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MINUTES 
GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
Monday, October 10, 2016 – 5:30 p.m. 

 
CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL: 
Mayor Pro Tem Payne called the meeting to order.  Present: Councilmembers Malich, 
Arbenz, Ekberg, Perrow, Lovrovich, and Kadzik.  Mayor Guernsey was absent. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
PRESENTATIONS: 

1. Gig Harbor Canoe and Kayak Racing Team Recognition. 
Mayor Pro Tem Payne announced that the Gig Harbor Canoe and Kayak Racing Team won its 
fifth national championship this past August. In addition, thirteen of the athletes were selected to 
join the Olympic Hopes Regatta in Hungary to represent the United States. He said this is a 
phenomenal honor for our community and read a message from Mayor Guernsey congratulating 
the athletes and coaches, thanking them for being a part of the community, and wishing them 
luck on future endeavors. 
 
The names of the 43 members of the team were read aloud, and Mayor Pro Tem Payne 
presented those that came forward with a certificate of recognition. 
 

2. Outstanding Career Achievement for Historic Preservation Award.   
Mayor Pro Tem Payne announced that the city would like to honor a great contributor to our 
community, Lita Dawn Stanton. Each year the Washington State Dept. of Archeology and 
Historic Preservation honors persons, organizations, and projects that have achieved distinction 
in the field of historic preservation. Ms. Stanton was one of the 2016 award recipients.  As the 
former Historic Preservation Officer, she successfully worked to recognize and protect the 
Skansie Brothers Park, the Skansie Netshed, and the Eddon Boatworks.  He asked the 
audience to join in congratulating her. He then presented Ms. Stanton with a notebook portfolio 
in recognition of her service to the community. 
 
Ms. Stanton thanked the city for recognizing Gig Harbor’s historic preservation and presented 
an overview of these accomplishments. She stressed the importance of historic preservation 
and encourage Council to reinstate the Historic Preservation Officer position to ensure future 
balance. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Payne apologized that he didn’t ask if someone from the GHCKRT would like to 
say a few words. 
 
Coach Holmes Schmidt thanked Gig Harbor for recognizing the hard work of this team. He said 
they want to keep on this path to unite the old and the new: historic preservation and the sport 
of the young people, in harmony, so we all have a better future. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Approval of City Council Minutes Sept. 26, 2016   

2. Receive and File: a) Shawna Wise – Certified Municipal Clerk;  b) Design Review 

Board Minutes July 28, 2016;  c) City Council / Planning Commission Worksession 

Minutes Oct. 3, 2016;  d) Draft GH Arts Commission Minutes Sep. 1, 2016  

3. Resolution No. 1047 - Interlocal with AWC Risk Management Service Agency  

4. Resolution No. 1048 -  2017-18 Gig Harbor Legislative Agenda  

5. Employee Safety and Accident Prevention Plan Update  
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6. Interlocal Agreement – West Sound Stormwater Outreach Group  

7. Tabling the Harbor Zones and Uses Project  
8. Olympic Drive Right-turn Lane Pocket / Chevron Property – Phase 2 Environmental Site 

Assessment  
9. Olympic Drive Right-turn Lane Pocket / Chevron Property – Purchase and Sale 

Agreement   
10. Approval of Payroll for the month of September: Checks #7727 through #7744 and direct 

deposits in the amount of $615,537.41 
11. Approval of Payment of Bills Oct 10, 2016: Checks #82369 through #82470 and ACH 

payments in the amount of $459,531.43. 
 
MOTION: Move to adopt the Consent Agenda as presented. 
  Lovrovich / Ekberg - unanimously approved. 
 
City Administrator Ron Williams recognized the efforts of Assistant City Clerk Shawna Wise for 
obtaining her Certified Municipal Clerk status. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: None.  
 
NEW BUSINESS:    

1. Stanich Ave. and Grandview Forest Park – Small Public Works Contract Award (2 trees) 

   
 
Project Engineer Marcos McGraw presented the background information for the contract to 
remove two trees identified to be diseased. Council questions were addressed. 
 
MOTION: Move to authorize the Mayor to execute a Small Public Works Contract with 

Woodland Industries GC, Inc. in an amount not to exceed $5,967.50. 
  Ekberg / Perrow - unanimously approved. 
 

2. Resolution No. 1049 - Amending Gig Harbor’s Employment Growth Targets    
Senior Planner Lindsey Sehmel explained that this resolution addresses inconsistencies with 
the adopted growth target in the 2030 Comprehensive Plan by accepting an additional 235 
Employment Growth Targets to the City’s 2030 employment allocation.  
 
 MOTION: Move to adopt Resolution No. 1049 requesting the Pierce County Council to 

amend Ordinance 2011-36s to add 235 Employment Growth Targets to the City 
of Gig Harbor’s 2030 employment allocation. 

  Malich / Arbenz - unanimously approved. 
 

3. Public Hearing and First Reading of Ordinance – Residential Sprinklers      
City Administrator Ron Williams introduced the agenda item and provided an overview of the 
efforts that has occurred since this ordinance was before Council earlier this year.  

 
Building/Fire Safety Director Paul Rice presented additional background of this ordinance that 
would require an approved automatic sprinkler system in all new one-family and two-family 
dwellings and townhouses.  
 
Mayor Pro Tem asked Mr. Williams to give an overview of the incentives that were offered. This 
and other Council questions were addressed. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Payne opened the public hearing at 6:27 p.m. 
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Jeni Woock – 3412 Lewis Street.  Ms. Woock, Citizens for the Preservation of Gig Harbor 
spoke in favor of adopting the fire sprinkler ordinance. She said sprinklers would help save life 
and property, use less water, and provide a safer working environment for our fire fighters.  
 
Jim Pasin – 3206 50th St. Ct. NW.  Mr. Pasin spoke against the ordinance, posing several 
comments and questions. He addressed the outreach efforts, monitoring, inspections, water 
purveyors and pressure, location requirements, installation companies, remodels, permitting, 
insurance reduction, and smoke detectors. 
 
