Birrell, an applicant for the vacant 
position, who wanted to attend to find out about the Arts Commission. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   Approval of September 8, 2015 GHAC Minutes.  
Due to lack of a quorum, this item was postponed until later in the meeting.  No action 
taken – lack of quorum. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  

1. Placement of Public Art & Potential Public Art Sites – Public Works Director Jeff 
Langhelm. 

a. Totem Pole. Parks Commission narrowed placement to Civic Center 
Campus. Director Langhelm passed out draft text for a plaque to be placed in 
front of the totem pole. There would also be a QR code with a more lengthy 
history available. 

 
b. Wish Fish Project.   This will be presented to Council with the others. Parks 

Commission recommended placement outside city property. Recommendation is 
to place at Uptown.  Clerk Towslee read an e-mail from Julianna Verboort 
regarding the Rotary meeting she attended. It has been determined it is not an 
interactive sculpture; she forwarded the GHAC recommendation for placement on 
non-city property, possibly at Uptown. She suggested they contact the developers 
for the new Fred Meyer center to sponsor.  

 
c. Peace Pole Project.  Things in place to put the Peace Pole here at the 

Civic Center.  Staff will make the final decision for placement and take that to 
Council for approval. He said he saw the recommendation from Julianna Verboort 
regarding construction materials, which will also be taken into consideration. 
Council may send back to the Arts Commission.  

 
Presentation to Council on all three of these items will be either December 14th or the 
first meeting in January. 
 

d. Public Works Projects.   Director Langhelm gave a brief history of the Arts 
Commission involvement in suggestions to incorporate art in future public works 
projects.  
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 50th Street at KLM Park 

 Cushman Trailhead 

 Pierce Transit Park and Ride on Kimball 

 Ancich Park 

 Donkey Creek – Sidewalk 

 Lift Station 4B at Jerisich Dock / Skansie Brothers Park 
 
Director Langhelm to provide a location map, summary of budget, scope of work, and 
provisions for each project to the GHAC at an upcoming meeting. He shared information 
on a couple of the projects. The City received state grants for the uplands at Ancich and 
for the netshed and pier. It was suggested that Commissioners take a look at the anchor 
memorial at Jerisich to see if that should be incorporated in the Arts Commission 
recommendations for the Lift Station 4B project. The Fisherman’s Memorial will be 
moved south; possibly in a fountain setting. He described the basics, and said he will 
report on the 60% design at the next GHAC meeting.  
 
Clerk Towslee asked about the 2016 Work Plan and when it should be submitted. This 
should go directly to City Council, perhaps in January, before the February Council 
Retreat. 

 
2. Project Management Checklist. Molly read e-mail from Julianna that said she 

received positive feedback on the form but no recommended changes. Molly may 
forward suggestions for adding a simple checklist. 

 
3. Maritime Pier Project – Update.   Chair Glock-Jackson presented the background 

for the new Commissioner.  Fabrication should begin at the beginning of the year. 
 

  
4. Update - Adding a Culture Element to City’s Comprehensive Plan.   Chair Glock-

Jackson said she met with Leonard several times. She presented her recommendation 
to the Planning Department and it will go to Council as a text amendment to the Parks 
Plan. Planner Lindsey Sehmel feels it should be more than one page to be an element 
of the Comp Plan.  After discussion, it was determined that depending upon Council 
direction, we can present a separate arts element in 2016.  

 
Elijah Bossenbroek asked about the history of the Gig Harbor Arts Commission and their 
involvement with art placement. 
 

5. Historic Plaques for Stone Pillars at History Museum / Donkey Creek.  Chair 
Glock-Jackson reported that Harbor Wildwatch is also looking at placing educational 
interpretive signage at the park.  She presented the background for this project for the 
new Commissioner.  GHAC will continue to work with Lita Dawn Stanton, Linda Pitcher, 
and Harbor Wildwatch.  The next step is to develop the language and materials. One of 
the grants that Martha Reisdorf has suggested could be one way to fund. 
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6. Inventory and Digitizing of Public Art.  Leonard Hill said he doesn’t have much of 
an update and then gave the background for this effort. After further discussion Elijah 
offered to assist Leonard when he develops a scope of work. 

