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AGENDA FOR GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
April 24, 1995 - 7:00 p.m.

PUBLIC COMMENT/DISCUSSION:

PUBLIC HEARING:

First Reading - Planning Commission Recommendation to City Council - Sign Code Revisions.
CALL TO ORDER:

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

CORRESPONDENCE:

QLD BUSINESS:

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Bicycle Friendly Community Resolution - Tom Enlow.,

2. Proclamation - Bicycle Friendly Community Resclution.

3. Request by Pierce County for a Quit Claim Deed on City Shop Short Plat.

MAYOR'S REPORT:
1. Domestic Violence.
2. Annexation QOrientation.

COUNCI, COMMENTS:

STAFF REPORTS:
Tom Enlow, Finance Department - Quarterly Report.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS:

Annexation Orientation Meetings:

Tuesday, May 30th 7 p.m. Shoreacres City Hall
Tuesday, May 30th 8 p.m. East Gig Harbor City Hall
Wednesday, May 31st 7 p.m. Westside/Pt. Fosdick Pt. Fosdick Library
Wednesday, May 31st 8 p.m. Other Interests Pt. Fosdick Library

APPROVAL OF BILLS:
EXECUTIVE SESSION: To discuss litigation and property acquisition.

ADJOURN:







REGULAR GIG HARBOR CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF APRIL 10, 1995

PRESENT: Councilmembers Picinich, Stevens Taylor, Platt, Markovich, and Mayor Wilbert.
Councilman Ekberg was absent.

PUBLIC COMMENT / DISCUSSION:

Alene Moris - 9301 North Harborview Drive. Ms. Moris said she was very distressed that the
design of the road project didn’t allow for parking close to where they live, and therefore, didn’t
consider the social need of parking for birthday parties or other gatherings. She proposed a wider
driveway at her site, or any option that would allow temporary parking along the new road.

Walter Moris - 9301 North Harborview Drive. Mr. Moris said if the driveway were widened at
his property, it would be 1/4 on city right of way and the rest on his private property. Mr. Yazici
explained to him that the right of way extended further than he had been told, and any extension
would be entirely on city right of way.

Mayor Wilbert asked that the Public Works Committee meet to examine the problem of parking
along that portion of the project, and to make recommendations to the Public Works Director.

Wade Perrow - 9119 North Harborview Drive. Mr. Perrow stated he was impressed at the speed
the project was being built. He added that the Moris’s had a valid point, as his property was in
the same area. He suggested that the project be modified to use rolled curbs on the uphill side
to allow for temporary parking. He also said it would be nice to add relieved asphalt in front
of the storefronts by Mayor Wilbert’s building. He said the noise and visual effect would slow
drivers down in this high pedestrian stretch of road. He then passed out a photo of a concrete
circular planter used in several areas in Tacoma, and asked if these could be used in the project
to slow vehicular traffic.

Mayor Wilbert thanked Mr, Perrow and requested the Public Works Committee to take these
suggestions into consideration in their recommendation to the Public Works Director.

CALL TO ORDER: 7:45 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

MOTION: Move approval of the minutes of the March 27, 1995 meeting as presented.
Platt/Stevens Taylor - unanimously approved.

CORRESPONDENCE:

1. Pierce Transit - Request to Select a Representative for the Board of Commissiongrs. Mayor
Wilbert satd that there were currently three candidates for the posttion.




Request for Support - Mary K. Joyce.

MOTION: Move 1o cast a vote for Mary K. Joyce to the position of Representative
for the Board of Commissioners for Pierce Transit.
Picinich/Platt - unanimously approved.

OL.D BUSINESS: None.

NEW BUSINESS:

1.

Utility Extension Request - William Miller. Mark Hoppen presented this request for one
ERU to property on Crescent Valley Drive. He explained it was in the city's Urban Growth
Area, and that the property owner was currently being served by city water to two adjacent
pieces of property.

MOTION: Move to approve one ERU of city sanitary sewer and water service per the
utility extension capacity agreement.
Stevens Taylor/Markovich - two voting in favor, Councilmembers Platt and
Picinich voting against. Mayor Wilbert broke the tie with a vote in favor.

Later in the meeting, Dr. John Green voiced an interest in purchasing this property to place
four duplexes on, and asked the probability of a request for additional ERUs being approved.
Mark Hoppen advised Mr. Green that he would have to bring the request for additional
ERUs back before council at a later time, and that the approval was completely discretionary
by Council.

Utility Extension Request - Purdy Shopping Center. Mark Hoppen gave a brief history of
this request from Dave Morris, which included problems with the drainfield that have been
occurring since 1983.  He explained that the original extension request to this shopping
center focused on the ecology of Burley Lagoon, but was not executed during the other
contracts for ULID #3, because the city could not guarantee the timely completion of the
school district's portion of the line. Because the property lies outside the city's UGA,
Council directed staff to assist Mr. Morris in an effort to bring the site into the current UGA
before approving the extension. Councilman Picinich voiced concern about the condition
of Burley Lagoon and said he thought the city should support any effort to save the Lagoon.

MOTION: Move to direct staff to establish criteria for emergency utility extension
which would be suitable for inclusion in Section 13.34 GHMC. Upon the
adoption of satisfactory criteria through ordinance, extension to the Shopping
Center could be reconsidered.

Picinich/Stevens Taylor -

AMENDED MOTION: That the City would join with Mr. Morris to approach Pierce
County to include the Purdy Shopping Center and adjacent
properties in the current Urban Growth Area.
Picinich/Stevens Taylor - three voting in favor. Councilman
Platt voted against.
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3. Professional Servicgs Contract Amendment - INCA Engineers. Ben Yazici explained that

INCA had incurred an additional cost because Washington Natural Gas could not locate their
utility service, The bill from INCA had been forwarded to WNG, who repaid the city. To
make payment to INCA Engineers, the professional services agreement needs to be
amended.

MOTION: Move we authorize the Mayor to sign an amended professional services
agreement and to reimburse INCA Engineers Inc. in the amount of
$15,817.96.

Picinich/Stevens Taylor - unanimously approved.

4. Liquor License Renewals - Uddenberg Thriftway, Stockmarket Foods. No action taken,

MAYOR'S REPORT:

Public Art and Design, Mayor Wilbert gave a brief overview of her report on art and design projects
around Gig Harbor. She displayed the tapestry donated to the City by Floyd and Margreth Brewer.,
Councilmembers suggested that if the tapestry was not displayed, it should be given back to the
family or to a local church, Mayor Wilbert added that she had been contacted by the American
Legion, who wished to help with the purchase of new flags for the City. Mayor Wilbert said Lita
Dawn Stanton would be coordinating the effort by the American Legion and the flower basket
project to create street-scaping in the city. She asked Council to consider budgeting funds to
purchase artwork to hang over the stairs at City Hall next year.

COUNCIL. COMMENTS:
Councilmember Jeanne Stevens Taylor. Councilmember Stevens Taylor announced that she would

not be able to attend the last meeting in Aprnl, which was to be her last meeting before resigning her
position, and said she wished to say her goodbyes.

STAFF REPORT:

Public Works Department. Ben Yazici gave a brief update on the projects currently under
construction. The Point Fosdick sewer line is in and they are doing the final hookups, the Women's
Correction Center water line extension is complete and the water is going to be turned on
Wednesday or Thursday, the Wastewater Treatment Plant Expansion is a week behind schedule, but
overall he is happy with the progress, and the North Harborview Drive project is slightly ahead of
schedule. He added Phase I of this project will be complete by June 1.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF OTHER MEETINGS: None.

APPROVAL OF BIT1S:

MOTION: Move approval of warrants #13923 through #14007 mn the amount of
$396,272.09. |
Platt/Picinich - unanimously approved.