Corey Watson – Quadrant Homes, 15900 Eastgate Way, Bellevue.  Mr. Watson spoke against 
the ordinance. He commented on the General Facility Charge (GFC) reduction. He said not 
charging the 1” rate it could reduce the availability of ERUs. He also asked if the city has the 
staff to retrofit the setters for a 1” connector.  
 
Jerimiah LaFranca – Master Builders Association, 1120 Pacific Ave Ste. 301 Tacoma.  Mr. 
LaFranca spoke against the ordinance. He shared death by fire related statistics, saying life 
safety is important to everyone, but the focus should be on the best way to accomplish this.  
 
Kurt Wilson – Soundbuilt Homes, 12815 Canyon Road East, Puyallup.  Mr. Wilson spoke 
against the ordinance.  He categorized the requirement as an unfunded mandate that would 
unreasonably hit someone’s pocket down the line.  
 
Tom Young – Azure NW Homes, 10323 123rd St NW.  Mr. Young spoke against the ordinance, 
and talked about the effect of the additional cost on his ability to compete with larger home 
builders and on the affordable homes market. 
 
Katherine Rudolph – Pierce County Association of Realtors. Ms. Rudolph spoke against the 
ordinance.  Of concern is the data showing that the actual fire danger is in older housing stock 
and mobile home stock and so what is the advantage of adding fire sprinklers to high quality 
new construction single family residences.  She commented on the potential issue with multiple 
water purveyors in Gig Harbor and the effect on affordable house. 
 
Kirk Lent –  (stepped out of chambers). 
 
Scott Walker – Rush Construction, 6622 Wollochet Dr. NW.  Mr. Walker voiced opposition to 
the ordinance. He said Council is being asked to make an important decision that will affect all 
single family homes, on short notice and with limited data. He cited the numbers of new homes 
that remain to be built in Gig Harbor and the associated costs. He cited FEMA data on fire 
related deaths and their causes and asked if it wouldn’t make more sense to target the root 
cause of residential fires rather than a requirement to sprinkler all buildings. He said we should 
work closely to vet solutions.  
 
Garrett Gibson – Lemar Homes, 1818 109th Ave Ct. E. Edgewood. Mr. Gibson spoke against 
the ordinance saying there is no factual basis in the data being presented to base this on. He 
said they provided alternative, less costly measures with better results than sprinklering. They 
also proposed a 5,000 square foot threshold, but there has been no counter to that number.  
The city’s “significant financial incentives” were the only compromise offered and misleading 
due to increased cost for larger meters and review fees and are temporary in nature. 
 
Bob Camp -3608 East Bay Drive. Mr. Camp spoke against the ordinance. He referenced the 
Growth Management Act and added jobs, saying that the cost to put a sprinkler system in a 
single family home will eliminate 650 families from being able to afford a house where they 
work, which those people on the road. 
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Brendon Mason – Olympic Property Group, 5727 Baker Way NW.  Mr. Mason praised the Gig 
Harbor Fire Department personnel, then said it is Council’s job to balance issues with 
competing goals. He asked if the cost of adding sprinklers to new homes is justified by the 
improvement to life safety. If so, then should they be required of all Gig Harbor homes. Though 
the intent is admirable, the benefits are outweighed by both the short and long term cost impact 
to install and maintain. He compared fighting fires in Gig Harbor with Seattle, where there is no 
requirement for sprinklers. He said there needs to be a nexus between the new requirement 
and the conditions in Gig Harbor. He referenced the Fox Island fire and how the conditions in 
Gig Harbor North are different.  This requirement will add a significant burden to the cost of 
homeownership adding that there are more cost effective ways to increase home fire safety. 
 
Kirk Lent – Windermere Realty, 15202 19th Ave Ct. NW.  Mr. Lent spoke against the ordinance.  
He said it’s important that we make smoke detectors operational verses requiring them to be 
hard-wired. He said there will be abuse in the permit system if we require all retrofits to be 
hard-wired.  
 
Isaac Stocks - 1412 39th St. Puyallup.  Mr. Stocks said most builders have built homes with fire 
sprinklers. He has three projects that will be built with sprinklers because there are issues with 
access and fire flow. This isn’t the case at Harbor Hill. He said there are always intended and 
unintended consequences to requirements using the decline of single family building permits 
over the past three years due to the high cost of sprinkler requirements. 
 
There were no further public comments and the public hearing closed at 7:05 p.m.    
 
Councilmembers asked staff questions and discussed the issues that were identified.  After 
extensive discussion, they requested that this return for a second reading at the October 24th 
Council meeting and should include the costs to the city for the GFCs, the permits, and 
proposed language for the requirement and cost impact for a requirement for smoke detectors.  
 
Mr. Rice explained the reason the financial information was not included because we don’t 
know how many homes will be permitted in the future.  

4. First Reading of Ordinance – Pawn Shops  
Chief Kelly Busey introduced this ordinance that formally adopts the state law requirement for 
certain businesses to maintain a log of all transactions and to make the information available to 
law enforcement.  He answered questions and requested that this return on the Consent 
Agenda for adoption at the next meeting. Council concurred. 
 

5. First Reading of Ordinance – Updates to Harbor Code  
Chief Kelly Busey introduced this ordinance amending the definition of overnight moorage to 
8:00 p.m. to 8:00 a.m. to allow for visitors to patronize local businesses.   He answered 
questions and requested that this return on the Consent Agenda for adoption at the next 
meeting. Council concurred. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  No one came forward to speak. 
 
STAFF REPORT:  
 

1. Property Transfer – Pierce Transit.  City Administrator Ron Williams introduced Ron 
Cohen, President of F.I.S.H. Food Bank.  He explained that there may be an opportunity for 
property transfer from Pierce Transit that could facilitate a new location for the food bank. 
 