 
7. Upcoming Workshops:  

a. Using Video as a Marketing Tool.  January 12th – Leonard Hill is the lead. 
He will circulate the presentation for review. 
 

b. How to Respond to a Request for Proposals.  This is just a placeholder. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   Approval of September 8, 2015 GHAC Minutes.  
Commissioner Verboort had not joined the meeting by conference call and therefore no 
action could be taken due to a lack of a quorum. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Periodic Artists Mingle Event.  Julianna had suggested this; no new update. 
 

2. Artist Contracts.  Julianna and Jeannie had proposed this, but Molly said the city 
has templates that have to be followed. Perhaps this was in regards to attachments. 

 
 

3. Additional Pedestal Art Installations.  The history of the project and locations of 
the existing pedestals was presented.  Chair Jackson said she doesn’t want the 
additional placement of pedestals to be forgotten. Molly mentioned the plans to 
resurrect the Harborview Streetscape Plan.  The GHAC should be involved to make 
sure the future placement of pedestal art is included in the plans. 
 

4. 2016 Work Plan.  Chair Glock-Jackson will circulate the last version of the work 
plan to the commissioners to review. She will add the Arts Element of the Comp Plan to 
the plan.  She gave an overview of the steps she had to go through to submit the text 
amendment. 

 
Chair Glock-Jackson brought up the idea to paint the snowplows.  The group discussed 
a contest for the school kids to design something to be painted on the plows. Leonard 
suggested that this could be a fund-raiser. It has the potential to bring the community 
together for an artistic project. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:   
Laura Birrel commented several times during the meeting.  She said she likes the idea of 
rotating art pieces that can be purchased. She asked for clarification on the Artists 
Mingle Event. 
 
STAFF REPORT:  None. 
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COMMISSIONER’S COMMENTS / REPORTS:  
 

a. Commissioner’s Choice Award for PAL Open Juried Show.  Chair Glock-
Jackson, Mary Manning, and Martha Reisdorf met and judged the artwork and 
a certificate was presented to the artist of choice. 

b. Making Friends with the Media: Tues., Oct. 13th at 5:30 p.m. was well attended. 
c. Applying for Grants.  Martha has information. Could possibly use for the 

historical signage.  This can be discussed at a future meeting. 
d. Austin Estuary. Julianna suggested a grant to commission a native artist to do 

a piece at Austin Estuary.  Not possible due to the archeological restrictions on 
the estuary park. 

e. Congratulations to Leonard Hill for his film Threads winning “Best Short Film” in 
a recent Friday Harbor Film Festival. There may be potential for a future 
showing of the film at the Civic Center. 

f. Totem Pole Update – Leonard Hill reported that he attended the October 4th 
Parks Commission meeting. It was decided it should not go at the site of the old 
village. Linda Pitcher has offered to collaborate on a commemorative plaque for 
the Donkey Creek/Austin Estuary Park.  

g. Leonard Hill said he spoke to retired architect Paul Spreiregen, FAIA who has 
run several design competitions. He is going to write up notes from their 
discussion and circulate to the commissioners. Paul wrote a book about design 
competition, and Leonard offered to loan the book to anyone interested. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 

1. Gig Harbor Art Commission – Tuesday, January 12th at 10:00 a.m.  
2. Using Video as a Marketing Tool: Tuesday, January 12th at 6:00 p.m.  Leonard to 

coordinate with Karen Scott to market. 
 
ADJOURN:  There were no further comments and the meeting adjourned at 11:44 a.m. 
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 MINUTES 
GIG HARBOR PARKS COMMISSION 

Wednesday, October 7, 2015 – 5:30 p.m. 
Community Rooms A/B 

                                            
 
CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL: 
Parks Commissioner - John Skansi: Present 
Parks Commissioner - Christine Hewitson: Present 
Parks Commissioner - Sara McDaniel: Present 
Parks Commissioner - Nicole Hicks: Present 
Parks Commissioner - Gregg Vermillion: Present 
Parks Commissioner - Rick Offner: Absent (excused) 
Parks Commissioner - Robyn Denson: Present 
Staff - Terri Reed: Present 
Staff - Jeff Langhelm: Present 
Staff - Greg Foote: Present 
Staff – Lindsey Sehmel: Present 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Approval of September 2, 2015 Minutes 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE:  Hicks / Skansi – unanimously approved. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Totem Pole Location Recommendation - Public Works Director Jeff Langhelm 
 
