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AGENDA FOR 

GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
Monday, July 25, 2016 – 5:30 p.m. 

 
CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL: 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
PRESENTATIONS:  25 Years after GMA – Looking at UGAs in a New Light - Pierce County 
Planning and Land Services 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Approval of City Council Minutes July 11, 2016. 
2. Correspondence / Proclamations: a) National Night Out – 2016; b) Thank you Letter for 

Bench on Harborview Drive. 
3. Liquor License Action: a) Special Occasion – Greater Gig Harbor Foundation at Harbor 

History Museum; b) Renewals: JW Restaurant, Devoted Kiss Café, Mizu Japanese 
Steakhouse, Gateway to India, Galaxy Uptown, Brew & Blend, Main & Vine, Safeway. 

4. Receive and File: a) Intergovernmental Affairs Committee Minutes, May 23, 2016; b) 
Boards and Candidate Review Minutes July 19, 2016; c) Gig Harbor Canoe and Kayak 
Racing Team Report; d) Quarterly Financial Report; e) Planning Commission Minutes June 
16, 2016; f) Parks Commission Minutes June 1, 2016. 

5. Street Naming at Harbor Hill: Plats S-2 through S-6. 
6. Appointment to the Design Review Board. 
7. Welcome Plaza / Lift Station 4B Improvements Project – Consultant Contract Amendment 

and Special Inspection Services and Materials Testing Contract. 
8. Ancich Waterfront Park – Legal Descriptions and Exhibits for Boundary Line Adjustment 

Application – Consultant Contract Amendment. 
9. Approval of Payment of Bills July 25, 2016: Checks #81745 through #81865 in the amount 

of $689,908.00. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  None scheduled. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   

1. Lighthouse Transfer Administration Costs. 
2. Resolution No. 1039 – ‘Honor Salmon’ Welcome Arch at Austin Estuary Park.  
3. Ancich Waterfront Park (Jerkovich Pier) – Consultant Contract Amendment. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
STAFF REPORT:  
 
COUNCIL REPORTS / COMMENTS: 

1. Boards and Commissions: Tue. Jul 19th – Councilmember Lovrovich 
2. Intergovernmental Affairs: Mon. Jul 25th – Councilmember Payne 

 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: 
 
MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 
1.  Public Works Committee: Mon. Aug 8th at 4:00 p.m. 
 
ADJOURN TO WORKSTUDY SESSION:  Impacts of Growth II – Public Works. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: For approximately 30 minutes for the purpose of discussing potential 
litigation per RCW 42.30.110(i). 
 
ADJOURN: 
 
 
Americans with Disabilities (ADA) accommodations provided upon request. Those requiring special accommodations 
please contact the City Clerk at (253) 853-7613 at least 24 hours prior to the meeting.  



25 years after GMA – Looking at UGAs in a New Light 

The Initial Designation of Urban Growth Areas 
Urban Growth Areas (UGAs) were a new idea in 1995, when the Growth Management Act 
(GMA) was adopted, and were developed with City and County collaboration. At the time the 
expectation was that they would become a part of adjacent Cities within the 20 year 
timeframe, by 2015. 
  
GMA requires that the UGAs be of sufficient size to accommodate the anticipated population 
growth during the 20-year period following the adoption of the UGA. While the County has not 
significantly expanded the UGA, in more recent Growth Management Hearings Board decisions, 
it has commented that the County UGA is more than adequate to accommodate the growth. 
 

GMA also infers that these areas be affiliated with cities and towns.  Many of the UGAs are 
affiliated with Cities but some are not. Likewise, since the 1990s some jurisdictions have 
annexed UGA areas while others have not. The term Potential Annexation Areas (PAAs) was 
applied to the UGA areas affiliated with Cities to clarify the intent for these UGA areas to annex.  
 

Vision 2040 and Regional Growth Strategy Impact UGAs  
With the adoption of the Vision 2040, in 2008, the Puget Sound Regional Council has renewed 
an emphasis on annexation of the UGA and policies that encourage growth in cities and towns. 
The County must address these policies by “Bending the Trend” i.e. reducing growth in 
UGAs/PAAs and encouraging the annexation or incorporation into cities and towns.  
 

Countywide Planning Policies - More Than is Needed   
The County’s Countywide Planning Policies also address Vision 2040 and growth in its 
UGAs/PAAs and acknowledges that the UGA/PAA is more than sufficient:  

It is recognized that some of the urban growth areas in existence prior to the adoption of 
VISION 2040 may contain more potential housing and employment capacity based upon 
zoning, allowed density, land division patterns, and other factors than is needed to 
accommodate the growth target of the associated geography.(Countywide Planning 
Policies, pg. 79) 

 

2014 Buildable Lands Report – Abundant Amount 
IN 2014, in connection with the 2015 Comprehensive Plan update, the County completed its 
analysis of the capacity of its UGAs/PAAs, i.e. to show whether or not the UGA has sufficient 
capacity to accommodate in the 20 year planning horizon. The report found that:  

The results of 2014 residential and employment capacity analysis concludes that there 
continues to be an abundant amount of vacant and underutilized land to accommodate 
the adopted urban housing and employment targets for the County and its cities and 
towns.(2014 Buildable Lands Report, pg. 9) 

 

”Bending the Trend” and Comprehensive Plan Certification 
As part of resolving the County’s PSRC Conditional Certification of its Comprehensive Plan, the 
County must show progress in “Bending the Trend” and show how the County will slow the 
amount of growth in UGAs/PAAs. Reducing the UGAs/PAAs is one approach. The reduction of 
the UGAs/PAAs will help by reducing the amount of urban designated area outside cities and 
thus reduce the amount of urban growth in the UGA.  
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Comprehensive Plan Amendment to Reduce UGAs   
As part of the 2016 Comprehensive Plan Amendment application cycle, Pierce County Planning 
and Land Services proposes to reduce the Urban Growth Areas/Potential Annexation Areas 
(UGAs/PAAs) in the County and specifically one area ( shown as Area 1) affiliated with the City 
of Gig Harbor. The County has preliminarily identified 6 other areas in the City of Gig Harbor 
UGA, in addition to other areas in the County, for future consideration however we will review 
these with the City and propose future actions as part of the 2018 Comprehensive Plan 
Amendment Cycle. Please see attached map.  
 

A very preliminary review of these areas provides support for consideration for removal from 

the UGA, most notably the lack of sewer service: 

Area 1-East Bay - This area is made up of larger undeveloped parcels. There are some plats that 

are vested in the area however the area has many rural characteristics which would be 

preserved. The area is approximately 246 acres. No sewer is provided to this area. 

Areas for Future Review 

Area 2 – This area is made up of larger undeveloped parcels and is located outside the 

Canterwood development. No sewer is provided to these area. 

Area 3 – This area is made up of larger undeveloped parcels and is located outside the 

Canterwood development. No sewer is provided to these area. 

Area 4 – This area is a golf course is owned by the County and managed by PenMet. There are 

52 Condo units in area services by drainfields. No sewer is provided to this area. 

Area 5 – This is one large 14 acre undeveloped parcel designated as Neighborhood Commercial. 

Area 6 – This area is made up of larger undeveloped lots. The area is approximately 75 

acres.  No sewer is available.  

Area 7 – This area includes the Women’s Prison and 2 other publically owned parcels. The 

Prison is served by City water however there is no sewer service.  

The Comprehensive Plan Amendment Process and City Input  
It is anticipated that the proposed UGA reduction amendment will be filed by the August 1, 
2016 Comprehensive Plan Amendment deadline. The County Council reviews and determines 
which applications are initiated and forwarded for further review and public hearings. The 
Council is anticipated to adopt an official resolution by September 30, 2016. 
 
If the amendment is initiated by the Council, the County will notify the City and work with the 
City to determine a public information and outreach program associated with this proposal. City 
comments on the amendment will be invited throughout the process and specifically in 
connection with the public hearings at the Peninsula Advisory Commission, Planning 
Commission and County Council.  
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MINUTES 
GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

Monday, July 11, 2016 – 5:30 p.m. 
 
CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL: 
Present: Mayor Guernsey and Councilmembers Malich, Arbenz, Ekberg, Perrow, Lovrovich, Payne 
and Kadzik. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
PRESENTATIONS: 
Mayor Guernsey spoke of the recent law enforcement tragedies across the United States, and expressed 
her gratitude to our police department for their willingness and efforts to protect and serve our community 
on a daily basis; and for their dedication and professionalism. 
 
Chief Kelly Busey said he is overwhelmed by the outpouring of support from the community this past 
couple of weeks.  He then called forward Officer Jarab Daniel and Officer Dan Welch. He recognized these 
officers for saving human lives and shared their stories. Officer Daniel assisted a male passenger on a 
shuttle bus, performing CPR and saving his life.  Officer Welch, as illustrated by the dash cam video clip, 
was able to establish a rapport with a suicidal male on the Narrows Bridge, and eventually ensure his 
safety. Each officer was also presented with the Chief’s Coin in recognition of their deeds. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Approval of City Council Minutes Jun 27, 2016.  

2. Liquor License Action: a) Application: Millville Pizza Co.;  b) Special Occasion – Rotary 

Foundation of Gig Harbor North.  

3. Receive and File: a) Planning Commission Minutes June 6, 2016;  b) Draft Finance/Safety 

Committee Minutes June 20, 2016;    c) The Retail Pot Shop Marijuana License.  

4. LED Street Light Luminaire Conversion Project - Public Works Construction Contract.  

5. Utility Easement – Peninsula Lights Co., Century Link Inc., Comcast Cable.  
6. Approval of Payroll for the month of June: Checks #7683 through #7694 and direct deposits in the 

amount of $408,377.02. 
7. Approval of Payment of Bills July 11, 2016: Checks #81641 through #81744 in the amount of 

$703,054.46. 
 
MOTION: Move to adopt the Consent Agenda as presented. 
  Malich / Lovrovich - unanimously approved. 

 
ADJOURN TO WORKSESSION:  Impacts of Growth Part II: Police Department Requirements 2017-18  
 
Mayor Guernsey gave a brief introduction of the presentation.  She announced that the worksession would 
take approximately 15 minutes. 
 
Chief Busey presented an overview of the department accomplishments during 2015, contracts, and the 
budget including grants and reimbursements. He talked about the staffing and scheduling, technology, calls 
for service and arrests. He said factors we need to think about are officer safety and wellness, the future, 
and what doesn’t show in these numbers: the level of service we should provide to the community. He 
talked about increased number of officers, vehicles, and technology needs and addressed Council 
questions. 
 
At 6:03 p.m. Council returned to the regular Council meeting. 
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OLD BUSINESS:  None scheduled. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:    

1. Public Hearing, First Reading, and Adoption of Ordinance No.1040 - Impact Fee Deferral.   
Senior Engineer Stephen Misiurak presented the background for this ordinance to provide options to defer 
impact fees for single-family residential construction in response to state law mandates.  
 
Mayor Guernsey opened the public hearing at 6:05 p.m.  No one came forward and the hearing closed. 
 
Staff addressed Council questions.  
 
MOTION: Move to approve Ordinance No. 1340 implementing Impact Fee Deferral System on first 

reading which requires at least a majority plus one of the whole council. 
Ekberg / Payne - unanimously approved. 

 

2. Naming of New City Park West of Heron’s Key.     Katrina Knutson, Parks Administrator, 
explained that a condition of the Harbor Hill Development Agreement includes a park, which has been 
referred to as “Gateway Park.” There is another park with that name being developed by Key Peninsula 
Parks District, and there has been increased interest in what this park should be named. Ms. Knutson 
clarified that the development agreement lists this as a passive park, but once the property is deeded to the 
city there could be a visioning process. A suggestion was made to check with the Harbor History Museum 
for suggestions. 
 
MOTION: Move to direct the Parks Commission to solicit public input and provide recommendation for 

the name of the developer provided park directly west of Heron’s Key. 
Kadzik / Perrow - unanimously approved. 

  

3. Welcome Plaza/Lift Station No. 4B Improvements Project - Public Works Construction Contract.  
   Senior Engineer Stephen Misiurak provided the background information for this project and the 
resulting bid process.   

 
MOTION: Move to authorize the Mayor to award and execute a Public Works Contract with Stellar J 

Corporation, in the amount of $5,589,724.70 for Welcome Plaza / Lift Station No. 4B 
Improvements. 
Ekberg / Payne - unanimously approved. 
 

MOTION: Move to authorize the City Engineer to approve additional expenditures up to $150,000 to 
cover any cost increases that may result from contract change orders. 
Ekberg / Payne - unanimously approved. 

 
4. Ancich Waterfront Park - Councilmember Malich.  Councilmember Malich said that he, 

Councilmember Ekberg, and Dawn Stanton had a long conversation with RCO in Olympia Friday afternoon 
to find out more about the Ancich Park situation.  He said the main thrust of this grant was for a view 
platform rather that storage underneath. He commented on the view platforms in Gig Harbor; some have 
worked well, and some haven’t. We need a view platform at Ancich Park that draws the public out to view 
the water and grassy area underneath, he said, and added that he was surprised to find out that RCO does 
not provide grant money to service private clubs or organizations, that RCO doesn’t see a 3,000 square 
feet structure as a legal contract. Even though we are going to create public storage underneath a view 
platform, they will not pay for that, but they will pay for a view platform to serve the public. He knows that 
we’ve lost space because of the Shoreline Management Act 35 foot buffer requirement, and he admitted 
that seeing it staked today, the impact seems less significant than the staking by others. He then made the 
following motion. 
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MOTION: Move to return the design as presented and require staff / consultants to redesign the 
structure with down sloping as much as possible, 2-4 feet if possible, to enable a street view 
as well as a view into the grassy fields.  Furthermore, I move to reject the mandatory legal 
requirement of a 3,000 square feet (+/- 10%) and require staff to return to RCO and amend 
the contract to reduce the square foot size to 2,100 square feet (+/- 10%) with a maximum 
distance of 25 feet (+/- 5%) following the water edge of the existing Harborview Sidewalk. 

 Malich / Perrow –  
 
Councilmember Malich suggested that we should put the 30% design on hold until we can get RCO to 
amend the contract. He said that the view platform and the boat storage should be proportional to the size 
of park, and that the public has as might right to use this park as much as the boaters and fishermen and 
should trump the rights of other uses of the grassy area. 
 
Councilmember Kadzik asked for the basis of the 2100 square foot recommendation and how it would be 
used.  Councilmember Malich responded that it is 10% of 3,000 s.f. in the grant and is what we can afford.  
He said the focus should be providing a viewing platform with a step down toward the water; storage 
shouldn’t be the priority.   
 
Councilmember Payne pointed out that during the Ad Hoc process, open space ranked third. 
Councilmember Malich said storage is important; public storage is very important; view is important, and 
open space is important. He said he doesn’t want to put a priority on one or the other. 
 
Councilmember Payne then commented on the process which he described as flawed. He said that when 
Resolution No. 949 was adopted it was clear that our intent for use of the property was going to be a 
viewing platform with a boating center below, He read the Council comments from when the resolution was 
adopted. The open space is not a huge issue for him, he said; you have other parks within two block for 
that. He recommended we don’t dictate the structure size, but our desires and said we need to understand 
the willingness of the users to raise funds.  Council agreed that Eddon Boat was not an appropriate 
location for the kayak club for a number of reasons, and during that discussion, he was clear that we were 
actively working to fund the Ancich site for this use.  He said we should allow staff to come forward with 
solutions that meet the needs of all the interest groups, and we should not be legislating size or which 
group gets to use the space.  
 
Councilmember Perrow learned today that we have opportunity to expand the site and mitigate some 
concerns. He said he is inclined to see what can be put together based upon the expressed desires. The 
starting point for discussion should be what has been proposed; let staff and the consultants work through 
the process and we will watch closely so as not to be surprised. 
 