APPROVAL OF PAYROLL:

MOTION: Move approval of warrants #10962 through #11076 in the amount of
$181,695.65,
Platt/Stevens Taylor - unanimously approved.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
MOTION: Move to go into Executive Session at 8:33 p.m. for the purpose of litigation,
and property acquisition, for approximately 20 minutes,
Platt/Stevens Taylor - unanimously approved.
MOTION: Move to retum to regular session.
Picinich/Markovich - unanimously approved.
MOTION: Move to approve the claim of Norma Decker at 5805 Wheeler in Gig Harbor,
for damages in the sum of $115.35.
Markovich/Picinich - unanimously approved.
MOTION: Move we approve execution of the Interlocal Settlement Agreement between
Pierce County and the City of Gig Harbor as presented this evening.
Markovich/Picinich - unanimously approved.
ADJOURN:
MOTION: Move to adjourn at 9:12 p.m.
Markovich/Stevens Taylor - unanimously approved.
Cassette recorder utilized.
Tape 383 Side A 237 - end.
Tape 383 Side B 000 - end.
Tape 384 Side A 000 - end.
Tape 384 Side B 000 - 233.
Mayor City Admimistrator



City of Gig Harbor. The “Maritime City.”
3105 JUDSON STREET
GIG HARBOR, WASHINGTON 98335
(206) 851-8136

TO: MAYOR WILBERT AND CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS
FROM: PLANNING COMMISSION & PLANNING STAFF /</ O
DATE: APRIL 24, 1995

SUBJECT: PROPOSED SIGN CODE REVISION

INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND

Over the past year, the City of Gig Harbor has experienced a marked increase in commercial
building activity, and with that has come an increased awareness by the community over signage.
The tendency toward more dominant types of signs is typical during periods of growth as businesses
feel a need to capture both existing and expected market shares. It is during these growth periods
that new trends in signage become evident and these trends are tested against current sign code
allowances. Because the tendency toward more prominent signage during periods of growth is a
common angd predictable phenomenon, these issues were anticipated and addressed in the Design
Element of the City's Comprehensive Plan. Signage 1s specifically addressed on pages 31 - 34 of
the Design Element. The Element states specific goals and policies relating to the accommodation
of effective signage combined with the avoidance of "attention getter" signs or signs which do nor
respect building design and/or community character.

In an effort to implement these goals and policies, the Planning Commission has prepared a draft
amendment to the City's sign code which includes several "housekeeping” revisions to take care of
inconsistencies or conflicting sections of the code, and also several substantive changes relating to
sign design, size, orientation, illumination, and the phasing out of non-conforming signs. The
attached summary explains the more significant changes.

The Planning Commission has held two public hearings on the proposed amendments. Comments
were varied, but could be categorized into two separate "camps” including, (a) those for the
proposed changes and, (b) those against any changes (the latter being primarily from the business
community). Opposition to the amendments was not initially well defined. The Planning
Commission therefore encouraged public input with limited interaction at four separate worksession.
Additionally, the staff spent considerable time with business owners and business representatives
trying to identify specific concerns. It became obvious that much of the opposition was based upon
misinformation being circulated in the business community and upon a lack of understanding of the
proposed changes. For example, much of what was thought to be proposed new language was
actually existing language in the code.

Once specific concerns were identified, the Planning Commission made several alterations to the
draft amendment including the elimination of a proposed 5 year amortization clause which proved
to be the most hotly contested issue. The planning commission opted to retain a proposal to require
that signs be brought into conformance when a tenant or business owner changes. This allows a
business owner to retain their current signage as long as they opt to stay in business at their current
location.
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The proposed amendments have undergone six separate drafts. The Planning Commussion believes
that draft 6 addresses, to the extent possible, the concerns of the business community, the concerns
of the general citizenry, and the goals and policies of the Comprehensive Plan. The only item which
the Planning Commission was riot able to fully address is the issue of real estate signs. Concerns
over this issue were expressed late in the planning process by Mr. Rob Bentley of John L. Scott, who
feared that current restriction on the number of off-premise open house signs does not allow for
reasonable directions to open houses. Mr. Bentley suggested that the real estate community come
together to develop generic open house signs that could identify multiple listings. Such signs would
not be limited to a specified distance from any one open house, but would be limited to one sign on
any given intersection. The Planning Commission suggested to Mr. Bentley that he develop his
proposal and present it ta the City Council at the next public hearing,

POLICY :
The policies which the Planning Commission considered in its draft of the sign code amendments
include the following goals and policies stated in the City's Comprehensive Plan:

Pg. 31
Goal: Position signs to fit within features of the facade
1. Avold covering architectural details (signs should appear to be a secondary and
complimentary feature of the facade)
2. Incorporate sign space into building design
3. Consider projecting signs when there is limited wall space.
Pg 32
Goal: Keep signage as a subordinate element in building designs.
1. Minimize sign area in facade design.
2. Avoid using signage as a dominant architectural statement.
3. Encourage sign designs which reflect the building style or period.
a. Provide incentives for use of sandblasted signs.
b. Constder dis-incentives for internally illuminated signs in the downtown
area.
¢. Limit allowed materials for awnings in the downtown area to traditional
fabrics 2nd designs.
4, Include corporate or logo panels into signage area calculations
a. Include the area of corporate or logo panels into signage area calculation.
b. Prohibit illumination of corporate or logo panels except for the text or
symbol within the panels.
Pg. 33
Goal: Avoid flamboyancy in signage design.
1. Keep internally illuminated signs subdued. (limit illumination to letters only).
2. Maintain traditional design of awmngs

(b) Prohibit use of back-lit awnings except for sign text. Allow back-lit translucent
materials on sign letters only.

Goal: Coordinate sign designs on multi-tenant buildings.

Pg. 2 0f3



1. Design signs to compliment the building's architecture.

2. Develop master sign plans for multi-tenant buildings.

3. Coordinate free standing signs with building design
Goal: Restrict use of off-premise signage

L. Encourage use of directory signs to business areas.

2. Avoid signs designed for distant viewing.
RECOMMENDATION

The Planning Commission is forwarding for the City Council's consideration an ordinance of the
proposed sign code amendment and a resolution from the Planning Commission recommending
approval of the proposed amendments. Also included is a "clean format" of the revised sign code
ordinances as it would appear in the zoning code under Section 17.80. The clean format also
includes a revised format intended to facilitate easier reading of the document by incorporating
bolded titles and "bullet" statements which briefly identify paragraph or section contents. This
enables the reader to scan the document to find desired information rather than read entire sections
of text. In effect, it is a more "reader friendly" document.

Carl Halsan, Planning Commission Chairman Date
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SUMMARY QOF DRAFT 6 SIGN CODE AMENDMENTS

Separate Regulations for Area 3. Because of the sigmficant differences in character and
intensity of development between Areas 1 & 2 and Area 3, a separate section of the code was

added to specify sign standards for Area 3.

Incentives for wood carved or sandblasted signs. To encourage wood carved or sandblasted
signs in Area 3 (e.g., the City Hall signs), the proposal allows increased sign size allowances and
decreased landscape requirement for these types of signs. For example, a sandblasted
freestanding sign could be located in a raised planter box having a smaller planting area than
typical ground-level landscaping requirements.

Non-regulated signs. Signs not regulated by the City's sign code include signs not visible or
intended to be viewed from a public right-of-way. This definition has been expanded to include
signs not visible from a waterway. The current language could be interpreted to mean that signs
visible from the Gig Harbor bay are not regulated. Additionally, the non-regulation of point-of-
purchase advertising displays such as product dispensers has been clarified to mean product
dispenser machines, ¢.g., soda pop machines.

Sign Change. The definition of sign change has been expanded to inctude the changing of the text
of the sign. This will enable better tracking of sign permits and sign owners. It will also eliminate
confusion aver whether an apparently new sign is merely a repainted old sign, or if it is an entirely
new sign structure installed without required permits.

Neon Signs . A growing trend in signage is to use neon tubing to outline a building's architectural
features. An evening trip to Silverdale will show the growing popularity of this type of advertising,
Our current sign code does not define this as signage and without design guidelines, we have no
means to regulate it. The proposed definition of "neon sign" would allow review of neon tubing

under the sign code.