Ron Cohen provided an overview of F.I.S.H. and the services that they offer in the community. 
He explained that it will take a government entity to negotiate with Pierce Transit for the property 
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and then they could lease it back to F.I.S.H.  F.I.S.H. would use a capital campaign to raise the 
necessary funds for a new facility to provide social services. Could include D.S.H.S. and others 
to partner. 
 
COUNCIL REPORTS / COMMENTS: 

1. Lodging Tax Advisory Committee: Tue. Oct 4th.  City Administrator Ron Williams 
reported on the recent meeting.  

 
2. Intergovernmental Affairs: Mon Oct 10th.  Councilmember Payne reported that the State 

Lobbyist provided the legislative agenda at the last meeting. No further updates at this time. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Payne asked for continued prayers for the Mayor and her husband. 
 
Councilmember Ekberg reported that Katrina Knutson was recently elected as a new Board 
Member of the Greater Gig Harbor Conservancy as well as Dave Morris and Justin Stiefel, so 
Gig Harbor is well represented.  He then mentioned the editorial in the Gateway reminding 
people that just because you see it in an email or online it doesn’t mean it’s true.  He also 
reported that the YMCA, partnered with the Peninsula School District to provided water safety 
training to the 2nd and 3rd graders. It was very successful and may expand throughout Pierce 
County. 
 
Councilmember Perrow explained that he was asked to participate in the oral board for new 
lateral police officers. He also said that Councilmembers Malich, Ekberg, and he and his son 
attended the ribbon cutting for the newest phase of the Wastewater Treatment Plant upgrades.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 

1. Budget Worksession I – Mon. Oct 17th at 5:30 p.m. 
2. Boards and Candidate Review: Tue. Oct. 18th at 4:00 p.m. 
3. Budget Worksession II – Tue. Oct 18th at 5:30 p.m. 

 
ADJOURN TO WORKSTUDY SESSION:  Low Impact Development, Public Works Standards 
and Related Code Updates 
 
Move to adjourn to the workstudy session at 8:12 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________  ___________________________________ 
Mayor Guernsey     Molly Towslee, City Clerk 
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NOTICE OF LIQUOR LICENSE APPLICATION

WASHINGTON STATE LIQUOR AND CANNABIS BOARD
License Division  -  3000 Pacific,  P.O.  Box 43075

Olympia, WA 98504-3075
Customer Service:  (360)  664-1600

Fax: (360)  753-2710
Website: http://lcb.wa.gov

RETURN TO: localauthority@sp.lcb.wa.gov

As required by RCW 66.24.010(8), the Liquor and Cannabis Board is notifying you that the above has
applied for a liquor license.  You have 20 days from the date of this notice to give your input on
this application.  If we do not receive this notice back within 20 days, we will assume you have no
objection to the issuance of the license.  If you need additional time to respond, you must submit a
written request for an extension of up to 20 days, with the reason(s) you need more time.  If you
need information on SSN, contact our CHRI desk at (360) 664-1724.

YES NO

1. Do you approve of applicant? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
2. Do you approve of location? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
3. If you disapprove and the Board contemplates issuing a license, do you wish to

request an adjudicative hearing before final action is taken? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(See WAC 314-09-010 for information about this process)

4. If you disapprove, per RCW 66.24.010(8) you MUST attach a letter to the Board
detailing the reason(s) for the objection and a statement of all facts on which your
objection(s) are based.

DATE SIGNATURE OF MAYOR,CITY MANAGER,COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OR DESIGNEE

TO: MOLLY TOWSLEE, CITY CLERK
RE: NEW APPLICATION DATE: 10/18/16

UBI: 604-035-804-001-0001

APPLICANTS:

GERTIE AND THE GIANT OCTOPUS LLC

BEERS, SIDNEY  N
             1963-09-24
MELISSA, BEERS
   (Spouse)  1967-01-15

License: 423858 - 1U      County: 27

Tradename: GERTIE AND THE GIANT OCTOPUS

Loc  Addr:

Mail Addr:

4747 POINT FOSDICK DR NW STE 6
GIG HARBOR               WA 98335-2313

881 11TH LANE FI
FOX ISLAND               WA 98333-9502

Phone No.: 253-549-2356 SIDNEY N BEERS

Privileges Applied For:
    DIRECT SHIPMENT RECEIVER-IN WA ONLY
    BEER/WINE REST - BEER/WINE

6040358040010001
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MINUTES 
Intergovernmental Affairs Committee 

September 26, 2016 – 4:00 p.m. 
Executive Conference Room 

 
 

Call to Order Councilmembers Payne, Perrow, and Arbenz, Mayor Guernsey, Ron 
Williams, Shawna Wise, Dale Learn and Paul Hoover via teleconference. 
 
Briahna Murray and Chelsea Hager, GTH, joined the meeting at 4:25 pm. 

Federal Legislative Update 

Dale Learn shared that Congress is doing a Continuing Resolution to keep the Federal Government 

open after the end of the fiscal year. They have come to an agreement to keep it open through December 
9th and then move into a lame duck session through November and December.  
 
Mr. Learn stated that should Senator Murray win the November election, she will possible run for the #2 
position in the Democratic Party in the Senate.  Senator Cantwell is likely to remain the ranking member of 
the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee and may Chair the committee.  Mr. Learn explained 
that this could benefit Gig Harbor because this committee overseas the Historic Preservation, Maritime 
issues, and the Heritage Bill.   
 

Mr. Learn shared that a Grants Coordinator has been hired to start November 1st and feels that 
this position will help identify, strategize, and seek grants, making us more competitive in winning 
the awards.   

Other Business 
 
1.  Public Works Board Update – City Engineer, Steve Misiurak, shared the September 2016 

Public Works Board Retreat and Meeting Recap.    

Mr. Misiurak stated that part of the outcome of the two-day workshop was the development of the 
Purpose and Needs Statement, clearly identifying the purpose of the Board. He said the purpose 
is to fund public infrastructure needs and taxes that were agreed to in 1985, set up to fund the 
PW Assistance Account.   