Mayor Guernsey  suggested another worksession in early August.  
 
Councilmember Ekberg said he agreed with many of Councilmember Malich’s thoughts, but there were 
parts of the motion with which he disagreed.  In the phone call to Carl Jacobs of RCO, we found that we do 
not have a mandatory legal requirement of 3,000 s.f. building.  They are funding a 1,500 s.f. structure; they 
don’t care what it is above that, and there are ways to adjust the size. Several different square footages 
have been thrown around; we can’t mandate that at this point, he said. He voiced concerned with the mass 
of the view platform and what it looks like from the street level and also the height as you view the structure 
from the water. He said we can work to try and make the plaza less of a flat slab using varying heights, and 
he likes the idea of reducing the reach of the building into the park. He said he would not support the 
motion. 
 
Councilmember Arbenz  shared that he wouldn’t be supporting the motion for many of the reasons voiced 
by Councilmember Payne and Kadzik in previous meetings and tonight. He said from conception this 
project was a compromise and intended to give use to the fishermen and show emphasis on the 
significance of activities for all people to be more active. He said that Councilmembers Lovrovich and 
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Kadzik worked to please as many in the community as possible; this general design is what Gig Harbor 
needs. He said he appreciates the way Council has addressed this, adding that the community needs 
closure. He is glad to see enough support to move forward and that it’s unlikely we are going to 
significantly cut the size of the footprint. He emphasized that this project is moving forward with a 
significant structure of 2,500 to 2,800 square feet and we will work to mitigate concerns. He agreed another 
worksession is important but he doesn’t want an attempt to stop this project. There has been a lot of time 
and resources devoted to this, and it would be a huge waste to pull the plug. We need to make an 
announcement to the public and move forward. 
 
Councilmember Lovrovich  agreed that this property has always been intended to be a special use park. 
She read the description of a special use facility from the Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan. This 
definition is the premise that the Parks Commission used in the process, and they worked really hard to 
come up with uses compatible with the site but that would still honor the original purpose for purchase of 
the property.  She said open space was not a recommendation of Resolution No. 949 or that came from 
the Parks Commission.  During the process, they ranked citizen access to the shore to the water and 
tidelands as low priority for a couple of reasons. She addressed the size of the structure by saying the 
Parks Commission was tasked with uses but did talk a little about size because the different groups 
wanting to use the park had specific needs. She then explained the low priority rating of the kayak team 
home base structure was due to the initial ask of 4,200 square feet, which they included 400 s.f. for the 
sailing club. Councilmember Lovrovich said she is not opposed to a step down, L-shape, or other mitigation 
to the impact of the structure, but she is not willing to agree to a 2,100 s.f. limit. 
 
Councilmember Malich said he would withdraw his motion due to lack of support, and have a conversation 
with each councilmember to see if he can come up with a good motion to reduce the size and impacts of 
the project.  He asked that this be put back on the agenda in September. 
 
Councilmember Kadzik said his points were more eloquently said by others. 
 
Mayor Guernsey  said that staff will submit documents for the permits in July to move toward the Design 
Review Board hearing in September. She asked if the size of the building will say not more than 2,800 
square feet.  Ms. Knutson responded that the permits submitted on July 19th are federal for in-water activity 
for the netshed and Jerkovich pier and will take no less than nine months. The DRB hearing has been 
scheduled to September 8th, and they believe they can accommodate the requests in that permit package 
coming in mid-August. 
 
Councilmember Kadzik objected to submitting permits that have a number that limits us in case we come 
up with a good solution. He suggested the higher number of 3,000 and then work down.   
 
Councilmembers and staff discussed this further.  Planning Director Jennifer Kester explained the 
permitting process, saying you have to use the largest “box” that the project will fit. Through the course of 
all the different reviews that occur, that changes.  She suggested using the largest number, which can 
always shrink but you won’t have to redo noticing if you go over what was listed in the application. 
 
Councilmember Ekberg said he is fine with 2,800 s.f.  Councilmember Kadzik said he prefers larger.   
Ms. Knutson said we may be able to go up to 3,000 if we are able to go under street and some of the other 
ideas; if we find we can’t do that for various reasons, we could submit 2,800 maximum. Staff now 
recommends going forward with 2,800 s.f. as that is what has been through the public process and 
deemed an appropriate size.   
 
Councilmember Malich asked who decides the size.  Ms. Knutson explained the Hearing Examiner process 
and said there are numerous public hearings both through the Design Review Board and the Hearing 
Examiner process where those bodies can make changes and recommendations that staff will bring back 
to Council.  Ms. Kester clarified the process further. Through these processes the final square footage 
comes to be. 
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Councilmember Payne agreed that Council should have final say before anything is approved. Before any 
size is confirmed he asked that staff converse with the various potential users to gain confirmation on their 
needs, preferably with everyone at the same table. Before approval, he would like to see various options 
and the cost of each, where the money is coming from, and the permit path.  
 
Councilmember Perrow reiterated the three option approach. He asked that staff bring it back to city 
council and then hold us accountable. 
 
Katrina Knutson restated the next steps: conduct the survey of the citizens and storage needs, get that 
back to Council for review and discussion. Councilmember Payne added that you also need to get with 
potential users to find out how much they need, and what they are willing to give up.  
 
Councilmember Arbenz: added that you also need to find out how much they are willing to commit to 
fundraise.  
 
Mayor Guernsey suggested that we pull application together using the 3,000 figure and schedule the 
worksession for the first week in August, including the consultants.  Also bring the users together to crunch 
numbers and take into consideration the discussion to mitigate the size and look at the step down options. 
Ms. Knutson clarified that the plaza could be smaller than the interior size.  
 
Councilmember Malich asked again that this be included as a placeholder on the September agenda.  
 
Councilmember Perrow asked for clarification on the netshed process. Ms. Knutson explained that future 
users determined the use and amenities. Staff met with the fishermen and received their wish list. If the city 
provides the infrastructure for a power boom, they would raise money to provide the equipment. There is a 
teleconference with them on Wednesday to further refine the netshed design.  Permits for in-water need to 
go to the Army Corp of Engineers and other federal agencies that take longer.  Will can report back at the 
upcoming Council meeting.  Councilmember Payne stressed that at this upcoming worksession we have a 
picture of the whole process. 
 
Councilmember Payne asked that an estimated cost of the whole future project improvements to this site 
be brought back at the worksession for consideration. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
Councilmember Kadzik asked to be excused as he didn’t feel well. 
  
Michael Kolosky – 3312 Shyleen Street.  Mr. Kolosky said he worked for a large parks and recreation 
district in California that had many special interest facilities and many public private partnerships. He said 
he isn’t seeing the public benefit element in this proposal, as it is overshadowed by private use.  He 
explained that Harbor Wildwatch provides a tremendous public service and benefit through their programs 
and is an ideal blend. A glorified sidewalk to view the water is not a public benefit, but a public opportunity. 
This park has great potential to be a boating center, but 75% dedicated to a private organization does not 
fulfill the public benefit. Public access to the shoreline is limited in this state.  Jerisich and Eddon Boatyard 
parks are both small, and he recommended that we provide as much opportunity as you can for public 
benefit.  
 
Ron Roberts - 11224 74th Ave NW.   Mr. Roberts commended Council for allowing the public process which 
has allowed public input to arrive at the priorities.  He said you are always going to have people not totally 
thrilled or that are opposed to a project.  Council’s job is to try and bring these people together to reach 
consensus for a project that will suit the neighbors and the general public. We shouldn’t compromise away 
the basic purpose and priorities of the project.  This park will stand as a legacy. He added that the public 
needs to know the direction you want to go with the project. It’s not fair to rehash the same comments at 
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every meeting. Reach a consensus to go forward with the original purpose, find the footage that meets 
those purposes and get it done.   
 