Roof Sign. The proposed amendment clarifies the definition of a roof sign to include any sign above
the facia board of a building. This is a clarification only and not a change in current policy.

Freestanding sign. To assure that freestanding signs are scaled to the size of the parcel they apply
to, the proposed amendments reduce the maximum height of freestanding signs in areas 1 and 2
from 12 feet to 8 feet, and base the area of a sign on the street frontage of the parcel the sign applies
to. Signs would have an allowed area of one square foot for every 3 feet of street frontage, not to
exceed 50 square feet. These amendments would assure that signs have the character of ground
signs as defined in the current code and would avoid a potentially monolithic sign of, say, 10 feet
wide by 12 feet high with a solid enclosed base (possible under current code).

Freestanding sign landscaping. It is proposed to eliminate the requirement for posting a bond or
assignment of finds currently required to guarantee installation of landscaping for freestanding
signs, The amendment would allow delay of landscaping to the next planting season and would be
enforced through the standard enforcement policies.
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Sidewalk/sandwich board sign. The proposed change allows greater flexibility in the location of
sidewalk/sandwich board signs in Area 3 by removing the 12 foot maximum distance clause. The
sign would be allowed on the sidewalk at a point nearest the business entrance regardless of the
distance to the business entrance. To avoid proliferation, only one sign would be allowed per
building entrance regardless of the number of tenants using a single entrance. Standards for Area
1 & 2 would not changes except that it is proposed to change main entrance to building entrance
for clarification purposes.

Gas price signs. It is proposed to amend the restrictions on gas price signs to allow greater
flexibility in the allowed location of gas price signs. The current code limits gas price signs to a
maximum height of 5 feet from the ground. This results in the use of portable gas price signs which
may be visually more obtrusive than a gas price sign incorporated into a wall or freestanding sign.
The proposed amendment would still allow poriable gas price signs but provides the option to forego
a portable sign in favor of a gas price sign incorporated into a freestanding sign.

Sign. The definition of a sign is expanded to include business or corporate trademarks including
logo panels used to draw attention to buildings for advertising or recognition. The definition also

includes inflatable displays.

ign Area. The proposal redefines sign area to include areas of corporate colors or Jogos. This
would eliminate entire canopies, parapets, or walls being illuminated or covered with trademark
panels for purposes of corporate advertising or recognition. The proposal also includes a change in
the way sign area is calculated. Currently, sign area is determined by the smallest rectangle that a
sign will fit within, but this discourages circular, ellipsoid or triangular shaped signs because the
void within the "rectangle” is counted as sign area. The proposed change would allow sign area to
be based upon the smallest rectangle, circle, triangle, or parallelogram the sign would fit within,
This would encourage more creative shaped signs.

Wall Plane. This is a proposed new definition which would help define the area or space a sign must
fit within. The definition will be utilized under a proposed change to allowable wall signage
(below).

Variance Criteria. The vaniance criteria for a sign has been revised to eliminate lack of freeway
visibility in the interchange area as a definition of a hardship. This change is consistent with a
proposed amendment to the General Regulations which states that signage shall not be oriented to
the freeway (below).

Color. To avoid excessively bright or day-glo signs, the revisions would prohibit "day-glo",
fluorescent, or reflective colored materials that give the appearance of changing color or brilliant
luminescent colors. The color of the illuminated portion of a sign in Area 3 would also be restricted
(see illamination below).

IHlumination. One of the more significant changes includes a limitation on the portion of a sign that
can be illuminated. Currently, the entire sign face can be illuminated, resulting in excessive glare
and light. The proposed language would limit lighting to individual pan-channel letters or to routed
out letters of an opaque, non-transhicent sign face. Tlluminated tetters would be limited to an 18 inch
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height for full upper case letters and 24 and 18 inches for upper and lower case letters respectively.
This would improve readability of signs while reducing glare. A reasonable example of this is the
wall signs on the back side of Pioneer Plaza closest to the dry cleaners. Most of these have white
illuminated letters with very little illumination through the sign face. They are easily read.
Conversely, the carpet remnant sign on the back side of Kimball Plaza and the PTI wall sign facing
Skansie Avenue both have white sign faces, entirely illuminated, and suffer from poor legibility.

In addition to limting illumination to the text only, illumination in Area 3 would be limited to ivory
colored letters with a white light source if the sign is within 200 feet of a residential zone or
development. The purpose of this restriction is to avoid bright colored lights from spilling over
into the residential neighborhoods of Area 3.

Master Sign Plan. The stated intent of the site plan review process is to assure unity in a project's
overall design. One of the most overlooked aspects of design for multi-tenant buildings is signage.
As each tenant competes for larger and brighter signs, it becomes difficult to maintain the
architectural integrity of a building. It is also difficult to assure that signage is fairly allocated
among tenants.  The first or second tenant may legally claim all of a building's allowed signage
based upon the building's facade length and {eave nothing for remaining tenant spaces. The master
sign plan provision would require the building owner to stipulate how signs will be designed to
match or coordinate with other signs on the building, to determine the location of signs in relation
to architectural features of the building, and to fairly allocate signage among tenants.

Sign Orientation. While the current sign code defines the allowable wall signage based upon the
building front, it does not stipulate where the allowed signage may be located. It is proposed that
70 percent of allowed wall signage be place on the building front, with the remaining 30 percent
being available for side or rear walls provided that the building has frontage on the side or rear of
the building and provided that the signage is not criented to the freeway or its interchanges.

Area of Wall Mounted Signs. In addition to current allowances on wall signage, the proposal would
limit wal! signs to no more than 10 percent of the wall plane the sign 1s mounted to (refer to the
proposed definition of wall plane above).

Mounting Surface. To assure that signs are a secondary and complimentary element of the building
design as stated in the comprehensive plan, the proposed revision would limit the location of signs
to architectural sign bands or other blank spaces which visually frame the sign. To assure that a sign
is appropriately scaled to its location, it is proposed to keep the height and width of a sign to no
more than 70 percent of the wall space (not to be confused with wall plane) it is located on. For
example a pillar between a door that 1s 30 inches wide would accommodate a sign 21 inches wide.

Shopping Center/Qffice Building Identification Signs. It is proposed to eliminate these two sign
definitions because they are basically covered under the free-standing sign critena.

Temporary Signs. Regulations on temporary signs have been somewhat problematic because they
define different types of temporary signs with different allowances for display times. Moreover, it
is not always clear if the allowed display time is consecutive days per sign or cumulative days per
business. The proposed amendments place Sate Signs, Quitting Business signs, and Fire Sale signs
under a more general definition of Byginess Signs, and limits them to 20 square feet each, one per

Pg 3of S



business, for 60 cumulative days per calendar year. This avoids one 30-day sign being replaced by
another 30-day sign, and also avoids several types of signs being displayed at the same time. To
assure that the time limit is not exceeded, temporary business signs would require a permit,
obtainable at the planning department with no fee required. The proposal also includes a new
definition of poster signs. Businesses would be allowed to continually display poster signs on the
inside of windows provided that the signs do not cover more than 50% of the window's glazing area.

Real Estate Signs. Real estate signs have also been problematic, The current code states that one
open house sign per street 18 allowed, leading real estate agents to believe that they can have one
open house sign pointing to another all the way through the City. The staff has interpreted this to
apply only to the streets within a given development. To clarify this and to allow the seller greater
flexibility in determining the location of such signs, the proposed revisions limit off-premise open
house (and sold signs) to no further than the nearest arterial intersection. In addition, it limits each
broker, developer or seller ong sign at that intersection, regardless of how may houses he or she may
have on that street. It also requires that sold signs be removed within 5 days of the sale.