Mr. Misiurak said part of the discussion included a strategy in moving forward to retain the 
infrastructure funding, which is to propose two new bills in the next legislative session. He said 
there was a call for projects and 34 applications were received in access of $105M. The Board 
will review, rank, and vote at the October session.   

He also shared that it was revealed to the Board that the Department of Commerce submitted a 
proposed budget which includes up to $3M from the PW Assistance Account to fund GMA efforts, 
which contradicts earlier actions that the Board had not agreed to. Mr. Misiurak said this is the 
first time this has occurred in the 30 year history and has conflicted with funding decisions of the 
Board and the Board is sending a protest letter to the Department of Commerce.  
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Mr. Misiurak said that if there is a misnomer at the State and public perception level, the PW 
Assistance Account continues to stay alive from the repayment of the loans and excise utility 
taxes.  There are no new revenue streams being requested by legislators, the request is to 
reinstate those funding sources.   

2.  WWTP Ribbon Cutting – Shawna Wise reminded the Committee of the ribbon cutting 
ceremony on October 6th at 11:00 am.  

State Legislative Update 
 
Councilmember Payne clarified the City has not secured an agreement yet with PenLight and Gig 
Harbor Little League for the sale and it would be premature to state that at the Council meeting.  
 

Briahna Murray shared the Draft 2017-19 Gig Harbor Legislative Agenda    She said she will 
go over the legislative priorities with City Council and open it for discussion.   
 
Councilmember Payne clarified that the $2M ask for the sports complex, phase 1, is for multi-
sport turf lit field on the City’s property.  Ms. Murray shared that if the City only receives $1M, the 
City must still be able to deliver the project.  Ron Williams said that Katrina Knutson has the 
details of how much the overall project will cost.  
 
Councilmember Perrow stated that Councilmembers should be asked to send any suggested 
changes to legislative agenda back to the IGA Committee and then it can come back on the 
consent agenda at the next Council meeting.   Mayor Guernsey asked that there also be a 
resolution. 

Meeting adjourned at 4:38 pm. 
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MINUTES 

GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL WORKSESSION  
Thursday, October 06, 2016 – 5:30 p.m. 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL: 
 
Mayor Guernsey and Councilmembers Malich, Arbenz, Ekberg, Perrow, Lovrovich, and 
Kadzik. Councilmember Payne was absent. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

ANCICH PARK AD HOC COMMITTEE MEETING UPDATE: 

Mayor Guernsey provided a brief introduction to the session and turned it over to Public Works 
Director Jeff Langhelm, who explained that this is a follow-up to the Sept. 26th Council Meeting 
as well as the Ancich Ad Hoc Committee meeting held this morning. He then introduced the 
design team: Katrina Knutson, Emily Appleton, and consultants Steve Roberts, and Rich 
Meracom. 

Katrina Knutson, Parks Project Administrator, presented an overview of the Ad Hoc Committee 
meeting held this morning where three topics were addressed: the Ancich Netshed and Pier, the 
Jerkovich Pier Restoration, and the upland development. The takeaways from this meeting 
were: 

 Overall very positive in terms of the design and how the city was responsive to feedback 

 Safety concerns with backing up of vehicles from the driveway 

 Sidewalks for pedestrian flow 

 Reach out to the Department of Historic Preservation for netshed design 

 Finalize user requirements for interior structure design 
 
Ancich Pier and Netshed. Steve Robert, Project Manager from PND Consultants presented 
information on the objective to: 1) provide an adequate foundation, and 2) accommodate vehicle 
use for the commercial fishing activities. He addressed Council questions. 
 
Ms. Knutson explained that the DRB will review the design for historical appropriateness and we 
will coordinate with the Dept. of Historic Preservation and DHP. Council discussed the need to 
add an additional door to drive through the netshed and asked about exterior finishes. 
 
Jerkovich Pier Renovation.  Katrina presented the plan to leave the pier access in good or better 
condition. Steve Roberts discussed the condition assessment of the existing pier and the 
proposed design. He addressed questions. Some of the topics discussed: 
 

 Goal to maintain an area to turn around  

 Obligation to provide a 10 feet easement on east side of pier 

 Pursue retrofit verses installing all new with a 30 year life; cost is similar 

 Sea levels rising: benefit of raising grade 1-1/2 feet higher 

 New pilings and raising grade would address future mitigation for adding floats 
 
Upland Development.  Ms. Knutson provided an update.  Some of the concerns voiced during 
the Ad Hoc meetings: 
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 Maximize open space 

 Minimize view impacts 

 Keep driveways intact 

 Size of view platform 

 Recommended no bulkhead 
 
Steve Roberts and Rich Maracom discussed the details of the changes made to address these 
comments, and shared some details on the proposed elements on finishing and hardscape. 
 
Council asked questions and provided comments which are summarized below: 
 

 Types of trees and limiting the height 

 Power pole to be moved 

 Maximum flexibility on placement of benches and picnic tables 

 Steps to beach: it would require a variance to go further than high water mark 

 Grass on rooftop could be a maintenance issue 

 Design looks too modern for the historic neighborhood 

 Don’t want it to be “artistic” 

 Incorporate pausing places on stairway 

 Concern with cost 

 Alternatives for the canopy 
 

Ms. Knutson addressed cost by explaining that we wanted to go with the largest project possible 
during permitting to allow flexibility. There is opportunity to amend these before final design. 
 
Planning Director Jennifer Kester explained that the Design Review Board will provide additional 
input on the design. 
 
Ms. Knutson explained that we would like to come back at the end of the year for an update 
before design is finalized.  The community survey is complete and staff will begin to meet with 
the users and then present the results. Mayor Guernsey suggested this occur at the October 
24th meeting. 
 
Council Perrow asked for a more specific project schedule. 
 