Mary Ellen Gilmore (no address given) – Ms. Gilmore, part owner of the Jerkovich Pier, explained that she 
put together some figures based on the square footages of the users, which keep changing. The kayak 
Club: 1,500 s.f. = 54% of a 2,800 s.f. building; the public restrooms = 14%; and left over is 900 s.f. for the 
sail club and public use =16% for each. That’s approximately 70% for private clubs, leaving 16% for the 
public. That is not appropriate for a park. She roughly figures the open space around the building is 16 x by 
32’ so you end up with 1,600 and 1,800 s.f. for the front plaza for the club to get its boats in and out and for 
the public to walk. Then there is the transition area on the sides and so the plaza is 1000 s.f. smaller than 
the building. Her point is there is not enough public use in this park. She read a July 1, 2015 article which 
said the Kayak Club didn’t get use of the Eddon Boat Park and so they wanted a place in the Ancich Park. 
The article says they have significant potential investors, but we need to hear that. We are going twice as 
big as the 1,500 s.f. in the RCO grant. She said to keep public parks public and don’t consider an oversized 
platform as enough. 
 
Linda Foster 6828 93rd Street NW.  Ms. Foster spoke to Resolution No. 949 and the kayak team home 
base size. Councilmember Lovrovich talked about what was considered a large structure at that time.  The 
size of the parcel has a lot to do with whether the structure is too large or appropriate. The slide that 
illustrated other boating centers around the area didn’t include the size of the parcel which is an important 
piece. This is a small parcel and we need to take into consideration what is appropriate for this site. The 
platform is unsightly and too large. She hopes we can work to make it a more appropriate size building and 
platform. 
 
Chuck Meacham - 9509 Wheeler Ave.  Mr. Meacham thanked Council for organizing the site visit, which 
was extremely helpful. He said he wanted to go on record in support of project as laid out on the site. He 
previously spoke in favor of this development and provided written comments outlining his reasons.  
 
Anna Martinson - 1602 Pt. Fosdick Dr. NW.  Ms. Martinson thanked Council for looking at this project to 
allow the Gig Harbor Canoe and Kayak Racing Team use this storage facility.  She encouraged choosing 
the larges structure as possible to allow more public use as well as team use.  We now have great parks 
for walking and strolling, and Skansie is a great motorboat dock. Now it serves both man powered and 
motor powered boat dock which is trafficked and it can get chaotic. Having both this storage space for both 
public and private would ease Skansie’s use and allow more people not on the team to use the water and 
recreational kayaks and canoes and STPs. 
 
Katherine Wilborn – 4927 Canterwood Dr. NW.  Ms. Wilborn thanked everyone in the community for the 
time spent on the project over the past three years, saying the team is grateful. She said Gig Harbor is 
wonderful and beautiful and she has not seen a program like the Canoe and Kayak Racing Team that 
teaches respect for the community. They clean up the water as well as having beach clean-ups because 
they care about the harbor.  This program teaches kids this respect and to have a special relationship with 
the harbor. They want more kids to be brought into this community and the boat storage facility would 
provide the space. We know it’s not all about us, but about creating a place for the community to connect 
on the water.  Through the team, other programs that get kids on the water, and the public use, it does 
provide a great public benefit.  When the project is completed, it will ensure the security of the future and 
with it, the past. When people first came to the Northwest, they used man powered craft. You are keeping a 
great tradition alive and therefore protects the traditions of the past.   
 
Louise Tieman – 7789 Beardsley Ave. NW.   Ms. Tieman, also voiced appreciation for the opportunity and 
sticking with the facts of this historical process and sending a clear message about moving forward. Now, 
with more certainty, we can begin the fund raising efforts. It wasn’t possible to go to grant funding 
organizations or anyone else when the design is in flux, and there is no certainty in the process.  That 
becomes easier moving forward and she stated it is part of the plan to seek additional funding. We can now 
get to the fun part to figure out all the users, including the public, and what it means for use of the park. 
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She said that both the kayak and sailing clubs are 501-C3 and open to the public. Everyone on both teams 
are part of the public; just because they are affiliated with an organized program to reach a competitive or 
recreational goal doesn’t make it any less public.  
  
Karen McDonnel – representing properties at 3607 Ross Avenue. Ms. McDonnel shared her history 
growing up in the neighborhood surrounding the Ancich Park. She said you understand how they are 
inclined to defend the neighborhood from the encroachment of commercial and recreational operations.  
The Shoreline Management Plan designated the area between Jerkovich Pier and Lovrovich Dock as 
Working Waterfront, and intended to preserve and protect the historic and cultural character of the 
netsheds and docks which was an honor bestowed upon our fishermen and Croatian community. It now 
feels like that is being taken away.  This protected area is being given over to a private club to be used as a 
training base, and changing the cultural and historical character of the property. She attended all the 
meetings with the understanding we were helping to shape the design of a small storage unit for human 
powered boats and quickly came to realize we were developing a home for the kayak club. She voiced 
objection to the city spending over 2 million dollars to build them a home as they are a private club. She 
does not object to building a small storage building for public storage of human powered boats, but she 
does object to 55 kayakers, six days a week launching, training, and landing in a residential area. She 
talked about the noise and chaos the club brings to Skansie Park and the commercialization it brings to 
their neighborhood and historical waterfront. She said the City is beholden to abide by the limitations in 
Resolution No. 949 which stated that a home base for the kayak club was not appropriate, and neither was 
a large building. A smaller, unobtrusive building is what is called for. The number of lockers should be 
modest. We should be committed to the protection of this historic working waterfront.   
 
James Wilborn – 4927 Canterwood Blvd. NW.  Mr. Wilborn thanked Council for their due diligence to 
continue to work through the process.  He said he understand public policy and that there can be a lot of 
emotion and some rhetoric, but these are the enemies of good governance. We should proceed rationally 
and thoughtfully.  He said that he is President of Board of Directors of the Gig Harbor Canoe and Kayak 
Racing Team and explained that they are not a private organization, they are a non-profit; the membership 
is open to anybody. The only limitation is the number of kids they can safely train. As to the use of the 
potential storage facility, it is only part of the park. Unless he is mistaken, 100% of the structure of the 
netshed in Skansie is used by a single organization. 100% of the structure at Eddon Boathouse at Eddon 
Park is used by an organization. 100% of the building where Harbor Wildwatch is located is used by an 
organization.  We aren’t proposing to take 100%, but it is disingenuous to imply that somehow it’s not 
appropriate if we were to use a part of this facility or that we aren’t a public organization. He said they 
provide much public benefit just as any sports organization does, many of which are funded by public 
dollars. They have a connection to the community to the history of the harbor.  The first residents paddled 
in canoes. That’s just as much a part of the history of Gig Harbor as commercial fishing and everything 
else. 
 
John McDonnel – 13410 Sherman Drive.  Mr. McDonnel spoke in favor of the step down idea, but not 
having and expanse that you have to walk out to look over a railing. He said he is mortified that you are 
talking about building size and not the use. He is trying to wrap his head around 75% use. He wants to join 
in; he has 100 stand up paddle board people that need a club and room for it. He want a discussion on 
private use of public parks. The graph showed parks use, 25% use for the public. 75% is a giveaway. Now 
we are talking about private funding to help the project. You know this is a working waterfront and you need 
boatworks for that identify. Don’t know how it morphed into a private entity. They say they will take 
applications, so how much more space will they need? This should be a public park as much for the 
citizens as much as for the private entities. You discussed the park at Herons Key where the developer 
said they want the park to be passive use because it’s in a residential area. Where are the priorities for this 
park?  
  