Linda Pitcher, 8825 N. Harborview Drive, Gig Harbor, updated the Commission on her 
communication with the Puyallup Tribe regarding placement of the totem pole and their 
concern with the possibility of the pole's placement near the original Puyallup village site 
at Austin Estuary.  The totem pole subcommittee of Public Works, Arts and Park 
Commission members met on September 30, 2015, to discuss the matter further and 
decided to recommend that the totem pole be placed elsewhere. Ms. Pitcher also asked 
the Tribe how the subcommittee might approach them in the future, should the City find 
resources to place a more appropriate commemoration of the Sqababsh people in 
Austin Estuary. 
  
Julianna Verboort, 4605 83rd Avenue NW, Gig Harbor, spoke about the importance of 
making this a learning opportunity for kids and generations to come with the placement 
of the totem with signage at a park area such as Sehmel Homestead Park. 
 
Bob Rafter, 3714 53rd Street, Gig Harbor, emphasized the importance of thinking about 
who the audience would be.  
 
The Commissioners discussed placement of the totem pole at the Civic Center and the 
importance of placing appropriate signage explaining the story of the pole. 
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2. Parks, Recreation and Open Space (PROS) Plan Update – Public Works Director Jeff 
Langhelm introduced Emily Terrill, who has been hired as a consultant to update the 
PROS Plan.  Ms. Terrill presented her proposed schedule for adopting a new PROS 
Plan by March 1, 2016.  This effort will take participation from the Parks Commission at 
their November, December and January meetings.  Ms. Terrill shared some preliminary 
results from the web-based park needs survey.  These results included information on 
most frequently used parks, items that respondents would like more of or think we have 
enough of and the priorities for future park expenditures.   

 
Kenneth Lee, 13312 Foxglove Drive NW, Gig Harbor, asked the Commission to consider 
the need for pickleball courts (indoor/outdoor) and community centers. 
 
Bob Rafter, 3714 53rd Street, Gig Harbor, asked about the possibility of the City adding 
sidewalks on 50th Street Court and 38th Street and reviewing the speed limits on 38th 
Street.  Public Works Director Langhelm requested they discuss this separate issue 
directly after the meeting ended. 
 

3. Cushman Trail Safety and Signs – Public Works Director Jeff Langhelm explained that 
this subcommittee will be pulled together in mid-November to look at various trail safety 
issues including helmets, signs, mileage markers, trail location identification markers and 
site distance visibility.  The subcommittee will be made up of various local organizations 
which could include PenMet Parks, Police and Fire Departments and Parks 
Commissioner Offner, depending on the topic at hand.  Senior Planner Sehmel offered a 
list of traffic safety organizations that might be helpful.  Commission Chair McDaniel 
asked if a citizen trail-user could be included.  Commissioner Hewitson offered to help 
on the helmet subcommittee. 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 

• Historic Preservation Recommendations – Senior Planner Lindsey Sehmel outlined work 
that is being performed with grant funds received from Pierce County for historic 
preservation.  Five items were presented to the Design Review Board for consideration: 

1. WPA Shelter at Crescent Creek Park 
2. Austin Estuary Park 
3. Wilkinson Farm Barn (interior/exterior) 
4. Eddon Boat Park Residence 
5. Ferry Landing 

All items except for the Ferry Landing were recommended by the DRB to move forward 
for City Council consideration.  Ms. Sehmel added that plaques would eventually be 
placed at each site approved.  Commissioner Hewitson asked for consideration of 
funding a storyboard at Austin Estuary with these grant funds. 
 

PARK UPDATES: 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

• Kenneth Lee, 13312 Foxglove Drive NW, Gig Harbor, made a formal request for 
consideration for dedicated pickleball courts. 
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• Bob Rafter, 3714 53rd Street, Gig Harbor, added that it is very distracting to have courts 
lined for both tennis and pickleball. 

 
ADJOURN: 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN: Hicks / Skansi – unanimously approved at 6:56 p.m. 
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