ADJOURN:  There were no further comments and the meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
       Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
       _________________________________ 
       Molly Towslee, City Clerk 
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MINUTES 

GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL WORKSTUDY 
Monday, October 10, 2016 – 8:20 p.m. 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL: 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Payne and Councilmembers Malich, Arbenz, Ekberg, Perrow, 
Lovrovich, and Kadzik. 
 
AGENDA ITEMS: 
 
Introduction and Summary 

Public Works Director Jeff Langhelm explained that this is an effort to provide Council an 
opportunity to give input before staff finalizes the following amendments: 

 

1. LID and Related Code Revisions.   
 
Senior Engineer Trent Ward provided the background for these updates to the city’s 
Low Impact Development Standards and the Stormwater Manual Updates. 
 
Senior Planner Lindsey Sehmel provided additional information on low impact 
development best management practices. She also provided a summary of proposed 
amendments to trees, landscaping, and vegetation, as well as minor language edits and 
reorganization to provide better readability. 
 

2. Public Works Code Changes 
Mr. Langhelm talked about proposed changes to the codes to include: 
 

 Civil construction financial guarantee of utilities 

 Street excavation breaking through pavement; and 

 Public Works Standards – adopted 
 
And those being repealed: 
 

 Temporary on-site sewage storage tanks 

 Water distribution construction standards – duplicative 

 Public Works Construction Standard Specifications – also duplicative; and 

 Building sewer specifications. 
 
George Flanigan, Construction Inspector, also provided information on the substantial 
changes being made to the Public Works Standards. He shared slides of details for 
pervious driveways, roadways, sidewalks, and bioretention swales. 
 
Mr. Langhelm explained the proposed street trees changes. 
 

3. Noticing and Scheduling 
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Mr. Langhelm shared the noticing that will be provided and scheduling for public 
outreach for the upcoming ordinance consideration. 
 

4. Questions/Comments 
 

 
ADJOURN:   
 
There were no further comments and the worksession adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 
 
 
 
       Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
       ________________________________ 
       Molly Towslee, City Clerk 
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 HARBOR CITY COUNCIL 
BUDGET WORKSESSION- I   MINUTES 

October 17, 2016 – 5:30 p.m. 
Community Rooms A & B 

 

ROLL CALL:   Mayor Guernsey and Councilmembers Malich, Arbenz, Ekberg, Perrow, 

Lovrovich, and Kadzik. Councilmember Payne was absent.  Staff: Karen Scott, David 

Rodenbach, Kay Johnson, Stacy Colberg, Mary Ann McCool, Jennifer Kester, Paul 

Rice, Ron Williams, Kelly Busey, Shawna Wise, and Molly Towslee. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

INTRODUCTION 

City Administrator Ron Williams introduced the process to prepare and to review the 

budget documents. He commented on the presentations that staff has shared with 

Council and the public over the past few months on the effects of growth.  He passed 

out and provided information on a summary of Revenue Growth since 2010. He said the 

budget includes the staff requests for staffing levels and is balanced in all funds. He 

also shared a handout on the gross ending fund balances since 2013 and the concern 

with the projected ending fund balance for 2018. 

SALARY RANGE ADJUSTMENTS / STAFFING REQUESTS 
City Administrator Ron Williams presented an overview of the proposed staffing 

adjustments and explained that these would be covered in more detail throughout the 

budget discussions. 

 

CAPITAL PROJECTS SUMMARY 

Mr. Williams briefly referred to the project highlights. He explained this is a working 

document and commended staff for many long hours.  Hsked for preliminary questions. 

 

Council asked questions on the following: 

 Strategic Reserve Fund. 

 Concern with Ending fund balance 2018 

 Sales Tax = Construction growth. 

 Cost to add four new offcers 

 Dept. Heads given a percentage of increase over past budget  

 Policy for Strategic Reserve Fund and Ending Fund Balance 

 Last minute distribution of the budget document. Not much time to review. 
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 Need for total dollar amount for staffing changes:   1.8 million over two years. All 

from the General Fund 

 

COURT 

Court Administrator Stacy Colberg highlighted: 

 Community Outreach programs 

 Replace computers 

 Staff shortages 
 

DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION  

 Personal appearance with a prosecutor 

 Salaries verses benefit increase (change in staff members) 

 Overtime Budget based on past trend.  Do we need to add staff verses overtime 

 Law Day – waste of staff resources? 

 DUIs keep 5 years. Only need 2.  

 Process to amend infractions down 

 

ADMINISTRATION 

City Administrator Ron Williams explained that there is not really a lot of change other 
than the reclassification of the HR Analyst to HR Manager. $15,000 increase over 2 
years. 
 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION 

 Problem is council approves a new position, then staff continues to increase 

duties then request a reclass. Would prefer you come  

 Future hires would be at HR Manager salary range 

 

POLICE 

Chief Kelly Busey overview of Objectives: 

 New hire request: asked for 3 in 2017 (hiring through spring) and (2) in 2018 but 

that was changed to 2 each year. He stressed the need for 3 in 2017. 

 Overview of Officers per 1000 Citizens and resulting effect on department 

scheduling 

 Health detriment as a result of overtime and coverage issues 

 Expectation of services 

 $151,000 / year per officer increase plus vehicle 

 Replacement vehicles 

 Transport Van 

 Body Worn Cameras 
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DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION 

 What are we using for transport now? Unsafe Econoline van 

 Impact to budget to hire three in 2017?  Not a problem.  Three hires = 1 million 

includes vehicles. 

 Take home car program working well 

 Efficiency – do we have what we need? Advances in technology has helped. 

Tablets and new video cameras. 

 Guns ten years old so manufacturer has offered trade in deal 

 Don’t like tactical look of vehicles 

 Appreciate body cameras. Have three in pilot program. $7100 each with a two-

year storage contract. 

 Ford utility SUV standard?  Yes…great advance. Carry more gear, easier to 

transport. 

 

PLANNING 

Planning Director Jennifer Kester presented: 

 Requirement for Certified Local Gov’t Program – new role taken on. 