Finally, real estate signs for large projects having more than 50 percent of the lots or units for sale
shall be limited to one project identification sign near the project entrance with each lot being
tdentified by smaller number sign. This would avoid the visual clutter associated with entire
subdivisions having a six-square-foot sign on each lot within the subdivision.

Administration_and enforcement. It is proposed to have signs be subject to the civil penalty
provisions of chapter 15.18 GHMC. This would eliminate the 30 day window businesses have to
display illegal signs before civil penalties may be imposed. The changes also include the immediate
removal of temporary or sandwich board sign in the City right-of-way which are not in compliance
with City codes. Signs not reclaimed within § working days may be discarded by the City.

Admimstrative Waiver - Design Restrictions. The proposal includes allowances for administrative
waivers from specified design and illumination restrictions subject to conformance to stated criteria.
For example, older buildings which lack typical sign locations or sign band widths common to
newer buildings may be approved for a sign that exceeds stated coverage requirements as proposed.
The administrative waiver clause would not allow variances from total sign area or sign height
restrictions as stated in the current sign code. The normal variance process would be used for this

purpose.

Nonconforming Signs. An important change is the allowances made for continuation of non-
conforming signs. Under the current code, a non-conforming sign may be conveyed to a new owner
as long as the change to the sign involves a simple change of text or sign panel. Moreover, a sign
permit is not required for a simple change of sign face or text change. This makes it extremely
difficult to monitor over time which signs were installed with proper permits and which were not.
It is proposed to allow non-conforming signs to continue only through the current tepancy. Non-
conforming signs would not be transferable to a new owner.

Amortization of Non-conforming signs. To allow phase-out of non-conforming signs over a

reasonable period, an amortization clause was included in the previous draft amendments which
would have required that non-conforming signs be either removed or brought into compliance within
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a 5 year period. To assure that existing tenants could retain their existing signs through the duration
of their tenancy, this provision was removed from the latest draft, but the inability to convey non-
conforming signs to a new owner or tenant was retained as a compromise.

Reformatting of sign code. The proposed amendments include a reformatting of the entire sign code
to make it more "user-friendly”. The new format will include underlined and bold text as well as
"bullet statements” which identify at a glance the content of subsections. These changes will
facilitate scanning of the document thereby reducing search time.
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CITY OF GIG HARBOR
PLANNING COMMISSION
RESOLUTION NQ. 1 of 1995

A RESOLUTION TO RECOMMEND TO THE CITY COUNCIL AN AMENDMENT TO
TITLE 17.80 OF THE GIG HARBOR MUNICIPAL CODE PERTAINING TO SIGN
REGULATIONS

WHEREAS, the City of Gig Harbor's Comprehensive Plan on page 30 includes the stated intent
to allow for effective signage to identify businesses while also providing a positive contribution to
the City's visual quality and that "attention getter” signs are neither necessary nor desirable in Gig
Harbor's small town setting; and,

WHEREAS, research pertaining to sign legibility indicates that it takes one inch of letter height for
every 50 feet of distance if is read from and that speeds of up to 55 mph on a six lane highway
requires a letter height of 16 inches (visible from a distance of 800 feet) to allow adequate time to
respond to the sign; and,

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission finds that restricting letter heights to up to eighteen and
twenty-four inches for upper and lower case letters is reasonable in that it would allow for signs that
would be more than adequate in size to be read from all of Gig Harbor's streets without unduly
limiting creativity in sign design; and,

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission finds that signs in excess of 18 and 24 inches are larger than
necessary for reasonable legibility and creativity and therefore constitute "attention getting" signs;
and,

WHEREAS, emerging trends in signage and business advertisement such as (but not limited to)
the use of letter sizes far in excess of normal legibility requirements, the outlining of a building's
architectural features with neon tubing, the use of large corporate or business colored panels (often
illuminated) and the continuing trend of using large backlit awnings for signage are considered
forms of "attention getting" signage which current sign codes do not adequately regulate; and,

WHEREAS, the City has witnessed an increased use of large "attention getting” signs which have
been permitted under existing sign code regulations; and,

WHEREAS, signage has become an increasingly visual component in the commercial areas of the
City and also along State Route 16, thereby adversely affecting Gig Harbor's traditional visual
character, and,

WHEREAS, the Comprehensive Plan states several goals and policies relating to maintaining
signage as a subordinate element in building design including, but not timited to (a) minimizing sign
area in facade design, (b) avoidance of signage as a dominant architectural feature, including
corporate or log panels into signage area calculations, (b) avoidance of covering architectural
details, (c) encouragement of sign designs which reflect the building style or period by encouraging
sandblasted-type signs; and,
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WHEREAS, the Comprehensive Plan has the stated goal on page 32-33 to avoid flamboyancy in
signage by keeping internally illuminated signs subdued through restrictions on sign face
ithununation; and,

WHEREAS, the Comprehensive Plan on page 33 has the stated goal to coordinate sign designs on
multi-tenant buildings through the use of master sign plans designed to allocate signage among
tenants and to unify the site design; and,

WHEREAS, the Comprehensive Plan has the stated goal on page 34 1o restrict use of off-premise
signage and to avoid signage design for distant viewing; and,

WHEREAS, the Comprehensive Plan identifies SR-16 as an enhancement corridor which should
require an extensive level of design review,; and,

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission finds that the proposed amendments will (a) further the
goals and policies outlined in the City's Comprehensive Plan (b) protect the public
health/safety/welfare by avoiding excessive light and glare of illuminated signage , and {(¢) and
preserve the visual quality which has attracted tourists and new residents to the Gig Harbor area
thereby preserving property values and promoting economic development in the Gig Harbor area;
and,

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held two public hearings on the proposed sign code
amendments on February 2, 1995 and March 16, 1995 to accept public testimony on the proposed
amendments.

NOW THEREFORE, the Planning Commission of the City of Gig Harbor, Washington,
recommends to the City Council adoption of amendments to Section 17.80 of the Gig Harbor
Municipal Code, attached herein as "Exhibit A",

RESOLVED by the Planning Commission of the City of Gig Harbor, Washington at its regular
meeting of the Planning Commssion held on this 6th day of April, 1995

Carl Halsan, Planmng Commission Chairman
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ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF GIG HARBOR, RELATING TO REGULATION
OF COMMERCIAL AND NON-COMMERCIAL SIGNS; MAKING REVISIONS TO
SECTION 17.80 OF THE GIG HARBOR MUNICIPAL CODE.

WHEREAS, the City of Gig Harbor's Comprehensive Plan on page 30 includes the stated intent
to altow for effective signage to identify bustnesses while also providing a positive contribution to
the City's visual quality and that "attention getter" signs are neither necessary nor desirable in Gig
Harbor's small town setting; and,

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission in its deliberation reviewed research pertaining to sign
legibility which indicates that it takes one inch of letter height for every 50 feet of distance it is
read from and that speeds of up to 55 mph on a six lane highway requires a letter height of 16
inches (visible from a distance of 800 feet) to allow adequate time to respond to the sign; and,

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that restricting letter heights to up to eighteen and twenty-
four inches for upper and lower case letters is reasonable in that it would allow for signs that
would be more than adequate in size to be read from all of Gig Harbor's streets without unduly
limiting creativity in sign design; and,

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that signs in excess of 18 and 24 inches are larger than
necessary for reasonable legibility and creativity and therefore constitute "attention getting" signs,
and,

WHEREAS, emerging trends in signage and business advertisement such as (but not imited to)
the use of letter sizes far in excess of normal legibility requirements, the outlining of a building's
architectural features with neon tubing, the use of large corporate or business colored panels
(often illuminated) and the continuing trend of using large backlit awnings for signage are
considered forms of "attention getting" signage which current sign codes do not adequately
regulate; and,

WHEREAS, the City has witnessed an increased use of large "attention getting" signs which
have been permitted under existing sign code regulations; and,

WHEREAS, signage has become an increasingly visual component in the commercial areas of the
City and also along State Route 16, thereby adversely affecting Gig Harbor's traditional visual
character; and,