Lita Dawn Stanton – owns property adjacent to Ancich Park.  Ms. Stanton said everything changes with 
Council’s deliberation tonight. She voiced appreciation for Council listening and the Mayor for reopening 
the public process with the proposal to do a 2-story building, which brought attention back to the site. 
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Those who didn’t get to weigh in previously, you’ve heard their voices. She clarified a few things about the 
public/private use of existing buildings.  The Eddon Boat Park, Skansie Netshed, and Harbor Wildwatch 
were existing buildings; not a new structure in a public park. She read how Eddon Boat was a voter 
approved 30-year bond in a very public process. In addition to preserving the open space and historic 
building, the traditional use of boatbuilding was to be preserved. A formal request for proposals was posted 
to find an appropriate tenant which resulted in the selection of Gig Harbor Boatshop. Their lease specifies 
over 1200 public programming hours annually.  Membership is not required. The Skansie Brothers Netshed 
was preserved in recognition of Gig Harbor’s maritime heritage. The Skansie Netshed Foundation is made 
up of volunteers that keep it open for public access during summer months. There are no fees, or 
membership dues to access the building or to participate.  Harbor Wildwatch submitted an application in 
response to a request for proposals. In addition to providing 1200 programming hours, they manage the 
city’s Visitor’s Center. There are no fees associated with this tourism service. Each of these tenants went 
through a public and competitive process and public benefits are clearly identified in their lease 
agreements. In comparison to our baseball and soccer fields, are not exclusive to those sports and open to 
the general public on a first come, first serve basis. The difference between public and private has to do 
with whether or not a citizen is charged.  She is encouraged with the additional worksession. 
 
Paul Crow - 3615 Harborview Dr.  Mr. Crow commented that RCO won’t fund and private club so he is 
assuming the city would foot the bill.  He said that a public parks means public, not part of it I can’t use 
because the organization won’t allow me to use it.  Eddon Boatworks you can sit on the grass at any time 
same as Jerisich and Skansie Parks. He has an issue with the fact the public is not open to all of it. 
Councilmember Payne mentioned the open space at the new park; but with the large building, he doesn’t 
see it. With the large building there isn’t a lot of open space; if the entire lot was open it would be open 
space.  This is a small lot with not a lot of open space. 
 
Jack Bujacich  Mr. Bujacich said you were told you have to build a 3,000 square foot building and that’s 
what you made your decision on. Thanks to Councilmembers Malich and Ekberg for talking to the head 
man that gives the grants to find out you can build a 1,500 s.f. building. It’s up to the city and you still have 
the option on the size of the building. He then voiced his concern with the parking problem here and at 
Skansie. He said the kayak club is a great organization and are welcome in Gig Harbor, but the citizens 
shouldn’t establish a private ownership of a 1,500 or whatever square feet structure. They are public but 
they are a dues paying organization. In regards to Skansie and Eddon, these are basically operated by 
volunteers that have fundraisers to keep this going for the city. If you build that size building, change the 
name from Ancich Park because won’t be a park, it will be a private building; and the people won’t be able 
to use the park. He responded to Councilmember Payne’s clarification and agreed it would be nice for the 
public to have part of the park. He said you need to fix the dock and said everyone needs to get together 
for a solution. He isn’t opposed to a building, just the size, and the parking. 
 
Holm Schmidt – 8115 43rd Street NW.  Mr. Schmidt, is the Head Coach of Gig Harbor Canoe and Kayak 
Team.  He takes exception with some of the descriptions being used: private, exclusive, and elite. He said 
those three words, once and for all, have to be taken out of the vocabulary. They charge dues to pay for 
staff and the equipment. They are non-profit. He understands that private means very exclusive. They have 
introduced hundreds of kids to the joy of kayaking.  Usually they move on after three or four years. They 
hope to have a college pool in Tacoma; he wants to give an opportunity to future generations to be 
included in pursuing the wonderful of sport of paddling. We need a place to do this. He said that we are not 
exclusive.  He added that there is going to be a platform and the storage is going to be underground.  It will 
be nice to walk on the platform and as seen today, to get some open space, benches, away from the traffic 
noise on the road. He wants that to be considered. 
 
Justin Roundtree – 7710 110th Street NW.  Mr. Roundtree, an athlete on the Gig Harbor Paddling Team, 
said they have had to deal with lackluster storage and braving the elements. The boats are fragile and it’s a 
pain to transport them to the water; they are always careful with the pedestrians.  People are saying we are 
using 75% of the public park, which would be unfair to the general public, but we are using 75% of the 
building and storage area.   This opens up the public area. Currently we use the public dock and have to 
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transfer our boats to the water which isn’t the best system. We are taking up public area for training and it 
can be a hassle mingling with people and other boats. If we had a storage facility close to the water it 
would be faster and open up more area for the public. We have people watching because it’s interesting; 
the top of the structure would be a good place for that. It would be better for everybody. 
 
David Lovrovich - 3319 Ross Avenue.  Mr. Lovrovich shared his history of commercial and sport fishing. He 
used to row across the bay and fish Point Defiance. He said to look at these kids; the future of America. 
They are fit and they could be doing a lot of things, but they exercise and enjoy kayaking. He said he is 
speaking on behalf of both the Millville District and the kayakers, and offered a possible solution. He 
suggested the property for sale past the Babich Dock by the Green Turtle. You could put 500 kayaks; it has 
lots of parking. A bond process could be put forth to enact a purchase. This is a busier traffic area but you 
could work with the U.S. Coast Guard and set up a buoy and marker system to help identify man powered 
boats.  This would benefit the whole community. He is in to people getting along. He enjoys watching them 
race.  
 
Jim O’Donnell – 4220 45th Ave NW. Mr. O’Donnell said he came from Niagara Falls which has been 
trashed. He shared his family history and talked about having an investment in the community. He agreed 
with several speakers. He talked about walking Gig Harbor the last 14 years and has seen nesting Killdeer, 
Canada Geese, and Purple Martins at this site. He has seen eagles in trees in the harbor. He referred to an 
article about the Herons rookery across from Tides. He said all birds are protected, particularly the shore 
birds.  The idea of changing the zoning to build condos is obscene. People are emotional about it and he 
hates to see another town go like his home town. He said you need a lot more information before making a 
decision.  
 
Dale Woodward – own property at 4817 Willow Lane.  Mr. Woodward talked about the two 50-meter pools 
in Tacoma. He shared the history of the Tacoma Swim Club and when they sent someone to the Olympics. 
Teams from all over the state would come to Tacoma to train.  A recent levy was passed to replace the 
worn Titlow pool, but instead of a 15 meter pool they replaced it with Splash Park. There is no more place 
for training here for Olympic sports.  In your community you have a 4-time national championship team and 
athletes on this team are becoming competitive in the junior world competitions. He said you will see 
Olympians come from this team. You have supported them in the past and he urged the city to continue to 
to support this team. 
 
STAFF REPORT:  
 
Pierce Conservation District Advisory Council Update.  Public Works Director Jeff Langhelm presented a 
quick update on his participation in the Advisory Committee for PCCD, which recently adopted five-year 
strategic plan. 
 
COUNCIL REPORTS / COMMENTS: 
 
Councilmember Payne referenced a letter in support of aquaculture farming sent by a city employee on city 
letterhead. He said that the Intergovernmental Committee did not have advanced notice of that or any 
opportunity to weigh in. Council’s position during the Shoreline Management debate on aquaculture 
farming was to defer to Pierce County. This letter has become a part of the Department of Ecology’s record 
and he respectfully requested that we send a letter retracting this position.  Mayor Guernsey responded 
that it has already been drafted. 
 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: 
 
City Administrator Ron Williams shared that the Tacoma Pierce County Health Department send a letter 
congratulating Gig Harbor as a recipient of the 2016 Healthy Communities Award for our Comprehensive 
Plan. He recognized our Planning Department and others that worked on the plan. 
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MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  
 
Mayor Guernsey said she is very pleased that how respectful the audience has been during these 
emotional issues. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 

1. Boards and Commissions: Tue. Jul 19th at 4:00 p.m. 
2. Intergovernmental Affairs: Mon. Jul 25th at 4:00 p.m. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Council adjourned to executive session at 8:05 p.m. for approximately five 
minutes for the purpose of discussing potential litigation per RCW 42.30.110 (1) (i). 
 
Council returned to regular session at:  8:10 p.m. 
 