 Continue to work towards full certification from Puget Sound Regional Council 

 New process improvements 

 Refine/ update  FEMA Flood Hazard area maps 

 Land use Text Amendments – sign code update and small cell towers 

 Broader public outreach and engagement / education 

 Annexation feasibility study – 13 different UGA areas 

 12% increase in permits and still one planner down from 2008. May miss 
statutory deadlines if continues 

 Propose to reclass the Planning Assistant to Planning Technician and add 
another Planning Technician for lower level minor permits 

 Create new classification step-series between Associate and Senior Planner. Will 
help with employee retention rather than adding new. 

 

DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION 

 Salary ranges for reclassifications (page 15) 

 Habitat Assessment proposal. Requirement to look at flood capacity impacts. 

Work along riparian areas. Additional report that is needed. 

 Annexation feasibility done in-house? No; consultant. 

 What would prevent all planners from being Senior Planners? Nothing if qualified. 

 Outreach improvements. Look forward to upgrades to mobile ap. 

 Technology; has it helped workload? Yes, Spacedocs and Interlocking permitting 

systems. Working towards more electronic submittal options. 

 Breakdown of types of permits.  40-50% are smaller, more minor permits.  

 Permitting deadlines per state law.  
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 Could adopt moratorium on growth. Only postpones issue. 

 Number associated with range changes?  2% COLA.  New position $210,000. 

Reclass is $6000 over two years. 

 Annexation requires appraisals, and other resources we don’t have 

 FEMA flood hazard updates reimbursement from applicant. Could increase fees 

to address cost recovery. 

 

BUILDING / FIRE SAFETY 

Building / Fire Safety Director Paul Rice highlighted: 

 Tremendous amount of growth over past eight years. Level of service is 

maintained through technology.  

 Transitioning from SpaceDocs to SmartGov. No fee to applicant. 

 Streamlined addressing process. All digital now. 

 Webpage: full access to state building codes. 

 Guild approval to bring in volunteers to scan archival plans 

 Highest volume of building permits. Even with efficiencies, still not able to keep 

up. Expired permits take a tremendous amount of time. Over 400 at this time. 

Could be potential revenue source.  

 Processing time has reduced.  

 Staffing levels 66% of 2008. 

 Propose to bring on another Building Inspector  

 Reclassification of two Inspectors to Asst. Building Officials 

 Current salary ranges for these are low as compared to other jurisdictions 

 Two vehicles proposed: one replacement and one new but one can remain 

 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION  

 18 inspections are required for a new single family residence 

 Applaud your efforts to go digital. Can you require 100% digital? On the 
November Planning/Building Committee 

 Agree with cost of training verses retention 

 Challenge of lack of inspectors. Consider signing bonuses 

 At 400% cost recovery 

 Personnel changes: $220,000 for new and $63,000 for reclass for two years 
 

FINANCE 

Finance Director Dave Rodenbach highlighted: 

 Down one: utility billing moved to Public Works. Cross-training in payroll is 

concern. Some functions are incompatible 

 Indirect Cost Allocations 

 Extended Budgeting – Springbrook purchased by Excella 
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 Long Term Debt Continuing Disclosure Policy 

 Official statement 

 Continue to refine biennial budgeting 

 
DISCUSSION: 
Bonds and rate studies 
 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
Kay Johnson reported on: 

 Website design, hosting, and Gig Harbor mobile application  

 Deploy Microsoft Hosted Exchange (Email) services    

 Office 365 business subscription software 
 

DISCUSSION: 

 Support email change 

 Connected to Outlook – can connect to five devices. 

 Upgrades automatically 

 Cost is annual. Includes Adobe Pro for Cloud accounts. 

 

The remainder of the budget discussion will continue tomorrow evening. 
 
Concern over the 2018 Ending Fund Balance was voiced. Mayor Guernsey asked that 
Council carefully consider the list of capital projects before tomorrow evening. 
 
David Rodenbach briefly address other questions on the legislative and legal budget. 
 
There were no further comments; the worksession adjourned at 7:36 p.m. 
 
 
       Respectfully Submitted: 
 
 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Molly Towslee, City Clerk 
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GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL 
BUDGET WORKSESSION - II MINUTES 

October 18, 2016 – 5:30 p.m. 
Community Rooms A & B 

 
ROLL CALL:  Mayor Guernsey, Councilmembers Malich, Arbenz, Ekberg, Perrow, 

Lovrovich, Payne, and Kadzik. Staff:  Karen Scott, David Rodenbach, Ron Williams, Jeff 

Langhelm, Greg Foote, Shawna Wise, and Molly Towslee.   

 

INTRODUCTION 

After roll call, Mayor Guernsey asked staff to begin. Ron Williams gave a brief 

introduction. With adjustments the Ending Fund Balance would now be 1.78 million. 

Public Works Director Jeff Langhelm will give more detail.  He then explained that in 

light of discussions last evening, Administration would like to add a staff reclassification 

to address the Open Data Platform for Digital Government. He asked City Clerk Molly 

Towslee to present the background information. 

ADMINISTRATION - STAFFING 
City Clerk Molly Towslee presented the background for a reclassification of the 
Assistant City Clerk to address the Open Government Initiative. 
 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION 

 Would Open Gov’t move forward without reclassification 

 When would it be implemented 

 Time allocation 
 
HOTEL / MOTEL TAX FUND 
Tourism / Communications Director Karen Scott presented an overview: 

 Capture a Larger Share of the Northwest Regional Market 

 Partnerships 

 Marketing and Advertising Fund 

 Study to identify ways to attract businesses and families in off-season 
 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION 

 Question on the Ending Fund Balance in the LTAC Fund 

 Public Relations Consultant – continuation of media relations for meeting planner 
focus 

 Off-season activities; sports focus 

 Possible funds to Arts Commission 

 Pierce Transit – Trolley revenue 

 Farmer’s Market contribution”” 

 Is “Heads in Beds” the best metric to measure LTAC expenditure 

______________________________________________________________________________________

__ 
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ARTS COMMISSION CAPITAL WORK PROGRAM 
Public Works Director Jeff Langhelm presented highlights: 

 Funding has been allocated in city capital projects: $45,000 

 Anticipate this to continue with future projects 

 Requesting $20,000 each year for grants and $35,000 each year for capital 
projects 

 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION 

 Continue minimal allocation to capital fund  

 No support for funding for grant program 

 Need a specific proposal for non-capital funding 
 
GENERAL PUBLIC WORKS DISCUSSION 
Public Works Director Jeff Langhelm presented highlights: 

 Technology 

 Public Works Operations Center – Financing Options 
 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION  

 Appreciate approach. Still doesn’t address public works operating costs and staff 
increases which are not sustainable. 