WHEREAS, the Comprehensive Plan states several goals and policies relating to maintaining

signage as a subordinate element in building design including, but not limited to (a) minimizing
sign area in facade design, (b) avoidance of signage as a dominant architectural feature, inchuding




corporate or log panels into signage area calculations, {b) avoidance of covering architectural
details, (¢} encouragement of sign designs which reflect the building style or period by
encouraging sandblasted-type signs; and,

WHEREAS, the Comprehensive Plan has the stated goal on page 32-33 to avoid flamboyancy in
signage by keeping internally illuminated signs subdued through restrictions on sign face
illumination; and,

WHEREAS, the Comprehensive Plan on page 33 has the stated goal to coordinate sign designs
on multi-tenant buildings through the use of master sign plans designed to allocate sighage among
tenants and to unify the site design; and,

WHEREAS, the Comprehensive Plan has the stated goal on page 34 to restrict use of off
premise signage and to avoid signage design for distant viewing; and,

WHEREAS, the Comprehensive Plan identifies SR-16 as an enhancement corridor which should
require an extensive level of des.gn review; and,

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held two public hearings on the proposed sign code
amendments on February 2, 1995 and March 16, 1995 to accept public testimony on the proposed
amendments and four worksessions during February and March of 1995 to consider the public
testimony and make adjustments to the sign code as deemed necessary and appropriate,

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the proposed amendments will (a) further the goals and
policies outlined in the City's Comprehensive Plan (b) protect the public health/safety/weifare by
avolding excessive light and glare of illuminated signage . and (c) and preserve the visual quality
which has attracted tourists and new residents to the Gig Harbor area thereby preserving property
values and promoting economic development in the Gig Harbor area; and,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF GIG HARBOR, WASHINGTON, ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 17.80 of the Gig Harbor Municipal Code is hereby amended as follows:
Section 17.80

CITY OF GIG HARBOR
SIGN CODE

Sections:
17.80.010 Purpose and scope.
17.80.020 Definitions.
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17.80.030 Permits required.

PP R0 Sjpn Suvdindn oy Argae [ &)
17 &0 053 Sign Sredards ne Ao 3
17.80.040 Temporary signs.

17.80.050 Permits not required.

17.80.060 Prohibited signs.

17.80.070 Admimstration and enforcement.
17.80,080 Liability.

17.80.010 PURPOSE AND SCOPE.

A Purpose. It is the purpose of this chapter to promote a quality visual environment
by establishing reasonable standards for the size, placement, height and maintenance of cutdoor
signs, graphics and advertising. It is further intended to encourage quality design and material
composition which create an attractive community and business climate, Special emphasis should
be placed on achieving harmony with building design, settings and the character of the
surrounding

B. | This chapter shall not regulate traffic and directional signs installed by a
govemmental entity; signs not readable from nor intended to be viewed from a public right-of-
wWay Lt aiatace, e ol s e b oo wints-of-purchase advertising displays suchrasproduct
TISPE-a e, ol oL .E.~;'.--=--.-l arecees, national flags; flags of a political subdivision;
symbolic flags of an institution; legal notices required by law; barber poles; historic site plaques;
gravestones; structures intended for a separate use, such as phone booths, Goodwill containers
and recycling containers; or lettering or symbols painted directly onto or flush-mounted
magnetically onto a motor vehicle operating in the normal course of business.

17.80.026 DEFINITIONS,
The following definitions shall apply for the purpose of this code;

HAlramdomed sigr-tears a sign that no longer correctly identifies,

exhorts or advertises any person, business, lessor, owner, product or activity conducted or
available on sign is located.

“AodvertsmgTopy Toearns any letiers, figures, symbols,

logos or trademarks which identify or promote the sign user or any product or service; or which
provides information about the sign user, the building or the products or services available.

3. Building - *Buiidi- ,.' 1-vi- a roofed and walled structure built for permanent use.
4. Bulletin board - Bt "r"'.:rard“-mearrs a board or small sign on which notices,
communit osted.

5. consists of
relocating the sign. or reolacmq 50 percent OT more of the structural material in the sign area:gr
clamaing thy sev o the &3 \ynal maintenance andzchangeof mame are notchanges wihch
w5 g S ! B BT I AR T ||

A Code Administralor - CoteAdmmmstrator—Fhe-code admimtstrator-shattbe the city's
planning director or designee, who shall be authorized to enforce all of the provisions of the sign
code.
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a. Area 1. Those properties situated 300 feet back from the beginning and ending
of the Olympic Drive freeway interchange, mcluding those properties located with the Olympic
Village and interchange area.

b. Area 2. The Westside business district outside the defined interchange area, the
commercial zones on Pioneer Way and Kimball Drive~ he commercial zones on the west
side of Soundview Drive outside the Olympic Village interchange: amd-tirevommercrat-aregat
the Burmiam PrverHarborsrew Brive-interchamze:

c. Area 3. The RB-1 zoning district along Soundview Drive, and all other
commercial districts and residen:ial areas.
i+ “Poubte=facedsigm-means a sign that has advertising copy on
opposites sides of a single display surface or sign structure.

gn - “Electrical-sign'rearms a sign or sign structure in which electrical
wiring, connections and/or fixtures are used as part of the sign proper

extending from the grade of the butlding to the top of the parapet or eaves and the entire width of
the building elevation,
11 . : &
intensity or switches on and offin a constam pattern or containg motion or the optical 111u510n of
motion by use of electrical energy. Changing message centers shall not be considered flashing
SigNS,

aEirTe s ey \‘;' i e LRI S LI N P LISLT
! RERH ISR \L'il."’ TR T EECH B H IO ST AT FIC IENT TN I
13. Frecway lnluuh.t 190 Aren - S b Ve P dcae e e
of State Route 16 (SR 16) shall be the area between where the present or designed future on and
off ramps to the highway area situated measured between the intersection of the fog line of the

exit and on~ramps that are near SR-16. This designation applies to those properties situated 300

ig ’*thrdentzd-srgn“-mems a small nonelectric information sign four

square feet or less in area which pertains to goods, products, services or facilities which are
available on the premises where the sign occurs and is intended primarily for the convenience of
the public whil the premises

‘Ll'nstrtumrrai‘mgn"mns a sign to identify educational, civic
A Eamdscapmg*Treats the planned used of trees, shrubs and other

living plant materials used in conjunction with a sign and other decorative features.
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“Fotidentificatior g Treans a sign to identify the

“rmarsardroof teans a sloped roof or roof-like facade

able to be treated as a building wall.

s U maroureeTeaTTs 4 permanent structure attached to, supported by and
projecting from a bui dmg and providing protection from the weather elements, but does not
include a projecting roof. For purposes of this chapter, a freestanding permanent roof-like
structure providing protection from the elements, such as a service station gas pump island, will
also be considered a marquee. This also includes canopies

A S o b s s e vl T Y L e Bt et S
FerTeeses iy wen negs toat D s ey or tnlidme T any e e R IR T IR 1)

PP T YL slear verg e W e Y
NN v erhie's leape g e et 0 B0 s el it feanres Neenr s s stallrot

flash, oscillate or revolye

permanently installed sign ‘which prowded directional information to a business or service located
in the Gig Harbor area, but not located on the same property as the sign in questlon

message and content fo a business actmty, use, product or service not available on the premises
on which the sig ed

permanent sign that directs the public to a spemﬁc place such as an entrance, exit, or parking or
service are rticul t of a business establishment.

28 ( M Orrprenmsesstgm-nrears a sign which carries only
advertisements and messages strictly applicable to a lawful use of the premises on which it is
located.

29 “Portable-stgir-mears a sign made of any material, which by its

design is readily movable and 1s not permanently affixed to the ground, structures or buildings.

362 “Projectmg signmeans a sign which is attached to and projects

more than cture, building face or marquee.
3t3 *Readerboard*rearrs a sign face comsstimgoftracks to designed
to hold re allowing frequent changes of copy.