 
ADJOURN:  The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ _________________________________________ 
Mayor Jill Guernsey      City Clerk Molly Towslee 
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PROCLAMATION OF THE MAYOR 
OF THE CITY OF GIG HARBOR 

 

 

WHEREAS, thirty-three years ago, the National Association of Town Watch 
designated the First Tuesday of the month of August to be recognized nationwide 
as “National Night Out”; and  
 
WHEREAS, National Night Out is an annual community-building campaign that 
promotes police-community partnerships and neighborhood camaraderie to 
make our neighborhoods safer, better places to live; and 
 
WHEREAS, “National Night Out” provides a unique opportunity for the CITY OF 
GIG HARBOR to join forces with thousands of other communities across the 
country in promoting cooperative, police-community crime prevention efforts; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, the Jaycox-Gig Harbor Police Benevolent Fund, in a cooperative effort 
with our local Gig Harbor business community have played a vital role in assisting 
the GIG HARBOR POLICE DEPARTMENT and GIG HARBOR FIRE and MEDIC ONE 
through joint crime, drug and violence prevention efforts in the CITY OF GIG 
HARBOR in supporting “National Night Out 2016” locally; and  
 
WHEREAS, it is essential that all citizens of the CITY OF GIG HARBOR be aware of 
the importance of crime prevention and the impact that their participation can 
have on reducing crime, drugs and violence in the CITY OF GIG HARBOR; and  
 
WHEREAS, police-community partnerships, neighborhood safety, awareness and 
cooperation are important themes of the “National Night Out 2016” event;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Jill Guernsey, Mayor of the City of Gig Harbor, do proclaim 
Tuesday, August 2nd as  

National Night Out 2016 
 
throughout the city, and encourage all citizens of Gig Harbor to join forces in this 
cooperative effort to not only make Gig Harbor a safer community, but a “Safe 
Harbor” to enjoy and raise our families.   
 
                       
    Jill Guernsey, Mayor, City of Gig Harbor        Date 
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MINUTES 
Intergovernmental Affairs Committee 

May 23, 2016 – 4:00 p.m. 
Executive Conference Room 

 
 

Call to Order 4:02 pm 
 
Ron Williams, Jill Guernsey, Shawna Wise, Councilmembers Arbenz, Perrow, and 
Payne, Dale Learn via Teleconference. Briahna Murray and Shelly Helder joined the 
meeting at 4:05pm.  

Federal Legislative Update 

Dale Learn shared that the Legislative Branch is working through its budget.  Work is continuing with the 
Puget Sound Recovery caucus and Congressman Kilmer and Heck are trying to pass legislation which 
would put Gig Harbor in a favorable position with National Heritage.  
 
National Defense Authorization Act – policy for Department of Defense – which is important to Gig Harbor 
for funding at JBLM.  
 
Mr. Learn stated the Comprehensive Energy Bill, Trade, and Water Resources Reform Development Act 
are all being debated.  
 
Mr. Learn shared that the Federal grant process has been to identify opportunities, information on what it 
is, designate appropriate Roles, followed by political support and having a cohesive ask. He emphasized 
how important the cohesive ask is.  
 
Sand Spit Transfer Update – Mr. Learn said we are very close to the transfer being finalized and the City 
have to pay a small fee for the transfer.  
 
Councilmember Payne asked about future opportunities and Mr. Learn explained there is the Recreational 
Trails Program due November 1st.  Ron Williams said the grant might not apply to the Twawelkax Trail but 
could be used for the Cushman trail extension. Mr. Learn said there is also an RCO grant for boating 
facilities that could be looked in to and is a State grant.  

 
State Legislative Update 
 
Briahna Murray shared that the City has had a successful track record in securing funding, executing on 
the funding, delivering the project in a timely manner, and delivering the ribbon cutting that legislators look 
forward to.  She stated that Ancich was the big success for this biennium and she hopes that the City can 
have a ribbon prior to November, highlighting the success the delegation had in serving the community.  
 
Ms. Murray explained that the 2017 session will mark the beginning of a new biennial cycle.  She said the 
biggest challenge the legislature will face is the McCleary K-12 education funding issue.  Deadline for fully 
funding education is 2018. 
 
She feels that there will be many opportunities for Gig Harbor with the increase in capital funding.  She 
asked the Committee what projects the City would like to pursue, and to keep in mind there is grant 
funding and earmarked, or direct appropriations.  Grants rely on the applications, direct appropriations rely 
on the story it tells, are legislators engaged, and how hard we lobby.   
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Shelly Helder shared what is legally required for capital funding.  
 
Ms. Murray reminded the Committee that projects mentioned in the past were Twalwelkax Trail, Wilkinson 
Barn Restoration, and 38th Street.   
 
Councilmember Payne stated that any funding for the sports complex would be beneficial. Ms. Murray 
shared that details and vision for the sports complex must be available by November in order to look at 
securing funding. He said this project and connecting Cushman are high priorities, although his hesitation 
with Cushman is that there isn’t ADA access for the connection.  He said his project ranking would be 38th 
Street sidewalks, turf fields, Cushman, Wilkinson.  
 
Transportation Funding – Ms. Murray shared that WSDOT has selected a consultant and are currently 
working on the scope. She said the consultant will reach out to stakeholders and legislators to form a 
stakeholder committee. The City’s transportation ask will be in 2018.  
 
West Sound Alliance has been meeting to revisit how regional cooperation can be beneficial.  Ms. Murray 
said that once the City has WSDOT study results, we will go to the West Sound Alliance and share what 
Gig Harbor needs are.  
 
Policy Issues – Ms. Murray said that we are likely to see cuts in state shared revenues in 2017.  She said 
all cities will have to play strong defense on what cuts may be coming.  She shared the Public Works 
Assistance Account program may not be continued, but AWC is discussing putting together a reformed 
PW Assistance Account that would have more legislator buy-in.  
 
Legislative Agenda Development Process – Ms. Murray reviewed the City’s past process for developing 
the legislative agenda.  She suggested a more formal process of getting a Committee recommendation, 
taking it to Council and explaining it to the full Council. The Committee agreed to a more formal process to 
ensure the full Council is aware of the legislative agenda. Mayor Guernsey said she supports the idea of 
her coming to a Council meeting for a presentation. Ms. Murray suggested coming to the July 25th meeting 
to introduce herself to Council and share what to expect for 2017. Councilmember Payne said the 
committee will report to Council and Ron will let her know about attending a Council meeting in the future.  
 
Ms. Murray said she will work on a rough document with legislative agenda items for the next 
Intergovernmental Affairs meeting on July 25th.   She suggested finalizing the agenda in the fall.  

Meeting Adjourned at 4:56pm 
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Minutes 

Boards and Commissions  

Candidate Review  
 

July 19, 2016   4:00 p.m.      Executive Conference Room 
 

 
 
 

Call to Order: 

Councilmember Lovrovich called the meeting to order at 4:03pm.  

Councilmembers Lovrovich, Kadzik, and Malich, Jennifer Kester, Shawna Wise were in 
attendance.  

 

New Business: 

 

1. Interview Candidates for Design Review Board 
 
a. Jon Ashlock – Mr. Ashlock shared a background of his work history and hobbies. He 

currently works for Weyerhaeuser and own his own home inspection business.  He 
explained he has spent time rehabilitating homes to be added to the historic registry in 
Dayton, WA.  Mr. Ashlock also shared that he has an understanding of the DRB 
functions and is available to attend all meetings.  
 

b. John Ross – Mr. Ross explained that he is familiar with the Design Review Board 
process and has an understanding of the Board functions.  He explained that he would 
like to be more involved in the community and is looking forward to articulating to the 
public why DRB decisions/policies were made.  Mr. Ross also shared that he spent 
almost two years as the Interim Executive Director of the Harbor History Museum where 
he archived items and identified historic homes in Gig Harbor.  

 
c. Gena Cruciani – Ms. Cruciani said that she is a Gig Harbor homeowner and is very 

connected to downtown.  She explained she is very interested in the community and 
serving on the DRB is one way to be involved. She shared that her work history 
includes planning and experience in the political climate.  She is self-employed and is 
available to attend all meetings.  

 
d. Darrin Filand – Mr. Filand shared that he would like to continue his work on the DRB 

and has a passion for the downtown area.  He said he would like to anticipate 
where we’re going and would like to have a good road map. He has served on the 
DRB for 10 years and would like to continue to serve as Chair.   
 

e. Paul Crow – Mr. Crow explained that he would like to serve on the DRB because he 
has time to commit to it and enjoys working on projects.  He shared that he has a 
personal interest maritime history.  He said he understands the role of a DRB 
member and feels he can remain unbiased and as a captain, he is used to following 
guidelines and policies and feels he would do a good job. 