 
PARKS - OPERATING 
Director Langhelm highlighted: 

 Jerisich Dock Moorage Fee Revenues / Expenditures 

 Corrosion protection- eliminate. Puts $135,000 back in General Fund 

 Ball field restoration 

 Donkey Creek Park renovations and repairs 

  
 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION  

 Water usage at Jerisich 

 Fees at Jerisich undercutting other marinas, off-season. May need to adjust 

 Grant requirement that fees go back into the facility. Check on flexibility on use of 
this fund. 

 Restoration of KLM Park. Conditional Use Permit: when can we reserve field 

 Standing water a problem at Donkey Creek – prohibits student use 

 Crescent Creek Ball Field Restoration: increase in cost to repair 

 Skate Park surface concerns 
 

 
 
STAFF ADJUSTMENT 
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 Add a Parks Laborer position to address new facilities 
o Increase of 2300 labor hours in biennial budget 

 Addition of two Seasonal Help in Parks 
o Routine maintenance of 1,800 labor hours 

 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION 

 Contract hire verses employee – Guild buy off required 

 Time requirements for Jerisich improvements 

 Why not expand Seasonal Help? Guild contract restrictions to four months. 

 Move towards a designated Parks Division 
 
PARKS - CAPITAL 
Director Langhelm highlighted: 

 Ancich Waterfront Park Uplands / Jerkovich Pier rehabilitation: Use HBZ funds 

 Twalwekax Trail – extremely challenging 

 Eddon Boat Park Brick House – grant 
 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION  

 Combine use of Jerkovich Pier plaza space?   Grade and vegetative buffer 
constraints 

 Neither Jerkovich Pier nor Ancich Park Floats have been publically vetted 

 Twalwekax Trail – delay to allow to apply for grant funding / easements 

 Wilkinson Park – leverage volunteer groups 

 Harbor Hill Park Property – need option to use HBZ funds and other funding 
options 

 Linking Cushman Trail with private trail system. Could be done in-house. 

 Ferry Landing Trail – is it worth spending $20,000. Remove it. 
 

 
Councilmember Payne left the meeting at 7:10 p.m.  He asked about Lift Station 17. 
 
Mr. Williams said he is proposing a third budget worksession on November 7th.  
 
CITY BUILDINGS 
Mr. Langhelm discussed Civic Center Building maintenance: 

 Re-roof:  faulty installation. 

 Painting exterior 
 
STAFF ADJUSTMENT 
HR Analyst Mary Ann McCool presented information: 

 Reclassify Maintenance Technician to Facilities Maintenance Mechanic 
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DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION 
Asphalt sealing of the Civic Center parking lot.  Waiting until next budget. Will do sealing 
in 2017. 
 
STREET OPERATING  
Director Langhelm highlighted: 

 Non-motorized Plan and Harbor Master Plan 

 ADA program 

 Annual pavement maintenance 

 Full lane overlay on Tarabochia 

 Rapid flashing beacon crosswalk systems 

 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION  

 Who will install Rapid-flash beacon crosswalk systems  

 Harborview Drive / Dorotich: other options to avoid light pollution 
 
 
STREET CAPITAL 
Director Langhelm highlighted: 

 Harbor Hill Drive Extension 

 Stinson Avenue Projects 

 38th Ave Improvements – Phase I  preliminary design 

 50th Street Improvements from KLM Park to 38th 

 Harborview Drive Sidewalk Improvement 

 Street light installation – Borgen Boulevard 

 Operations Center Design – phased approach. 

 

DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION  

 Right of way acquisition on Stinson 

 Roundabout Center Island Modifications: Point Fosdick and Peacock Hill/Borgen 

 Remove grass in center strip on Borgen. Replace with other vegetation? Not safe 
to maintain. (This from street operating) 

 50th Street Project easements – still privately owned 

 Electric charging stations: what kind of usage? Wait until 2018 
 
WATER OPERATING   

Director Langhelm highlighted: 

 Water Comprehensive Plan Update 

 Well protection plan update 

 Well No. 3 Inspection / routine maintenance 

 Well No. 11 – get it online 
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 Water Meter Replacement with Radio-Read over 4 years 

 Water service line survey: per directive by the Governor to identify lead 

 

DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION  

 Newsletter requirement: could incorporate other information 
 
WATER CAPITAL 

Director Langhelm highlighted: 

 Deep Aquifer Well No. 11 

 Stinson Ave. Water Main Project replacement 

 

DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION  

 How much A/C water lines remain 

 

WASTEWATER OPERATING  

Director Langhelm highlighted: 

 Modeling Software 

 Recoating and Repair of Wet Wells 

 Level Control 
 
WASTEWATER CAPITAL  

Director Jeff Langhelm highlighted: 

 Lift Station 4 / Welcome Plaza Replacement 

 Lift Station 17 Final Design and Permitting 

 Blower replacement 

 Lift Station Upgrades – multiple 

 50th Street Force Main Replacement 

 Outfall Study – Donkey Creek Delta mitigation 
 
DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION 

 Canterwood Lift Station repair still functioning 

 Solutions for delta sediment 

  
 

STORMWATER OPERATING 

Director Langhelm highlighted: 

 Comprehensive Plan Update 
 
STORMWATER CAPITAL 

Director Langhelm highlighted: 

 Harborview Drive Stormwater Conveyance Improvements 

 Upgrade Stormwater Outfall 
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DISCUSSION / RECOMMENDATION 

 Issues and options for Harborview Drive Stormwater 
 
Organizational Chart 
Director Langhelm addressed the proposal to move the Utility Tech position.  
 