32 “Revotving stgmmears a sign which rotates or turns in a
circular pattern.

33 32: Roolsien - ‘Rerr=+a i~ a sign supported by and erected on and above a
roof or parape’, r [agca s o b4 s - acture (shall not include a sign erected on the face of

a mansard
34

sarlable sneen docatal o L s

Aa. el cessisting oF e oon tnoes sed aoaop sl

separied an the aten o nale 5 selt e
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ams any visual communication device, structure, or fixture which
is visible from any right-of-way o y and is intended to aid the establishment in question
in promotmg the sale of products goods, services, events or to identify a building, using graphics.
bt s Tome s e woredo vt e ceps stk sl o sl pare s i e
O i O i e O P 1R RN D e e I D SO P e A e Dl s

13

: . ! :..,...'J‘.. L P - SO ' .
B e agiesa sha L e o nssde o s O PraTe SR N UE Sttt o

FELE LN I
dosanonngetes g et o e ( v a B eninaded o defoaicn b disp s
Furaras, o plodig: rereseiniinens yta be's hoo psaenetd gl
e Y ] (T ] e T Pl B e L R B N P S UL A TN

o aras, ated rarmieas o cot ety cebes e e Do e sb oy e e s v e
ar(,hltectural embellishments, framework and clecoratwe features which contain no written or
advertising copy, which-are niot #lunihated-and whichi contain ks shall not be
ded. Sien area shall be calculated by measuring the area of the smallest rectanUIe {
that can be drawn around ali parts of the sign from the viewpoint
exposmg the largest sign surface area, excluding simple support structures. Sign supporting
structures which are part of the sign display shall be included 1n the area of calculatlon

jointly er ected and malntdmed on prermses undergomg construction, by an architect, contractor,
subcontractor and/or materialman, upon which property such person is furnishing labor or
material,

ipn = “Temporary st teats any sign or advertising display

constructed of cioth canvas, light fabric, paper, cardboard or other light materials, with or
without frames intended to be displayed for a limited time only and not permanently attached to a

building or site
- Wall-Graptres—A-waltgraphic s a wall sign of which color and

form are part of an overall deéwn on the bu1ld1nez

A Avall pl: mc B T A L L R T S PP L U STV I B -
[ s e P | " P P [T . M - 1 W
R H ’. LA N I THH e T T B I N R B ACCA UL Ll TS S P | .

: H T . H i . T T -
TG AR SN T e TR N T TN T A BT LN R SN [ I D N 4 TN ) P AN O

ST OO DTN O OO s I D e et e e wal! E.I--:l LRGN

voonade e o b e valni e £
T Weallsign o Merdoooms seres D oo e s analivi o and extending not
more than one foot from the facade or face of any building to which 1t 1s attached and supported
throughout its entire length, with the exposed face of the sign parallel to the plane of said wall or
facade. Signs incorporated into mansard roofs, marquees or canopies shall be treated as a wall

sign.

DI EPSR |

B—No sign shall be installed, constructed, painted, structurally altered, posted or applied without
first obtaining a sign permit frem the code administrator, unless exempted by this chapter. A
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separate permit shall be required for each group of signs

supporting structure statted-stmoitareoosty.  Thereafter, each a
structure must have a separate permit,

CrPermm Requirenrents:  Applications for signs
shall be accomp anied by:

i@ Two site plans showing the location of the affected lot, building(s) and
sign(s), showing both existing signs; ,

2.t Two copies of a scaled drawing of the proposed sign or sign revision,
including size, height, copy, structural footing details, material specifications, method of
attachment, llumination, front and end views of marquees, calculation for dead load and wind
pressure, photograph of site and building marked to show where sign or marquee is proposed, and
any other information required to ensure compliance with appropriate laws,

32t Written consent of the owner of the building, structure, or property where
the sign is to be erected;

itional sign erected on the

14 adopted by resolution of the city council;
e: Exemptions, The code administrator may waive submlsswm of plans and
specifications when the structural aspect is of minor importance.
2—Acdmmirstrative Requirerments: The code
administrator shall ascertam that the sign installer has a valid Washington State contractors
license, unless th 18 being installed by the owner of the sign.
] 3 Varrances: Any person may apply to the hearing exammer for a
variance from the requirements of this chapter. Variances shall be processed by the code
administrator. The hearing examiner may grant a variance from the provisions and/or the
requirements of the chapter when:
a. The granting of the variance would not be materially detrimental to the
property owners in the vicinity and the variance sought is of minimum sign size, height, and scope
to meet the conditions and needs of the applicant; and

2 b= The granting of the variance would not be contrary to the objectives of this

chapter; and
3¢ o The signage of the property in question cannot be adequately met under the

literal interpretation and strict application of the chapter; and

4 —The granting of the variance is necessary because of special circumstances

relating to property location, topography, shape and size; site distance and limited view to

propeﬂy—mdfmﬂepmdm-ﬁMMrmmUPﬁeewa;rﬁafﬁmheﬁemajr

p-rennserS-rgrrr Off-premises commercial signs are prohibited by the City, unless a waiver is
granted by the code administrator for an off-premises directional sign. Waivers shall only be
granted upon a clear demonstration that the applicant's business or property is not visible from
any streets or roads or on-premises signing cannot adequately convey the location and identity of

sumers who would normaily use the business.
a- Such signs shall be directional only (no advertising other than name and

the business to

location).
b= No moare than two such signs for each business shall be approved.
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't The total area of the sign shall not exceed 24 square feet, such sign(s) must
be permanently installed on private property, and the application must be accompanied by written
permission of the owner of the property where the sign is to be located. Portable direction signs

are not permitted, except real estate directional signs.

= Such sign shall meet all other applicable provisions of this chapter.

If more thzm one business in an immediate area has need for an off-premises

I-'. \thmmsn |lnv “ nver- I)l“il"n Rc'\lmnmu Rust 10lens |'.' o e Goaine
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W i sraror e loned Ty e ol sl g pot e o e BRI ARCIIN

A special sign overlay district 1s adopted and portrayed on
hall be applied as defined in the specific overlay areas.
- No sign or any part of a sign shall be designed or
constructed to be movmg bv any means, and shall not contain items such as banners, ribbons,
streamers and spinners. These devices, when not part of any sign, are also prohibited.. Limited
use of thematic flags, banners and pennants which are complementary to a specific [ocation or
structure may be permitted upon approval of the code admimistrator. This waiver is not intended
to permit the use of numerous types of devices which as a result of wind pressure may move to a
point of attracting attention of vehicular and pedestrian traffic.
Co Faposedd sigo supparts, = | sresed aces cwbase’s raps e ey

e thueormin e clarrert o the s sttt e 1 Seanht ren TS Qe e o s

there are no other practical means of supporting the sign,

3 g Sig] - No sign shall have blinking, flashing, fluttering or moving lights or
other il[umlnatmg device which has a changing light intensity or color, provided, however,
temperature and/or time signs that conform in all other respects to this chapter are allowed.

- The structure and installation of all signs
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shall comply with the latest adopted edition of the Uniform Building Code. £ Such sign shall
meet all cha.pter
i8.:g- 1f more than one business in an immediate area has
need for an off-premlses directional mgn all must be identified on the same sign. {
|7 %0t g =g

(r. Mainlenane ¢ u-qun wil. 7= All signs, together with all of their supports, braces, guys
od repair and in a safe, neat, clean and attractive condition.
ir The light directed on, or internal to, any sign shall be
so shaded, shielded and/or directed so that the intensity or brightness shall not adversely affect
safe vision of operators of vehicles moving on private or public property or. pedestrians on a
public rieht-of-wav. Electric siens shall not use incandescent bulbs for internal illumination.
Looars on axiereall SPeivimed dans shall Do an shigded as o comain the ishi toone sien st
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from nearby residences shall have low or soft illumination or be shielded in a manner to not
adversely affect such residents.
' - Portable signs shall not exceed 12 square feet in sign area and not
more than one such 51gn may be displayed per business. Portable signs must be located on the
premlses to which they relate, except real estate directional signs.
Abandoned signs shall be removed by the owner or lessee of the
prermses upon which the sign is located after the business or service advertised is no longer
conducted on the premises.
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is parc of an approved overs! site laxdseape plan
B. Wall Mounted Signs.
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17.80.040 Temporary signs.