 

After the interviews, Councilmembers discussed the applicants.  They agreed that this was 
one of the hardest decisions to make because all five applicants are excellent and qualified.   

 

Councilmember Malich stated that in the past we have had a hard time finding applicants and 
while he is happy to see so many applicants for the Design Review Board, it makes it tough 
when all are such great candidates.  
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Councilmember Kadzik said that all candidates would be excellent to serve on any of our 
Boards and that we should reach out to those who aren’t selected when there are future 
openings. He said the city would benefit to have any of them involved. He stated that he 
would like to recommend that Darrin Filand continue to serve as longevity on a Board can be 
a really good thing.   

 

Councilmember Malich disagreed, stating that there is a benefit to having new people with 
new ideas.  

 

Councilmember Lovrovich explained that in the case of the DRB, where it is about policy and 
following the design manual, having someone with experience and the knowledge of the 
policies is a benefit.  She said she would support the re-appointment of Darrin Filand.  

 

The following recommendations were made:  
 
Recommend the re-appointment of Darrin Filand 

Kadzik / Lovrovich - Malich nay  
 
Recommend the appointment of Jon Ashlock  
 Malich / Lovrovich – unanimously approved 

 

    

Meeting adjourned at 5:35pm 
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Report to the City of Required Public Activities 

Gig Harbor Canoe & Kayak Racing Team 

2016 Mid Year 

July 19, 2016 

 

Presented by: 

GHCKRT Site Compliance Committee 

GHCKRT Board of Directors 

 

 

Pursuant to the Facility Use Agreement between the City of Gig Harbor and Gig Harbor Canoe and Kayak 

Racing Team (GHCKRT) dated December 7, 2014, we would like to submit the following report of public 

benefit activities for the six-month period from January – June 2016 (shown in bold text).  This is in 

compliance with Item 8 of the Facility Use Agreement. 
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2 
Gig Harbor Canoe and Kayak Racing Team Report, July 2016 

 

Gig Harbor Canoe & Kayak Racing Team (GHCKRT) has been actively engaged in the public benefit 

activities outlined in the facility use agreement.  The public benefit has been for both the participants 

and the general public and is considered as in-kind compensation for use of the property.  The activities 

are detailed and referenced by subsection below. 

A.  Direct benefits to the participating youth, including: 

a.  safe, health, and physical activity;  

Member of the GHCKRT have participated in over 400 hours per paddler of time in the 
past year on the water learning and improving their skills in sprint canoes and kayaks.  
The 2016 summer development camps are underway and will introduce the sport to 60 
local youth aged 8 - 14. 
 

b. the opportunity to explore the harbor in human-powered watercraft;  

As stated in item a above, team members have spent over 400 hours per paddler on the 
water in the past year.  The youth have been out in rain, sun, wind, low-tide, high-tide, 
busy traffic, and no traffic. They have been able to use the harbor not only for perfecting 
their chosen sport, but for spiritual sustenance, nature appreciation, and fun.  Their 
unique perspective by being so close to the water is an experience they love and 
recharges them each day. 
 

c. the opportunity to embrace Olympic ideals;  

The Olympic motto:  CITIUS-ALTIUS-FORTIUS;  FASTER – HIGHER – STRONGER 
 
Olympic maxim:  The most important thing in the Olympic Games is not winning but 
taking part; the essential thing in life is not conquering but fighting well. 

"Olympism is a philosophy of life, exalting and combining 

in a balanced whole the qualities of body, will and mind. Blending sport with 

culture and education, Olympism seeks to create a way of life based on the joy 

found in effort, the educational value of good example and respect for universal 

fundamental ethical principles. The goal of Olympism is to place sport at the 

service of the harmonious development of man, with a view to promoting a peaceful 

society concerned with the preservation of human dignity." (Olympic Charter, 

Fundamental Principles, paragraph 1, 2)  

GHCKRT and Olympic Ideals 

In addition to the Olympic motto, maxim, and definition of Olympism above, the 

International Olympic Committee has embraced three core values:  Excellence, 

Friendship, and Respect.  GHCKRT is a prime example of all of these Olympic ideals.  We 

are a team that has produced top athletes in the field of flat-water canoe/kayak sprint 

and we hope to continue to do so; but that is not our only goal.  The journey of each 

athlete is a prime focus of the team, and we strive to impart skills and attitudes that will 
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3 
Gig Harbor Canoe and Kayak Racing Team Report, July 2016 

 

help the athletes not only in their sport, but in their life. GHCKRT welcomes all who are 

interested and, through our development program, provides the opportunity for each 

athlete to participate at the level they are able (both physical and financial).   

Our team imparts the value of giving one’s best (whatever that level is at that time).  

Winning is but one aspect of focus.  Athletes learn to set personal goals, work toward 

them, and make progress on the water, in the gym, and in their daily lives.  Every 

individual learns the rewards of having a strong body, mind, and will. 

The camaraderie of the team is infectious.  This is truly a team, not a harsh competitive 

environment.  The friendships that develop through practice and competition provide 

the athletes bonds that develop regardless of where you live, what school you go to, or 

what religion you are.  Respect is given because all understand the dedication it takes to 

commit to this sport.  Commitment is seen in physical fitness, fair play, good 

sportsmanship, and team support. 

Sport can be one the major influences on our youth.  GHCKRT embodies Olympism and 

is a safe harbor for the kids of Gig Harbor and the surrounding areas to develop healthy 

lifestyles and strong life skills. 

d. and to represent our community and country in international competition. 

 In March, the team travelled to Bothell, WA to represent Gig Harbor at the 

Race for the Cookies. 

 In April, the team hosted the 5th Annual Paddlers Cup, as described in detail 

above.  Website 

 In April, six athletes represented Gig Harbor at the 2016 Team USA 

Canoe/Kayak Sprint Team Trials in Gainesville, GA.  Three athletes qualified 

for Team USA, representing the US in international competition. 

 In May, the team travelled to Maple Ridge, British Columbia to represent Gig 

Harbor in the Slawko Fedechko Season Opener Regatta. 

 In May, two athletes represented Gig Harbor at the 2016 Canoe Spring Pan Am 

Championships, held this year in Gainesville, GA.  Info link 

 In May, three athletes represented Gig Harbor at the Canamex Regatta in 

Mexico. 

 In May, one athlete represented Gig Harbor at the 2016 Paracanoe World 

Championships in Duisburg, Germany.  Facebook Page 

 In June, the team travelled to Seattle to represent Gig Harbor at the Ted Houk 

Regatta on Greenlake. 

 In June, the team represented Gig Harbor in the Bellingham Regatta. 

Please see the team website (www.ghckrt.com) for detailed results of the above. 
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Gig Harbor Canoe and Kayak Racing Team Report, July 2016 

 

B. Source of pride for the community 

 

2016 Paddlers Cup 

 

This year was the 5th Annual Paddlers Cup, a two-day canoe, kayak and SUP racing event.  

There were 107 athletes, 22 sponsors, and 20 vendors participating in the 2016 Paddlers Cup.  

In addition to coming from the Gig Harbor area, the event drew racers from Tacoma, Puyallup, 

Seattle, Portland, Oak Harbor, Bellingham, Vancouver B.C., Coeur d’Alene, and Germany.  