A suggestion was made to hold a third Budget Worksession to finalize discussion on the 
document.  Monday, November 7th at 5:30 p.m.  
 
There were no further comments; the worksession adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
       Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
       Molly Towslee, City Clerk 
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Minutes 
 

City of Gig Harbor Design Review Board 

Meeting of September 22nd, 2016 

Civic Center, 3510 Grandview Street 

5:00 PM 
 

I. Call to order 5:00 PM 

II. Roll call: Darrin Filand, Rick Gagliano, Brett Desantis, Nels Peterson, Linda 
Pitcher 

Staff: Leah Johnson, Peter Katich 

III. Approval of Minutes: 7.28.16 Gagliano/Peterson - Motion Carried 

IV. Agenda Items for Formal Review.  Review will be conducted in the following 
order for each item. 

a. Announcement of Application 
b. Open Public Meeting Announcement 
c. Appearance of Fairness Issues 
d. Staff Report 
f. Applicant Introduction and Presentation 
h. Public Comment (See Assistance Memo) 
i. Discussion and Voting 

 

 

1. Harbor Hill LLC., 19950 Ave NE, Ste. 200, Poulsbo, WA  98370-7405 
A design review pre-application meeting (File # PL-DR-16-0129) to review 
design revisions made to the project in response to Design Review Board 
(DRB) comments provided at the July 28, 2016 DRB pre-application meeting 
for the proposed project. 

Staff Report and Materials:   
 
Staff opened up meeting with a description of what new changes the DRB 
will have presented by the applicant. 
 
Applicant presented a brief summary of current project site plan. 
 
Applicant/architect presented a slide show of the project. 
 
Chair opened up meeting for discussion. 
Overall the Board approved of the presented site plan.  

 
Applicant: Wants to move to full review. 
 
Discussion on timing of meetings. 
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Election of officers:  
 
Motion:  
 
Nominate Rick Gagliano as chair of the design board. Filand- Motion carried 
by a show of hands. 
 
Nominate Brett Marlo-Desantis as Vice-Chair. Pitcher- Motion carried by a 
show of hands. 

 
 
Pitcher: Requested hard copy for comp plan, SMP and historic inventory for 
all board. 
 

 

V. Other Business 

Discussion of upcoming meetings – October 13th, 2016 

VI. Adjourn- 6:30PM Filand/Ashlock 
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AGENDA FOR 
GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
Monday, October 24, 2016 – 5:30 p.m. 

 
CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL: 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
PRESENTATIONS: Mark Lindquist, Pierce County Prosecutor: Updates on Elder Abuse and 
High Priority Offender Units 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. Approval of City Council Minutes Oct 10, 2016 
2. Liquor License Action: a) Renewals:  Maritime Mart, Marketplace Grille, Albertson’s, 

Pioneer 76, Qdoba Mexican Grill, The Wine Studio of Gig Harbor, Bartell Drugs, 
Tobacco Harbor, and Greenhouse Restaurant; b) Application: Gertie and the Giant 
Octopus Restaurant; c) Special Occasion – St. Nicholas Catholic School: Club at the 
Boatyard 

3. Receive and File: a) Intergovernmental Affairs Committee Minutes Sep. 26, 2016; b) 
Council Worksession Minutes Oct. 6, 2016; c) Council Worksession Minutes Oct. 10, 
2016; d) Budget Worksessions I & II, October 17th and 18th; e) DRB Minutes Sep. 22, 
2016; f) Financial Quarterly Report 

4. Resolution No. 1050 – Surplus Equipment – I.T. 
5. Second Reading of Ordinance No. 1344 – Pawn Shops 
6. Second Reading of Ordinance No. 1345 – Updates to Harbor Code 
7. 2016 City-Wide Traffic Counts – Professional Services Contract 
8. Appointment to Arts Commission 
9. Welcome Plaza/Lift Station 4B Development of the Operations and Controls 

-  Professional Services Contract  
10. Lift Station No. 17 – Property Purchase and Sale Agreement 
11. Approval of Payment of Bills Oct. 24, 2016: Checks #82471 through #82591 in the 

amount of $738,682.39. 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 
 
NEW BUSINESS:    

1. Public Hearing, First Reading and Adoption of Ordinance No. 1346 – Country Squire 
Condos Annexation 

2. Public Hearing on 2016 Comprehensive Plan Amendments and Smith Development 
Agreement 

3. Public Hearing and First Reading of Ordinance – Stormwater LID Integration and 
Landscaping Amendments 

4. Public Hearing and First Reading of Ordinance – 2017 Public Works Standards Update 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
STAFF REPORT:  

1. Grandview Forest Park 
2. Ancich Waterfront Park Citizen Survey 

 
COUNCIL REPORTS / COMMENTS: 
Boards and Candidate Review: Tue. Oct 18th – Councilmember Lovrovich 
 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT: 
Property Transfer – Pierce Transit 
 
MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: 

1. Planning / Building Committee: Mon. Nov 7th at 4:30 p.m. 
2. Budget Worksession III – Mon. Nov 7th at 5:30 p.m. 
3. Public Works Committee: Mon. Nov 14th at 4:00 p.m. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  For the purpose of discussing property acquisition per RCW 
42.30.110(1)(b) 
 
ADJOURN: 
 
Americans with Disabilities (ADA) accommodations provided upon request. Those requiring special accommodations 
please contact the City Clerk at (253) 853-7613 at least 24 hours prior to the meeting.  
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