Except for business signs described under subsection 17.80.040(A) below, no permit 1s
required for temporary signs. These signs are for promotional purposes and are not allowed to
continually advertise goods, services or events on a site; permanent signs shall be used for that
purpose.
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D. Real Estate (On-Premises and Off-Premises Signs).
. Residential "For Sale", "For Rent" and "Sold" Signs. Such signs shall be

limited to one sign per street frontage not to exceed six square feet in sign area per side, placed

whollv on the proverty for sale. and not to exceed a height of six feet. 6ﬁ°-prerrrrscs-srzrrrsimﬂ
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2. Residential Directional "Open House" Signs. Such signs shall be limited to one

sign per street frontage on the premises for sale a‘rrd‘threroﬂ"—premsermgrrrﬁtm

w
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the broker/agent or seller -oramagernt- is in attendance at the property for sale. No such sign shall
exceed five square feet in sign area per side. The sign may be placed along the periphery of a
public right-of-way, provided it does not interfere with traffic safety, but it may not be attached to
a ufility pole or traffic safety device.

3. Undeveloped Commercial and Industrial Property "For Sale or Rent" Signs.
One sign per street frontage advertising undeveloped commercial property for sale or for rent is
permitted while the boitdmg pro is actually for rent or sale. The sign shall not exceed 32

square feet in sign area per side and six feet in height.

g R

18.80.050 PERMITS NOT REQUIRED.

The following shall not require a permit, provided however, these exemptions shall not be
construed as relieving the owner from the responsibility to comply with the provisions of this
chapter or any other law or ordinance.
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A. The changing of the advertising copy or message on a lawfully erected; paimtedor
primtedsigmor-theclangimg of tieadvertising copy thereof readerboard or similar sign
specifically designed for the use of replaceable copy;
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C. Temporary decorations customary for special holidays erected entirely on private
property,
D. On-premises directional signs not exceeding 16 4 squarc feet and distance from the
ground level at the base of the siegn to the top of the sien shall not exceed orwht 4ifee
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with the total

®f :: One neighborhood identification sign not exceeding a total of 12 square feet on all
its faces and the height from the base of the sign to the top shall not exceed six feet;
N. Oretemporarysigrot-exceeding 32 square feet wnddisptayed-for-3tdaysper

vaterdaryear;

One noneleciric portable sign not exceeding four square feet located on premises.

17.80.060 PROHIBITED SIGNS.

The following signs ase prohibited:

A. Signs which by coloring, shape, wording or location resemble or conflict with traffic
control signs or devices,

B. Signs which the director of public works determines to be a safety hazard for
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pedestrian or vehicular traffic. Such signs shall be removed if they already exist;

C. Flashing signs or hights;

D. Signs or parts of signs which revolve;

E. Portable signs exceeding six square feet each side;

F. Signs attached to or placed on a vehicle or trailer parked on public or private property;
provided, however, this provision shall not be construed as prohibiting the identification of a firm
or its products on a vehicle operating during the normal course of business. Franchised buses and
taxis are exempt from this provision;

G. Off-premises signs, except real estate directional signs, political signs, public service
civic event signs, garage sale signs;

H. Any sign affixed to or painted on trees, rocks or other natural features or utility poles;

L. Roof signs;

J. All readerboard signs, including portable readerboard signs except such signs used for

theaters or public schools. PortableTeaderboard-siprsmmay beattowed forspecrateventsfora
pencdmtto-exceetl-three-dm

ko Soeesorhal dosete the semiral Slocaa e cadomars af nasonad seisds of ol dyns o
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17.80.070 ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT.
The code administrator shall be responsible for enforcing the provisions of this code.

A. Removal of Signs. The code administrator may order the removal of any sign
erected, installed or maintained in violation of this chapter. He/she shall give written notice
spec1f§,r1ng the violation to the holcler to the sign permit, or the owner of the property where the

srgrns*lucated‘ If, in the opinion of the code administrator, the condition of the sign presents an
immediate threat to the safety of the public, the enforcing officer may cause immediate removal of
the sign at cost to the owner of the premises. A sidewalk/sandwich board sign placed in
noncompliance of this code shall be subject to removal by order of the city's code enforcement
officer after providing a two-day written notice. Any temporary sign or sandwich board sign
located i the city's right-of-way not in compliance with this code is subject to immediate removal

by the city. fmiureﬁmmcmnymampiymgmdewaﬂdszndmdrbtmm-ﬁgn@—tmawﬂ
gsprovidedomderthecode- Suck corfiscated cmnq mav he reclaimed hv the cwner from +he citv

after paying a $30.00 fee. Stuns netrechumed wohkin 8 wohary dan s st e deemed iefese wnd

B. Cumulative Civil Penalty. Any person found in violation of this chapter shall incur a
cunitative civil penalty in the amount of $50.00 per day from the date set for correction thereof
until the violation is corrected. The civil penalty enforcement procedures, appeal and settlement
process shall be followed pursuant to and consistent with those procedures set forth in Chapter
15.18 GHMC. '

C. Nonconforming Signs. Nonconformimgsigns-whctrare penmmanently instatted-amd
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Section 2. Severability. If any section, sentence, clavse or phrase of this ordinance should be held
to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity or
unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of any other section, sentence,
clause or phrase of this ordinanca.
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Section 3. Effective Date. This ordinance shall take effect and be in full force five (5) days after
publication of an approved summary consisting of the title.

APPROVED:

Gretchen A. Wilbert, Mayor
ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED:

Mark E. Hoppen, City Administrator

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY:

BY

FILED WITH THE CITY CLERK: April 20, 1995
PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL:
PUBLISHED:

EFFECTIVE DATE:

ORDINANCE NO.
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SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE NO.

of the City of Gig Harbor, Washington

On the dayof 1994, the City Council of the City of Gig Harbor,
passed Ordinance No. . Asummary of the content of said ordinance, consisting of
the title, provides as follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF G1G HARBOR, RELATING TO REGULATION

OF COMMERCIAL AND NON-COMMERCIAL SIGNS; MAKING REVISIONS TO
SECTION 17.80 OF THE GIG HARBOR MUNICIPAL CODE.

The full text of ta1s Ordinance will be mailed upon request.

DATED this _ dayof _ , 1995,

CITY ADMINISTRATOR, MARK HOPPEN
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City of Gig Harbor. The “Maritime City.”
3105 JUDSON STREET
CIG HARBOR, WASHINCTON 98335
(206) 851-8136

TO: MAYOR WILBERT AND CITY COUNCIL
FROM: TOM ENLOW
DATE: April 17, 1995

SUBJECT: BICYCLE FRIENDLY COMMUNITY RESOLUTION

INTRODUCTION
This resolution satisfies several of the criteria of the League of American Bicyclists' Bicycle

Friendly Community program so that Gig Harbor could be certified as a Bicycle Friendly
Community.

BACKGROUND

As a member of the League of American Bicyclists, Brad Carpenter alerted me to this program
several months ago. It was started in 1994 by a Overland Park, Kansas Councilmember who saw
a need for a program to encourage pro-bicycle policies in cities and towns,

The program has four primary criteria and two of four secondary criteria which must be met. 1
believe the City will qualify after passing this resolution.

Primary Criteria:
1. A written policy designed to develop and maintain "bicycle safe" streets and pathways.
{That is the purpose of this resolution.)