The first day included 100 meter, 5000 meter, and 10,000 meter races.  The second day 

included the Cross Narrows Challenge, a long-distance race from Skansie Park to Owens Beach 

at Point Defiance and back that is becoming increasingly popular among regional SUP 

atheletes, and the second annual Dragon Boat Races. 

 

2016 Paddlers Cup Tacoma/Seattle area athlete residence distribution: 

 

2016 Paddlers Cup Registration: 

107 total athletes 

(31)      Kayakers 

(23)  Canoe 

(42)  SUP 

(3)    Outriggers 

(2)   Paracaone 

(6)  Rec. Crafts 

 

The weather was terrific, and the event drew large numbers of spectators and 

shoppers/diners patronizing the vendors and area shops and restaurants.  Additionally, an 

amazing drone video of the event produced by Seattle Drones is available on Youtube:  
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5 
Gig Harbor Canoe and Kayak Racing Team Report, July 2016 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pFhvXKEoZc4.  The video highlights the spectacular 

beauty of Gig Harbor. 

 

Additional details and photographs can be found at: Paddlers Cup Website 

C. Daily clean-up of Gig Harbor waters by GHCKRT 

Athletes and safety boats continue to gather trash and remove hazards found in the waters of 
the harbor each time they are out on the water.   
 

D. Daily clean-up of Property by GHCKRT 

After every practice, all athletes are responsible for tidying up after themselves around the 
storage racks and the Property.  In addition, older athletes are responsible for a final check of 
the Property to make sure personal items, trash, etc. are cleaned up.   
 

E. Quarterly clean-up of Property beach to mean lower-low water by GHCKRT 

GHCKRT conducted two beach clean-ups during the January - June 2016 period.  The clean ups 
were timed to coincide with low tide.   Pounds of broken glass were picked up, in addition to 
other trash.  Please see the GHCKRT Facebook page for beach cleanup pictures.  Beach clean 
up details: 

 4/23/16 – low tide at 12:54 p.m., 0.0’ 

 6/30/16 – low tide at 8:36 a.m., -0.1’ 
  

F. Yearly public presentation at the Property demonstrating the GHCKRT program and awards, 

participant skills, and local talent 

a. Numerous public awards ceremonies for the Paddlers Cup events were held at Skansie 
Park in April.  Additionally, educational PA presentations were given throughout the 
two-day event explaining the skills, crafts, and races on display at the Regatta. 

b. A public awards ceremony for the Ted Houck/Seattle Regatta participants was held at 
Skansie Park in June. 

c. A public awards ceremony for the Bellingham Regatta participants was held at Skansie 
Park in June. 

 
G. Year-round interpretive display on, or adjacent to, the portable boat storage racks identifying 

the benefits of exercise and the skills of canoeists and kayakers. 

Please refer to the December 2014 report to the City, which includes an attachment showing 

the Interpretive Display. 
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Minutes 

City of Gig Harbor Planning Commission 
Work Study Session 

Gig Harbor Civic Center – Community Rooms A&B 
June 16, 2016 

 
5:00 p.m. - Call to order, roll call 
 
Present: Reid Ekberg, Rick Gagliano, Bill Coughlin, Spencer Hutchins, Meridith Hatch, 
Pamela Peterson, Craig Baldwin 
 
Staff: Lindsey Sehmel, Jennifer Kester, Leah Johnson 
 
Election of Officers: Per Commission by-laws.  
 
Motion:  
Move to re-elect Reid Ekberg as Chair. Gagliano/Peterson- Motion Carried 
 
Motion: 
Move to re-elect Craig Baldwin as Vice Chair. Coughlin/Gagliano 
 
Approval of Minutes: June 2, 2016  
 
Motion: 
Move to approve 6.02.16 minutes as written. Coughlin/Hatch Motion carried 
 
Work Study Session – Community Rooms A&B 

 
1. Zones and Uses in The Harbor: Continue discussion based upon the full package of verbal 

and written comments. Direct staff on the Commission’s next steps.  
 

The planning commission further discussed their thoughts on the 5.19.16 hearing as well as what 
direction they will take moving forward and how that process will be broken down. 
 
The suggestion of once monthly meetings was considered so that staff can better process and serve 
the commissioners and utilize the meeting times more efficiently.  
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6:00 p.m. - Work Study Session Site Visit – 6302 112th St – Gig Harbor WA 98332 
 

2. Site Visit - Comprehensive Plan Amendment:  
a. Walt Smith Gravel Mine (PL-COMP-15-0001/PL-DEV-15-0002/PL-SEPA-15-0007) – 

Land Use Map Amendment Request 

 
Adjourn – From 5302 112th St – Gig Harbor WA 98332 
 
 
Note: The Commission will be holding a work study session onsite for agenda item #2. The 
Commission and staff will depart the Civic Center at 6 p.m. with an assumed arrival at 6:15 
p.m. to site. The meeting will continue to be open to the public.  
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 MINUTES 
GIG HARBOR PARKS COMMISSION 
Wednesday, June 1, 2016 – 5:30 p.m. 

Community Rooms A/B 
                                            
 

CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL: 

Parks Commissioner - John Skansi: Absent (unexcused) 
Parks Commissioner - Sara McDaniel: Present 
Parks Commissioner - Nicole Hicks: Present 
Parks Commissioner - Gregg Vermillion: Absent (unexcused) 
Parks Commissioner - Rick Offner: Present 
Parks Commissioner - Robyn Denson: Present 
Parks Commissioner - Ben Coronado: Present 
Staff - Katrina Knutson: Present 
Staff - Terri Reed: Present 
Staff - Lisa Krasas: Present 
  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Approval of April 6, 2016 Parks Commission Meeting Minutes 
Approval of May 16, 2016 City Council/Parks Commission Work Session Minutes 
 
MOTION: Move to approve the April 6, 2016 and May 16, 2016 Parks Commission 
Minutes. 
 
Denson / Offner – Motion passed unanimously 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Parks Appreciation Day Recap – Parks Commission Chair Sara McDaniel 
Parks Appreciation Day participation had lower than usual volunteers this year.  
Ideas for including local neighborhoods and businesses were discussed. 
 

2. Native American Honoring Project @ Austin Estuary Park – Gary Williamson 
presented photos of locations of other honoring sculptures.  He described the 
project as a portal to honor the indigenous people and early settlers of the area.  
Mark Anderson described some of the ways that the committee is proposing to 
engage the Puyallup tribe.  His preference of location of the sculpture would be 
inside the park to draw people in.  

 
MOTION: Move to endorse the concept of the Native American Honoring Project as 
presented.  
 
Offner / Denson – Motion passed unanimously 
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NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Parks Commission Work Program – Katrina Knutson detailed the items on the 
July 2014 Parks Commission Work Plan and asked for input on updating the plan 
for 2016-2018.  Parks Commission members discussed various ideas for parks 
items. 

 
MOTION: Move to recommend the following prioritized parks capital projects and 
work plan policy items: 
 
Capital Projects and Planning Work Plan Items: 

1. Crescent Creek Park:  Visioning and Master Plan 
2. City Play Structure Master Plan 
3. Harbor Hill Park Master Plan 
4. Ferry Landing Park: Trail Feasibility Study 
5. Old Burnham Properties: Visioning  

 
Policy Work Plan Items: 

1. Private Use and Structures in Parks Policy 
2. Park Rules Ordinance 
3. Field Reservations Policy for KLM Veterans Memorial Park 

  
McDaniel / Coronado – Motion passed unanimously 

 
1. 2017-2018 Budget Discussion – Katrina Knutson updated the Commission on the 

2017-2018 budget process.  It was requested that the Crescent Creek Master 
Plan budget be increased as it is the number one priority work item. 

 

PARK UPDATES 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Kirsten Gregory, 8115 43th Street NW, Gig Harbor, Gig Harbor Canoe and Kayak 
Racing Team Representative for the Ancich Park project, was present in case there 
were any questions regarding the team material that had previously been distributed to 
the Parks Commission.  
 

ADJOURN: 

MOTION: Move to adjourn at 7:07 p.m. 
 
Offner / Hicks – Motion passed unanimously 
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