2. Budget and spend $1 per capita per year on bicycle facilities and events. (In most years,
construction, striping and other maintenance of bike lanes and various activities of our
bike officer will be sufficient.) '

3. An annual proclamation recognizing May as National Bicycle Month and encouraging
citizens to observe Bike to Work Day. (This is on tonight's agenda.)

4. Establish Bicycle Advisory Committee and designate bicycle issues contact person on
government staff. (Section 1 of the resolution.)

Secondary Criteria:
1. Bicycle safety is taught in schools, stressing bicycle handling skills and the wearing of
helmets. (Brad periodically provides such instruction in schools and elsewhere.)

2. Encourage and support bicycling events. (Sweeping the streets on the route of the annual
Peninsula Metric Century on June 4th and providing police protection will satisfy this
requirement. )

3. Publish bicycle information, identifying suggested routes and stressing safety. (We don't




currently have any published information, but could encourage the Chamber of
Commerce to include routes and safety tips in their next map.)

4, Community provides public and encourages private bicycle parking facilities. (We have
budgeted for several bike racks to be installed this year. I don't know of any bike racks in
town currently.)

The tangible benefits of being a Bicycle Friendly Community are a recognition plaque, two
Bicycle Friendly Community street signs, membership in the League of American Bicyclists and
a Bicycle Friendly Communities newsletter. Intangible benefits include increased awareness of
bicyclists and, hopefully, increased safety. Along with our new bike lanes and bike racks, the
program may attract vistors to our city who have little impact on our streets, traffic and
pollution.

FINANCIAL IMPACT

The cost of the program is $175 the first year and $100 each subsequent year. There should be
ne additional costs to meet the above criteria.

RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends adoption of the resolution.



CITY OF GIG HARBOR
RESOLUTION NO. ___

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE GIG HARBOR CITY, WASHINGTON,
ESTABLISHING POLICY ON DESIGNING, MODIFYING AND MAINTAINING PUBLIC
STREETS TO FACILITATE BICYCLE USAGE.

WHEREAS, the bicycle is a legitimate vehicle and as is suggested in the Intermodal Surface
Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 should be an integral part of the transportation system; and

WHEREAS, the City of Gig Harbor wishes to encourages the use of bicycles as a means of
transportation within the City; and

WHEREAS, inexpensive rcadway improvements can facilitate bicycle travel, and often an
improvement that aids bicycle travel will aid motor vehicle travel as well; and

WHEREAS, other measures can be taken to improve conditions for bicyclists on public streets.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GIG
HARBOR, WASHINGTON:

SECTION 1. That a Bicycle Advisory Committee 1s hereby established:

SECTION 2: That comments of the Bicycle Advisory Committee will be solicited and
considered when amending the City’s Public Works Standards or designing road
improvements:

SECTION 3: That the City will strive to budget and spend at least $1 per capita, per year, on
bicycle facilities and events;

SECTION 4: That the City will strive to be a Bicycle Friendly Community and to meet the
criteria of the League of American Bicyclists’ Bicyele Friendly Community
Program.

ADOPTED by the City Council this ___th day of , 1995,

Gretchen A. Wilbert, Mayor
ATTEST:

Mark E. Hoppen, City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

Filed with City Clerk:
Passed by City Council:




PROCLAMATION OF THE MAYOR
OF THE CITY OF GIG HARBOR

WHEREAS, the month of May, 1995, has been proclalmed as "National Bicycling Month" and May 17 1995 has been designated as "Bike to Work
Day" throughout the United States by natlonal ‘state and local bicycling organizations and state and Iocal govemments and

WHEREAS, over one million Washmgton mhz;e:ns and hundreds of City residents rode a bicycle at least oncc in 1994 and

WHEREAS, bicycling is a safe aud efficient. actmty thal can be used for recreation, fitness, commuting, bhoppmu and ernds in licu of operating a
motor vehicle, thereby nreservmg natural resources, rcducmg alr pollution and getting healthful exercise; and

e’:

WHEREAS the City of Gig Harbor is currently cncouragmg city employe

e alt mate means of commutl_ng to work, including bicycling, and
providing guaranteed rides home in emergenmes for blcycle commute o ' -:

WHEREAS, the City has recently recelved state approvai of federal fundl ty’s éfréé'{;'that'iﬁcludcd biicc lanes; and

WHEREAS, the City Counc:l ‘adopted Pubhc Works Standards ,W
and pathways and a Transportatlon Plan whlch mcludcs a No 2

esigning, modlfymg and mamtalmng bicycle-safe streets
Fagilities Plan; and

WHEREAS, the City of Gig Harbor is 2 "bicycle-frlendly‘-' oommunity and wishes to encourage the use of bicyc!es as a means of transportation; and

WHEREAS, it is consistent with the City’s high level of environmental consciousness and concem to support and encourage the citizens of Gig
Harbor to consider incorporating blcyclmg mto thelr llfestyles and daily activities whenever p0551ble :

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, GRETCHEN A WILBERT MAYOR OF THE CITY OF GIG HARBOR WASHINGTON do hereby proclaim
i }
| MAY AS NA TIONAL BICYCLI)VG MONTH
' SoEe o cand-s 67
MAY 17TH AS "’BIKL‘ TO WORK DAY"

in Gig Harbor, and encourage all persons to consider blcyclmg as 2 fitness and recreatlon actmty and especially as an alternate means of
transportation that saves energy and reduces pollution and traffic congestion.

Gretchen A. Wilbert, Mayor Date



City of Gig Harbor. The “Maritime City.”
3105 JUDSON STREET
GIC HARBOR, WASHINGTON 98335

{206) 851-8136
TO: MAYOR WILBERT AND COUNCILMEMBERS
FROM: MARK HOPPEN, CITY ADMINISTRATOR
SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR A QUIT CLAIM DEED
DATE: APRIL 21, 1995
INTRODUCTION

Pierce County Public Works and Utilities Department has requested the City of Gig
Harbor to grant a Quit Claim Deed for an easement that exists on the short plat where the
City Shop is located. They require this deed to obtain clear title that is needed to
construct the Bujacich Road NW project. Granting this deed in no way hinders access
to the property owned by the City.

RECOMMENDATION
Request Council to authorize the Mayor to sign a Quit Claim Deed to Pierce County to
grant clear title for the construction of Bujacich Road NW,




% Pierce County
JOHN . TRENT, P.E.

Public Works and Utilities
Directar

Transportation Services

2401 South 351h Street, Room 150
Tacoma, Washington 88408-7485
{208} 591-7250 » FAX (206) 586-2740

April 18, 1995

Mr. Willie Hendrickson

City of Gig Harbor

PO Box 145

Gig Harbor, WA 98335-0145

Re:  Buyjacich Road NW
CRP 5102

Dear Mr, Hendrickson:

In order to clear title for property needed to construct the Bujacich Road NW County Road
Project, the Pierce County Department of Public Works and Utilities - Transportation
Services needs to obtain a Quit Claim Deed from the City of Gig Harbor for the following
described real estate:

Lot 2 Pierce County Short Plat No. 8405310234,

And that portion of the hereinafter described Tract "X" lying Westerly of the Westerly
right-of-way line of State Route No. 16 (formerly Primary State Highway No. 14) and
lying Easterly of the following described line:

Commencing at a point opposite Engineer's Station "C" 104+63.93, on the
centerline of Bujacich Road NW, the specific details concerning all of which are to
be found in that certain map of definite location now of record and on file in the
office of the Director of Public Works and Utilities in Tacoma, Washington, and
bearing the date of approval February 17, 1994, revised May 4, 1994, and bearing
County Road Project (CRP) No. 5102 entitled Bujacich Road NW, and 35 feet
Westerly therefrom; thence South 88°49'30“ West 357.37 feet to the point of
beginning; thence North 01°10°30” West 58.94 feet, being the terminus of said
line description.

Tract "X"
North half of the Southwest quarter of the Northwest quarter of Section 6, Township 21
North, Range 2 East of the Willamette Meridian.

Situate in Pierce County, Washington.
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